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ADVERTISEMENT. 


IN compliance with the repeated solicitations of 
many of the purchasers of the “ British Trident,” 
the Editor has been induced to resume his labors . 
The many important events which have taken place 
since the completion of his fourth volume, indeed, 
loudly call for the continuation of a work, the 
utility of which has been abundantly demonstrated 
in the extensive encouragement and support it has ex- 
perienced. 

A triumph, unparalleled in the annals of naval 
warfare, and two other victories, inferior, it is true , 
in importance, but still more complete, have, in the 
short space of a few months, hurled confusion on the 
foes of Britain, aud even eclipsed the former achieve- 
ments of her hardy sons ; while the captures made by 
our cruizers, have afforded numerous opportunities 
for the' display of all those manly qualities by which 
they are characterized . 
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IV ADVERTISEMENT. 

The fourtlt volume of the “ British Trident” comes 
down to the victory of Sir Robert Colder , over the 
Combined Fleet , off FerroL The editor was obliged 
by circumstances which it is unnecessary to detail, to 
bring it to a conclusioii before the arrival of all the 
particulars of that action , He was x consequently, 
prevented from entering so fully into the subject as 
its importance would require ; and the same reasons 
rendered it impossible to give, in the regular chrono- 
logical succession, many naval occunenees, the intel- 
ligence of which had not then been received . This 
consideration has convinced him of the necessity of 
commencing the continuation of his history with the 
year 1805, though one or two events of it have al- 
ready been noticed in the fourth volume • He will 
* thus be enabled to give a comprehensive view of the 
operations in the opening of the year, which led fa 
the successes that crowned its close, and that will ever 
form u memorable epoch in the mval amals of Bxt •* 
tain* 
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THE 


TRIDENT. 


NAVAL TRANSACTIONS, 

IN THE YEAR 1805 * 


Escape of French squadrons from Rochefort and Toulon — Lord 
Nelson sails in pursuit of them — Proceedings of the French Ad- 
miral Missiessi, in the West Indies — -Engagement between J5ir 
RobertCalder and the corabinedFrench and Spanish fleet oflCape 
Finisterre — Movement of the Brest fleet — Lord Nelson assumes 
the chief command off Cadiz — Instructions issued by him to his 
officers — Battle of Trafalgar — Engagement off Ferrol— Vari- 
ous actions between single ships. 

Since the destruction of the French fleet at Abou- 
kir, the enemy’s squadrons had been so closely con- 
fined within their own harbors, that the appearance 
of a single ship of war was considered as a rarity, and 
the British naval force had no other occupation than,' 
to blockade the havens of France. On the renewal of 
the war this system, though severely censured by 
some, was again resorted to, and fleets were stationed 
without intermission off the ports of Brest, Boulogne* 
Rochefort, and Toulon. Meanwhile the ambitious 
Buonaparte made the restoration of the French ma~ 
*3 
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# THE BRITISH TRIDENT J 

Tine, the particular object of bis attention* Thfe 
French armies assembled on the coasts, and the me- 
imping preparations for the invasion of the British is* 
lancfe, drew the attention of the government from the; 
immediate objec^pf the fleets that were equipping at 
different ports* for the purpose of wounding Great 
Britain iu the tenderest part.. 

With the year 1805, the politics of the pnenay seem- 
ed to have undergone a sudden change. — A French* 
squadron, under Rear-admiral Missiessi, escaped on 
4he il th of January, from. Rochefort, and having, 
-eluded the vigilance of the English cruizers, proceeded 
without molestation to the West Indies* 

Scarcely had this squadron put to sea, when a se- 
cond and more formidable expedition left Toulon* 
£ord Nelson, the commander-in-chief in the Mediter- 
ranean, had stationed himself at the distance of about 
forty miles from that port, observing the whole line of 
4he Italian, French, and Spanish coast, from Paler- 
mo,. by Leghorn, Toulon, v and Barcelona,, to the 
Streigbts of Gibraltar. Through this extent of sea 
las ships cruized in eveiy direction, arid, detained all* 
the French and Spanish vessels they chanced, to metfe 
with. 

On. the l’5th of January, Admiral Villeneuve pit 
io sea. with his squadron, consisting of eleven sail of 
f^ie line, and two frigates.. The Sea- Horse,. Lord Nel- 
son’s look-out frigate, immediately made the necessaiy 
signal, and narrowly escaped being taken by the ene- 
my.. The Venus sloop,, of 10 guns, with dispatches, 
from his lordship, unfortunately fell into their hands;, 
fcu the dispatches, had previously been thrown ov«E- 
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No sooner was the British admiral informed of Vil- 
lepeuve’s departure, than he went in pursuit of him. 
Report had assigned Egypt as the destination of the 
% Fit nch squadron, and this idea seemed to be confirm* 
ed by a variety of circumstances. Eager to counter- 
act the enemy’s design, the admiral, on the 20th of 
January, sent advice to the British ambassador at 
Constantinople, that the Toulon fleet had .sailed with 
a considerable number of troops on board, probably 
intended to make a descent on the Morea, or on 
Egypt. The same information he likewise transmitted 
to the commandant of Coron, in the Morea. 

' Having taken this precaution, he immediately pro- 
ceeded in quest of the enemy, and on the 29 th of Ja- 
nuary arrived off the Lipari islands. The appearance 
of such a formidable force excited a considerable com- 
motion, before the colors could be distinguished, on 
the Sicilian coast, where it was mistaken for the Tou- 
lon fleet, which was there reported to have on board 
ten thousand men, destined for that island. On the 
30th his lordship endeavoured to pass through the 
Streight of Messina, but was prevented by the strong 
south winds. This he, however, accomplished the 
following day ; and being disappointed in the expec- 
tation of meeting with the enemy in those seas, he con- 
tinued bis course without loss of time towards Malta. 

Deceived by false intelligence, Lord Nelson now 
-determined to revisit those shores which had a few 
"years before been the theatre of his glory. Panting 
with the hope of again annihilating the enemies of bis 
country, he steered with his squadron for the bay of 
Aboukir. Here it was again mistaken for the French 
fleet ; the terrified inhabitants forsook the towns e* 
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THE BRITISH TRI0ENTJ 

the coast, which were found deserted by the crews of 
the boats that landed to procure refreshment#. Such 
is the indolence of these wretched people, that in the 
short interval since the British forces evacuate^ the 
country, the fortifications both of Alexandria and 
Aboukir have been so neglected, that they have fallen 
to ruin. 

Finding here no foe to encounter, but strongly pre* 
possessed with the idea that the French fleet was on ite 
way to Egypt, Lord Nelson returned to Sicily with 
the view to intercept it. Villeneuve had, in the mean 
time, quietly returned to Toulon. Secure in the dis- 
tance of his terrific foe, when all his preparations, 
were completed, he proceeded to accomplish the grand 
plan which had been projected. On the 30th of March 
he again left Toulon with eleven sail of the line, a 
frigate, and two corvettes, in which were embarked 
10,000 chosen troops, under the command of General 
Lauriston. He first sailed to Carthagena, where the 
ships under the Spanish Admiral Salcedo were not In* 
readiness to join him. Fearful of losing time, Ville- 
neuve pursued his course to Cadiz, where he was ex- 
pected by Admiral Grayina with six Spanish sail ofthe 
line, having on board 2 2 SO troops. 

On the 9th of April the French fleet appeared off 
Cadiz. Sir John Orde, who was blockading that port 
with five sail of the line, was unable to prevent the- 
junction of the Spanish squadron with that of France. 
Villeneuve was near enough to force him to an action* 
but his instructions prescribed him a different destina- 
tion. He immediately sent directions to the French 
ship of the line Y Aigle, which had long laiu at Cadiz, 
to put to sea, and was soon afterwards joined by Ad- 
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miral Gravina with six sail of the line, and five fri- 
gates. Nature seemed to favor this junction ; a strong 
east win4 soon carried the combined fleet out of sight 
' of Cadiz. 

On his return from the shores of Egypt, Lord Nel- 
son watched with anxious expectation for the enemy 
in the Sicilian seas till the middle of April. It was 
not till then he received the disagreeable intelligence 
that he had been deceived. His penetrating mind 
bow conjectured that nothing but the British West-In- 
dies could be the object of the enemy, and thither he 
determined to pursue them. Having arrived at the 
mouth of the Straights of Gibraltar, he put into Te- 
tuan Bay on the 2d of May, where he took on board 
water and other necessaries. In the night of the 4th 
the squadron weighed, and being close under Ceuta, 
the Spaniards opened a fire on the ships, but none of 
, tbeir shot reached them. They came to an anchor in 
the bay of Gibraltar on the 5th, and passing, the next 
day, through the Straights, arrived at Lagos Bay on 
the 10th. Here the admiral took in some stores from 
the transports, which were with Sir John Orde off Ca* 
diz, when he first discovered the French fleet, and 
which had run into the bay for safety. Here too his 
lordship received positive information that the com- 
bined squadrons had proceeded to the Wesl-lndies. , 
Inspired with fresh ardor, he flew on the^ wings of 
the wind in pursuit of the foe, sensible of the mischiefs 
that must result to his country from the loss of her 
West-India possessions. May the 3d he weighed 
from Lagos Bay, and with a fleet of ten sail of the line 
and three frigates, steered for Madeira, which was seen 
by the squadron on the 15tb. Leaving that island. 
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the admiral sailed without intermission till the 1 st of 
June, when he spoke two vessels bound for England, 
who informed him that the combined fleet had passed 
Barbadoes ten days before, and were then at Marti- 
nique. During this pursuit the mind of the gallant 
admiral incessantly dwelt on the hope of falling in 
with the enemy. He one day observed, with great 
glee “ There is just a Frenchman apiece for each 
English ship, leaving me out of the question to fight 
the Spaniards, and when I haul down my colors, I 
expect every captain of. the fleet to do the same, but 
not till then." 

Meanwhile the Rochefort squadron, consisting of five 
ships of the line, (one of 120 guns) three frigates, two 
brigs, and a schooner, was pillaging the British colonies 
in theWest-indies. On the 22d of February Rear-admi- 
ral Missiessi appeared off Roseau, in the island of Do- 
minica. Here the landing of the enemy was so obsti- 
nately contested by Brigadier-general Prevost, at the 
. head of the^small number of troops in the island, that 
the French were forced to disembark the whole of 
their force, amounting to 4000 men, before they 
could gain an inch of ground. The town of Roseau 
was set on : fire, and the English commander withdrew 
with his brave followers to the strong position of Prince 
Rupert’s, where he made dispositions for a vigorous 
defence. He was here summoned to surrender by the 
general of division, Le Grange, but this invitation 
that ‘brave officer declined. On the 27 th, after levy- 
ing a contribution on Roseau, the enemy re-imbarked, 
and left the island, in the attack of which they had 
lost upwards of 300 officers and men. The loss of the 
British regulars in killed, wounded, and prisoners, wa$ 
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50 ; but no return was received from the militia, who 
suffered considerably. 

The French admiral now proceeded to St. Kitt’s, 
where he arrived on the 5th of March. The squadron 
stood in for Basseterre, where the frigates only came’ 
to an anchor. Major Foster, who commanded at 
Brimstone Hill, thinking it inconsistent with the safety 
of the garrison to divide the regulars under his com- 
mand ; and the militia being found too weak to make 
any opposition, it was agreed that 300 of them should 
be thrown into that place, if the enemy should effect 
a landing. This was accordingly done, on the de- 
barkatiou of 500- French troops at Basseterre, of which 
the army took possession, demanding the immediate 
payment of 40,0001. sterling, in failure of which they 
threatened to bum the place. The inhabitants with 
difficulty raised 18,0001. with which sum they em- 
barked, intimating an intention of attacking Brim- 
stone Hill. From their subsequent conduct, however^ 
it appeared to be no part of their plan to attack where 
opposition might be expected, but to plunder the in- 
habitants, and to burn and destroy the shipping. Six 
merchant ship9, some of which were of considerable 
value, were towed from their anchorage at Basse- 
terre, set on fire., and allowed to drift to sea. 

The same scenes were repeated at the defenceless 
island of Montserrat, after which Missiessi proceeded 
to executed the rest of his instructions. Having land- 
ed reinforcements at Guadaloupe, Martinico, and St. 
Domingo, where the French, under general Ferrand, 
were itj a very critical situation, he stood away for 
Barbadoes, to watch for a convoy of troops, which, 
however, fortunately reached that island previous to 
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his arrival. _ Disappointed in this object, be set sail 
for Europe, and on the 31st of May re-entered the X 
port of Rochefort, with the booty he had acquired. / 
Lord Nelson, as we have seen, was pursuing the 
combined French and Spanish fleet to the theatre of 
Missiessi’s depredations. On the 4th of J une his lord- 
ship arrived at Barbadoes. The French fleet, from 
which the squadron of Admiral Gravina had sepa- 
rated, reached Martinique on the 14th of May, and in- 
vested the Diamond Rock ; after a brave resistance 
from Captain Maurice and his little garrison of sea- 
men, they were obliged, on the 27th of May, to Sur- 
render. At Martinique the French admiral remained 
three weeks, taking in water and provisions, without 
attempting any thing either against the British islands, 
or the inferior squadrons of Admirals Cochrane and 
Dacres. 

At Barbadoes Lord Nelson received information 
tjj£t the hostile fleet had sailed to attack Trinidad. 

Two thousand troops, under Lieutenant-general Sir 
William Myers, commander-in-chief in the Windward 
and Leeward islands, were immediately embarked ; 
and having been joined by Admiral Cochrane with two 
ships of the line, Lord Nelson set sail the day after his 
arrival to the southward. Anticipation already be- 
held in the Gulf of Paria another Aboukir. 

Being now nearly certain of meeting with the enemy 
who had so long eluded his anxious pursuit, the Bri- 
tish admirsi shaped his course for Trinidad. On the 
morning of the 7th of June he came in sight of the 
island, and discovered that it was under such an alarm, 
that all the signals from the squadron could riot pre- 
vent the troops from blowing up Fort Abercromby, 
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And making their retreat towards the town. This cir- 
cumstance confirmed him in the opinion that the enemy 
had arrived and carried the island, but on entering 
the harbor, the English colors were perceived flying, 
and he found, to his extreme mortification, that he 
had been once more deceived. 

Nothing was now left but to go to the northward, 
taking all the islands in their turn. Accordingly, on 
the 8tb, the squadron weighed, and the following day 
reached Grenada, where his lordship was informed by 
the JasOn frigate that the enemy's fleet had left Mar- 
tinique the same morning, and had been seen steering 
in a northern direction. This intelligence inspired 
him with fresh hopes ; after so long a chase he found 
himself not more than three days' sail behind them, 
and in case they meditated an attack on Antigua or 
any other island, he was confident of rendering that 
design abortive. 

. The French, however, were f^r from entertaining 
any such intention. Villeneuve contented himself 
with the glory he had already acquired by the occupa- 
tion of the Diamond Rock and the capture of the 
Cyane, of 24 guns : a*id having been again joined by 
Gravina, he hastened to return to Europe. He had 
heard of the arrival of Nelson, and fled panic-struck 
by his name from the regions of the west, as he had 
once done from his thunders on the shores of Egypt. 

The hero of Aboukir proceeded to Antigua, where 
dispatches from the governor, Lord Lavington, con- 
firmed the intelligence he had already received^ name- 
ly, that the enemy were gone northward, and had 
been seen from Antigua very distinctly, four days 
before. He was now convinced that they were re- 

voc. v. c 
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turning to Europe, and therefore landing tlie troop# 
with all possible dispatch, he hurried away in the 
hope of overtaking them before they should reach any 
of their own ports. On the 1 4 th of June he sailed 
from Antigua, and on the 1 9 th sent off the Decade 
for Eugl&nd, and the Martin sloop |p Gibraltar, with 
advice that the combined fleet was on its way to Eu- 
rope. arrived off Cape St. Vincent on the 17th of 
July, and on the 20th at Gibraltar, where he obtained 
a supply of stores and gunpowder. The fresh beef 
and other provisions far the relief of his brjtve and 
unwearied crews, were wholly procured at Tetuan. 
This equipment of the squadron, together with the at** 
rangeinents be made with Admiral Collingwoed, for 
preventing the combined fleet, from entering Cadiz, 
were completed in the short space of 6ve daytt This 
business being finished. Lord Kelson again passed 
through the Streights, and on the 29 th of July re- 
turned his station off Cape §4, Vincent, pjst swty- 
tbree days after his departure from it for the West* 
Indies* ' 

E N Q A CrB BtENT OFF CAFE FI MIST FREE. 

In consequence of the information sent to Europ# 
by Lord Nelson, relative to the coarse ,mi the c©m<- 
biued fleet. Rear-admiral Stirling* Who with five soil 
qf the line was cruising before Rochefort* received 
orders to join the squadron* off Fermi, anden the co»h 
maud of Sir Robert Calcic n,. which then formed a 
fojceof fifteen line of battle, ships* On the 23d of 
July, Sir Robert, being betwefia^orunnw and Ferrofci 
about forty-thrceleagues ; f^^ Einishme, fctfim 
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with the combined fleet returning from the West- In* 
dies. The result of the .action which ensued is thus 
Stated by the British admiral, in a letter to Admiral* 
Cornwallis, the commander in chief : 

“ Sir, " Prince of Wales, July 23, 

u ¥ estx&da Y ut noon, lat. 43 deg. 30 phin. N. lonfr 
,1 1 deg. 17 min. W. 1 was favored with a vie>y of the 
Combined Squadrons of France and Spain, consisting 
of twenty sail of the line, also three large ships,, armed 
enflnt^, of about fifty guns each, with five frigates, and 
throe brigs ; the force under nay direction at this time 
consisting of fi/ieen sail of the line, two frigates, a 
cutter, and a lugger. 1 immediately stood towards 
the enemy, making the needful signals for battle in 
the closest order ; and,, on &osipg with them, I made 
the signal for attacking their centre# When 1 had 
reached their rear, I talked die squadron in succes- 
sion; this brought us close up under, their lee, and 
.when our head-most ships reached their centre, the 
enemy were tacking in succession ; this obliged me to 
make again the same manoeuvre, by which I brought 
on an action which lasted upwards of four hours, when 
I found it-necessary to bring-to the squadron to cover 
the two captured ships whose names are in the mar- 
gin. * I have to observe, the enemy bad every ad-r 
vantage of wind and weather dming the whole day. 
The weather had been .foggy, at times, great part of 
thamorpixig; and very soon after wa had brought 
them to action, the fog was so very thick at intervals, 

. that we could with great difficulty see the ship a-bead 

* St. JjUfsel, 84 gam, F«rme, 7i gam* 
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or a* stern bf us ; this rendered it impossible to take 
the advantage of the enemy by signals I could have 
wished to have done ; had the weather been more fa- 
vorable^ I am led to believe the victory would have 
been more complete. I have great pleasure in saying 
that every ship was conducted in the most masterly 
ctyle ; and 1 beg leave thus publicly to returivevery 
captain, officer, and man, Whom I had the honor to 
command on that day, my most grateful thanks for 
their conspicuously gallant, and very judicious good 
conduct. The Hon. Captain Gardner, of the 
Hero, led the van squadron in a most masterly 
and officer-like manner, to whom I feel myself parti- f 
cularly indebted ; as also to Captain Coming, for his 
assistance during the action. Inclosed is a list of the 
killed and wounded on board the different ships. If 
I may judge from the slaughter on board the captured 
ships, the enemy must have suffered greatly. They 
are now in sight to windward ; and wbenl have se- 
cured the captured ships, and put the squadron to 
rights, I shall endeavour to avail myself of any op- 
portunity that may offer, to give you some further ac- 
count of these combined squadrons. 

“R. C alder. 

u Admiral Cornwallis. 

“.Ships under the orders of Vice-Admiral Sir -R. Colder * 
Bart. July 22. 

“ Hero, Hon. A. H. Gardner. 1 killed, 4 wounded. 
—Ajax, William Brown. 2 killed, 16 wounded. — 
Triumph, Henry Inman. 5 killed, 6 wounded. — 
Barfleur, George Martin. 3 killed^ 7 wounded — . 
Agamemnon, John Harvey. 3 wounded. — Windsor 
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Castle, Charley Boyles* 10 killed, 34 wounded.— 
Defiance, P. C. Durham. , 1 killed, 7 wounded.— 
Prince of Wales, Vice-admiral Sir Robert CaJder, 
and Captain W, Cuming. 3 killed, 20 wounded,— 
Repulse, Hon. A . K. Legge. 4 wounded,-— Raison** 
able, Jopias Rowley. J killed, 1 wounded.— -Dragon, 
Edward Griffiths. None.— G lory, Rear*adaiLral Sir 
Charles Stirling, and Captain Samuel Warren. 1 killed 
1 wounded.— Warrior, $. Hood Linaee. None.— 
Thunderer, W. Ledbmene. 7 killed, 11 wounded.— 
Malta, Edward Bullet 5 killed, 40 wounded.— 
Privates.— Egyptieane, Eon. C. E. Fleming. No re- 
turn.— Sirius, W* P*owse. 2 killed, 3 wounded.— 
Frisk cutter, Lieut. J. Nicholson. None^— Nile lug- 
ger, Lieut. G. Fennel. Nome. — Total— 4 J lulled, 143 
.wounded. 

{Signed) “ JL Calm*." 

In addidoij to this official statement of the British 
admiral, we phall subjoin an account of the engage- 
ment given in a letter from an officer of om of the 
English frigates 

“ Ou the 22d of July, about 1 1 AM. the Defiance, 
one of the look-out ships, made a signal for a fleet 
N. AV. directly to windward of our fleet, and that they 
consisted of ships of the line and frigates, to the num- 
ber of 30. At this time we were to windward of the 
Pefiance, aud lour or fiveleagues to windward of our 
fleet. About half past 12 P. M. we could plainly 
count from pur deck from 24 to 30 sail lying-to. 
The Defiance getting nearly within gun-shot returned 
to our fleet, who were then forming in line of battle. 
About two we were considerably within gun-shot of" 
C 3 
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the enemy’s advanced squadron, when they tacked, 
and stood to windward of their fleet, then formed In 
line. We bore up to leeward of their advanced ship, 
and passed within half gun-shot of their whole line* 
which was formed in a masterly style, and consisted 
of 1 7 sail of the line; and three line 6f battle ships 
to windward, for the protection of their rear. They 
had likewise seven large frigates, two brigs, and a very 
valuable galleon, which one of their frigates had in 
tow ; the frigates were likewise with the three ships' of 
the. line, to windward of their sternmost ship. Our 
fleet was at this time six miles to leeward, on the star- 
board .tack, under a press of sail ; the. enemy at the 
same time under easy sail. A thick fog intervening, 
prevented the two fleets from seeing each other. Per- 
ceiving the galleon in tow by the frigate, and observ- 
ing that •she was the sternmost ship of the enemy’s 
tone, we tacked with the intention of endeavoring to 
cut her off. This sudden manoeuvre threw the enemy’s 
frigate into alarm, and she immediately commenced 
. firing signal guus m quick succession, which caused the 
three line of battle *bips stationed to cover their rear 
• to edge down .for her protection. Our attempt being 
thus frustrated, we were compelled to edge down to 
our fleet. The fog at this time cleared a little, and 
we perceived that our fleet tacked for the enemy, and 
that the admiral had given the signal to attack their 
centre. As we were edging away, we observed that the 
. van of the enemy had likewise wore for the protection 
% of the galleon, and at three quarters past four their 
heading ships were in a ,yery critical situation. On 
passing they hoisted Spanish colors, and we received 
the whole fire of their three leading shios, upwards 
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of 120 pieces of heavy artillery, discharged in one mi- , 
"nute on our frigate, while We could only return twen- 
ty, Thus the action commenced : our leading ship, 
the Hero, tacked ■as soon as the enemy opened their 
'fire on us, and commenced a heavy cannonading on 
them in return; It continued with unremitting fury for 
three hours and a half, when we saw; on the clearing 
of the fog at intervals, the French line to windward, 
and two ships disabled, although we could not distin- 
guish at the time whether they belonged to the enemy 
or to us. At half past eight the firings ceased on both 
sides; the admiral hoisted his distinguishing lights, as 
did the rest of the squadron, when we could plainty 
observe our fleet to be in tolerable order, considering 
the extreme fogginess, of the weather ; and had appa- 
rently suffered but little, although the firing on both 
sides was extremely heavy. We being just to leeward 
of the admiral, were ordered into the rear to take 
possession' of the two prizes. About nine the admiral 
made the signal to bring- to on 1 the starboard tack, 
which was complied with by the whole line. The 
two Spanish ships that surrendered had 600 men 
killed and wounded; their lowef masts shot away by 
the board, so that they were rendered totally unma- 
nageable, and gave us immense trouble in towing 
them. Had the weather been clear, I have no hesi- 
tation iu saying they would have been completely de* 
feated ; but the fog prevented our ships getting near 
enough, and the French being to windward, were too 
wise to come nearer to us.”* 

The Windsor Castle; of 98 guns, was the only* Engl- 
ish ship which sustained any material injury in the 
action, and considering the nature* of the conflict in 
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which she was engaged, it is matter qf surprise that 
she came off so well. The enemy, haunted with the 
terrific idea of Lord Nelson, concluded, at first, that 
it was the squadron under his lordship which they had 
fallen in with. Under this impression several of the 
French and Spanish ships at once bore down and attack- 
ed the Windsor Castle, which they mistook ibr the hag- 
ship of the noble admiral himself. She received the fire 
of seven ships before , she came up wkh her opponent, 
and then engaged two French and two Spanish ships 
of the line, beside a frigate anda brig, for two hours 
and a half. The two Frenchmen were driven out of 
Mhe line, one of the Spaniards dropped astern, and the 
Other struck her colors. Two more French line of battle 
ships coming jup on her quarter to cake the Windsor Cas- 
tle, the British admiral, in the Prince of Wales, hastened 
to her relief, and engaged two of her opponents. Had 
it not been for this timely assistance, the consequences 
would probably have been very serious, notwithstancU 
iag the intrepidity of Captain Boyles, and the brave 
crew of the Windsor Castle. One of these brave fel- 
lows had his right thigh shot <off, and was suffering 
amputation, when he heard that the Spanish ship 
had struck. He immediately took off b}s hat, gave throe 
abeers, and exclaimed : “ 1 shall die happy !” 

This action, though by no .means decisive, was 
highly honourable to the British squadron, only the 
van of which could get into action, the rest ©i the 
*typs .being prevented by the fog from comiqg up with 
the enemy. The loss of the latter, exclusi ve of the two 
captured ships, in which, as. we have already seen, 
jthe slaughter was veiygreat, amounted by their ao 
count to 55 killed, and 1 19 wounded* 
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Sir Robert Calder, consulting the safety of his prizes, 
and the disabled Windsor Castle, did not think it pru- 
dent to force the enemy to a second engagement. Ho 
had, besides, some reason to apprehend that thejr 
would be joined by reinforcements from Rochefort or 
Ferrol, in which case his situation would havO been 
rather critical, * He neither sought nor shunned a re- 
newal of the action, so that the enemy had an oppor- 
tunity of getting into Vigo. Sir Robert, on this, de- 
tached Rear-admiral Stirling to his former station oft 
Rochefort, and proceeded himself with ten sail of the 
line to resume the blockade of Ferrol. 

On the 31st of July Villeneuve again put to sea* 
with thirteen French and two Spanish line of battle 
ships, and on the 2nd of August arrived at Corunna. 
Two Spanish ships, and the French ship Atlas, being 
1 bad sailers, were left behind at Vigo, together with 
the vessels in which the Spanish treasure had been 
brought from America. Frorii Corunna the French 
.admiral proceeded td Ferrol, which station Sir Robert 
Calder, who had received no reinforcements, was un- 
der the necessity of quitting, and thus formed a junc- 
tion with the squadron in that port. More than 30 
ships of the line, besides frigates, were now assembled 
in that harbor, and it was presumed that this force 
was destined to co-operate in the execution of the 
long-menaced plan of invasion. 

From Ferrol to the Texel every thing seemed to in- 
dicate some important naval enterprise. Troops were 
embarked on board the fleet at Brest. At Boulogne 
upwards of 100,000 infantry were encamped, and in 
the Texel a squadron under Admiral de Winter waft 
ready to sail, with transports containing 15,000 troopa* 
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The unexpected turn of affairs on the continent, 
however, totally deranged the favourite plan of Buo- 
naparte, at the very moment when every thing por- 
tended its speedy execution. 

, , Lord Nelson having received intelligence of the ar- 
rival of Villeneuve and Qravina at Ferrol, proceeded 
to England in the Victory, accompanied by the Su- 
perb, Captain Keates, after leaving the rest of his 
squadron with Admiral Cornwallis before Brest; and 
on the 17th of August arrived at Portsmouth. 

In the mean time the combined fleet, having been 
reinforced at Ferrol by the Spanish squadrons of Ad- 
mirals Gran dell ana and Gourdon, sailed, again on the 
13th of August, to the number of 34 ships of the 
line, before any British force appeared off the bar* 
bor. On the 22d of the same month this formidable 
fleet arrived at Cadiz, \yhere they had nearly sur- 
prized Admiral Collingwood, who lay at the entrance 
of the road with four sail of the line, and a frigate. 

On the 17th of August, Admiral Cornwallis, igno- 
rant of the departure of the enemy, detached Sir Ro- 
bert C alder from the Channel fleet* with 20 sail* 
among which were the ships left with biro by Lord 
Kelson, to blockade FerroL Scarcely had Sir Robert 
left Admiral Cornwallis, when the latter received in- 
telligence from the in* shore squadron, on. the 21st, 
that the enemy were projecting some movements. Hq, 
therefore, anchored with his whole < fleet, in the even- 
ing, near the Black Rocks. In the course of the 
night, he sent a cutter round the fleet, to inform each 
ship, that he meant to attack. the enemy at day-light 
jn the morning, and that be himself in the Ville do 
Pahs, would lead the van into action. Our intrepid 
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tars were at their quarters aff night, most ardently 
longing to have an opportunity of trying the mettle of 
the enemy. But when, in the morning, the french- 
fleet got under weigh, instead of bearing down to' air- 
tack the British squadron, they put about and stood 
back into Brest haTbour. — The gallant veteran home-* 
diately made sail after them ; and, being nobly sup- 
ported by Sir Richard Strachan, in the Caesar, Captain 
Otway, in the Montague, Sec. succeeded in bringing 
the sternmost ships of the enemy t<? action. The ft re 
of the English ships, during the short time if lasted, 
was tremendous ; and, as "they had opportunities of 
raking the flying ships of the enemy, the latter must; 
Have suffered' considerable damage. They had very 
nearly succeeded in cutting off some of the sternmost 
ships of the enemy, one of them carrying a fteaf-ad- 
miral’s flag ; but they unfortunately got under covet 
of their land batteries. ‘ ' 

Sir Robert Caldef, on fils arrival off Perrot, finding 
that the enemy had left that port, pursued them; to 1 
Cadi/. There he was joined by the* little Squadroii 
under Rear-admiral ‘ Coltingwodd', and the' combined 4 
ffeetwas closely blocked up by those officers . 1 Sir Ro- 
bert - being Ordered home, tofd Nelkon Was appointed 
to (he chief ‘command on that station. 

. Government had received ample proof that the abi- 
lities and 2Caf of His* Ibrdsftip' were equaf ttranycon** 
tinge ncy. fifrr was therefore* entrusted 1 with* powers* 
ihorir unftmiteeftban were ever confided 4 ttr any navaf 
commander. His instructions* were; at ttie-samertime; 
the most concise that could 4 possibly be delivered; 
ilJ^e^ascertmmhglnrcommaud; which waRtoextfcnd 
Ann CadisrBSry' over the* wholeoif the M^t«tumea^ 
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Sea ; and he was left to act as he pleased in any si\d* 
den emergency that might require the exercise of his 
judgment, hs iu his recent pursuit of the combined 
fleet to the shores of Egypt and the West Indies. 

Furnished with these powers, his lordship, #on the 
7th of September, took his final leave of the board of 
admiralty, and hastened to Portsmouth to proceed to 
the station assigned him. He went on board his flag- 
ship, the Victoiy, and Accompanied by the Ajax and 
Defiance, of 74 guns, the Agamemnon of 64, and 
Euryalus of 38 guns, he quitted the shores of Eng- 
land, which, alas ! he was destined never more to 
behold. . ^ ' 

On the 28th of September Lord Nelson joined his 
fleet before Cadiz, and here he resolved to adopt the 
same plan which ' he had followed oft Toulon. He 
neither remained directly off Cadiz, nor within sight of 
that port. His object was not to induce the enemy 
by the display of all bis force to remain in the harbor, 
but to tempt them, by every means in his power, to 
venture out. In pursuance of this design, he never 
kept all bis fleet before Cadiz. This was the manner - 
in which it was stationed— The Euryalus frigate 
was within half a mile of the mouth of the har- 
bor to watch the enemy’s movements, and give him 
the earliest intelligence. Off the harbor, but at a 
greater distance, be had about seven pr eight sail of 
the line.. He remained himself off Cape St. Mary 
* with the remainder of bis fleet, and a line of frigates 
extended and, communicated between him apd the 
seven or eight sail off Cadiz, The advantage of this 
plan was, that he could receive supplies and reinforce- 
dents off Cape St. Mary, without the enemy’s being 
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informed of it, and thus they remained constantly ig- 1 
nortmt of the real force under, his command. ' 

/ Not long after his arrival, the British admiral re«* 
ceived such information as led him to believe that? 
the enemy would soon put to sea. He therefore ar«r 
ranged a plan for engaging them, which he commit 
nicated to the officers under his command in the fol- 
lowing 

u MEMORANDUM. * 

“ Victory , off* Cadiz, Oct . 10, 1 S<*5. 

u Thinking it almost impossible to bring a fleet of 
forty. sail of the line into battle, in variable winds,' 
thick ^weather, and other circumstances which must 
occur, without such a loss of time that the opportu- 
nity would probably be lost of bringing the enemy to 
battle in such a manner as to make the business deci- 
sive, I have therefore made up my mind to keep the 
fleet in that position of sailing, (with the exception of 
the first and second in command), that the order of 
sailing is to be the order of the battle ; placing the fleet 
in two dines, of sixteen ships each, with an advanced 
squadron of eight of the fastest sailing two-decked 
ships, which will always make, if wanted, a line of 
twenty-four sail, on whichever line the commander- 
in chief may direct. - The second in command will, 
after my intentions are made known to him, have the 
‘entire direction of his line, to make the attack upon 
the enemy, and to follow up the blow until they are 
captured or destroyed# If the enemy’s fleet is seen t# . 
windward, in line of battle, and that the twp lines 
•and advanced squadron could fetch them, they will 
probably be so extended, that their van could qot 

VOL. V. ' D 
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succour their rear. I should therefore probably make 
the second in command’s signal, to lead through about 
the twelfth ship from their rear, (or wherever he could 
fetch, if toot able to get so far advanced) ; my line 
would lead through about their ventre, and the ad- 
vanced squadron, two, three, or four ships arhead of 
thOir centre, so as to ensure getting at tbeir com* 
mander-in-chief, whom every effort must be made to 
capture*— The whole impression of the British fleet 
must be to over-power from two to three ships a head 
of tbeir commander-in-chief (supposed to be in their 
centre), to the rear of tbeir fleet. I will suppose 
twenty sail pf the line to be untouched, it must be 
some time before they could perform a manoeuvre to 
bring their force compact to attack any part of the 
British fleet, or succour their own ships, which, in- 
deed, would be impossible without mixing with the 
ships engaged. The enemy’s fleet is supposed to -con- 
sist of forty-six sail of the line, British forty, if either 
is less, only a proportion of the enemy to be cut off ; 
.British to be one* fourth superior to the enemy cut of. 
Something must be. left to chance ; nothing is sure in 
a sea-fight beyond all others 1 Shots will carry away 
masts and, yards of friends as well as foes but 1 look 
with confidence to a victory before x the van of the 
enemy could succour their rear, and then that the 
British fleet would be ready to receive the twenty sail 
of the line, or to pursue them, should they endeavor 
to make off. If the van of the enemy tacks, the cap- 
% lured ships must run to leeward of the British fleet* 
If the enemy wear, the British fleet must place them- 
aelves between the enemy Bird the captured and dis- 
abled British ships; and, should the enemy close, 1 

5 
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have no fear as to the result. The second in command 
will, in all possible things, direct the movements of 
his line, by keeping them as compact as the nature of 
circumstances will admit. ; Captains are to look to 
their particular line as their rallying point; but in case 
signals canuot be seen, or clearly understood, no cap* 
tain can do very wrong if he places hit ship alongside that 
of an enemy. 

f Ad vanced squadron . . 8 


British Divisions < Weather line 16 

(Lee line — . 16 

Enemy 46 


The divisions of the British fleet Will be brought 
nearly within gun-shot of the enemy's centre ; the sig- 
nal will most probably be made for the lee-line to 
bear up together, to set sails, even their steering sails 
in order to get as quickly as possible to the enemy 'a 
line, and to cut through, beginning at the twelfth ship 
of the enemy's rear. Some ships may not get through 
their expected place, but they will always be at hand 
to assist their friends. If any are thrown in die rear 
of the enemy, they will complete the business of 
twelve sail of the enemy.. Should the enemy wear to- 
gether, or bear up, and sail large, still the twelve 
ships composing, in the first position, the enemy's rear, 
are to be the object of attack of the lee-line, unless 
otherwise directed by the commander- in-chief, which 
is scarcely to be expected, as the entire management 
of the lee-line (after the intentions of the commander- 
in-chief are signified) is intended to be left to the ad- 
miral commanding that line. The remainder of the 
D- 2 
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enemy's fleet, thirty-five sail of the line, are to be 
left to the management of the coinmauder-in-chief, 
who will endeavour to take care that the movements 
of the second in command are as little interrupted as 
possible. • ' 

“NELSOV AND BRONTE.” 

The Board of Admiralty deserved every praise for 
the active and vigorous exertions they had made to 
place the force under his lordship in the, best possible 
state. The combined fleet in Cadiz had engaged their 
particular attention, and three or four additional sail 
of the line were sent out to him from England. Of 
this reinforcement the enemy, from his lordship's ju- 
dicious method of stationing his fleet, remained per- 
, fectiy ignorant. . 

The commanders of the combined fleet had received 
orders to put to sea the first opportunity that shpuld 
be afforded them, either if the British fleet should be 
weakened- by detachments, or compelled by stress of 
weather to quit the blockade of Cadiz. Their object 
is supposed to have been, to collect in their passage 
the squadron at Carthagena^ and to proceed to Tou- 
lon, where, being joined by the vessels in that port, 
they would have formed a fleet of between 40 and 50 
sail, with which it was their design to prevent, impos- 
sible, the sailing of auy expedition with British troops 
from Malta, or with Russian troops jrom Corfu. 
The course they v w’ere steering and the account given 
in Vice-admiral CollingwoodV subsequent dispatches* 
, justify this presumption. 
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Battle of Trafalgar. 

Admiral Louis bad been detached on the 19th of 
October by Lord Nelson, with seven sail of the line, 
to Tetuan Bay, for provisions and other necessaries. 
The enemy were informed of this circumstance, and 
conceiving that the British fleet was deduced to about 
twenty sail of the line, they resolved to seize an op- 
portunity so favorable for executing the peremptory 
commands they had received. On the 20th, Admiral 
Villeueuve and four other admirals, with 3$ sail of 
the line, 7 frigates, and 8 corvettes, got under weigh, 
and on the 2 1st fell in'witb his lordship, with 26 ships 
of the line, a few leagues from Cape Trafalgar. 

The following, particulars, extracted from the Gi- 
braltar Chronicle, elucidate so completely the views, 
motives, and dispositions of the commander-in-chief 
of the combined *fleet, and are of themselves so ex- 
tremely interesting, that their omission would foe an 
injustice to the reader. 

u It appears from every account that has been re- 
ceived from the Spanish officers who have been taken 
prisoners, that Admiral Villeneuve certainly sailed 
from Cadiz with the determination of giving battle U> 
the English fleet. There is, however, the strongest 
reason to believe, that this measure was contrary both 
to the views and instructions of Buonaparte, whose 
intentions were, that the combined fleets should pro- 
ceed from Cadiz to Toulon, forming a junction with 
the Carthagena squadron in their way, that he might, 
by these means, have the greatest part of the Spanish 
*avy m.A f renph ^ort, and immediately in his power, 
p3 
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in cast any reverse of fortune might tempt the Spanish* 
government to seize a favorable opportunity to throw, 
off the galling yoke he baa imposed upon it. Bufrx 
Villeneuve seems to have been impelled by motives- of: 
'personal resentment and wounded honor to act in op- 
position to the wishes of his master. He had been, 
deeply stung by a severe remark in the Moniteur,. 
upon, what the conduct of the French fleet would be if 
commanded by a man of abilities: the Spaniard Shad, 
also openly upbraided him with not supporting them* 
in the action off Cape Finisterre. Buonaparte, he 
likewise knew, had publicly spoken of him in the 
most sarcastic manner ; and, to complete his misfor- 
tunes, be had received private intelligence that Ad- 
miral Rosilly was ordered from Paris to supersede him. 
in the command of the combined fleets at Cad^z. — 
Under such circumstances he naturally felt that even* 
a defeat could add but little to his disgrace while, on-, 
the contrary, a victory over a British fleet, command- 
ed by the first hero of the age, would wipe off'every. 
stain on his conduct, and cover him* with immortal 
honor. Thus situated, he resolved to put to sea be- 
fore Admiral Rosilly could arrive, in spite of every 
remonstrance from Admiral Gr&yina. and' the other 
Spanish officers of rank, who vainly attempted to dis- 
suade him from his design of giving battle to the Bri- 
tish fleet, which they saw would be attended with tire- 
most disastrous consequences.. Villeneuve, however*, 
was immoveable; and the intelligence he had re- 
ceived of Admiral Louis and six sail of rthe line .being, 
then absent from the fleet, induced him to believe 
that Lord Nelson had only twenty -.one sail of the line 
along with him, as he was ignorant of the reinforce- 
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i»ent which had arrived from England,, owing td the 
great distance at which the British fleet kept from 
'Cadiz. On this supposition, Villeneuve's original 
disposition of his fleet is generally allowed to have been 
extremely judicious.—' Twenty-one of bis ships were to 
be drawn up* in the usual line of battle, to receive the 
first attack ef the British fleet, while twelve of his se- 
lect ships,* forming a body of reserve to windward, 
were to bear down and double upon the British line, 
after the action had commenced,, and thus to place it 
between two fires. Every ether precaution was aho 
taken that was thought most likely to insure success. 
Ten thousand of their choicest troops were distributed 
throught the fleet; the French shipawere furnished with 
every species, of fire-balls and combustibles, to thrdw 
on board the English ships, in hopes of being able 
either to bum them> or to produce such confusion as 
might greatly facilitate their design of boarding, where 
ah opportunity offered* The French admiral,, however, 
on seeing our fleet so much stronger than be expected, 
abandoned his original plan, and formed the whole 
of his ships into, one line, firmly awaiting the at- 
tack.”; - 

A statement of the relative strength of the hostile 
fleetsis subjoined. ■ The; references to each ship cor-* 
respond; with< those on the annexed engraving, which 
represents the situation. ofrJthe two fleets at the mo- 
jrenV ofcop&Seac^ 
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▼AN. 


Ships ' 

Guos 

Commander* 

A Victory ....... 

..no j 

■ Admiral Lord Nelsops 


. Captain T. M. Hardy 

B Temeraire .... 

.. j>8 

— E, Harvey 

C Neptune ...... 

.. 98 

— T* F* Fremantle 

D Britannia .... 

..100 \ 

\ Rear-Ad* Earl ofNortheak 


1 

[Captain C. Bulkn 

£ Leviathan 

.. 74 

— r — H. W. BaynUin ; 

£ Conqueror .... 

74 

- L Felkw , 

G Agamemnon 

.. 64 

- .1 • mm Sir E. Berry 

11 Ajax . ...... 

.. 7* 

*J. PilfcM 

1 Oricfn v ...... 

.. 74 

» —■ C. Codrington , 

K Minotaur. ..... 

74 

C. J. M -Mansfield 

£ Spartiate ...... 

.. 74 

Sir £• Lafovey j * 

X Defiance .... .. 

74 

— — P. C. Durham : 

Z Prince — ..... 

— 98 

— — — R. GrindaU 

AA Breadnonght 

.. 98 

■■■ ■?■■*— J. Conn : 

BB Africa ...... 

... 64 

Captain H. Digby . 


REAR. 


^ - Ships Guns 

M Royal Sovereign. . 100 

K ReWeisle ........ 74 

O Colossus ........ 74 


Commander* 

Vice-Admkal ColKngU'oOdi 
Obtain E. Rbtheram 

— W.ttargood 

• - > — f — J. N. Morris 


• Senior lieutenants commanding in the place of Captain* 
Brown and Lechmere, called home to give evidence OTSthc igr 
qisry into the conduct of Sir R. Cal dev* 
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Ships Guos 

PMars 74 

Q*TonnaQt stt 

K Bellerophoil .... 74 

S Achilfe 74 

T Polyphemus . . , . 64 
U Revenge 74 

V Swifts urfe ........ 74 

W Defence .. r ..... 74 

Y Thunderer ...... 74 

a Euryalus $ 6 ' 

b Sirius .......... $6 

e P bee be .......... 36 

d Naiad .......... 36 

e Pickle .......... io 


f Eutreprenante_. ... 10 


Commanders 
G. Duff - 

— - C. Tyler 
-*■ - ■ ■ Cooke 
■*■■■ 111 — R. King 
~ R. Redmill 4 

— H, R. Moorsom 

* - ■ ■■■ W.,G> Rutherford 
— Geo, Hope 
— — *J Stockham 
— ■ Hon.H. Blackwood 

■ W. Prowse 

— ■ ■ Hon. T. B. Capel 

• 1\ D undas 

Lieut. J. R. Lapenotiere 

— h Puyer 


, T Hf 

COMBINED FRENCH AND SPANISH FLEETS, 


Ship* 


SPANISH SHIPS. 

Gum Commanders, 

f Rear-Admiral Don Iialtaser 


10 Sant. Trinidada . . 1 36 3 Cisneros, Brigadier Don.F*. 
(Uriarte 

29 Principe d* Asturias 1 1 £ f ^miral F. Graviua 

l Capt. Don Antonia Escano 
26 Argonauta ..... 80 — — - Don Antonio Perejo 

1 Nepttino 84 * Brig. Don C. Veldes 

f /►Vice-Admiral Don Ignatio. 

17 Santa Anna . . . . 1 1 2 3 D’AHva, Capt. Dou Joseph. 

{de Gardoqui 
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Ships .. Guns 

rO Rayo - *...400 

32 Montannez...... 74 

19 Monarca ...... 74 

23 St. J. Nepomoceno 74 
8 San Fran. de Assisi 74 

30 Bahama 74 

11 San Jus to 74 

15 San Leandro . . .. t>4 
3 San Augustino . • 74 
S3 San Ildefonso,.~. 74 

Flora .. 44 

Mercnrio ...... 24 


• Commanders > 

Brig. Don Hen. M'Dond 
Capt. Don F. Alcedo * . 

Don T. Argumosa * 
•5-—* Bng.DonC.Chimru 0 » 

— Don Louis de PloreB 

* Bi igDon A .D .Galjana 

— - — r Don .Miguel Gaston 
— ■ — r Don Jos. de Quevedo 
— Brig.DonF.X.Cagigal 

— Don Jos. de Varga* 


FH£NCHSHH»S. 


J2 Le Bucentaure . 


4 Le Formidable , 

25 L’Algeeiras ... 

16 L^Indomptable - 
13 Le Neptune ... 
20LePluton ..... 

5 Le Mont Blanc . 
28 Le Swiftsure 

2 Le Scipion . . - 
24 Le Berwick • ... 


21 L'lntrepide ... 


Guns Commanders 

r Admiral Villeneuve 
. 80 < Captain Prigny 
(. ■ — Majendie 

g 0 ( Rear-Admiral Dumaneir 
X Captain M. Letellier 
C Rear-Admiral Magon 
Captain Bruard 
. 84 — -t — Hubert 

. 84 Maistral 

,. 74 Cosmas 

. 74 — — le Villegries 

. 74 - - — Villemadria 

.. 74 ■— - — Berenger 

.. 74 Camas 

. 74 , " '■■■t" 1 • (nforoH 
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Ships 

Gaos 

Commawfen 

31 L’Aigle ........ 

74 

Captain Courrege 

9 I/Heros 

74 

— — — Poulaih 

18 Le Fougueux. ... 

74 

— Beaudpuia 

/ LePuGuayTrouin 74 

. ■ Touflet 

22 L'Argonaute ... 

74 


1.4 Le Redoubtable. 

74 

— — Lucas 

27 L’Achille. ...... 

74, 

de Nieuport 

40 L’Hermione .... 

40 


37 L’Hortumne ... 

40 


39 La Cornelie . 

40 


36 La Tbamise . . . 

40 


34 Le Rbin ....... 

40 


35 L' Argus .... 

16 


38 Le Ferrete 

18 


L/Observateur . 

18 

** 


36 

* 


.The heroic Nelson now saw within his reach the 
enemy of whom he had been so long in pursuit. When 
he found that he had placed them in such a situation 
that they could not avoid an engagement, he displayed 
the utmost animation, and bis usual Confidence of vic- 
tory ; he said to Captain Hardy, and the other officers 
who surrounded him on the quarter-deck, “ Now they 
cannot escape us ; 1 think we shall at least make sure 
of twenty of them — I shall probably lose a leg, but 
that will be purchasing a victory cheaply." 

About twelve at noon the action began, and the last 
signal before it commenced was a piivate signal by 
telegraph, a signal too emphatic ever to be forgotten 
— “ England expects every man t<f do his duty/' 
While the Victory was going into action', his lordship 
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waited the deck very quickly* and 'exclaimed : “This 
b the happiest day of my life— and it is a happy day 
too for Burnham Thorpe, (the place of his nativity) 
for it is the day of their fair."! He thenwent over the 
different decks, saw and conversed with the seamen, 
encouraged them with his usual affability, and was 
much pleased with the manner in which they had bar- 
ricaded the hawse-holes of the ship. AH was perfect 
death like silence, till just before the action began. 
Three cheers w6re given his lordship as he ascended 
the quarter-deck ladder. ' He had been particular in 
recommending cool steady firing in preference to a. 
hurrying fire, without aim or precision, and the event 
justified his lordship’s advice, as the masts of his op- 
ponents came tumbling down on their decks, and over 
their sides, within half an hoar after the battle began 
to rage in its full fury. 

It was Lord Nelson’s intention to have broken 
through the enemy’s line between the tenth and eleventh 
ship’s from their van, but finding the enemy’s line in 
that part so close that there was not room to pass, be 
ordered the Victory to be run on board the ship that 
opposed him. The Temeraire, which seconded, the ' 
Victory, likewise ran onboard of the next ship in the 
enemy’s- line, so that these four ships were for a con- 
siderable time engaged, as it were, in one mass, and 
so close, that the flash of almost every gun fired from 
the Victory set fire to, the Redoubtable, to which ship 
she was at that time opposed-; while the British sea- 
men with the greatest coolness were, at intervals, em- 
ployed in the midst of a tremendous fiie in throwing 
buckets of water tp extinguish the flames on board of 
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the enemy's ship, lest by spreading they might involve 
both in destruction. 

The ship of the French commander-in-chief was 
what Lord Nelson had determined first to engage, if 
he could have distinguished her ; but singular arfit 
may appear, no person on board could discover the 
French admiral's flag flying during the whole of the 
day, though the Victory was for some time within 
pistol-shot of her, and saluted her so warmly as to 
render her incapable of taking any farther share in the 
engagement. 

Lord Nelson, upon this, shot a-head to the Spanish 
admiral's ship, the superb Santissima Trinidad a. With 
this same Santissima Trinidada he had already gained 
the highest honor in grappling, during the action off 
Cape St. Vincent, on the 14th of February, 1797. She 
was the largest ship in the world, carried 135 guns, 
and had four decks. The hero ordered the Victory to 
be carried alongside hi» old acquaintance, as be called 
her, and to be lashed to this tremendous opponent. 
The conflict was horrible ; the enemy were engaged at 
the muzzle of their guns. A dreadful carnage was 
made in their ships, which were full of men. The San- 
tissima Trinidada’ had on board )600, including a 
corps of trOops, arabogwhom were sortie sharp- 
shooters. \ 

The conflict had continued with great obstinacy for 
two hours, and the riflemen placed in the tops of the 
the enemy's ships were doing great execution. Cap- 
tain Adair, of the marines, fell pierced with several 
balls; Mr. Pasco, the first lieutenant of the Victory, 
received a wound, and out of 110 marines stationed 
on the poop and quarter-deck, upwards of 80 were 
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killed and wounded. His Lordship having in the 
morning put on the stars of his different orders, the 
badges of honor he had gained in many a hard-fought 
battle, his secretary and chaplain entreated him, pre- 
vious to the engagement, to take them off, fearing, 
but too justly, that his dress might expose him. “ No,'* 
replied the hero, “ in honor I gained them ; in honor 
I will die in them." Captain Hardy observing, from 
the maimer in which the sharp-shooters fired, that \{ 
was their object to single out the officers, repeatedly 
requested Lord Nelson to change his coat, or to put 
on a great-coat over it. The undaunted admiral an* 
swered, he had not time, and too soon were Captain 
Hardy's apprehensions verified. A shot from the 
main-top of (he Redoubtable, as it is supposed, car- 
ried away part of the epaulet, and penetrating the 
star, entered bis left breast, and took a direction 
through the vital parts— he fell* and was immediately 
carried below. The surgeons were busily employed 
upon the Wounded — his lordship desired, as on a for- 
mer occasion, to, take his turn. As soon as. the sur- 
geon examined the wound, he saw it was mortal. The 
^gallant hero had his eyes fixed attentively, upon him— 
he saw the surgeon turn pale, and his countenance as- 
sume the deepest impression of grief— “ It is mortal, 
I see," said he. The surgeon did not, or could not 
speak. He r directed Capiain Hardy to be called. He 
spoke no more of his wound, except when he first 
communicated to the captain the surgeon's conviction. 
He^m ployed the short time he lived in dictating orders 
relative to the battle, in receiving reports, in enquiring 
what was the Condition of the enemy, and what ships 
Jbad struck. He liyed about an hour, during which 
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time he remained perfectly collected, and displayed 
the same* heroic magnanimity in the arms of death 
that had marked his conduct in every action of his 
glorious life. To the last moment he was able to give . 
directions with the utmost clearness and precision. 

Like General Wolfe breathing out his life on the 
heights of Abraham j he enquired, u whethef the enemy 
j;ave way.” Being told by Captain Hardy that he was 
certain twelve of the enemy’s^ ships had surrendered, 
but that probably more had struck, his lordship said ; 
w What, only twelve 1 there should have been, at least, 
fifteen or sixteen by ray calculation. However,” added 
he, after a short pause, “ twelve are pretty .well.** 
As life ebbed fast away, the number augmented. He 
was told that fifteen had struck ; he seemed enraptured 
with the intelligence. He was soon afterwards roused 
by another cheer from the crew of the Victory, and 
was informed that nineteen sail of the enemy had sub- 
mitted* “ Nineteen !* exclaimed the expiring hero 
** F could wish to have lived a little longer too. But,” 
added he, u the 'will of God be done.” He laid his 
bead upon the shoulder of Captain Hardy, who re- 
mained with him to the last, and in a few moments 
his gallant soul escaped for ever ! 

Just before his dissolution he spoke in raptures of 
the event of the day, and sent his last instructions and 
bis regards to Admiral Colling wood, desiring, “ that he 
would make his affectionate farewel to all his brother 
seamen throughout the fleet !” 

It was known on boafd the Trinidada that the Bri- 
tish admiral had been wounded, and the moment he 
fell there was a general shout on board the Spanish 
ship. Short however was the exultation of her crew, 

' ‘ E 2 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



40 THE BRITISH TRIDENT; 

who were soon obliged to strike to the irresistible 
prowess of the British tars. After this conquest the 
Victory subdued a third ship, which closed the en- 
gagement with her. 

Admiral Collingwood with his division of the British 
fleet, was meanwhile closely engaged with the rear of 
the enemy. The Royal Sovereign, indeed, was in ac* 
tion twenty minutes before any other ship. Her op- 
ponent was the Santa Anna, of 1 1 2 guns, bearing the 
flag of Vice-admiral Don Ignatio d'Aliva. During the 
conflict the Royal Sovereign bad the misfortune to be 
dismasted, on which the Euryalos, Captain Black- 
wood was sent to her 'assistance. Such was the spirit 
of the men in this situation, that they hailed her with : 
“ My little ship, heave our head round, that ouy 
broadside may bear, and we shall soon be at the sally- 
port/' The Euryalus then hove her head round, and 
she gave the Santa Anna a broadside that crushed her 
side in. . -%• \ 

The Santa Anna soon afterwards struck to the Ton** 
pant of 84, and was taken possession of by a lieutenant, 
an officer of 7 marines, and sixty marines and seamen* 
The dreadful hurricane which succeeded the battle, 
drove the Santa Anfta towards the shore, and there 
was every reason to suppose, as her starboard side 
was beaten in ? that she would go down. The British 
seamen being insufficient to manage this large ship* 
the commanding officer, as is usual in captured vessels, 
required some of the prisoners to assist. The storm 
Still continued in all its fury, , aud these men, instead 
of adding in the preservation of the ship, rose upon 
the English, and being joined by the rest of the crew, 
made them prisoners of war, and carried the ship into 
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Cadiz. These miscreants, however, who after being 
beaten in fair fighting, struck their colors, and accept* 
ed quarter when another broadside would have sent 
them to the bottom; and yet behaved in this disho- 
norable manner, were not Spaniards, but Frenchmen, 
by whom the ship was entirely manned. When the 
weather moderated, the Spanish commandant of Ca- 
diz, with that honor by which his nation has often been 
distinguished, sent off the British seamen and marines 
in a cartel to the Sirius. 

Both the French and the Spaniards fought despe- 
rately ; the former seemed desirous of clearing them- 
selves from the imputation thrown upon them by the 
latter, after the action with Sir Robert Calder, of hav- 
ing wished to make the Spaniards bear the brunt of 
tbe battle. Admiral Gravina is said to have declared, 
that he had been thrust forward in that action, but that 
he would this time make the French take an equal 
share ; they did so, and both fought bravely.— Many 
of our ships had two or more On them at a time. The 
Temeraire was boarded by two ships at once ; the ene- 
my poured upon the quarter-deck in great numbers^ 
rushed to the flag-staff, and tore down the colors. 
Our gallant tars were in the highest degree enraged ; 
they immediately turned- to— cleared the deck of every 
one of the enemy ; most were killed, the rest were 
forced overboard ; the colors were hotsted amidst loud 
huzzas, and the two ships which boarded her, were 
forced in their turn to strike their colors. It is wor- 
thy of remark, and perhaps a similar instance never 
occurred in the history of naval combats, that after the 
gallant crew of (he Temeraire had carried the two 
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ships opposed to her, they turned the enemy's guns to 
good-account during the remainder of the action. 

Captain Free mantle, in the Neptune, of 98 guns, 
had two Spanish ships of the same force to contend 
with, and in consequence of the calm which prevailed, 
brought both bis broadsides to bear so effectually on 
his opponents as to carry away all their masts ; and 
though he himself lost comparatively bat few men, 
the' slaughter on board the- Spaniards when they struck 
was truly dreadful. \ 

The Dreadnought, Captain Conn, having dismasted 
her antagonist in the most gallant style, passed on to - 
the Prince of Asturias, bearing the flag of the .Spanish 
commander in chief. She made froln the Dread* 
nought with all sail, but not until she had been raked 
with three tremendous and well-directed broadsides. 

The Leviathan, Captain Bay ntun, after passing 
through the enemy's l'me, dismasted her opponent^ 
raked the Santissima Trinidada, and passed <?n : to the 
St. Augustine, one of seven who appeared to be com? 
ing to surround hen Sbe was silenced in a quarter: 
of an hour, aud tfye gallant crew of the Leviathan 
making her fast with a hawser, towed her- into the 
fleet with the English jack flying. , Her fire now ceased 
for a short time, but only to be renewed with fresh 
‘animation. The French ship LTntrepide had, by 
distant firing, cut the sails and riggingof the Leviatliaq, 
but* three- more British ships commg up, after a noble 
resistance, she was compelled to surrender. While 
this was doing, a circumstance occurred which serves 
to shew with what enthusiasm British seamen are anir. 
mated when fighting for the glory of their country. A 
shot took off the arm of Thomas Main, when at his 
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gun on the forecastle ; bis messmates kindly offered to 
assist him in going to the surgeon, hut he bluntly said, 
“ I thank you, stay where you are, you will do mono 
good tbegey” he then went down by himself to the 
cockpit. The surgeon, who respected ham, would wil* 
liogly have attended him, in preference to others whose 
wounds were less alarming ; but Main would not ad* 
mitofit, saying, “ Avast, not until it domes to my 
turn, if you please. 9 ' The surgeon soon after ampu- 
tated the shattered part of the arm, near the shoulder, 
during which, with great composure, smiling, and 
with-a steadyclearvoice, he sang the whole of Rule 
Britannia. The cheerfulness of this tough son of Nep- 
tune was of infinite use in keeping up the spirits of his 
wounded shipmates ; but we are sorry to add that this 
fine fellow died in Gibraltar hospital of a fever, when 
his arm was nearly well. 

In the Earl of Northesk, th.e commander in chief 
found a worthy Second, and a gallant emulator of his 
great example. The Britannia (Old Ironsides, as our 
brave sailors call her) certainly did no. discredit to 
the name she hears | she broke through the enemy’s 
line, astern of their fourteenth ship, pouring in on 
each side a most tremendous and destructive fire, and 
spreading havoc and dismay wherever she went. In 
u few she totally dismasted a French eighty- 

gup ship* from which a white handkerchief was waved 
in token^f submission. Leaving her to be picked up 
by some of our frigates, the Britannia passed on tp 
others of the enemy* and continued engaging frequent- 
ly on both sides, and with two or three at n time, wilfc 
very liuie intermission, for upwards of four tours* 
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The old Bellerophon came in as usual for her fall 
share in the glorious transactions of the day.. Her 
commander. Captain Cooke, fell while nobly perform- 
ing his duty, about fifty minutes after opening his fire. 
He had carried the Bellerophon on hoard of the French* 
ship L/Aigle, in which situation 6he remained upwards 
of an hour, her fore-yard locked with her opponent’s 
main. At the same time She had the Monarca, a 
Spanish 7 4, close on her weather-bow, and two others 
of the enemy's ships were occasionally annoying her 
on each quarter till they were taken, up by the Colos- 
sus and Achille. In this perilous position nothing 
could surpass the*gqllantry and determined resolution 
of every individual. Three times was the Bellero- 
phoh set on fire during the action, by combustibles 
thrown in at the ports, but it was always extinguished 
before it did any mischief. ’ 

While the Tonnant, Captain Tyler, was engaged 
with the French ship Algeziras, which was at length 
compelled to strike, D. Fitzpatrick, a seaman of the 
Tonnant, actually went from the main chains to the 
bowsprit of the enemy, and tore away the jack, but as 
he was bearing off the prize in triumph, he was shot and 
fell between the two ships. 

The Belleisle was totally dismasted within one hour 
after the commencement of the action; Notwithstand- 
ing the misfortune, her brave commander. Captain 
Hargood, by the "dexterous use of his sweeps, brought 
his broadside to bear upon his two opponents, so as to 
maintain an effective fire upon them during the re- 
mainder ' of the engagement. The battle lasted four 
'hours, and a dead calm prevailing the whole of the 
day, every shot told and did some execution* but 
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four of the British ships were so becalmed, that they 
were unable to share the glory of the conflict, which 
with their co-operation, would probably have proved 
still more decisive. 

On the surrender of the Bucentaure, ah officer and 
one hundred^ men were sent to take possession of her. 
They conducted themselves with that moderation and 
forbearance to a vanquished enemy which is charao 
teristic of Britons. The violent storm, which so soon 
followed the engagement, prevented the removal of the 
prisoners, and drove the Bucentaure towards Cadiz, 
when the* Frenchmen, from their superior numbers, 
were easily enabled to regain possession of the ship, 
and carry her into the harbor, where, however, she 
was stranded, and completely wrecked. The crew, 
and the party of Englishmen, were taken off the 
wreck by the boats of one of the French frigates in 
the habor, aud carried on board the vessel. The in- 
famous and cowardly crew of the frigate, when they 
saw some of the gallant conquerors of their admiral 
and his fleet completely in their power, unarmed, ex- 
hausted with fatigue and shipwreck, and incapable 
of resistance— in this situation did these dastardly 
Frenchmen, in revenge for the defeat they had sustain- 
ed; assault and treat with the utmost cruelty, and with 
every species of insult and inhumanity, many of the 
unfortunate and defenceless English prisoners whom 
the fury of the elements, and not the facte of battle, had 
thus subjected to tbeir power. 

Upwards of one hundred of opr gallant seamen pe- 
rished during the gale of wind after the action, in their 
generous efforts to save the prisoners out of the diffe- 
rent prizes. Among the numerous and singular exer- 
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tions that were made upon this occasion by all the ship* 
of the fleet, the conduct of Captain Malcolm, and the 
crew of the Donnegai, ho, at the imminent hazard of 
being totally lost, rescued hundreds of the enemy from 
a watery grave, is particularly worthy of notice. — Du- 
ring. the violence of the gale, wheD that ship was ris- 
ing sit anchor near the Berwick, then in possession of 
the English, some of the French prisoners on board 
the ; prize, in a fit of madness or desperation, cut the 
cables of the Berwick, in consequence of which, she 
immediately drove towards the dangerous shoals of §U 
Lucar, then to leeward, where there was hardly a 
Chance of a man being saved. 1ft this situation Cap- 
tain Malcolm, without hesitation, ordered the cables 
of the Donnegai to be instantly ,cut, and stood after 
the Berwick,' to which he dispatched his boats, with 
orders first to save all the worunded Frenchmen, before 
they brought off any of the English, which order was 
most punctually complied with ; the English were , 
next removed ; but, before the boats could return, the 
Berwick struck upon the shoals, and every soul on 
boftrd perished, to the number of 300 . The wounded 
Frenchmen, who were thus saved* were supplied with, 
the cots and bedding which* had been prepared for our 
Sick and wounded ; and, after being treated with every 
kindness and mark of attention, they were sent into 
Cadiz, by a flag of Yruce, with all tbq cots and bedding, 
in which they bad been placed, that they might suffer 
as little pain or inconvenience as possible in their re*^ 
moval. Another trait of generosity in two seamen of 
this ship deserves to be recorded* On the 26th of 
October, whilst the Donnegai was at anchor off Cadiz, 
in a violent gale of wind, one of the Spanish prisoners 
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fell overboard. Though iha sea was running so high 
that they had not ventured to hoist out a boat for 
twelve hours before, two seamen belonging to the Don- 
negal immediately jumped overboard after him, in 
hopes of saving his life, to the admiration of, the Spa- 
niards, who were lost in astonishment at so daring an 
act. The poor man, however, sunk and was drowned^ 
just as one of the English seamen had nearly got hold 
of him; a boat was immediately lowered, and fortu- 
nately the two gallant fellows arrived safe on N board” 
again. 

Soon after the action, the Santissima Trinidada was 
sunk, and the Achille, a x French 74, blew up. Tlie 
Pickle schooner used uncommon exertion in picking 
up* the men, and succeeded in getting safe on board 
160 of her crew, who were put below, and offered 
every accommodation. The gratitude of the French- 
men, however, by no means kept pace with the huma- 
nity of our brave tars ; very few of them seemed grate- 
ful for their lives, or acknowledged the kindness and 
attention, shewn to them. Scarcely were they left by 
themselves, /before they began to concert measures 
for capturing the schooner ; but being overheard by an 
officer, he fastened down the hatches, and by that 
means preserved the ship. 

Many of the officers and seamen, who were in' this 
tremendous ponflict, have stated, that they were as- 
tonished to see such a large fleet destroyed in so short 
a time. The masts and rigging fell over the sides of 
the enemy's Ships with such r&pidity, that it appeared 
more the effect of machinery than any thing that could 
have been produced by the force of a cannonade in an 
engagement. 
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iWbero of Abotfkfr, sunk to rest on tbe bosom of 
Victory, which crowned the last achievement of bis 
life With a glory that even eclipsed the lustre of all his 
former exploits. Nineteen sail of the line were the 
prize of this dear-bought conquest. Among the pri- 
soners was Villeneuve himself, who at first was almost 
frantic with grief and despair. He considered his de- 
feat as a dream, and could scarcely persuade himself 
that he was a prisoner, and that his fine fleet had, in 
the short space of four hours, been consigned to total 
destruction. 

As every particular of this glorious conflict cannot 
fail to prove interesting to the reader, the following ac- 
count of it by an intelligent officer o( the Bellerophon, 
shall be introduced before he is presented with the 
official details. Having given a brief statement of 
the preceding operations of the combined fleet, the 
writer thus proceeds : — — 

u As we knew the enemy, who were now reinforced 
by five sail of the line, in Cadiz, had positive orders 
to put to sea, and retrieve their character after the ac> : 
tion with Sir R. Calder, we were in momentary ex- 
pectation of their coming out, and every ship that was 
perceived coming from the in-shore squadrofl, was ex- 
pected to convey the welcome intelligence. Every one 
was in the highest spirits, and so confident wore our 
people of success, that, on the very morning of the ac- 
tion, when we were bearing down on a superior fleet, 
they were employed in fixing the number of their 
prizes, and pitching upon, that which should fall to the 
lot of each of our ships ; ours, by the calculation of 
the old sailors on board, was to have been the Santis- 
sima Trinidada, the Spanish four-decker; and, Ixlare 
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say, we were far from being' the only ship in the fleet 
that had fixed upon her. We were not long kept in 
that state of anxiety and suspense, which, you will 
naturally suppose every one in our situation must have 
felt ; for, about nine o’clock m the morning of the 19th 
October, the Mars was observed firing guns, and mak- 
ing signals for the enemy’s fleet being under weigh. 
The admiral immediately made signal for a general 
chace and to clear for action, which was obeyed with 
the greatest alacrity, and in ten minutes the whole 
fleet was under all sail, steering for the S freights, 
which was supposed to be the enemy's destination, for 
the purpose of forming a junction with the Carthagena 
and Toulon squadrons. The Bellerophon, Belleisle, 
Leviathan, Orion, and Polyphemus, soon shewed their 
superiority of sailing, and got far a-head of the rest of 
the fleet ; at day-light, in the morning, we were in 
sight of the Rock of Gibraltar, but, on a frigate's mak- 
ing signal for the enemy's fleet bearing N. E. wore, 
and again fornied thq order of sailing ; the day was un- 
favorable, and weather squally, so that we did not get 
sight of the enemy, though our small vessels formed a 
chain betwixt them and us. In the following night, we 
got so close to them, as to perceive plainly their sig- 
nals, and every one was in the most anxious state of 
suspense, till day-light, the next morning, ( 21 st), 
when the enemy was plainly discerned about seven 
miles to leeward of us, and about five leagues from Cape 
Trafalgar — Every advantage was on their side; they 
had thirty-three sail of the line, whilst we had only 
twenty-seven ; they were full of seamen and troops, and 
had a friendly port under their lee : whilst we had to 
beat off shore after the action, and might certainly have 
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expected some of our disabled ships would have drift- 
ed on shore, but nothing Was an obstacle to the hero 
Of Aboukir, and he immediately made signal to bear 
down on the enemy in two columns, himself in the Vic- 
tory leading the starboard division. Admiral Ceiling- 
wood, in the' Royal Sovereign, die larboard one, in 
■which die Bellerophon was the fifth ship ; no signal 
was ever obeyed with more promptitude : one would 
bave thought that the people were preparing for a fes- 
tival, rather than a combat, and no dissatisfaction was 
expressed, except at the state of the weather, which 
was calm, and prevented our nearing the enemy till ten 
o’clock, when a light-breeze springing up, we came up 
with them fast. They were, in the mean time, employ- 
ed in forming a close and well- imagined, though, till 
now, unexampled order of battle ; but which, had 
their plan of defence been as well executed as it was 
contrived, would have rendered our- victory much 
more dearly bought than it has been ; they were form- 
ed in a double line, thus: — 

12 3 

4 5 6 

french and Spaniards alternately, and it was their in- 
tention on our breaking the line (which manoeuvre 
they expected we should as usual put in execution) 
astern of No. 4, for No. 2, to make sail, that the Bri- 
tish jship in hauling up should fall on board of her, 
-while No. 5, should bear up and rake her, and No. 1, 
would bring her broadside to bear, on her starboard 
bow. Luckily, this manoeuvre only succeeded with 
the Tonnant and Bellerophon, which were among the 
ships that-suffered most. A few moments before the 
action commenced, Lord Nelson conveyed the follow- 
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ing sentence by telegraph, to the fleet—** England ex* 
pects every man will do his duty the loud and re- 
peated cheering with which this was received, was a 
convincing proof that such an injunction was need- 
less. 

“ At noon precisely the action commenced, by the 
Fougeux and Monarca opening lire on the Royal So- 
vereign. Now follows an extiact from our log—* 1$ 
10, Royal Sovereign opened lire on the enemy's centre 
— 12 J3, answered 16' general — 12 2Q, Royal Sove- 
reign, at the head of the larboard division, broke the 
enemy's line astern of a Spanish three-decker, and en- 
gaged her to leeward, being followed by the Mars, 
Belleisle, and Tonnant, who engaged their respective 
opponents — >12 25, opened our fire on the enemy — 12 
28, Victory, at the starboard division opened hei fire on 
the enemy— 12 30, engaging both sides, in passing 
through the enemy's line, astern of a Spanish two- 
decker, (El Monarca)— 12 45, fell foul of by the 
French two-deck ship, L'Aigle, whilst hauling t© the 
wind, our fore-yard locking with her main one, kept’ 
up a brisk fire both on Her, on our starboard bow, 
and a Spanish two decker, (El Monarca,) on the 
larboard bow, at the same time receiving and re- 
turning fire with a Spanish two-decker (Bahama) 
on the larboard quarter^ and receiving the fire of 
a Spanish two-decker (St. Juan Neporouceno), athwart 
our stern, and a French two-decker (La Swiftsure) 
on the starboard quarter. The action soon after 
became general. At one, the main and mizen top-masts 
fell over the starboard side ; main-top-sail, and top- 
gallant-sail caught fire— 1 5, the master, and 1 1 1, 
the captain fell ; still foul of L'Aigle — and keeping up 
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a brisk fire from the main and lower d,ecks ; quarter- 
deck, poop, and forecastle, being nearly cleared by 
the enemy's musketry, chiefly from troops on board 
L’Aigle— 1 10, the jib-boom was shot away — l 40, 
L'Aigle dropt astern, under a raking fire from us, as 
she fell off ; our ship at this time quite unmanageable 
from Jbraces^ bowlines, &c. shot away. — 1 44, L'Aigle 
was engaged by the Defiance — 2 5, she struck. On 
the smoke clearing up, observed several of the enemy's 
ships had struck. Fired several shots at £1 Monarca, 
our first opponent, when she struck. — 3, sent an offi- 
cer and party of men to take possession ot her — 3 6 , 
the ship being ungovernable, and in danger of falling 
on hoard of Tonnant, Temeraire, and prizes, made 
3 18, to Sirius, out boats and sent them a-head to 
tow, towed and swept the ship clear of them, received 
prisoners from our prizes — 4 5, answered 101-^4 10, 
opened our fire on five French ships, making off to 
windward, the sternmost of which was cut off, and 
struck to the Minotaur— 5 7, the firing ceased, thir-. 
teen sail of the enemy's ships making off to leeward, 
four of their line to windward— 5 20, answered 99 ge- 
neral — 5 30, took posession of £1 Bahama, Spauish 
74— sunset, one of the prizes sunk, another blew up/ 
Thus far our log, but it will not be amiss to mention, 
that whilst engaged with the five ships in this situation, 
L'Aigle twice attempted to board us, and hove several 
grenades into our lower deck, which burst, and wound- 
ed several of our people most dreadfully ; she likewise 
feet fire to our fore chains ; our fire was so hot, that 
we soon drove them from the lower deck ; after which, 
our people took the coins out, and elevated their guna 
so as to tear her decks and sides to pieces ; when she 
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got clear of us, die did not return a single shot, whilst 
we raked her ; her starboard quarter was entirely 
beaten in, and, as we afterwards learned, 400 hors de 
combat , so that she was an easy conquest for the De- 
fiance, a fresh ship ; we were well matched, she being' 
the best manned in the 'combined, and we in the Bri- 
tish fleet. Unfortunately situated as we were,. I have 
no doubt she would have struck, had we been . able to 
follow and engage her for a quarter of an hour longer ; 
but had we been fairly alongside of her, half an hour 
would have decided the contest, for I must say, I was 
astonished at* the coolness and undaunted bravery dis- 
played by our gallant and veteran crew, wheu sur- 
rounded by five of the enemy's ships, and, for a length 
of timg, unassisted by any of ours. Our loss, as might 
be expected, was considerable, and fell chiefly on our 
prime seamen, who were foremost in distinguishing 
themselves ; 28, including the captain, master, and 
a midshipman were killed outright ; and 127 wounded, 
including the captain of marines, who had eight balls 
in his body, and his right arm shot off, before he 
quitted the deck. The boatswain, and five midship- 
men were badly wounded, and about 40 more slightly, 
so as not to be ipcapable of duty ; ip of the wounded 
had already died before we left Gibraltar., 1 consider 
myself as very fortunate in having escaped unhurt, as- 
our class suffered so severely. Our second lieutenant, 
myself, and eight men, formed 'the party that took< 
possession of the Monarqa ; we remained till the morn- 
ing without farther assistance,, or we should most pro- 
bably have saved her, though she had suffered much 
more than ourselves ; we kept possession of her, how- 
ever, for four days, in the most dreadful weather, 
a % 
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when, having rolled away all her masts, and being 
in danger of immediately sinking, or running on shore, 
we were fortunately saved by the Leviathan, with all 
but about 150 prisoners, who were afraid of getting 
into the boats. 

“ I can assure you I felt not the least fear of death 
during the action, which I attribute to the general 
confidence of victory which I saw all around me ; but' 
in the prize, when I was in danger 1 of, and had time 
to reflect upon the approach of death, either from the 
rising of the Spaniards upon so small a number as we 
were composed of, or, what latterly appeared inevitable, 
from the violence of the storm, I was most certainly 
afraid; and, at one time, when the ship, made three" 
feet water in ten minutes, when our people were al- 
most all lying drunk upon deck, when the Spaniards, 
completely worn with fatigue, would no longer work 
at the only chain-pump left serviceable, when I saw 
the fear of immediate death so strongly depicted in 
the countenances of all around me, 1 wrapped myself 
up in a union jack, and lay down upon deck for a 
short time, quietly awaiting the approach of death. 
But the love of life soon after again roused me, and; 
after great exertions on the part of the British and 
Spanish officers, who had joined together for the mu- 
tual preservation of their lives, we got the ship before 
the wind, determined to run her on shore; this was 
at midnight ; but, at day-light in the ^morning, the 
weather beipg more moderate, and having again 
gained upon the water, we hauled our wind, perceiv- 
ing a three-decker (£1 Kayo) dismasted but with Spa- 
nish colors up, close to leeward of us. The Leviathan, 
the first British ship we had seen for the last thirty 
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hours, seeing this, bore down, and firing a shot a 
head of us, the Kayo struck without returning a gun/' 
It would be doing injustice to the brave corps of 
royal marines, who suffered exceedingly in the engage ' 
ment, not to state that they, one and all, fell like 
heroes, animating each other to the latest moments of 
their lives, and imitating, as closely as possible, the 
transcendent qualities of their great and good Chief* 
Ta such a pitch of heroism were they inspired, that 
they absolutely gloried in following him; and although 
the honest, unchangeable loyalty of this useful corps 
has, from its first establishment in the year 1 684, ever 
evinced itself under every difficulty and in every con- 
test, yet never did the royal marines do more or bet- 
ter service than upon that day, so glorious to England 
and to her navy. Both officers and men died blessing 
their sovereign, and exulting in the defeat of their in- 
veterate foe. 

To record all the individual instances of heroism 
and enthusiasm displayed on the glorious 21st of Oc- 
tober, would be impossible. Every man in the British 
fleet proved himself a hero, and each behaved as if 
the issue of the contest depended on his particular ex^ 
ertions. Of that con tempt of pain which is j ustly con- 
sidered a feature in the character of an English sailor, 
the following instances are related. — A young man of 
the Victory, named Price, was carried into the cock- 
pit with his leg cut off up to the knee. He was an 
heroic ypu>h, only seventeen. The surgeons could 
not attend him on the moment : he drew out a knife,' 
and clit off a piece of flesh and the splinter of a bone 
with great composure. — “ I can stay,” said he, “ let 
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me doctor myself.” — When the surgeon attended him y 
it was found necessary to amputate above the knee. 
He submitted to the operation without a groan. “ It 
is nothing at all,” said he, “ 1 thought it had been 
ten times worse. I wish my poor Lord was alive ; he 
would have given me a sword for this ; that would 
have got me a recommendation to the Admiralty, and 
they would have made me a lieutenant.” This boy 
was afterwards seeu hopping about the streets of Ports* 
mouth, and all his anxiety was lest he should not be 
well enough to attend the funeral of his beloved com- 
mander. 

The following anecdote is given on the authority of 
Mr. drivers, surgeon of the Tonnant.— A man who- 
was working one of the quarter-deck guns was shot 
through the great toe. He looked at his toe* then, 
at his gun, and then at his toe again \ at length he 
took out his pocket-knife, and gave it to his com- 
rade. “ Jack,” said he, “ cut 'that bit of skin 
through for me”— “ No, man,” says the oilier, go 
down to the doctor Damu it,' I am ashamed pf 

going down to him for this trifle— just whip it off for 
iqe, it's only a bit of skin.” At this moment, the car- 
rouade near him accidentally took a cant from a roll, 
of the ship, and crushed the whole of that part of his 
foot, when he was reluctantly compelled to leave the 
deck. 

A heavy shower of the enemy’s musketry swept the 
i$uarter-deck of the Royal Sovereign, when she had 
seven ships upon her, so that Captain Rotheram wq$,. 
at one time left standing almost alone, among the* 
dead,, dying,, and wounded who strewed the deck.— 
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Captain Rotberam had on his gold- laced cocked hat, 
(rather a remarkable one) and gold epaulets; He 
was asked why he exposed himself so much to the 
enemy's sharp-shooters in that conspicuous dress. 
With the same spirit that animated the bosom of his 
heroic chief, he replied, “ 1 have always fought in a 
cocked hat, and 1 always will.” 

.Among the persons saved from the explosion of the 
ill-fated Achille was a woman, whose husband was on 
board, and who likewise had the good fortune to 
escape. The subjoined interesting account was taken 
from her own mouth by one of the officers of the Re- 
venge, whose humanity had contributed to save her - 

“ During the action she was stationed below, hand- 
ing up powder. After the ship was dismasted, and 
had struck, she came upon deck. About this time 
the ship took fire ; her rigging lying across her, it soon 
became impossible to extinguish the flames, and all 
the people who were able to swim began to quit her. 
The woman then went down to the lower deck, while 
the fire was raging above, and staid there until the 
guns began to fall through the main deck; she then 
got out of the gun-room port on the back of the rud-* 
der, and undressed, but would not trust herself to the 
water till the ■ melted lead from the tafferil ran down, 
and burnt her head, legs, shoulders, aud several parts 
of her body. Then, committing herself to Providence, 
she jumped into the sea, and was about half an hour, 
as near as she could guess, without any thing to sup- 
port her; she then, fortuuately, got hold of a piece 
of cork, which she found floating. Soon after a man,, 
who was swimming near her, brought her a small 
piece of plank, which she got under her breast : this 
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was the only support she had ; and, after being an 
hour and a half in the water, she was taken up by 
one of the Belleisle’s boats, the officer of which, with 
that humanity and attention to the weaker sex, which 
we hope, will always characterize every British sea- 
man, immediately pulled off his coat, and some other, 
part of his clothes, to cover her. She was soon after 
put on beard the Pickle schooner, whence she was 
sent on board the Revenge the next morning. On 
board the Pickle she found her husband, who had also 
escaped, and who was brought to the Revenge with 
her. They were landed at Algeziras, on our arrival 
at Gibraltar, after she had been fitted out by us- in a 
dress as suitable to her sex, as the conversion of dress- 
ing-gowns, &c. would admit of. She was young, hand- 
some, and very intelligent. She is a native of French 
Flanders — her name Jeannette.” 

In an engagement of such long continuance and 
with the system of sharp -shooting practised by the 
enemy it cannot Be matter of wonder that so many 
officers should have fallen on board the British fleet* 
Indeed when those circumstances are taken into con- 
sideration ~we shall rather be surprised that the num- 
ber of those of distinguished rank killed 4nd wounded 
in the action was so small. The galjant Cooke and' 
Duff died nearly at the same moment as their illus- 
trious commander. 

The details of this glorious encounter, and the ope- 
rations of the British fleet subsequent to it, are thus 
officially given by the successor of the heroic Nelson, 
Admiral, (now Lord) Colliugwood. 
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Eurj/alus; off Cape Trafalgar, 
Oct. 22, 1805. . 

« Sir, 

“ The ever-to-be-lamented death of Vice-Admiral 
Lord Viscount Nelson, who, in the late conflict with 
the enemy, -fell in' the hour of victory, leaves to me 
the duty of informing my Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, that on the ipth instant it was communi-, 
cated to the Commander-in-chief, from 'the ships 
hatching the motions of the enemy in Cadiz, dmt the 
combined fleet had put to sea; as they sailed with 
light winds westerly, his Lordship concluded their des- 
tination was the Mediterranean, and immediately 
ihade all sail for the Straights* entrance, with the Bri- 
tish squadron, consisting of twenty-seven ships, three 
of them sixty-fours, where his Lordship was informed 
by Captain Blackwood (whose vigilance in watching, 
and giving notice of the enemy's movements, has been 
highly meritorious), that they had not yet passed the 
Streights. 

“ On Monday, the 21st instant, at day-light, when 
Cape Trafalgar bore E. by. S. about seven leagues, the 
enemy was discovered 'six or seven miles to the east- 
ward, the wind about west, and very light, the com- 
mander-in-chief immediately made the signal for the 
fleet to bear up in two columns, as they are formed jn 
order of sailing, a mode of attack his Lordship had 
previously directed, to avoid the inconvenience and 
delay, in forming a line of battle in the usual manner. 
The enemy’s line consisted of thirty-three' ships (of 
which eighteen were French, and fifteen Spanish) com- 
manded in chief by Admiral Villeneuve; the Spaniards, 
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under, the direction of Gravina, wore, with their heads 
to the northward, and formed their line of battle with 
great closeness and correctness, but as the mode of 
attack was unusual, so the structure of their line Was 
new; it formed a crescent, convexing to leeward, so 
that in leading down to their centre, I had both their 
van and rear abaft the beam ; before the fire' opened, 
** every alternate ship was about a,cable’s length to wind- 
ward of her second a-head and a-stern, forming a 
kind of double line, and appeared, when on their beam* 
to leave a very little interval between them, and this 
without crowding their ships. Admiral Villeneuve 
was in the centre, and the “Prince of Asturias bore 
Gravina’s flag in the Rear ; but the French and Spa- 
nish ships were mixed without any apparent regard to 
order of national squadron. 

“ As the mode of our attack had been previously 
determined on, and communicated to the flag-officers 
and captains, few signals were necessary, and none 
were made, except to direct close order as the lines 
bore down. 

“ The Commander-in-chief, in the Victory, led the 
weather column, and the Royal Sovereign, which bore 
my flag, the lee. 

u The action began at twelve o’clock, by the lead- 
ing ships of the columns breaking through the enemy’s 
line, the Commander-in-chief about the tenth ship 
from the van, the second in command about the 
twelfth from the rear, leaving the vaft of the enemy 
unoccupied ; the succeeding ships breaking through ip 
all parts, astern of their leaders, and engaging the 
enemy at the muzzles of their guns : the conflict was 
severe; the enemy’s ships were fought with a gallantry 
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highly honorable to their officers, biit the attack on 
them was irresistible ; and it pleased the Almighty 
Disposer of alb events,' to grant his Majesty*s arms a 
complete and glorious victory: about three P. M. 
many of the enemy's ships having struck their colors, 
their line gave way ; Admiral Gravina, with ten ships, 
joining their frigates to leeward, stood towards Cadiz. 
The five headmost ships of their van tacked, and 
standing to the southward, to windward of the British 
line, were engaged, and the stemmost of them taken; 
the others went off, leaving to his Majesty's squadron 
nineteen ships of the line (of which two are first rates,’ 
the Santissima Trinidada and the Santa Anna), with 
three flag-officers, Viz:. Admiral Villeneuve (the com* 
mander-ih-chief), Don Ignatio Maria d'Aliva, Vice- 
Admiral, and the Spanish Rear-Admiral, Don Bal- 
tazar Hidalgo Cisneros. 

“ After such a victory, it may appear unnecessary 
to enter into encomiums bn the particular parts taken 
by the several commanders; the condition says more 
on the subject than I have language to express ; the 
spirit which animated all was the same; when all ex-' 
ert themselves zealously in their country's service, all 
deserve that their high merits should stand recorded ; 
and never was high merit more conspicuous than in 
the battle I have described. 

41 The Acbille (a French 74) after having surren- 
dered, by some mismanagement of the Frenchmen, 
took fire, dnd blew up; two hundred of her men were 
saved b f the tenders. 

“ A circumstande^ccurred during the action, which 
so strongly marks the invincible spirit of British sea- 
men, when engaging the enemies of their country, that 

vol. v. JEt 
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I' cannot resist the pleasure I have in making it known 
to their Lordships; the Temeraire was boarded by ac* 
-cident, or design, by a French ship On one side, 'and a 
Spaniard on the other; the contest was vigorous, hot, 
in the end, the combined ensigns were torn front the 
poop, and the British hoisted in their places. 

Such a battle could not be fought without sustain- 
ing a great loss of men. 1 have not only to lament, in 
common with the British navy, and the British nation, 
in the fall of tbfe Commander-in-chief, the loss of a 
hero, whose fiame will be immortal, and his memory 
ever dear to his country : but my heart is rent with 
the most poignant grief for the death of a friend, to 
whom, by many years* intimacy, and a perfect know- 
ledge of .the virtues . of his mind, which inspired ideas 
. superior to the common race of men, I was hound by 
the strongest ties of affection ; a- grief' to whichever 
the glpriops occasion in which he fell, does not bring 
the consolatiou which perhaps it, ought* his lordship 
received a musket-ball in his left breast, about the 
middle of the action, and sent an officer to me imme- 
diately with his last farewehand soon after expired.- 
“1 have also to lament the loss of those excellent 
officers, Captains Duff of the Mars, and Cooke of the 
'Bellerophon;. I have yet heard of none others'. 

« I fear the numbers that have fallen will be found 
very great when the returns come to me ; hut it hav- 
ing blown a gale of wind ever since the action, i have 
not yet had it in my poVver to collect any reports from 

the ships. • ' 

“ The Royal Sovereign having lost her mists, ex- 
cept the tottering foremast, I called the Kurvalus to 
me, while the action continued, which ship lying within 
4 ’ 
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hail, made my signals, a service Captain Blackwood 
performed with great attention. After the action, I 
shifted ray flag to her, that I might more easily com- 
municate my orders, and collect the ships, and towed 
the Royal Sovereign out to seaward. The whole fleet 
were now in a very perilous situation, many dis 
masted, all shattered, in thirteen fathom water, off 
the shoals of Trafalgar ; and when I made the signal 
to prepare to anchor, few of th,e ships had an anchor 
to let go, their cables being shot; but the same good 
Providence which aided us through such a day, pre 
served- us in the night, by the wind shifting a few 
points, and drifting the ships off the land, except 
four of the captured dismasted ships, which are 
now at anchor oft* Trafalgar, and I hope will ride safe 
until these gales are over. 

u Having thus detailed the proceedings of the fleet 
on this occasion, 1 beg to congratulate their Lordships ' 
on a victory, which, 1 hope, will add a ray to the glory 
of his Majesty’s crown, and be attended with public 
benefit to our country. 

“I am, &c. 

“ C. COLLI NGYVOOIX 

“ William Marsden , Esq. 


" The order in which the Ships of the British Squadron 
attacked the Combined Fleets on the 2 1st of October , 
1805 . 

VAN. rear. 

yictory Royal Sovereign 

Temeraire Mara 

Neptune Belleisle ■ 1 , 
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Conqueror 

Leviathan 

Ajax' 

Orion 

Agamemnon 
Minotaur 
Spartiate 
Britannia 
Africa 
Euryalus 
Sirius 
# Phoebe 
Naiad 


Ton nan t 
Bellerophon 
Colossus 
. Achilie 
Polyphemus 
- Revenge 
Swiftsure 
/ Defence 
Thunderer 
Defiance 
Prince 

Dreadnought 


Pickle Schooner x 

Entreprenante Cutter 

« C. COLLINGWOOD." 


" GENERAL ORDER. - 

“ Eury alas , Oct . 22, 1805* 

“ The ever-to-bfrdamented death of Lord Viscount 
Nelson, Duke of Bronte, the commander-in-chief, 
who fell in the action of the 21st, in the arms of vic- 
tory, covered with glory, whose memory will be ever 
dear to the British navy and the British nation, whose 
zeal for the honor of his king, and for the interests of 
bis country, will be ever held up as a shining example 
for a British seaman, leaves to me a duty to return 
my thanks to the Right Honorable Rear-Admiral, the 
Captains, Officers, Seamen, and detachmeuts of Royal 
Marines, serving on board the squadron now under 
my command, fof their conduct on that day ; but 
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where can I find language to express my sentiments of 
the valor and skill which were displayed by the offi- 
cers, the seamen, and marines, in the battle with the 
enenfy, where every individual appeared an herb, on 
whom the glory of his country depended ; the attack 
was irresistible, and the issue of it adds to the page of 
our naval annals a brilliant instance of wbat Britons 
can do, when their king and their country need their 
service. 

“ To the Right Honorable Rear-Admiral the Earl 
of Northesk, to the Captains, Officers, and Seamen, 
and to the Officers, Non-commissioned Officers, and 
Privates of the Royal Marines, 1 beg to give my sin- 
cere and hearty thanks for their highly meritorious 
conduct, both in the action, and in their zeal and 
activity in bringing the captured ships out from the 
perilous situation in which .they were, after their sur- 
render, among the shoals of Trafalgar, in boisterous 
weather. 

^ And I desire that the respective captains will be 
pleaded to communicate to the Officers, Seamen, and. 
ftoyal Marines* this public testimony of my high ap- 
probation of their conduct, and my thanks for it. 

“C. COLLINGWOOD."' 
H To the Right Honorable Rear-Admiral 
the Earl of Northesk, and the respective 
Captains and Commanders.” 

“ GENERAL ORDER. 

a Tiif Almighty God, whose arm is strength, hav- 
ing of' his great mercy been pleased to crown the ex- 
ertions of his Majesty’s fle^t with success, in giving 
• 6 3 
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them a complete victory over their enemies, on the 
521st of this month ;, and’ that all praise and thanks- 
giving may be offered, up to the throne of Grace for 
the great benefits to our country, and to mankind, 
u 1 have thought proper that a day should be apf 
pointed of general humiliation before God, and'thanks* 
giving for this his merciful goodness, imploring for- 
giveness of sins, a continuation of his Divine mercy r 
and his constant aid to us, in the defence of our coun- 
try's liberties and laws, without which the utmost ef- 
forts of man are '"nought, and direct therefore that 
be appointed for this purpose. 

“ Given on board the Euryalus, off Cape Trafalgar, 
22nd October, 1 805. 

“C. COLLING WOOD.' 

“ To the respective Captains and 
Commanders . 

v B. The-fleet having been dispersed by a gale 
' ©f wind, no day as yet has been able to be appointed 
for this holy purpose. 


u Euryalus , qj[f Cadiz r Oct 2.4, 1 80 5i 
u SIR,. ' 

1 « j N my letter of the 1 2-2d, I detailed to you, for 

the information of my lords commissioners oT the ad- 
miralty, the proceedings of his Majesty’s squadron on. 
the day of action, and that preceding it, since which 
j i, ave had a continued series of misfortunes ; but they, 
are of a kind that human prudence could not possibly 

provide against, or. my skill prevent.. 
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u On the 2 2d, in the morning, a strong southerly 
wind blew, with squally weather, whk:h r however, did*, 
not prevent the activity of the officers and seamen of 
such ships as were manageable from' getting hold of 
many of the prizes (thirteen or fourteen) aud, towing . 
them off to the westward, when I ordered them to^ren- 
dezvous round the Royal Sovereign, in tow by the Nep- 
tune ; but, on the 23d r the gale increased, and the 
sea ran so high, that many of them* broke the tow-rope 
and drifted far to leeward before they were got bold of 
again, and some of them, taking advantage. in the dark,, 
and boisterous night got before the wind, and have 
perhaps drifted upon the shore, and sunk : on the af- 
ternoon of that day,, the remnant of the combined fleet 
ten sail of ships, who had not been much engaged, stood 
up to leeward of my shattered and straggled charge,, 
as if meaning to attack them, which obliged me to col- 
lect a force out of the least injured ships, and formed 
to leeward for their defence;, all this retarded the 
progress of the hulks,, and the bacj weather continuing, 
determined me to destroy all the leewardmost that 
could b6 cleared of the men, considering, that keeping 
possession of the ships was of little consequence, cotn~ 
pared with the chance of tlieir felling again into the 
hands of the enemy but this was an arduous task 
in the high sea* which was running. 1 hope, however,, 
it lias been accomplished to a considerable extent;. 
I intrusted it to skilful, officers* who would spare no 
pains to execute what was possible. The captains of 
the Prince and Neptune cleared the Trinidad, and. 
sunk her.. Captains Hope* Bayntun, and Malcolm, 
who joined the fleet this moment from Gibraltar, had 
the charge of destroying four, others*. The Redoubta** 
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ble sunk astern of tlie Swiftsure, while in 4ow. . The 
Santa Anna, I have no doubt, has sunk, as her side 
was almost entirely beaten in ; and such is the shat- 
tered condition of the whole of v them/ that unless the 
weather moderates, I doubt whether I shall be able 
t<* carry a ship of them* into port. I hope* their Lord- 
ships will approve of what I (having only in conside- 
ration the destruction- of the enemy’s fleet) have 
thought a measure of absolute necessity- ✓ 

“ I have taken Admiral Vijleneuve into this ship; 
Vice-admiral Don Aliva is dead. Whenever the tem- 
per of the weather will permit* and 1 can spare a fri- 
gate, (for there were only four in the action with the 
fleet, Euryalus, Sirius, Phoebe, and Naiad ; the Mel- 
pomene j.oiped the 22d, and the Eurydice aqd Scout 
the 23d) 1. shall collect the other flag-officers, aud 
send them to England* with their flags, if they do not 
all go to the bottom, lo be laid at his Majesty’s feet. 

“ There were four thousand troops embarked, under 
the command of General Contamin, who was taken 
with Admiral Villeneuve in the llucentaure. 

“ I am, Sir, &c. 

M C. COLLLNG WOOD.” 

u IV. Marsdenyi EtqJ r 


u Euryalut, off Cadiz , Oct. 28«. 

“Sir, 

“ Since my letter: to you of the 24th,. stating the 
proceedings of his Majesty’s squadron, our situation 
has been the most critical,, and our employment the 
most arduous that ever a fleet was engaged in. On the 
24th and 25 tb, it blew a most violent, gale of wind* 
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which completely dispersed the ships, and drove the 
captured bulls in all directions. I have since been 
employed in collecting and destroying them* where 
they are at anchor upon the coast between Cadiz and 
six leagues westward of San Luear/ without the pros- 
pect of saving one to bring into port. 1 mentioned 
my former- letter the joining of the Donnegal and Mel- 
pomene -after the action I cannot sufficiently praise 
the activity of their commanders, in giving assistance 
to the squadron in destroying the enemy's ships. The 
Defiance, after having stuck to the Aigle as long vs 
possible, in hopes of saving her from wreck, which se- 
parated her for some time from the squadron, was 
obliged to abandon her to her fate, and she went on 
shore. Captain Durham's exertions have been very 
great. 1 hope 1 shall get them all destroyed by to- 
morrow, if the weather keeps moderate. In the gale 
the Royal Soverei 0 n and Mars lost their fore-masts, 
and are now rigging anew, where the body of the squa- 
dron is at anchor to the N. W. of San Lucar. 1 find 
that on the return pf Gravina to Cadi#, he was 
diately ordered to sea again, ancT came out, which 
made it necessary for me to form a line, to cover the 
disabled hulls; that night it rained hard, and his shijx 
the Prince of Asturias,* was dismasted, and returned 
into port; the Rayo was also dismasted, and fell into 
our bauds ; Don Eurigue M. Douel had his broad 
pendant in the Rayo, aud from him I find the Santa 
4 nna was driven near Cadiz, and towed in by a fri- 
gate, » 

'“lam. Sir, &c. 

(Signed) “ C. COLLING WOOD.*' 

“ IV • Marsden , 
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* “Mis ' Majesty's Ship Queen , off Cape 

“ Trafalgar, Noi\ 4, 1805. 

' " Sir, 

“ On the 2,'tth ultimo I informed you of-theproceed- 
ings of tire squadron to that time. The weather coq- 
tinued yery bad, the wind blowing from the S. W. the 
squadron not in a situation ©f safety, and seeing little 
prospect of getting the captured ships off the land, and 1 
great risk of some of them getting into port, I deter? 
mined no longer to delay the destroying them, and 
to get »the squadron out of^ the deep bay. 

“ The extraordinary exertion of Captain Capel, 
however* saved the French Swiftsure ; and his ship-, 
the Phcebe, together with the Donegal, Captain Mal- 
colm, afterwards brought #ut the Bahama, Indeed, 
nothing can exceed the perseverance of all the officers 
employed in this service* Captain Hope rigged, and 
succeeded in bringing out the IJdefonso ; all of which 
will, I hope, have arrived safe at, Gibraltar. For the 
rest, Sir, I enclose you a list of all the enemy’s fleet, 
which were in the action, and how they are disposed of, 
which, I believe, is perfectly correct. , 

44 I informed you, in my letter of the 28th, that 
the remnant of the enemy's fleet came gut a second 
time, to endeavor, ip the bad weather, tacut off some 
of the hulks, when the Rayo was dismasted, and fell 
into our hands ; she afterwards parted her cable, went 
on shore, and was wrecked. The Indomptable one of 
the saipe squadron, was also driven on shore, wreck- 
ed, and her crew perished. 

i4 The Santa Anna and Algeziras being driven near 
the shore of Cadiz, got such assistance, as has enabled; 
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theta to get in; but the ruin of tbeir'fle^ is as com- 
plete as could be expected, under the Circumstances of 
lighting them close to their own shore. Ffad the battle 
been in the ocean, still fewer would have escaped. 
Twenty sail of the line are taken or destroyed ; and of 
those which got in, not more than three are in a re- 
pairable state for. a length of time. 

“ Resfr-Adtairal Louis, in the Canopus, who bad 
been detached with the Queen, Spencer, and Tigre, 
to complete the water, &c. of these ships, and to see 
the convoy ui safety a certain distance up the Mediter- 
ranean, joined me on the -30th. 

“ In clearing t(ie captured ships of prisoners, f found 
so many wounded men, that to alleviate h Oman misery 
as much as was in my power, I sent to the Marquis 
de Solana, Governor-General of Andalusia, to offer 
him the wounded to the care of their country, on re- 
ceipts being > given ; a proposal which was received 
with the greatest thankfulness, not only by (he gover- 
nor, but the whole country resounds with expressions 
of gratitude. Two French frigates were sent out to 
receive them, with a proper officer to give receipts, 
bringing with theta, ail the English who had been 
wrecked in several of the ships, and an offer from the 
Marquis de Solana of the use of their hospitals for our 
wounded, pledging the honor of Spam for their being 
carefully attended. 

** i 'have ordered most of the Spanish prisoners to 
be released ; the officers on parole, the men for re- 
ceipts given, and a condition that they do not serve in 
war, by sea or land,- until exchanged. 

** By niy'correspondenee with the Marquis, I found 
Xhat Vice-admiral Ifon Ahva was not dead hut dsuige- 
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rously wounded; and I wrote to him a letter, claiming 
liim as a prisoner of war ; a copy of which I enclose, 
together with a statement of the flag-officers of the 
combined fleet. 

“ I am, &c. * 

“ C. COLLING WOOD.* 

A List of the Combined Fleets of France and Spain in - 
the Action of‘2\st October , 1805, off Cape Trafalgar, 
shewing how they are disposed of 

1. Spanish ship San Ildofonso, of 74 guns, Brigadier 
Don Joseph de Vargas, sent to Gibraltar. 

Spanish ship San Juan NepomucenO, of 74 guns, 
Brigadier Don Cosnrte Churruca, sent to Gibraltar. 

3. Spanish- ship Bahama, of 74 guhs, Brigadier Don 
A. D. Galiano, sent to Gibraltar. 

4. French ship Swiftsure, of 74 guns, Monsieur 
Villemadrin, sent! to Gibraltar. 

5. Spanish ship Mouarea, of 74 guns, Don Teodoro 
Argumosa, wrecked oft’ San Lucar. 

6. French ship Fougeux, of 74 guns, Mcfnsieur Beau* 
douin, wrecked off Trafalgar, all perished, and thirty 
of the Temeraire’s men. 

7. French ship Indomptable, of 84 guns, Monsieur 
Hubert, wrecked off Rota, all perished. 

8. French ship Bucentaure, of 80 guns* Admiral 
Villenenve, commander in chief; Captains Prigny and 
Majendie, wrecked oh the Porques, some of the crew 
saved. 

Q. Spanish ship San Francisco de Asis, of 74 guns, 
Don Louis de Flores, wrecked near Rota. 7 

j 0. ^Spanish ship El Rayo, of 100 guns, Brigadier 
Don Henrique Macdonel, wrecked near San Lucar. 


Digitized by 


Google 



**, *r6f»rKk or naval aci-ions. 

I I. 'Spanish ship Neptuno, of 84 guns, Brigadier 
Don Gay etano V akles, wrecked between Kota and Ca- 
tohna. 

12. French ship Argonante, of 74 guns, Monsieur 

Epron, on shore m the port of Cadiz. " 

13. French ship Berwick, of 74 guns, Monsieur Ca- 
mas, 'wreeked to the jiorth ward of San Locar. 

14. French ship Aigle, of 74 guns, Monsieur Coo i> 
j*ege, wrecked near Rota* 

-15. French ship -Achilla, of 74 guns* Monsieur de 
NieupoTt, bunit during the action. ^ 1 

1 6 . French ship lntrepide, of 74 guns, Monsieur 
Infomet, burnt by the Britannia. 

17* Spanish ship San Augustin, of 74 guns, Bri- 
gadier Don Fehpe X. Cacgigal, burnt by the Levia- 
than i • " ' 

18. Spanish ship Santissima Trininada, of 140 guns, 
Rear-Admiral Don' Baltazar H. Cisneros, Brigadier 
Don F. Uriarte, sunk by the Prince, Neptune, «&c. 

19. French ship Redoubtable, of 74 guns, Monsieur 
Lucas, sunk astern of the Swiftsure? Teineraire lost 
thirteen, and Swiftsure five men. 

90. Spanish ship Argonauta, oL&Oguns, Don Anto- 
nio Parejo, sunk by the Ajax. 

91. Spanish ship- Santa .Anna, of 112 guns, Vice- 
Admiral Don Ignat io D'Aliva, Captain Don Joseph 
deGardoqui, taken, but got into Cadizin the gale, dis*. 
masted,. 

22. French ship Algebras, of 74 guus, Rear-Admi- 
ral Magon (killed) Captain Monsieur Bruard, taken, 
but got tpto Cadiz in the gale* dismasted, 

23* French ship Pluton, of 74 guns. Monsieur Cos* 
mao, returned to Cadiz in a sinking state 

VOL. v, H ‘ 
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24. Spanish ship Suu J uste, of 74 guns, Don Miguel 
Gaston, returned to Cadis, baa a foremast only* 

% 25. Spanish ship San Leandro, of 64 guns, Don Jo- 
seph de Quevedo, returned to Cadiz dismasted. 

26. French ship .Neptune, of 64 guns/ Monsieuf 
^laistral, returned to Cadiz, and perfect. 

,27. French ship Heros, of 74 guns, Monsieur Pout 
lain, returned to ‘Cadiz, lpwer masts in, and Admiral 
Rossilie’s flag on hoard. - , 

28. Spanish ship Principe D’ Asturias, of 1 12 guns, 
Admiral Don F. Gravina, Don Antonio Rscano, &c, 
returned 4o Cadiz, dismasted. 

29 * Spanish ship Montanez, of 74 guns, Don Fran* 
•cisco Alcedo, returned to Cadiz. 

30. ; French ship Fbrmidable, of 80 gups, Reai> 
Admiral Dumanoir, hauled to the southward, and 
escaped. 

31. French ship Mopt Blanc, of 74 guns, Mpnsjeur 
le Villegries, hauled to the southward, and escaped, 

32. ^ French ship Scipiou, of £4 gups, M,onsif 2 ur 
Eereuger, hauled.to the southward, and escaped. 

33. French ship Di^guay T rouin, of 74 guns, Moit* 
sieur Touflet, haukd to the southward and oscapedv* 

ABSTRACT. 

AtGihnaltar-.p .. — --- ^ 

Destroyed .. r - ifi 

In Cadiz, wrecks 51 , « 

In Cadiz, serviceable 3 j ^ 

Escaped to the southward 4 

Total 33 


«■ . - ; • • k — 

"•The' four last mentioned ships were captured by Sir Richard 
Strachan on the 4th -#f November. 
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A List of the Name s and Rank of the Flag Officers of the 
Combined Fleets if. France and Spain, in tJte Action of 
the 2 3 st oj October 1 805. 

Admiral Villeneuve, Commander in Chief; Bucen~ 
taure — Taken. ; 

Admiral Don Frederico. Gr'avina ; Principe D*As- 
lurias — Escaped, in Cadiz, wpunded in the arm; 

Vice-Admiral Don Ignat io Marla D'Aliva ; Santa 
Anna— Woundfcd severely ~in the beadv taken, but was 
driven into Cadiz in the Santa Anna- 

Rear Admiral Don Baltazar Hidalgo Cisneros ; 
Santissiitia Trinidada — Taken. 

Rear-Admiral Magon * Algezirae — Killed. 
Rear-Admiral Durngnoir ; Formidable— Escaped*. 


M Ruryatus , off Cadiz , October 27, 1805- 
44 MY Lord Marquis, 

44 A gfceat npmber of Spanish subjects having been 
wouhded in the late action between the British and the 
combined fleets of Spain and France, on the 21st in- 
stant, humanity, and, my desire to alleviate the suf- 
ferings of these wounded men, dictate to me to offer 
to your. Excellency their enlargement,, that they 
may be taken proper cafe of in the hospitals on shore, 
provided your Excellency will send boat£ to convey 
-them, with a proper officer tp give receipts For the 
number, and acknowledge them in your Excellency's 
answer to this . letter, to be prisoners of war, to be e.^ 
obaoged before theyserve again. 
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u * assure your Excellency of my high con- 
sideration, and that f am, &c. 

CO^LLINGWOOD. 
^ Tb- hi* Excellency the Marquis de - 
u Eolana y Captain-General of 4n- 
iL dal usiay GwemoKi kc*C(fdix” 


Conditions on which the Spanish wounded Prisoners were 
released , and sent on Shore to the Hospital . 

1 Guillaume Valverde, having been authorized an# 
empowered hy the Marquis de Solkna, Governor-Ge- 
neral of Andalusia and of Cadiz, to receive from tlie 
English squadron the wounded prisoners, and such 
persons as may be necessary to their care, which re- 
lease, and enlargement, of the woundfed, &c. is agreed 
to on the part of the Commander in Chief of the Bri~ 
tish squadron, on the positive condition, that none of 
the said prisoners shall be employed again, ia an y 
public service of the Crown of Spain, either by sea or 
land, until they are regularly exchanged. 

Signed oh board his Britannic Majesty's ship Eu* 
ryaius, at sea, 30th October, 1805. 

GVIL. Dfc VALVERDE,. 

BDECAN DE S. E. 


u Evryalus, off Cadiz^ October S0 t 1805.. 

“Sra, 

u It is with great pleasure that I have heard, the*, 
wound you received in the action is in a hopeful, way. 
of recovery, and that your country may still have the 
benefit of your future service. 
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‘^But, ’Sir, you surrendered yourself tct me, and it 
was in consideration only of the sjate of your w6und^ 
thjit you were not removed into my ship, I could not 
disturb the' repose of a man supposed to be in his last 
moments^ but ypur sword, the emblem <5f your ser- 
vice, was delivered to me by your captain, and I ex* 
pect that you consider yourself a* prisoner of war, until 
you shalLbe regularly exchanged by cartel, 

u 1 have the honor to be, &c. 

“C.COLLINGWOOD^ 

n To Vice-Admiral Don 1 gnat to. ' 

“ Maria D’ A lira, sent under 
“ cover to Admiral G ravin a” 


An Abstract of the Killed and Wounded on board "the 
respective Ships composing the British Squadron under 
the Command of the Right Honorable Vice-Admiral 
Lord Viscount Nelson in the Action of the 2 \st of Oc- 
tober , 1805, of Cape Trafalgar, with, the Combined 
Fleets of France and Spain . 

Victory r - 4 officers, 3 petty officers, 32 seamen, and; 
13 marines, killed ; 4 officers, 3 petty officers* 59 sea- 
men, and 9 marines wounded.— Total 1 3‘2. 

Royal Sovereigns 3 officers,. 2 pett* officers, . 99 sea* 
men, and 13 marines, killed; 3 officers, 5 petty 
officers, 7 Q seamen, and. 16 marines, wounded —Total,. 
141. 

Britannia — 1 officer, v 8 seamen, and l 1 marine, kill- 
ed ; X officer*. 1 petty officer, 33 seamen,, and 7 ma- 
rines, woundUd — Total 52. 

Temeraire— 3 ©ffieers, 1 petty officer, 35, seatpen,, 
and 8 marines, killed ; 3 officers* 2 petty officers, 59 ? 
seamen, and 12 marines, wounded— Total 1 23. 

H 3 
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Prime— None. 

Neptune— '10 seamen, killed; 1 petty officer, 30 sea* % 
men, and 3 marines* wounded -^Total, 44. ‘ 

Dreadnought — 6 seamen,, and 1, marine, killed; 1 
officer, 2 petty officers, 19 seamen, and 4 marines,, 
wounded — Total * 33,. 

Tonnant— I petty officer, 1 6 seamen, and 9 marines, 
killed ; 2 officers,, 2 petty officers, 30 seamen,, and 
1 6 marines, wounded 1 — Total, 76*. 

Mars- — 1 officer* 3 petty officers, 17 seamen, and 
8 marines, killed ; 4 officers, 5 petty officers, 44 sea* 
men, and 1 6 marines,, wounded — Total, 98* 

Bellerophon— 2. officers, 1 petty officer, 20 seamen, 
and 4 marines, killed ; 2 officers, 4 petty officers, 97 
seamen^ and 20 marines, wounded — Total, 1 50. 

Minotaur — 3 seamen, killed ;. 1 officer, 1 petty offi- 
cer, 17 seamen, and 3 marines wounded— Total, 25, 

Revenge — 2 petty officers, 1 8 seamen, and 8 marines, 
killed ; 4 officers, 38 seamen, and; 9 .marines, wounded 
—Total 79. 

Conqueror — 2: officers, 1 seaman, kilted ; 2 officers, 

7 sean>en, wounded— Total, 12^ 

Leviathan— 2 seamen and .2 marines, killed ; 1 pet* 
ty officer, 17 seamen, and 4 marines, wounded — Total; . 

26. ' 

Ajax — 2 seamen, killed ; 9 seamen wounded— To* 
tal, 11. 

Orion — 1 seaman, killed 2 petty officers, 17 sea- 
men, and 4 marines, wounded— Total, 24. 

Agamemnon— -2 seamen, killed; 7 seamen* wounded 
—Total, 9. 

Spartiate — 3 seamen, killed; T officer, 2 petty offi- 
cers, 16 seamen, and 1 marine, wounded— Total, 23. 
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Africa— 12 seamen, and Amarines, killed; 2 offi- 
cers, 5 petty officers, 30 seamen,, and 7 marines, wound- 
ed — Total, 62. 

Belleisk — 2 officers* 1 petty officer* 22 seamen, and 
8 marines, killed; 3 officers, 3 petty officers, 68 sea- 
men, and 19 marines wounded* — Total. 126. ' 

Colossus*--* 1 officer, 31 seamen, and 8 marines, 
killed ; 5 officers, 9 petty officers, 115 seaman, and 
51 marines, wounded-— Total, 200. 

Achilk — 1 petty officer, 6 seamen, and 6 marines, 
killed i 4. officers, 4 petty officers, 37 seamen and 14 
marines, wounded — Total, 72*. x . 

PolypJxmus-x-2 seamen* killed .; 4 seamen,. wounded 
— ' Total, 6r 

Swift&ura — Z seamen, and % marines,.killed ; 1 petty 
officer, 6 seamen, and 1 marine, wounded — Total, 1 7* 

Defencf — 4 seamen, and 3 marines, killed ; 23 sea* 
men* and 6 marines* wounded — Tota*, 36* 

Thunderer— 2 seamen, and 2 marines, killed;. 2 
petty officers, 9 seamen, and. 1. marine wounded — To- 
tal, 16., 

Defiance— 2 officers, 1 petty officer, 8 seamen, and 
6 marines, killed ; 1 officer, 4-petty officers, 39 sea- 
men, and,9 marines, wounded— Total, '70. 

Total— 21 officers, 16 petty officers, 299 seamen, 
and 113 marines, killed; 43 officers, 5 9 petty 
officers, 900 seamen, , and- 2 12. marines, wounded 
—Total, 1663. 

“C. COLLING WOOD* 
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Return of the Names of the Officers and Petty Officer s f . 
killed and wounded, on board the Ships of the British* 
Squadron in the Action with the Combined Fleets of 
France and Spain, off Cape Trafalgar r on the 2 1st Oc- 

toi&r, ms. . 

K.U.LBD. 

Victory — The Right Hon. Lord Yiscount Nelson*. 
K. B. Vice-Admiral of the White, Commander in~ 
Chief, &c. &c. &c. ; John Scott, Esq. secretary; 
Charles Adair, captain of royal marines ; William 
Ram, lieutenant; Robert Smith and Alexander Pal- 
mer, midshipmen ; Thomas Whipple, captain's clerk. 

Royal Sovereign— Brice Gilliland, lieutenant ; Wil- 
liam Chalmers, master; Robert Green, second lieu- 
tenant of royal marines ; Thomas Aikenhead, and Tho- 
mas Braund, midshipmen. 

Britannia*— Francis Roskruge, lieutenant. 
Temeraire— Simeon Busigny, captain of royal “ma- 
rines; John Kingston, lieutenant of royal marines;: 
Lewis Oades,. carpenter, ; William Pitts, midshipman. 

Prince , none; — Neptune, none;.- — Dreadnought,. 
none. 

Ton nan t — William Brown, midshipman. 

Miars — George Duff, captain Alexander Duff, mas- 
ter's mate ; Edmund Corlyn, and Henry Morgan, mid— 
•bipmen. 

Bellerophxm — John Cooke, first captain ; Edward* 
Overton, master ; John Simmons, midshipman. 
Minotaur* —none. 

Revenge — Thomas Grier and Edward F. Brooks*, 
midshipmen. - 

Conqueror — Robert Lloyd, and William M* St# 
George, lieutenants/ 
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tpciathun, none :+~Ajax, none ; — Orion, none ; -- f- 
Agamemnon, i\nne i—Spartiate, none j— Africa, none. 

Btlleisle . — Ebenezer Geall, and Job* Woodin, lieu- 
tenants * r George Mind, midshipmans 

Cofossu $~- -Thoinas Serwin, master. 

Achille— Francis John Mugg, midshipman. 

Polyphemus^ none ; —~-Siciftsure t none ; — "Defence, 
none. ' - 

Thunderer, none* 

Defiance — Tbonm9 Simons, lieutenant; William 
Forster, boatswain \ James Williamson, midshipman* 

WOFNMO. 

Victory— John Pasco, and G. Miller Btigfi, lieute- 
nants: Lewis B. Reeves, and J. G. Peake, lieutenants of 
royal marines} William Rivers (slightly}, G; A# 
Westphnll, and Richard Bulkeley, midshipmen; John 
Geogbehan, agent-victualler's clerk. 1 

Royal Sovereign— John Clavell, and James Bash ford, 
lieutenants} James le Vesconte, second-lieutenant of ^ 
royal marines ; William Watson, roaster's mate; Gil- 
bert Kennieott, Grenville Thompson, John Campbell* 
and John Faxrant, midshipmen ; Isaac Wilkinsou,- 
boatswaim 

StepbenTrounce, master ; William Griiit^ 

midshipman, 

Tememire— James Mouldj lieutenant ; Samuel J, 
Payne, lieutenant of royal marines ; John Brooks, 
boatswain; T. S. Price, master's-mate*; John East- 
man,- midshipman* 

Prince , none. 

Neptune — ’"v Hurrell, captain's dark. 
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Dreadnought-* J ames L. Lloyd (slightly), lieute^ 
n*uit; Andrew M*Cullock, and James Saffin, mid- 
shipmen. ' 

Tonnant— Charles Tyler, captain; Richard Little, 
boatswain; William Alien, clerk;’ Henry Ready, rnas- 
terVmate— the three last slightly. ' . ' 

Mai's Edward Garrett, and James Black, lieute- 
nants; Thomas Cooke, master; Thomas Norman, se- 
cond captain of royal marines; John Yenge, George 
Guiren, William Job? Cooke, John Jenkins, and Alfred. 
Lukraft,jnidsh.ipmen. , v 

_ ^ e ^ e >'opftoh — James Wemyss, captain of royal ma- 
rines; Thomas Robinson, boatswain; Edward Halt- 
ley, master’s mate ; William N. Jewell, James Stone,' 
Thomas Bant, and George Pearson, midshipmeu. - 
Minotaur — Barnes Robinson, boatswain; John Sa- 
muel Smi th, midshipman^ 

• Revenge Robert Moorsom, captain (slightly) ; Luko- 
Brokenshaw; master; John Berry, lieutenant; Peter 
Lily (slightly)^ captain of royal marines* 

Conqueror — Thomas Wearing, lieutenant of royal 
marines; Philip Mendel, lieutenant of his imperial ma- 
jest/s navy (both slightly.) 

Leviathan — J. W. WatsoD, midshipman (slightly), 
4jax>. none. 

Orion Sause, C*P. Cable, midshipmen, (both 

slightly)* . 

jtgamemwon, none 

Siwrtiate--Jo\m Clarke, boatswain; Bellairs* 

and Knapman, midshipmen. 

Africa — Matthew Hay, acting-lieutenant: James 
Tynmore, captain of royal marines.; Jienry Westland* 
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Abraham Turney master 'a- mutefi; Frederic White 
{slightly), Philip J. Elmhurst, and John < P. BaiUy,' 
midshipmen. 

Belleisle — William Terrie, lieutenant; John Owes, 
first lieutenant of royal marines; Andrew Gibson, 
boatswain; William Henry Pearson, and Wiliam Cut- 
field, master's-mates; Samuel Jago, midshipman; 
J. T. Hodge, volunteer, first class. 

Colossus — James N. Morris, captain; George Bully, 
lieutenant; William Forster, acting lieutenant; John 
Benson, lieutenant of royal marines; Henry Mil- 
banke, master's mdte; William Herringham, Frederic 
“Thistlewayte (slightly), Thomas G. lteece, Henry 
Sfnellgrove, Rawden M‘Lean, Geofge Wharrie, Tim. 
Renou, and George Denton, midshipmen; William 
Adamson, boatswain. ' , ‘ i- 

Achille — Parkins Prynn (slightly), and Josias Bray f 
lieutenants; Pralms Westroppe, captain of royal ma- 
rines; William Leddon, lientenant of royal marines; 
George Pegge, master's mate; William 1L Staines, 
and Wm. J. Snow, midshipmen; W. Smith Warren, 
volunteer, first class. > 

Polyphemus , none. 

Bell Handcock, midshipman* 

Defence , none. . 

Thunderer — John Snell, master's-mate; Alexander 
Galloway, midshipman. f 

Defiancer~P . C. Durham", (slightly) captain; James 
Spratt, and Robert Browne, master's-mates; John 
Hodge, and ‘Edmund Andrew Chapman, midship- 
men. ^ , 

C. COLLING WOOD. 


Digitized by 


Google 



tk THE BRITISH TRIDENT; 

jCap tain Blackwood, who brought home the last ef 
these dispatches from the commander-in-chief, deli- 
vered the following correction of an error which had 
, crept into it, 

44 Admiralty-Office , Nov* 3 0, 1805. 

44 SIR, 

“ Observing in the Gazette Extraordinary, of 
the 27th instant, that the number of the enemy’s ships 
taken and destroyed, in consequence of the action of 
the 21st of October, is stated at twenty sail of the 
line, I take the liberty of mentioning to you, for the 
information of my lords commissioners of the Admi- 
ralty, that as this must be intended to include the 
French ship Argonaute, of 74- guns, which ship l bad 
an opportunity of knowing was safe in the port of Ca- 
diz, it will be proper to state the actual number taken 
and destroyed at nineteen sail of the line. This ap- 
parent inaccuracy was occasioned by the. dispatch of 
the commander-in chief, dated the 4th, having been 
made up before my last return with a flag of truce 
from that port. 

44 I am, &c# 

“ HENRY BLACKWOOD.* 
14 William Alanden, Esq* 9 


ACTION OFF FERRO k. , . 

The four ships of the van of the’ combined fleet 
which bore away to the' southward at the conclusion 
of the battle of Trafalgar, were all French : 
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Ship* Gan« Commander* 

Formidable 80 Rear-Admiral Dumanoir 

Duguay Trouin 74? Captaih Troufflet 

Mont Blanc * 74? — — ■— Villegries 

Scipion 74? — : Berenger 


This division wak led on by Admiral Dumanoir to 
the perpetration of a deed worthy of the sanguinary 
days of a Marat or a Robespierre. However incre- 
dible it may appear, the fact was afterwards confirmed 
by the testimony of many Spanish officers of rank, 

' that these wretches in their flight fired for some time 
on* the Spanish ships which had struck to the British, 
fleet ; by which wanton act of unparalleled ferocity, 
many of the Spaniards wOre killed and wounded. 

But it was not long that these savages were per- 
mitted to felicitate themselves on their- good fortune. 
They went off, as has been observed, to the southward, 
but soon putting about tojthe north, it was their in- 
tention to make their way by a sweeping cruize into 
some of their, own ports in the Channel or the Bay of 
Biscay. Sir Richard Strachan was at this time cruizing 
with a squadron for the purpose of intercepting p 
French force which had escaped from Rochefort. Oil 
the evening of the 2d of November, being off Ferrol, 
Sir Richard observed a frigate in the N. W. making 
signals ; he accordingly crowded all sail to join her, 
which he effected at eleven at flight. At this moment 
he perceived six large ships near him; the frigate 
proved to be the Phoenix, Captain Baker, who inform- 
ed Sir Richard that he had been chased by th£ Roche- 
fort squadron (as he supposed) then close to leeward. 
This intelligence highly delighted Sir Richard ra battle 
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and a victory were synonimouS; and the danger of the 
fight was lost in ihe anticipation of glory. He im- 
mediately directed Captain Baker to toll the other cap- 
tains of the ships of the line astern to follow him, as 
it was his intention to engage them immediately. He 
accordingly bore away for that purpose, making all 
the signal he could to indicate his movements to the 
rest of the squadron. The mOon enabled him to see 
the enemy bear away in a line abreast, closely formed, 
but he lost sight of them when she set, and was obliged 
to reduce his sails, only three of his ships being then 
in view. 

Sir Richard continued steering all night to the 
E. N. E. and in the motning observed one of his fri- 
gates,' the Santa Margarita at no great distance. At 
nine o'clock he discovered the enemy's squadron, con- 
sisting of four sail of the liue, in the N. E. under all 
sail. 1 he chase continued during the whole of the 
3d ; at daylight, on the morning of the 4th, the Bri- 
tish ships were near the enemy. A line of battle was 
formed, and Sir Richard being soon afterwards joined 
by the Namur, his force was as follows: 


S ips Guns ' Commanders 

Hero 74 lion. Captain Gardner 

Namur .1. - 74 Captain llalsted 

Caesar..-.- 80 Sir R. J. St radian 

Cqurageux 74 Captain Lee 

FRIGATES. 

Phoenix. ............. Captain Baker 

Santa Margaritta Raihbome 

‘iEolus ■ " ■ Lord Wm. Fitzroy 

Revolutionnaire — H. Hotham 
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A little before noon the enemy .finding an action 
unavoidable, began to take in their small sails, and 
form a line, bearing on the starboard tack. The 
Bifftish'ships did the same, and 15 ir Richard commu- 
nicated his intentions, by hailing to the captains that 
/f'he shdu Id attack the centre and rear. At noon the 
action commenced in full fury, and in a short time, 
one of ; the enemy's ships, Le Seipion, tacking by ac- 
cident* the French admiral and the other two were 
obliged to do the same to support'her; v This manoeu- 
vre brought .» thepi near the Namur, which bore up 
with great rapidity, having received directions, by" sig- 
nal, to engage their van, and gave the frigates in the 
rear the credit of a share^n the action. The French 
fought with the greatest obstinacy for three hours, 
when the admiral in the Formidable, struck his colors, 
and about twenty minutes afterwards the other three 
surrendered. On taking possession, of their prizes, 
the captors were not a little astonished to find that it 
was rjot the Rochefort squadron, but some of the fu- 
gitives from the fatal conflict off Trafalgar which had 
thus fortunately fallen into their possession. 

-This well-contested action, which added four sail 
of the Hue t<v the British navy, cost fewer lives than, 
might have been expected. The loss on board the 
whole squadron -was oniy 24 killed, and 1 1 1 wounded. 
That of the enemy amounted to between 500 and 6*00 
killed and N wounded. Rear-Admiral Dumanoir and 
the second captain of the Duguay Trduin wer<f among 
the latter, and the first captain of the same ship among 
the formei . The prizes were found by the British sea- 
men who took possession of them in the most filthy v 
condition, the. mangled dead bodies not all thrown 
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overboard, and the wounded in a terrible state; and 
the French officers who were sent on board the British 
ships Could not forbear expressing their surprize ,at 
the neat, clean and orderly state in whichdbey found 
.them. 


After the 'action, Sir Richard Strachan sent home 
the Hero, Namur, and Courageux, with the prizes, 
and himself in the Caesar joined Admiral Cornwallis, 
commander-in-chief of the fleet before Brest, who 
complained that the “ victory of -Trafalgar and that of 
his friend, dashing Sir Dick,” as he familiarly called 
the gallant Strachan, “ had left him nqthing to do but 
to pick his fingers." 

Thus the three great engagements of the year 1806, 
cost the French and Spaniards 25 sail of the line, 
which were either destroyed, or added to the British 
navy, and between 20 and 30,000 seamen, among 
whom were most of their best officers. Among the 
French admirals in the action off Trafalgar, not one 
escaped ; and it is rather singular that out of the 
three commanders : in-chief on that glorious day, not 
one was alive at the end of six months. Gravina 
died on the 9th of March, when he left Cadiz the se^ 
cond time : and Villeneuve, who was permitted to go 
to France on his parole, put an end to his life, it is 
said, at Rennes, or, what is more generally believed, 
was assassinated by the command of the sanguinary 
and vindictive Buonaparte. 

On the arrival of the intelligence of the splendid 
achievement at Trafalgar on the British shore, one 
universal sentiment pervaded every bosom. The deep 
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affliction with which the news of Lord Nelsons death 
was received, powerfully evinced the general opinion 
1 that the triumph, great and glorious as it was, had 
been dearly purchased. The victory created none of 
those enthusiastic emotions in the public mind which 
naval successes have in every former instance pro- 
duced. His Majesty, in particular, was deeply af- 
flicted, and is said, in the first emption of his sorrow, 
to have exclaimed : “ We have lost more than we 
have gained *V f 

On the 9 th of November a general promotion of 
flag-officers took place, and the rank of admiral of 
the red was restored to his Majesty's navy. 

A proclamation was issued for a day‘of thanksgiv- 
ing, to be held on the 5th of December, for the signal, 
and important victory obtained by bis lordship, and 
his Majesty was pleased to confer on his brother and 
beir the dignity of a viscount and earl, by the title of 
Viscount Merton and Earl Nelson, of Trafalgar, and 
of Merton in the county of Surry. More substantial 
acknowledgments awaited the family of the hero. A 
pension of 20001. per annum was conferred on jus wi- 
dow by parliament, which likewise voted an annuity' 
of 50001. a year to his successor, find a grant of 
T 20,0001. for erecting a house, and maintaining the 
dignity, scTnobly acquired by his lllustrious'brother. 

, Nor was the gratitude of the country withheld from 
the oiher gallant officers who had shared in the glory 
- and danger of these achievement. s Admiral Colling- 
wood received the thanks of both houses of parlia- 
ment, was created a peer of the realm by the title of 
, Baron Ccdlingwood, and an annuity of 20001.. a year 
was voted to him, and his two next heirs m succes- 
i 3 
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sion. Lord Northesk and Sir . Richard Strachan re- 
ceived the like thanks : ( on the former was also con-, 
ferred the order of tlie Bath, and on the latter a pen- 
sion of 10001. per annum. Captain Hardy, of the Vic- 
tory, was created a baronet,, and the sum of 200,0001. 
was allowed to the seamen, as a compensation for the 
• prizes they had been under the necessity of destroying 
off Trafalgar. A public funeral, more magnificent 
than Britain had ever witnessed, was decreed the in- 
comparable Nelson, and a monument was voted by 
parliament to be erected in St. Paul’s Cathedral to the 
memory of the gallant captains Cooke and Duff. 

On the 3d of December a special general meeting 
of the committee of the Patriotic Fund was- held at. 
Lloyd’s Coffee-house, at which the following resolu- 
tions were adopted • ' 

“ Resolved, that a vase of the value of five hun- 
dred pounds, ornamented with emblematical devices 
and appropriate inscriptions, illustrative of the tran- 
scendent and heroic achievements of the late Lord 
Viscount Nelson, be presented to his relict Lady Vis- 
countess Nelson. 

“ Resolved, That a similar vase be presented to the 
present Earl Nelson of Trafalgar, to descend- as an 
heir-loom with the title so gloriously acquired. 

“ Resolved, That a similar vase be presented to 
Vice-Admiral Lord Cbllingwood, who, after the death 
of the comroander-iu-chief, in the hour of victory, to 
nobly completed the triumph of the day. 

“ Resolved, 'That vases of the valu^of three hun- 
dred pounds each, with appropriate inscriptions, be 
presented to the Riglii Honorable Rear-Admiral the 
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Earl of Northesk, and Rear admiral Sir Richard Join* 
Strachan, bart. 

u Resolved, That swords of the value of one hun- 
dred pounds each, with appropriate inscriptions, be 
presented N fco the surviving captains and commander* of 
his Majesty's ships, who shared in the'dangers and glo- 
ry ofthoee memorable actions. 

u Resolved, That the sum of one hundred pounds 
be presented to each of the lieutenants of his Majesty V 
navy,, captain of royal marines, and other officers ia 
the second class of his majesty's proclamation for the 
distribution of prize money, who was severely wound- 
ed, and the sunKof fifty pounds to each officer of the 
same rank who was slightly wounded. 

u Resolved, That the sura of fifty pounds be pre- 
sented to each of the officers of the third class in his 
Majesty's proclamation for the distribution of prize- 
money, who was severely wounded ; and the sum of 
thirty pounds to each officer of the same rank, who was 
slightly wounded. 

“ Resolved, That the sura of forty pounds be pre- 
sented to each of the officers in the fourth class of his 
Majesty’s proclamation for the distribution of prize- 
money, who was severely wounded ; and the sum of 
twenty-five pounds to each officer of the same rank, 
who was slightly wounded ; and that additional gratui- 
ties be hereafter voted to such officers as may be dis- 
abled in consequence of their wounds. 

“ Resolved, That the sum of forty pounds be pre- 
sented to every seaman or marine, whose wounds may 
be attended with disability or loss of limb ; the sum of 
twenty pounds, to each seaman or marine severely 
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woundqd;; and the sum of ten pounds, to each sea~ 
man or marine slightly wounded. 

“ Resolved, That I'elief be afforded to the widows, 
orphans, parents, and relatives, depending for support 
on the captains, officers, petty officers, seamen, and 
marines, who fell in these glorious engagements, as 
soon astheir respective situations shall he made known 
to the committee. 

“ Resolved, That, letters be m itten to Lord Colling- 
wood and Sir Richard J. Strachan, requesting they 
will communicate the above resolutions to the different 
ships under their command, and'furnish t!)e committee 
with the names of the private seamen and marines 
killed and wounded, with such particulars as they can. 
collect, respecting the widows, orphans, or other re- 
latives who depended far support on the brave* nWn 
whp so gloriously fell in the cause of their country, 

“ Resolved, That the sums contributed on the day 
of thanksgiving, be exclusively appropriated to the 
relief of the seamen, soldiers, marines, and volunteers, 
wounded ; and to the widows, orphans, and relatives, 
of those killed in his Majesty’s service *, and that a 
separate account be kept of the same.” 

The l&st domestic occurrence relative to tlje navy, 
in 1805, which v. e have to record, is the trial of Vice- 
admiral Sir Robert Calder, hy a court-martial, which 
he had himself demanded, to enquire into his con- 
duct subsequent to the action off Ferjrol, on the 22d of 
July. 

This trial took place on board the' Prince of Wales, 
in Portsmouth harbor, on Mouday, December 23d. At 
nine o’clock the signal for a court-martial was made, 
by hois ling a Union Jack at the mizen peak, and at 
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ten the court assembled. It consisted of the following 
officers : — »— 

Vice-Admiral George Montagu, President, 

Vice-Admiral John Holloway, 

Vice-Admiral Bartholomew Rowley, 
Rear-Admiral Edward Thornborough, 
Rear-Admiral John Sutton, ‘ 

Rear-Admiral«Sir Isaac Coffin, Bart* 

Captain. Robert Dudley Oliver, 

Captain James Wood, 

The Hon. Captain Thomas Bladen Cape], 
Captain James Bissett, 

' Captain John Irwin, 

Captain John Sealer, 

Captain John Larmour. 

The prosecution was conducted by Moses Greet? 
ham, Esq. judge-advocate, assisted by C. BiekneH* 
Esq. solicitor to the Admiralty. The terms of the 
enquiry, 'and the charges were as follow “ Which 
court t hereby required and directed to enquire into 
the conduct and proceedings of the said Vice-Admiral 
Sir Robert Calder, with his Majesty's squadron under 
his command, on the said 23d day of July last, and 
also into his subsequent conduct and proceedings, un- 
til he finally lost sight of the enemy's ships, and to- 
try him for uot having done his utmost to renew the 
said engagement, and to takfe or destroy every ship of 
the enemy, which it was his duty to engage accord- 
ingly." 

* After reading the order for assembling the court- 
martial, the president said, that, as Captain Prowse, 
oue of the witnesses, summoned, was not in attendance* 
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it was far from his wish to proceed, if the evidence of 
that witness was considered at all material# 

Admiral Calder observed, that his great object was 
. to avoid creating the least unnecessary delay ; he had 
therefore no objection to proceed without Captain 
Prowse. ' l 

The Masters of the Prince of Wales, the Triumph, 
the Glory, the Warrior, and the Hero, produced tiieir 
different log-bboks, and swore to their contents. 

Rear-AdmirabSir Charles Stirling was the first wit- 
ness called, and, on h^s examination, deposed to the 
following effect,: — 

My flag-ship was the Glory. 'On the 23d of July, 
and on the subsequent days till the enemy was lost 
sight of, Vice-Admiral Calder's fleet, amounted to 
fifteen sail of the line, two frigates, a lugger, and a 
cutters Part of the van, in the morning, at day* light, 
was far: advanced towards the enemy. The body was* 
lying to; and the Malta and Thunderer the two frb v 
gates, the Egyptienne and Sirius, and two prizes* 
which had been captured the day before, were not iu 
sight. At day-light, on the 23d, the enemy was so dis- 
tant, aud the weather so hazy, that wte could not see 
them all, but as they approached nearer, when the 
weather cleared, I considered that their force were !8 
sail of the line, and seven or eight others. When the 
day advanced, the British fleet bore up to join the Ad- ; 
miral, and soon after the fleet wore and ran to the lee-, 
w’ard till we joined the Malta and Thunderer with the 
prizes, when we hauled our >yind with the main top- 
sail to the mast; the enemy had come down towards, 
us, and the British fleet had hauled their ^colors, but. 
about the time of our shewing* our wind, they hauled 
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theirs. We were not in a fly order of sailing or of bat- 
tle, and therefore we sometimes had our main top-sail 
full, or kept ifrnback to 'keep such distance from the 
admiral as I~ thought he would, approve. A look-out 
frigate from the enemy having Cojne down to reconnoi- 
tre in thecpur^e of the forenoon, the Triumph was 
sent to chase her; and afterwards lay to between the 
two <fleets. The Dragon was sent to take the Windsor 
Ca6tle in tow. About noon, I think, the enemy bore 
for the N*. W«. by N. to W. and by N. the wind was 
'N. W. and by N. according to <ny idea.' The crip- 
pled ships stood on the larboard tack, and it appeared, 
to me, th&t the admiraFs object was to keep company 
with theim The enemy, sometimes, during the day, 
bore up in line, of battle, -and then hauled their wind, 
not approaching us* I believe, nearer than four leagues, 
or being farther than six leagues from us, keeping 
nearly in the same line of bearing. About midnight, 
several guns were heard in the direction where the 
enemy was ; when the wind shifted to E. of N. in the 
mornings ajbout day-light, they were seen steering 
away, about to the S. E.-— I do not remember seeing 
tfoerfi from the deck any part of that day* therefore, I 
can only speak of the bearing, from the report of such 
officers astl sent up to look after them, who told me that 
they kept,ieceding from us till about six o'clock, when 
l understood them to be no longer seen from the shrouds 
of the Glory. About eight o’clock in the morning, 
the British fleet wore, and laid our heads tp N. W. 
The wind, as the day advanced ,1iad come more round 
to the eastward. — About the time of our wearing, a 
signui was made to know what ships had occasion to 
lay by to refit, to which- 1 answered in the negative* 
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The British ships by going to leeward, would have 
encreased their distances if the enemy had lain^to, but 
as they^bore up in the manner I have described, they 
came nearer to us, than they were- at day-light in the 
morning. If thfe British fleet had kept their wind, in* 
stead of steering a more easterly course, tliey would 
not have'atforded any protection to the captured ships, 
as they would have drifted>out of sight. The Admiral 
sometimes bore down towards them, from their not 
being able to keep their wind ; but when tlie enemy 
vauntingly bore up, he occasionally hkuled his wind, 
and then edged down to near his prizes. I say vaunt* 
ingly, because the enemy might have brought us to ac- 
tion whenever they pleased on that day. By the crip- 
pled ships I mean the Windsor Castle, the captured 
ships, the frigates, and at one time, the Malta .and 
Thunderer, which had the prizes in tow. To a qups- 
tion by the prosecutor — If the two frigates could secure 
the prises, and thereby have left the Malta and Thun- 
derer to join the fleet ? Admiral Stirling replied : — 
The Malta and Thunderer did join the fle^t, when we 
formed a junction with the prifces.-<-Ai to whether, 
considering the wind and relative situation* of the two 
fleets, could the British fleet have neared the enemy 
and renewed the action ?— This is merely a matter of 
opinion. It is impossible for me to say whether we 
eould have neared the enemy, We did not. lay our 
heads towards them : from the state of the wind and 
the disposition of the euemy on the 23 d, we could not 
have fetched them any part of that day, if they had 
chosen to avoid us. After the admiral had asked whet 
ther any Qf the ships wanted to lie-to, I saw no other 
signal indicative of an intention to renew the contest* 
4 ' 
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bis object appealing to me, as ! said before, to keep 
company with the crippled ships on that day. Front 
that.tune, the British fleet continued standing fronp 
the enemy. At to the possibility of the British fleet 
pursuing the enemy with advantage on the 24tb, Ihey 
steering to the S. and by E. and the wind being N. 
ahd E. I know no objection, if the admiral had 
thought proper to do so* At the time the British fleet 
bore down to the crippled ships, the Windsor Castle 
appeared tohave lost her fore top-mast, and not to 
beable to make sail ; I do not’ knew any other that 
was disabled. ^ 

Admiral Stirling was cross-examined by Sir Robert 
P alder— — when he acknowledged that oh the 1 J th oi* 
J#th of Juty, When he joined Sir RObdH from Roche- 
fort, it was reported that they were in "that port, one 
three-decker, two gfrgun ships, two 7^s, and some 
smaller vessels, and that Admiral Stirling understood 
dhey came out about the 19th of July*— Admiral Stir- 
liereprrodaced a latter from Sir Robert, after the 
action : it was dated Prince of Wales, 24th of July ; 
the Admiral begged he might be permitted to reSprif 
thanks to Admiral Stirling, for his unremitted atten- 
tion to the service, and the gallant support he had gi- 
ven him during the whole action. Had the weather 
been favourable, and they could have seen the signals, 
so as to have availed themselves of the mistakes of the 
enemy, they should have captured more of their shijps* 
He added, that 1 ho was going to Gape Finisterre, to 
meet Lord Nelson, and concert measures with him for 
attacking the combined fleet. 

Admiral Sterling's letter, in reply, began by thank* 
ing Admiral Glider for hh letter, and stated that he 
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meant to givehim all the support in liis power. It 
^stated Admiral {Stirling's Impe that Admiral Calder 
had got a g£od tale for, John Bully ; who could not But 
be pleased that he had taken, two ships from a superior' 
force. 

Admiral Stirling then added— I believe that letter 
iwaa sent to the Admiral on the 25tb, and I had the 
honor to wait upon him in the afternoon, by his per- 
mission ; and, to the. best of my recollection, that was 
my reason for not returning an official answer. I do 
, not remember any other communication with the Ad- 
miral, from about midnight of the 22d. 

By Sir R. Calder— ^-X)id ,1 not always place our 
fleet between the Windsor Castle and the captured 
ships, while in tow of our ships f«--The British fleet 
was always between them. , , ... 

Was not the English squadron always placed’ by me 
between that of the enemy and theportof Ferjrob.so 
long as the enemy continued in sight.NrrTbe British 
fleet was nearer to Ferrpl than the. enemy, till they 
crossed our stern on the 24th. t . 

When they crossed our stern eould they have fetch- 
ed Ferrol — I do not thmJt they, could, a* we had the 
wind. . . h , , / / 

Cou(t— What distance was the British fleetTrom 
Rochefort the morning after the action ?— I do not 
jmow. The qhart will tell. I can tell the latitude 
and Longitude. On the following day, at noon, by the 
master's reckoning, Cape Finisterre, ! bore S. E* hyE. 
40 leagues. t ; , . , . . ' 

Henry Craddock master, of, the Glory examined*^ \ 
What was tie distance between the British fleet, on 
the 24th of July last, from the. ports of Fenrol and 
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Rochefort ?— Cape Finis terrewas then the place from 
which we reckoned. It was distant about- 39 or *0 
feagdes, and the difference between it and Ferrol it 
trifling not above thiee, leagues. As to Rochefort, 
I cannot speak without the chart. 

Do you know the port of Ferrol ?-^Yes, by looking 
Into the mouth of the harbor and having a plan of the 
harbor. 

Can an enemy's fleet come out of that port with the 
wind at porth, or with any wind you had between the 
time of -the action and 8 P. M. of the 24th ? — I am 
not positive how the wind blew during the whole of that 
time. They could not, however, come out with a wind 
at N. N. W, and I can hardly suppose they could with 
a wind at north. 

Sir R. Calder being asked, whether he had any ques- 
tions to put to this witness, answered, “ I cannot ask 
any questions of that Gentleman." He was, how- 
ever, called back, and desired to examine bis log-book, 
when he stated, that it appeared from the log, that, oh 
the 24th frdm eight A. M, to eight P. M. natural time, 
the wiud was from N. N. E. to N. E. » 

Could an enemy's ship have come out of Ferrol with 
the wind atN. N; E. or at'N. E. At If. E. it could 
come out ; . but, to the best of my judgment, it would 
be attended with conside#ble difficulty to come out 
with the wind at N* N. E. 

Rearn Admiral George Martin was next examined. 
His deposition, in substance, nearly resembled that 
of the preceding witness. #n his stating, that the 
Admiral shewed no disposition to renew the action. 
Sir R. Calder said, he should save the court a great 
deal cf trouble on the head of his having, or not hav- 
x 2 
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fofr evinced a disposition to renew the engagement 
on the 23d. He accordingly jgave in an admission 
to the following effect ; — l admit that I did not 
shew any such disposition, except by hauling my wind} 
when the enemy bore down/us by doing so I must 
have separate* myself frorn the crippled ships and 
prizes. * . ~ 

On his cross-examination by Sir R. Calder, relative 
io the enemy chasing him, or making an attempt to 
force him to battle, either on the 23d or 24th— he ah- 
jwered, that the enemy bore rip in the afternoon of 
the 23d ; brit l>y their hauling their wind, again, as 
soon as theyjoined their leewaftdmo&tsbips} he believed 
it was only intended fof that. pu^pbeei'-V^Adotiml 
Calder could not have pursued the enefoy on the 24th 
without separating frodv {be prizesyfendnot Under a 
press of sail without separating from the Windsor Oat* 
tie. The British' IteetWas ahvays placed between jthe 
ehemy arid the port of Fertof. 

Mr. Bicknell, who assisted Mr. Greetbaro* the de* 
pnty judge advocate, in the conducting the proseeb* 
tion, here remarked, that Sir R. Calder having ad* 
riiitted that all the ships but the Windsor Castle were 
in a condition to renew the fight,, if he had thought 
proper, be (Mr. Bicknell) thought his task :a& an end. 
.< Sir Robert Calder said, foe had made no such ad* 
mission. He did indeed admit, that the Windsor Cas* 
fie was the only ship that did make a return to that 
effect. 

Mr. Bicknell said, that hethattboogbtauad mission 
pretty equivalent. - — 

Captain W. C. Durham, of the Defence, and Gap 
t tain Inman, of the Triumph, Were next examined 
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The latter stated, that on the morning of the 43d, be- 
ing sent to chase arecopnoitering frigate, he observed 
.. the enemy about three or four miles on the wepther 
beam of the British fleet, apparently repairing their da- 
^naage.— Ope of their ships in the rear appeared to 
have the head of her bowsprit gone off, and was ap- 
parently in tow of another. A second bad her. fore* 
yard down, and her top Jore-gallant-ihast. A third, 
one of her sail-y^rds down, and three or four ships 
were shifting their top-sai]s during the time he lay 
there.— Their situation was not described to the admi- 
ral. It was not required ; and. was not stated to him 
till some time afterwards. 

; Sir ll. Calder then apked the witness — Was your 
ship in danger of carrying; awpy her masts, on the 23d, 
.when I made you a signal to chase the Freuch frigate, 
reconnoitering ? — Yes; and I very much wondered the 
main-mast did not go. The bowsprit, also, was very 
badly wounded ; and the fore-ma^t had sprung though 
it had been fished. 

r , Did you report this to me when you came on board 
.the Priqceof \y ales ?— Yes, I told you some few days 
after. 

Were you not obliged to leave Admiral Stirling af- 
terwards and go into port ? — Three ourpenters reported 
, the main- mast to be .too bad to carry a top-mast, 
_on which Admiral Stirling ordered me into port, 
where the fore-mast, mam-mast, and bows^t were 
shifted. 

Was not the British fleet kept between the enemy 
and Ferrol, so long as the enemy remained in sight 1 
Yes. 

*3 
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Court — Did you make the signal of inability when 
you were ordered to chase thefrigate^—Nb ; I did bb t 
1 consider it a 1 thrie to m&ke a signal 6f distress or in- 
ability. - : 

Here the evidence for the prbseciitibn waadeCtar&l 
~to be finished, and Sir R. Calder ' Wats ordered to ehter 
-on his defence tire following day (Tuesday) ifhe shOukJ 
r feel himself sufficiently prepared. 

On Tuesday, however* the court was adjoumed tb 
Wednesday, Sir R. Calder not being prepared. 

Accordingly, bn Wednesday, the *2i»th, the -court 
’Vnet at ten o'clock, and Sir Robert Calder having been 
called in, addressed the court, and presenting- a scroll, 
"Said, u ^r. President and Gentleiben of the bouirt, I 
feeg leave to deliver this as iny defence, and to* re- 
quest your permission that a friefnd bf mine tnhy read 

; 

The President replied, ^ Most assuredly.” 

Mr. Gazelee, Sir Robert’s official adviser, then maid 
nearly as follows : — Mr; President, arid Gentlemen of 
■this teuhor able -Court, I appear before yoil in a-eihgu- 
Jar, and, I may say, m almost an unprecedented si- 
tuation, having served my king and country, notobly 
without reproach, but with honor and reputation, for 
a period of upwards of 46 years, (47 years l-exbktfmdd 
Sir Robert Calder), during Whibh I have beeh mOie 
than once hohored with distinguished malks of qpprb- 
bation; and, within the-last sijritlbnfths, have, with 
an inferipr fleet, forced into action the combined fleets 
of the enemy, and captured two of their line-'of-battle 
ships. Notwithstanding’ these 'circumstances," i have 
found myself under the painful necessity of demanding 
a naval court of enquiry dpon my conduct, in order 
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that I might defend my character from the aspersions 
which have been cast upon it, ,in consequence' of my 
-not renewing the action with the combined squadrons 
rof Fuarice and Spain, after the second day from the 
i action. The consciousness of having done my duty 
ito my country would have been alone sufficient to 
.have -induced me to treat those aspersions with con- 
tempt, if their circulation had not been sogeoeral, 
<that my silence must have been construed iota an ad- 
-mission of their truth* It was therefore that I found 
myself under the indispensable necessity of applying to 

* the' Lords of the Admiralty, in order that I might be 
^enabled to refute the aspersions against my character 

< and fame. To this their lordships assentedf'and, al- 
though in a subsequent letter I requested that the 
court should be invested with the power of enquiring 

t hrto 'die whole of my conduct, they have thought it 
" right to confine the enquiry entirely to the proceedings 

* of the 23d of July, and to my not taking and de- 
stroying every ship of the enemy, which the charge 

* asserts it was my duty to do* I consider this, there- 
fore, as a declaration on the part of their lordships, 
that my not Renewing the engagement with the enemy 

* on the 23d, is the only part of my conduct to which 
-any doubt attaches. At the same time, I cannot but 

* lament that the enquiry should be so limited as it is, 
~fpr it prevents me from giving evidence of the action 
. of the 22d ; an action which y I am proud to say, added 

< to the glory of the British uavy* 1 trust I shall satisfy 
the court that my not renewing the engagement* was, 

(Under all the circumstances, the mosf proper course ~ 
TO be adopted, and that the* attempting* to renew the 

< action «nghthwve endangered my ownde^t, and with 
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it the safety of the country. I shall lay before the 
cdurt the situation in which I was placed, the orders 
I bad received, and the reasons by which I was actu- 
ated, confident that the aspersions, of which 1 have 
been so long the object, will be dissipated, and I shall 
be restored with unsullied honor to that country for 
which I have bled and conquered. Permit me, Mr. 
President and Gentlemen, to make a few observations 
on the specific charge. It does not strictly speaking, 
range itself with any of the articles of war* It as- 
sumes, that it was my duty to take and destroy every 
ship oCthe enemy. I admit that it is sp much the 
duty of every officer, that it is incumbent, on him to 
exert himself to his utmost means to destroy, every ship 
of the fenemy ; but it is not necessary for me to prove 
the physical possibility of destroying them* There 
may be many reasons which would render the attempt 
rash and imprudent: those reasons must be so obvious 
to the court, that it would be unnecessary to state 
them. Permit me, however, to observe, that mine 
is not the only instance where a British fleet has been 
lying in sight of the enemy without renewing the 
fight. I may name two gallapt officers, who, after 
brilliant victories, did not think themselves justified 
in bringing the enemy to battle again — I. mean Earl 
Howe in 1794, and Earl St. Vincent in 1797* Of 
the latter I can speak from my own personal know- 
ledge, having served under him in that engagement. 
Of the propriety of the conduct of those brave officers 
upon each occasion, no doubt has ever been enter- 
tained. They exercised a sound discretion, acting U> 
the best of their judgment for the advantage of the 
country. , Put it may not. be improper to remarit; 
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that mine was a situation in which it was more pecu- 
liarly necessary to exercise that discretion which an 
officer is supposed to possess, and by which be is to 
determine the propriety of offering battle to a superior 
fleet. Upon the two memorable occasions to which I 
have referred, there was no apprehension of attack 
from any other quarter. I, on the contrary, found 
myself under the necessity of being on my guard 
against the Ferrol and Rochefort squadrons, consist- 
ing of not less than twenty-one sail of the line, one 
of which was at sea, and the other on the point of sail- 
ing. I will trouble the court with a short statement 
ol the fafcts. In February last, I was dispatched by 
Admiral Cornwallis to blockade the roads of Ferrol and 
Corunna. Besides a French squadron of five sail of 
the line, afterwards increased to nine sail of the line, 
there were several frigates then at sea. I applied to the 
admiralty for two frigates and some small ships to place 
at the mouth of the harbor, but I was only able to ob- 
tain one frigate. I do not impute any blame to the 
admiralty on this account; I well know that at that 
time they bad abundant means of applying all the force 
they could collect. 1 am not accusing the admiralty, 
I am defending myself, and the sole object is, that the 
court may be aware of the situation in which I was 
placed. With my small force I kept my station, and 
forwarded the information I received to the com- 
mander in chief, Admiral Cornwallis. The Toulon and 
Cadiz fleet joined. My situation now became so dan- 
gerous, that Lord Gardner desired me to join him. 
At this time the combined squadrons, which had gone 
to the West Indies, were on their return, and I was di- 
rected to be upon my guard against them. The pre- 
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parations at Ferrol continued. I received information 
that a French admiral at Paris was ordered to proceed 
to Ferrol, to relieve the admiral, and to push to sea, 
and the report tnade to me by Captain Prowse agreed 
with this, so far as respected the intention of the squa- 
dron to sail. I also received information that the ships 
had actually begun to move. In addition to this, 1 
learnt that the enemy, had erected signal posts along 
the coast, in order that the combined squadron, on its 
return, might, by sending in a small frigate, communi- 
cate their arrival to the ships at Ferrol, and direct 
them to push out. Admiral Cornwallis, who had joined 
me, directed me to proceed forty leagues to the N.W. 
of Cape Finisterre, and cruize six or eight days, in or- 
jder to intercept the French and Spanish squadron, 
which he never supposed amounted to more than 1$ 
sail of the line ; after which I was to return to my 
post off FerroL This order was brought me on the 
] 5th of July, on which day Admiral Stirling, joined me, 
and we proceeded as the order directed. At that time 
there were nine sail of the line in Rochefort ready ; and 
the evidence of Admiral Stirling has proved that they 
had sailed on the 18th. The wind was quite fair for 
the enemy to get out of Ferrol ; the wind continued 
fair two or three days for that purpose, and if they 
took the advantage of it, they might have got from 
thence — They might have sailed from Ferrol on the 
24 th; for though the wind was N. VV. on the 23d, it 
was N. N. E. on the 24th. But 1 shall place this out 
of all doubt, by putting in the charts, by which it will 
be seen what winds would bring the squadron out of 
Ferrol ; besides, the court will not fail to recollect that 
there are frequent land winds on that part of the coast. 
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by which thay might have pushed out. These observa- ' 
tious are only material, as they enable the court to judge 
of rny apprehensions that the Ferrol squadron might ac- 
tually be at sea. 1 received an order from Lord Nelson, 
directed to the commanding officers in the Tagu?, ac- 
quainting them, that the combined squadron had pas- 
sed Antigua on their way to Europe. On the 22d of 
July they came in sight, twenty sail of the line, seven 
frigates, and two armed brigs; a much, greater force 
than I expected them to consist of. It appears, that 
when they were seen off the Diamond Rock, they were 
only 1 6' sail. The force under my command amounted 
only to 15 sail of the line, two frigates, and two cut- 
ters. Notwithstanding this great difference in point of 
strength, I forced them to Action: — the general result 
you are acquainted with. As it is not the object of 
enquiry, it is not necessary to take up your time by en- 
tering into it. 1 have never heard of any disapproba- 
tion expressed by any one as to the mode of carrying 
the fleet into action. The victory was decidedly ours^ 
I have only to lament that the state of the weather pre- 
vented its being more complete. As it was, there are but 
few instances, in which an equal number of British ships/ 
against such a superior force, have been so successful. 
The firing did not cease till nine o'clock ; and though 
it has been said by those who are unacquainted with 
the subject, that it might have been longer continued** 
yet you well know, that in the latitude in which the ac- 
tion was fought, it is completely dark at that hour. At 
the time the firing ceased, the enemy were at long 
cannon shot. I had hailed the Windsor Castle, and 
desired Captain Boyle to get a mast up. He said he 
^was afraid he could not. 1 said 1 should keep on the 
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same tack all night, which I did, keeping the quadron 
between the Windsor Castle and the prices. During 
the night my ship was employed in repairing the da** 
mages, the other ships were similarly employed ; and, 
being unacquainted with the state of the damages, I 
did flatter myself that I should be able next morning 
to renew the action, and I did endeavour to keep as 
near the enemy, as I could, the captured, ships not 
being able to keep up with, the squadron, and I sent 
the Frisk and the Nile to take the accounts of the da* 
mages* . At day-break the accounts were laid before 
me, and I found the damages much more considerable 
than 1 expected. I was eight or nine miles to leeward, 
with the Maltaand Thunderer out of sight. At eight 

o’clock we saw the M.alta, frigates, and. prizes to Jeer 
ward, and the Windsor Castle in tow of the Dragon. 
Observing that the Malta appeared to have one of the 
prizes in tow, I ordered her to quit her, and join me* 
The enemy at this time were in a body, and appa- 
rently had not materially suffered in their masts ; 
nan the contrary, on examining the accounts of thq 
damages, I found, that of my fifteen ships, although 
the Windsor Castle was the only one that answered my 
Signal in the .affirmative, when I asked who wanted to 
lie by to refit,' yet that there was not one of them in a 
itate to carry sufficient sail to take them to windward, 
particularly as there was a heavy swell. That my 
judgment was correct requires no other proof , than 
that early in themoruing tbeBarfleur sprung heryard: 
that a few hours only after, the Repulseeprungber bow- 
sprit. This afford a sspecimen of what . might have t 
been expected if the other ships bad carried that Sail 
which was necessary to enable them to come up .with 
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the enemy. It has been proved by Captain Toman, that 
when I desired hint to drive away a frigate that was re- 
connoiteriug us, be was apprehensive of his masts going 
by the board, though he did not think it atime to make 
a signal of inability. Another consequence of attempting 
to renew the action would have been the capture of the 
Windsor Castle and the prizes ; for, independent of 
the Rochefort squadron, the enemy had ships on the 
weather bow, to take advantage of those ships that se- 
parated from our squadron. By pursuing that line of 
conduct which I ‘did, I preserved the victory I had 
gained, in' dedance of the hostile Squadrons. Had I 
attempted to renew the engagement, I should have 
sustained a loss iu the want, of frigates. The advan- 
tages of having frigates and light ships upon suCb an 
occasiop are so well known' to you, that it would be 
superfluous in me to point them out. Permit me to 
say a word or two upon the subject of the superiority of 
the enemy in point of numbers. I am far from en- 
couraging the idea that an engagement ought not to be 
risked where the enemy are superior. I know the gal- 
lantry, bravery, and heroic spirit of British sailors too 
well to entertain such a thought for a moment. My- 
own conduct, ! trust,. sufficiently proves that I am in- 
Auenced by no such sentiment ; but I deprecate the 
idea that an engagement must be continued by a com- 
raanding officer as long as he' can continue it, even 
though be should put at hazard the advantages he has 
before gained. I maintain, that to encourage such an 
idea, would one day prove fatal to the officers, and' 
dangerous to the country* The necessity of continuing * 
an engagement must always depend on its own circum* 
stances, and the discretion of the officer who com- 
VOL. v, lr 
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mands, subject to that resposibilrty which attaches to 
the situation in which he is placed. Circumstanced 
as I was, it appeared to me to be impracticable to force 
the enemy to action with such advantage as would 
justify me, even if I had nothing to apprehend but the 
opposing squadron. But when I reflected,' that six- 
teen sail were at Ferrol, who might have come out to 
the assistance of the combined fleet, or that the 
blockade of Ferrol being no longer continued, they 
might he pushing to England, the iuvasion of which was 
an event daily expected, I felt, that by renewing the 
action I should run too great a hazard, and put my 
fleet in a state of danger, which I could not have been 
justified for doing. 1 therefore thought it best to keep 
my squadron together, and not to force the enemy to a 
second engagement, till a more favorable opportunity* 
At the same time, conceiving that their object ^as to 
join the ships at Ferrol, I determined to prevent them; 
I kept within them and Ferrol, and also kept between 
them and the Windsor Castle, meaning, if I found an op- 
portunity, to attack them afterwards. That this was. my 
determination, will be proved by a witness, to whom 
1 communicated ray having formed this resolution. I 
will prove that I acted upon it during the two days, 
keeping the squadron in sight, and never 'avoiding an 
engagement with the enemy — on the contrary; when- 
. ever the enemy shewed a disposition to engage, 1 held 
my wind, and, no doubt, if they had persevered, they 
would have met. with a proper reception — if they ever 
did entertain any such intention, they abandoned it— 
During the whole of the 23d the enemy had the wind, 
and at the cl^e of the day, they were at a distance 
of four leagues. At day-break on the 24th, the ene- 
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my’s fleet were six leagues to the west, and to be seen 
only from the mast head ; the wind was in our favor, 
though but very light breezes, and I doubt whether I 
could have overtaken them— certainly I could not, 
without separating the, squadron* and as they would 
not renew the action when the wind was in th£ir favor, 

I coflld hardly expect that they wohld when it was in 
ours. I could not have prevented them from making 
signals to t&e fleet at Ferrol. I therefore did not think 
the opportunity afforded of overtaking them by the 
state of the wind sufficient ground to indqce me to al- 
ter my opinion. At six o^clock they were entirely out 
of sight ; on the 25th we continued our course East 
and by North, and having accompanied the Windsor 
- Castle and prizes so far to the Oortb, that I thought 
them safe from the combined as well as the Rochefort 
squadron, I parted, and said I should go back to Cape ' 
Fin is ter re, in hopes of' seeing Lord Nelson ; if I did 
not, that 1 should proceed off Ferrol, to see if any fa- 
, vorable opportunity should offer of attacking the ene- 
my to advantage. 1 arrived at the place of rendezvous 
previously directed by the commander in chief, but did 
not find Lord Nelson. At length the combined squa* 
drons were enabled to get into Ferrol and Corunna, 
and 1 joined the commander in chief off Ushant. I 
have thus given a faithful narrative of my proceedings 
■' until my joining in 'the North Seas, a period of five 
months* during which I was perpetually at sea ; and 
here having trespassed so much on your patience, my 
narrative might close ; but the court will, I trust, per- 
mit me to add one fact, as it will shew that the com- 
mander in chief approved of my conduct, and that he 
expressed his approbation, which certainly he would 
t 2 


Digitized by °Qle 



ll$ THE BRITISH TRIDENT; 

not have done if be bad thought I had ill discharged^ 
my trust. He had before that transmitted to me the 
approbation of the admiralty of my conduct, and only 
four days afterwards he put under my command twen- 
ty sail, desiring me to cruize in search of the combined ' 
fleet, and to use my utmost endeavors to intercept 
them. 1 immediately ssiled in pnrsuance of his d*der* 
The, combined squadron had left Ferro! , and.i was in 
time to enable Admiral Collingwood to secure them in 
Cadiz. At this time nothing of blame had reached 
my ears. Thinking that 1 had well and successfully 
exerted myself in the service of my countiy, it did npt 
suggest itself to my mind that any fault could be found 
with me. The congratulations I received were flattering 
The court are in possession of the letter which I receiv- 
ed from the admiralty, and the approbation expressed 
by the commander in chief. The latter was the most 
solid proof that could be given of the manner in which 
his orders had been executed ; and 1 flattered myself 
that 1 should have been floored by my Sovereign, and 
that my brave associates would have had the reward 
they had so well merited. The court will judge what 
were my feelings, what my. disappointment, to find my- 
self traduced and falsified in the newspapers. Even the 
most moderate accused me of playing with the feelings 
of the public. I felt that the manner of publishing the 
account of the victory in the Gazette might have given 
occasion for the aspersions against me ; for you will 
observe, that instead of ifs iaeing published as an ex* 
tract of my dispatch, it was published as a copy, and 
concluded with the passage, u When I have put my 
squadron to rights, 1 shall endeavor to renew the ac- 
tion,” omittiug altogether the subsequent part of the 
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letter. Here I must protest against the slightest cen- 
sure on the admiralty. They, doubtless, were anxious 
to give the public the earliest intimation of the vic- 
tory y and did not think it necessary to give any account 
of the Rochefort and Ferrol' squadrons. If they bad 
done so, the public would not have drawn the conclu- 
sion they 'did, nor would the public have been so san- 
guine in their expectations, if the letter had been pub- 
lished as an extract, because they would have imar, 
gined there was something else in the letter which the 
admiralty thought proper to conceal. If the admiral- 
ty had been aware of this, sure I am, from the readi- 
ness with which they gave me a copy of my letter, they 
would have avoided putting me in the unfortunate si- 
tuation in which I am placed. In availing myself of 
the liberty of defending my own character and con- 
duct, 1 shall be carefuUjiot to state any thing prejudi- 
cial to the public. I shall rather run the risk of suffering 
by the concealment of that ‘which ought not to be pub- 
lished. 1 think it c-dn be attended with no bad conse- 
quences to state that passage in my letter, the oibission 
of Which I complain. It is this- 1 -" At the same time 
it will behove me to be on my guard against the com- 
bined squadrons in Ferrol and Rochefort ; therefore 
1 may find it necessary to .make a junction with the 
commander in chief off Usiiant.” Had this part of 
my letter .been published, I beg leave to ask whether 
the public would have been so sanguine as they have 
been ? — Assuredly they would not ; nor should I have 
had occasion to give, you this trouble. I stated, that 
the enemy had, sent off one of their crippled ships ta 
•Ferrol, and that on the morning of the 23d there ap- 
peared to be two ships less in the combined Beet than 
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on tbe preceding day. The court will, I trust, think- 
I do not unnecessarily trespass on their time further to 
mention another public letter. I owe it to Admiral 
Stirling and to myself to say, that I took tbe earliest- 
opportunity of supplying the omission of his name in 
ray letter to the admiralty, an omission'which was only 
attributed to the illness of my secretary, and that I af- 
terwards gave him that share of approbation which was 
idue to bis merit. It would be improper to comment ' 
on the -different reports which have been circulated ; 
but there is one, which is so entirely destitute of foun- n 
dation,that the court will forgive me if I call it to their 
attention. It has been asserted and reported, that l 
•said to Lieutenant Nicholson, when he left me wiilf 
the dispatch, that 1 had written to the lords commis- 
sioners, saying that I had it in my power to bring the- 
-combined fleet to action, and that 1 was determined to 
do so. If this had been \ so, Lieutenant Nicholson* 
^rould have been called. His not being called, gives 
■additional weight to my declaration, that I never did. 
send such message — that 1 do most solemnly declare 
the enemy were at tbe time out of sight, and it was* 
-impossible to renew the action. He was, therefore* 
mot warranted m affirming that, or in making any such 
representation, ais from me. I am aware these obser* 
vations will not vary the question — they will not,! 
trust, be deemed wholly irrelevant, but, on the con- 
trary, will justify me, for having desired an oppor- 
tunity of exculpating myself to the public, and remov- 
ing the imputations against me. The .opportunity has 
<been offered, and 1 hope the explanation will be satis- 
factory. The question^ resolves itself into two branches; 
first, Whether I could have renewed the engagement 
~ 2 
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with advantage l and, secondly. Whether it was pru^ 
dent not te renew it,and I did net wisely exercise my 
discretion ? On the first, youhavebeard tbeevideoee for 
the prosecution. The result is, that onAhe 23d of July H. 
was impossible to bring theenemy to action unless they 
thought proper to renew it, and that on the 24th I bad- 
no chance of overtaking them, without separating ray 
squadron*. In addition to that evidence, I shall trouble 
you with very little. I shall prove the damages the . 
different 1 ships had- sustained, with the additional cir*» 
cumstanee, that .it waniot, from the, state of the wea- 
ther, possible to takedhe people out of .the captured 
ships; but here I have to lament the absence of Cap- 
tain Prowse, but I trust I shall be able to prove these 
matters without his-asssistance, as his arrival is so ex- 
tremely uncertain* You will take into your consider 
ration the question^:, whether the enemy would have 
-staid till I came up with them ? Whether I should 
have separated myself from the disabled part of my 
squadron ? and you must know that there is a material 
difference between renewing the attack with a willing, 
and an unwilling enemy. It has been said, that I 
meant to renew the action, by the signal to ask if any 
of the ships wanted to lie by. My reason for that sig- 

nal, was, that I might form my line to the beat advan- 
tage, in case the enemy was inclined to renew the ac- 
tion. At this time the Windsor Castle was in tow of 
the Dragon, and the Malta was, to keward ; and al- 
though I might have formed a line it Would have been 
impossible Uy have made an attack. That the signal 
was hot understood, is evident ; for Captain Inman has 
said, that he did not think it a time to make a signal 
of inability in sight of an enemy. The court will re* * 
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collect that I was at that time in possession of the re* 
turn of the damages of each ship. The answer in the 
negative to my signal, expressed only die sentiments 
of the individual, and the court will give me credit foe 
every disposition to encourage that ardour in the offi^ 
cers and seamen, and their readiness at all times to 
meet the enemy, which easily accounts for their unwil- 
lingness to give signals of inability. Mr. President, 
with the rank and 'Character I hold, I think I should 
not haveJDeen justified, if, to this feeling of bravery 
and courage, 1 hadjput the British squadron to hazard, 
the preservation of wlrich-was of so much importance 
to the country. A question has been put to Captain 
Inman, tb know whether I asked him for the situation 
of the enemy. With respect to the fact stated by Cap-^ 
tain Durham— when he. made the signal, I had 
formed my plan, and to have desired him to keep the 
enemy in sight would only have had the effect of sepa- 
rating him from me. I best knew my own intentions. . 
The signal I made was No. 77 > to bring to, and not the 
signal to keep the enemy in sight. In forpiing an 'idea 
of the second question, namely, the renewing of the 
engagement, the court will forgive me if 1 refer to my 
situation. 1 had but fourteen sail without frigates, the 
epemy had eighteen with many frigates. I could jnot 
hope to succeed without receiving great damage; I had ' 
no friendly port to go to y and had the Ferrol and 
Rochefort squadrons cofne out, 1 must have fallen an 
easy prey. They might have gone to Ireland. Had 
I been defeated, the enemy would have acquired spirit, 
and it is impossible to say what the consequence might 
have been. The question is great and momentous. 
Jt affects every officer who may be placed in a situa- 
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tion of command. Miserable must be tbeir conduct,, 
if they are to be censured for a fair and honest dis- 
charge of their duty, and the due exercise of their dis- 
cretion. I have ever felt that I have exercised mine 
wisely, and for the advantageof the service and the 
country. Were I placed in similar circumstances again, 

I should act in a similar manner, unless this court, put- 
ting themselves in my situation, shall tell me I acted 
erroneously.; but this I trust they will ndt do. If I 
may be allowed to look at subsequent events, I might 
say, that by the conduct I adopted, I was enabled to 
pursue the combined squadron into Cadiz, by which 
I laid the foundation of that splendid victory which 
engages the attention pf the country. By being placed 
under the necessity of demanding this enquiry, ,1 have 
been prevented from sharing in the glories of that day ; 
and, believe me, that, has been no small part of my 
sufferings ( the gallant Admiral turned round , and wiped 
a tear from his eye)* The judgment of the court will, 

1 hope, reinstate me in society, and restore tome un- 
sullied that fair fame and reputation which have bee'a , 
•o cruelly attacked. 

The first branch of evidence consisted wholly of writ- 
ten documents, which were laid upon the table, but not 
read. . They were the original correspondence between 
Lord Gardner and Admiral Calder — the letters and 
orders of Lord Cornwallis — the orders of the Admiral- 
ty, desiring the Admiral to be on his guard against the- 
llochefort and Ferrol squadrons— the orders 6f Lord 
Nfeison to the commanders in the Tagus~-tbe Gazette, 
account of the action of the 23d — the Admiral's letter,, 
with the unpublished -paragraph, and several other 
letters between the admiral and other commanders* 
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For the defence — 

■ The Hon. Capt. Gardner of the Hero, gave in the 
report of the damages of his ship. It appeared, that 
the foremast of the Hero was so badly wounded, that 
if he had gone in pursuit of the enemy', especially on 
the 24th, itjvas Captain Gardner’s opinion, thatthp 
mast must have gope by the board. ^When the Hero 
was repaired in port, the fore-mast and main-mast were 
both taken out and replaced by new ones. A report 
of the damages was sent on the night between the 
22d and 23d. On Captain Gardner stating, that lip 
had been informed by Lieutenant Fennel of the Nile, 
that the Admiral meant to renew the action on the 
' morning — The following paper was put in by SirIL ~ 
Calder 1 

" I admit that in the night of the 22d, I did, hope to 
renew the action." ^ 

Captain Gardner further stated, that he only ob- 
served one main-top-sail-yard gone of the whole squa- 
dron of the enemy. 

The Hon. Captain Legge of the Repulse, being exa- 
mined, stated, that the enemy did not appear to have 
suffered much. The first report he made to the Ad- 
miral mentioned that his rigging and sails had been 
cut. On the. evening, however, of the 25th, ths bow- 
sprit sprung, of which a signal was made to the admi- 
ral. About the same time the Malta sprung her fore- 
yard, and it was thought, her lower yard-r-a -signal 
was made that the Repulse, and Malta were ready to 
make sail again, as soon as it was day-light on the 
morning of th^ 26 th. 

Captain Boyle of the Windsor Castle, delivered in 
' his report of the damage. From his evidence it was 
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apparent, that unless Sir Robert had edged down, the 
Windsor Castle could not possibly have joined the 
fleet, neither was it in a condition to work to wiud- - 
ward, either in line of battle, or order of sailing, so as 
to force the enemy to battle ou the 23d or 24th of 
July. 

The evidence of Captain Lech mere, of the Thunderer, 

" Captain Brown, of the Ajax, Captain Harvey, of the 
Agamemnon, were nearly the. same as those of the pre~ 
ceding. 

Captain Gumming;' of the Prince of Wales, testified, 
that.no part of the Vice-admiral's conduct, during 
the action, was to be attributed to fear, or a want of 
zeal for bis Majesty's service. 

The remainder of the evidence, was of a nature si- 
milar to the foregoing testimonies. 

On Thursday the 2dth, the court met as usual at ten 
o'clock, and continued in deliberation until near four, 
when Sir Robert Calder was called, and the Judge 
Advocate read the following sentence of the court 

“ At a Court Martial assembled on board bis Ma- 
jesty's ship Prince of Wales, in Portsmouth harbour, 
on the 23d day of December, 1805,, and continued by 
Adjournment, from day today, until the 26th day of 
the same month. 

' “ Pursuant to an order from the Right Hon. the 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, dated the 15th 
day of November last past, and directed to the Presi- 
dent, getting forth, that Sir Robert Calder, Bart. Vice- 
admiral of the Blue, liad, by his letter to their Lord* 
ships’ Secretary, dated the 13th day of. September last, 
requested, for the reasons therein-mentioned, that an 
inquiry may be made into his the saui Vice-admiral's 
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conduct, on the 23d day of July last, the day af- 
ter the engagement with the combined fleets of 
France and Spain, or upon the whole or such part' 
thereof (when in presence of the enemy), as should 
. appear for the good of his Majesty's service, and for 
enabling him to give his reasons publicly for his con- 
duct on that occasion. 

. And that their Lordships thought fit, in compliance 
with the Vice-admiral's request, and for the - reasons 
mentioned in his said letter, that a Court Martial 
should be assembled, for the purpose above-mentioned, 
and also for enquiring into the whole of the said Vice^ 
admiral's conduct and proceedings, on the said 23d 
day of July, and into his subsequent conduct and pro- 
ceedings, until he finally lostsight of the enemy's ships ; 
and to try him for not having done his utmost to re- 
pew the said engagement, and to take and destroy eve- 
ry ship of the enemy, which it was bis duty to engage, , 
the court proceeded to inquire into the conduct and 
proceedings of thesaid Vice-admiral Sir Robert Calder, 
with his Majesty's squadron under his command, on 
the' said 23d day of July last, and also into his subse- 
quent conduct and proceedings, until he finally lost 
sight of the enemy's fleet, and to try hifn for not hav- 
ing done his utmost to renew the said engagement, and 
to take or destroy every ship of the enemy, which it 
was his duty to engage, and having heard the evi* 
dence produced in support of the charge, and by 
the said Vice-admiral Sir Robert Calder, Bart in his 
defence* aud what be had to alledge in support thereof, 
and having maturely weighed and considered the 
whole, the court is of opinion, that the charge of not 
having done his utmost to renew the said engagement, 
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afid to take or destroy every ship of the enemy, has 
been proved against the said Vice-admiral Calder; 
that it appears that' his conduct has not been actuated 
either by cowardice or disaffection, but has arisen sole- 
ly from error in judgment, and ishighly censurable, and 
doth adjudge bim to be severely reprimanded, and the 
said Vice-admiral Sir Robert Calder is hereby severely 
reprimanded accordingly. * 

Upon the sentence' being pronounced, Sir R^ Calder 
appeared deeply affected— he turned round and retired 
without a word* He was accompanied by a great num- 
ber of friends, and on descending from the deck of the. 
Prince of Wales into his barge, scarcely lifted up his 
bead, which was apparently bowed down by the weight 
of the sentence pronounced upou him — a sentence, 
which, by many, has been thought much too severe ; 
and by more totally unmerited. The disgrace of the 
gallant admiral must undoubtedly be ascribed, partly 
to that sanguine expectation which every advantage 
over our enemies, never fails to excite in the people of 
England, and which so frequently obtains credit for 
the accounts of battles never fought and victories never 
achieved. This disposition on the present occasion, 
was farther encouraged by the indiscreet and exag- 
gerated reports of Lieutenant Nicholson, who brought 
borne Sir Robert Calder’s dispatches, and to whose re- 
presentations the subsequent disappointment of the 
public owed much of its poignancy. There cannot 
exist a doubt (hat the admiral displayed all the intre- 
pidity and gallantry during the action by which he has 
been distinguished on so many preceding occasions, 
and that his subsequent conduct was dictated by a pru- 
dence the want of which, has, in geperal, been thought 
VOL* V# M 
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reprehensible in a commander, From a review of the 
paval history of Britain we might, however, he almost 
led* to conclude that the possession of this quality is not 
indispensably necessary, so numerous are the instances 
in which a disregard of its dictates has been crowned 
with the most glorious and complete success. 

# We now proceed to a detail of remarkable actions 
fought by individual ships, beginning with such as took 
place nearest home - 

On the 10th of March, the Kitty, private ship of 
war, commanded by Mr. Thomas Musgrave, fell in 
with a Spanish vessel of the same class, mounting 20 
guns, and manned with 1^0 men, and after an en- 
gagement of an hour and a half compelled her to strike* 
The loss of the Kitty was, one man killed and two dan- 
gerously wounded : that of the enemy is not stated. 
“ In justice to the officers and ship's company," writes 
the commander, in his letter to the secretary of the 
admiralty, “ I must say their conduct deserves the 
approbation of their lordships, when you take into con- 
sideration, that not twenty of them ever saw a gun 
fired before, and not twice that number ever were at 
sea, before we left the Downs on the 3d instant. 

April 24-th, the Watchful and Gallant gun-vessels, 

. attached to the squadron of observation off Boulogne, 
received directions by signal from Rear-admiral Doug- 
las, to chace north-east, in which bearing, t\\enty-six 
of the enemy's schuyts under Dutch colors were dis* 
covered endeavoring to round Cape Griznez from, the 
eastward. The two gun-brigs immediately made all 
sail, standing well in to cut them off. Lieutenant 
Shirley of the Gallant, closed with the enemy, and com- 
menced a well directed fire with round and grape shot 
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Which threw them into great confusion ; but having re- ' 
ceived four shot between wind and water, he was oblig- 
ed to haul to the wind on the starboard tack to stop the 
leaks which were gaining very fast, and was thus pre- 
vented from capturing the chief part of the flotilla. 
The inner shore squadron was, however, soon in pur- 
suit of them, and after an engagtement of two hours 
succeeded in cutting off seven schuyts, each having on 
board 18 or 20 soldiers besides seamen and carrying 
in general one ^-pounder, and two 6-pounders. On 
board the English vessel employed in this service, only 
one man' was slightly wounded. — The following morn- 
ing two more of the enemy's armed schuyts -were sent 
into the Downs by the Archer gun-brig. 

The Loire, Captain Frederic Maitland, cruizing to 
the westward oflrelahd, fell in on the2Ist of June, 
with the Vaillant, a formidable French privateer of 
Bourdeaux carrying 30 guns and 240 men. After a 
hard chace of twelve hours Captpin Maitland had ap- 
proached nearly within gun-shot, when the Melampug 
and Brilliant hove in sight on the weather bow which, 
obliged the enemy to bear aip and threw her into his 
hands about two hours sooner than she otherwise would 
have been. She was reckoned one of the most com- 
plete ships ever fitted out at Bourdeaux, was an excel- 
lent sailer, victualled and stored for a months' cruize and 
had taken the Lord Charles Spencer, Halifax packet. 

On the 10th of July, the Venus, Captain H. Matson, 
discovered a sail and after a chace of six hours came 
up with and captured L'Hirondelle French privateef 
brig, belonging to Dunkirk, carrying l6 guns, two of 
which were thrown overboard during the chace, and 90 
men. This privateer had on a former cruize taken 
m 2 
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the Queen Charlotte packet, .after an action of tw* 
houFS, and several other vessels. 

On the 13th of the same- month, Captain Stephen 

Poyntz, in the MeUunpus, took, after a slight skirmish, 

the Hycfra Spanish privateer of 28 guns, and 1$2 men, 

three of whom were killed and several wounded. 

* * 

The Goliath, Captain R. Barton, on her passage to 
Ferrol, captured, on the morning of the 1 1th of Au- 
gust, the French brig corvette Le Faune, of \6 guns, 
which bad been chased for nine hours by the Camilla, 
Captain Taylor, which was in company. Le Faune 
had on board twenty-two men belonging-to the Blanche 
frigate which had been taken by a small French, squa- 
dron in the West Indian seas. On the l6th of the 
Same month the Goliath had the farther good fortune 
to fall in with La Torche, French national corvette, of 
1 8 guns and 196 men, having on board 52 more of 
the crew of the Blanche, 'who were thus unexpectedly 
released from captivity. 

On the 1 Oth of August, the Phoenix of 3 6 guns, Cap* 
tain T. Baker, fell in with the Didon, a remarkably 
fine frigate and, one of the fastest sailers in the French 
navy, carrying 44- guns and 330 men. She had left 
fcurunna but a few days, ancf was on a secret cruize. 
On the approach of the Phoenix to leeward, her anta- 
gonist waited for her. This confidence on. the part of 
the enemy, proceeded from the following circumstance. 
A neutral ship had first spoken the Phoenix, and 
afterwards the Didon, to whom she communicated the* 
intelligence that she had just spoke an English cor- 
vette* of 20 guns, and that the Didon might, by setting 
ali the sail she could, overtake her — The Didon ac- 
cordingly carried a press of sail, which spot* brought 
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her albngside of the Phcenix, when she found her mis* . 
take. The action was gallantly fought, yard-arm td v 
yard arm for three hours by the log — After the French- 
mans main and mizen-masts- had gone over the side, 
he gi%w desperate, and, as a last effort, ran b» bowsprit - 
over the taffarel of the Phoenix, and attempted to board 
her.— But though the French officers did every thing 
they could to encourage tbeir men on board, the latter 
could no the prevailed upon. The Phcenix then board*- 
ed the Frenchman in; her turfy when the enemy called 
for quarter, and’Struck their colors*. Her foremast felt 5 , 
over the side as soon as sb8 struck; During the ac* 
tion,, which was never beyond pistol shot* the Phcenix 
had all her ropes cat to pieces, her main- top-sail-yard; 
shot away, and most of her masts and yards severely 
wounded. The necessity of Iter engaging to leeward 
in order to prevent the possibility of the enemy's 
escape, exposed Captain Baker to several raking, 

. broadsides before be thought it prudent to return the 
the fire. _The position of the two ships, during the last 
hour of *be engagement, subjected the Phcenix to ai* 

' most galling fire of musketry, and cost the lives of 
many of her bravp crew. Ih addition to her regular 
complement of seamen, the Didon is said to have had 
some sharp-shooters from the French army placed in\ 

' , hertops and rigging. The loss of the Phcenix in this ob- 
stinate conflict was 12 killed and 28 wounded amongr 
the former were the second 1 lieutenant and^ the mas-' 
ter’s mate, and among the latter a lieutenant ofuna*^ 
rines and two midshipmen. The loss of the enemyr 
amounted' to 27 killed, and 44 wounded; The spirit . 
and gallantry displayed in this action reflect infinite 
honor on Captain Baker and his brave orevry whao 
m3 

Digitized by ' 



rue mithk tki&iiry; 

tubbed a vessel so superior in weight of metal and 
number of men-*- the Phoenix being one of the lowest 
cfess of 36' gen frigates,, and only about 600 tons bur- 
den ; the Didon a 44 of the largest size* and not less 
than 1400 tone*. * 

On the i'2th of September, the Amazon* cruizing 
on Sciliy, fell in with and captured the Principe de la 
Paz, a Spanish corvette privateer of 26 guns, with' 
*60 men on boards principally French. This ship , 
iv as fitted out at Vigo five weeks before, and had taken 
the Prince of WaJes^acket from Lisbon, and the Lady, 
Nelson* letter of marque* from Virginia^ bound to 
Glasgow. Part of the crew of the latter and a consider 
rable sum in specie were found on board the privateeiy 
which was completely stored fqr remaining two* months" 
longer at sea. Her captain, Francois Beck*- ah ex- 
perienced cruiser* commanded the French privateer 
Le Braave, during the last war, and greatly* annoyed 
the British trade. 

On the morning ef the 2d of October, Captain Flem- 
ing, in the Egyptienne, having recopiioitred *he port^ 
of Rochefort, perceived a brig apparently ready for sea, 
and in a situation where he thought it practicable to 
bring "her ou t. Lieutenant H and field gallantly volun- 
teered to conduct the enterprise, and the Egyptienne 
stood off, till night should afford- an opportunity to 
make the attempt. On Captain Fleming's. return, the 
brig was perceived under all sail, outside the port and 
fell into his possession after a short ehase. She proved 
Ip be L'Acteon, imperial brig, of 1 6 guns and 126 men, 
commanded by Mona. Depoge, . cap i tame de fregate, 
and* having onboard a colonel and some recruits, with 
«n»B and clothing for a regiment in the West todies* 
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. The following gallant action of (Captain Weir,, of the 
gun-brig Ferreters attached to Admiral Russel's squa- 
dron cannot be better, described than in his own words 
in a letter to a friend, dated North Sea, October 8th, 
1805. 

“ Last Sunday night was an evening of horror, glo- 
ry, joy, and sorrow to me. Just at dark two large 
French cutter brigs ra% alongside, one on each beam r 
and with many opprobrious terms ordered me on 
hoards 1 had but nine guns- tc^ their thirty -six, and 
-was not prepared for sycb a rencontre. My courage 
and presence of mind stuck to me; but with them it 
was only a word and a blow. I prepared to surrender, 
Jtnd in reply hailed the commodore to come on board 
me; his rejoinder was a broadside, which veiy near 
jdepTiyed one half of us of our existence ; our jib-bpom 
^ust cleared bis taffarel when I gave him our larboard 
guns. They both wore and kept up a well-directed 
lire until eight o’clock, by which time our quarters 
were well cleared, and .we got the grape ready, deter* 

‘ mined to sell ourselves as dearly as possible, as we had 
not the least chance of escaping. At this moment l 
was under the necessity of sinking all my papers, sig- 
nals, instructions, &c. to cut away one anchor, heave 
one useless, gun overboard, and clear the decks of every 
incumbrance. Our main boom was shot away, all 
our running rigging, some of the standing, most of 
the sails shattered ; one shot in the magazine, one in 
my bed-plaee broke in. four pieces - r both brigs within 
pistol shot and comjng < still nearer, and no help nigh ; 
ip this si tuatipn, when I bad bidden adieu to aU worldly 
jtares, and sullenly resolved to sink, the enemy, to 
any great astonishment, hauled his wind, and stood 
from ns ; this was a glorious chance ; a dram was ad* 
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ministeredtoour brave fellows, and we then only wish- 
ed to be able to catch them; but it would have been 
madhess: we had enough to do to get ourselves into 
/ sailing condition. I sato no more of them. Next 
morning I stood for Yarmouth, in hopes of meeting a 
. comrade 1 — I borrowed two tons of water from the Roe- 
buck, and sailed the next hour m quest of them. One 
shot gave me a terrible head-ach, but thank God, ex- 
cept a couple of scratches, I escaped ; such an escape* 
perhaps never occurred*; every soul on board had 
compounded for a French prison, wheiji I gave the or* 
ders “ to wear/’ The Frenchman had no idea of my 
resisting, or he woujd have boarded us when we wore ; 
J suppose he had at least 30Oto*oqr 40 — Rule Britan- 
nia — I hope to meet them daily not nightly." 

At day-break, on the 1 5th of October, the Iris, Cap- 
tain Lavie, being ofFLes Roches Bonnes, two sail were 
discovered steering towards Bourdeaux. R wa3 soon 
ascertained that onewas a schooner armpd vessel, and 
the other a merchant ship, her prize* which last Cap- 
tain Lavie was fortunate enough to intercept. The 
same night a ship opened her fire upon the Iris and 
did not surrender until she hadreceived : several broad* 
sides. She proved to be, the St& Pedro, Spanish cor* • 
vette privateer, of 1 6 guns, with 150 men -on board 
when she sailed, but part of whom had been distributed , 
among five vessels which'sbe had captured. The Iris 
bad one man killed* and the enemy two killed and four 
wounded. ■ 

- On the 24th of December, La Loire, Captain *F. Ii* 
Maitland, and L’Egyptienne, Lieutenant P. C. Hand* 
field, commanding in (he absence of Captain Fleming; 
cruizing off Rochefort* fell in. with the French frigate 
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I-a Libre of 40 guns, and a complement of 280 men. 
She submitted after an obstinate defence of half an 
hour, having 20 men killed and wounded ; and received 
so much damage that all her masts went pverboard 
soon after the action. She sailed from Flushing on 
the 14th of November, in company with another 
French frigate of 48 guns, from which she parted in a 
gale of wind on the coast of Scptland. JL/Egyptienne 
had eight seamen wounded. 

The most remarkable naval occurrences that took 
place in the Mediterranean in the course of ' this year 
have already been recorded, but we have still to notice 
the determined resistance of Captain Vincent of the 
Arrow sloop, of 28 gups and 134 men, and the Ache- 
ron bomb, carrying eight guns, and commanded by 
Captain Farquhar, agaiust a very superior French force. 
These brave officers sailed on the 4th of January from 
•Malta, having under convoy 34 sail for England. They 
Jiad proceeded within a few days of Gibraltar, whep 
on the morning of the 3d of February two strange fri- 
.gates were observed, with all sail set, on the weather- 
quarter. The private signal was made, , but uot being 
answered, the Arrow and Acheron tacked and stood 
towards them. They were now near enough to disco? 
yer that the strangers had the appearance of being two 
large French frigates, on which the signal was made to 
the convoy for an enemy, and to make all possible 
sail to the appointed rendezvous. The frigates wero 
now crowding sail in chase of the British vessels, which, 
however, as the wind was very light and variable rathey 
gained upon them. The ships were cleared for action 
and at half past four, the Acheton having joined the 
Captain Farquhar went on board, and agreect 
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>vith Captain Vincent to make sail, and to keep in the 
rear of the convoy for their protection. All hands 
were kept at quarters during the night. At four in the 
morning the frigates came close alongside. The Arrow 
hailed the headmost ship then passing under her lee ; 
being in close order she soon came abreast of the 
Acheron. Being hailed by Captain Farquhar, who 
enquired what ship she was, she immediately gave him 
a broadside of round and grape, which did considera- 
ble damage to the sails and rigging of the Acheron 
without killing or wounding , any of her crew. The 
Acheron returned the enemy's fire, then hove about, 
end gave him the guns from the other side and kept 
up the fire while her 'shot would reach him. The Ar- 
row then bore up to the assistance of her consort and 
raked the enemy. About half past five the second fri- 
gate passed the Arrow without firing ; a little after- 
wards she appeared as if intending to wear, and hav- 
ing her stern Howard's the Acheron, Captain Farquhar 
gave her two rounds from his larboard guns, pn which 
she hauled her wind and stood towards the 'other frir 
gate. The long wished for day- light at length appear- 
ed when it was perceived that the enemy had French 
colors flying, and that one of the frigates bore a com- 
modore’s pendant. At six they tacked and stood to- 
wards the British vessels. At seven the action began 
with great spirit on both sides ; the headmost frigate 
being abreast of the Arrow and within half musket shot 
fired a broadside, which was immediately returned. 
She then ranged up to the Acheron and poured a broad- 
side into her, oh which Captain Farquhar commenced 
bn action which he continued till the commodore, hav- 
ing engaged the Arrow in passing, came up and fired 


Digitized by 


Google 



or; register of naval actions. ,131 

x * 

into him. The commander of the Acheron, undaunted 
by this fearful odds^ now turned his fire upon, this new 
aggressor, until he came up with the Arrow who had 
put her helm a-weather, and was now raking her. He 
then hauled his wind to clear the 'Arrow which ap- 
peared to be wearing, and . again directed his fire on the 
commodore's ship. In this manner the action was, 
continued with a degree of judgment, intrepidity and 
obstinacy that reflected the highest honor on the British 
captains till half past eight. Overpowered by s.nch 
*a superior force, Captain Vincent found himself under 
the necessity of striking his colors to the Incorruptible, 
mounting 44 eighteen-pounders and carrying upwards 
of 600 men; but not until 13 of his brave crew wer6 
killed and 27 wounded ; the masts, yards, sails, ropes, 
and rigging were cut all to pieces and many of the guns 
disabled, so that the ship was a co m pie te. wreck float- : 
ing like a log on the water towards the conclusion of 
the action. Captain Farqubar, with the greatest grief 
saw the Arrow obliged to strike ; .and his own ship be- 
ing much disabled in masts, 1 sails and rigging, and part v 
of her stern-post carried away, he considered that far- 
ther resistance on his part could be productive of no 
advantage. Unwilling therefore to sacrifice the lives 
of mefi who had given him the highest proof of their 
courage, he determined to make what sail he could 
with little hopes of saving the ship, but with a view to 
prolong the time of his being captured and to afford 
the convoy a better opportunity of escaping. The Su- 
periority of the enemy in sailing rendered the chase 
of short duration ; at nine, having received one broad- 
side and part of .another, and the enemy being very 
near, he was obliged to surrender the little Acheron to 
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the French frigate LTIortense of 44 guns, commanded 
by Mons. de la Marre La Mellerre, who finding her 
much disabled, set her on fire, as soon as the officers 
and ship’s company were removed. Neither jof these 
hard-earned trophies was destined to bear the enemy's 
flag. About three hours after they bad taken posses- 
sion of the Arrotf , it was found that she was sinking 
fast, as she had upwards of thirty shot-holes under 
water. In spite 6f all the efforls made both by the 
French and by her crew, she sunk about one in the 
afternoon, with three unfortunate wounded men who 
could not possibly be taken out. To aggravate the mis- 
fortunes of the gallant crew, they saved nothing but 
. the clothes they had on. The Incorruptible having 
taken and burned two of the convoy, a transport and 
a merchant brig, then proceeded with her prisoners to 
Carthagena, and the crew of the Acheron were landed 
by L'Hortense at Malaga. Captain Vincent was after- 
wards presented by the committee of the Patriotic 
Fund with a sword '-valued at one hundred guiueas 
for his conduct on this occasion. 

We shall now turn to the North American station 
where Sir Andrew Mitchell commanded at Halifax. 
Here a most gallant action was fought by Sir Robert 
Laurie in the Cleopatra of 32 guns. The official ac- 
count of it transmitted by that officer to the com- 
mander in chief was as fol low’s : 

On Saturday the 1 6 th of February, in lat. $8 tfeg. 
N., long. 67 deg. W., at ten A. M., saw a ship in the 
S. E. standing to the E. N. E. the wind at N. W. ; 
.made sail towards her ; at eleven perceived the chase 
to be a jarge frigate, with fifteen ports of a side on ate 
main deck ; cleared ship for action, and hoisted Auie- 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



Ott, REGISTER OF NAVAL ACTIONS. 133 

rican colors, to induce him to bring to for us ; but in- 
stead of which he made more sail ; the weather squally ; 
made and shortened sail occasionally ; carried away 
several studding-sail-yards* and the fore- top- mast 
studding-sail-boom, shifted over the starboard one, and 
set .the reefed lower studding sail ; a good deal of 
swell ; t lie chase apparently steering so as to keep tbe 
studding 6ails drawing full : and that at day-light on 
the 1 7th, was about four miles a head; fresh breezes 
and swell as before. At half past ten he took in his 
studding sails, aiid hauled more up ; when we got 
within three quarters of a mile, look in ours also. At 
half-past eleven he hauled his main-sail up, and kept 
more to the wind ; upon our, steering so close-with him 
upon his quarter he again set it and stay-sails, trying 
to gain .the wind of us, (upon which point of sailing 
he had the^ advantage) ; we made all sail, the chase 
having some time before hoisted French colors and we ' 
ours. 

“ On his seeming to draw a-head from us* at the dis- 
tance of about half gun-shot, fired our bow chasers 
which he returned, occasionally from his stern. 

Ilis guns appearing so well directed, and of heavy 
metal, and to prevent being raked by them, I was 
obliged to steer so as to keep on his quarter, though 
prolonging the chase. Latitude, at moon, 29 deg. 24 
min* N.. long. 64 deg* 20 min. W. At half past two 
P. M. having got within a cable’s length from the ene- 
my, he luffed close to the vvind, and gave us two 
broadsides, which, when at less than half a cable's 
distance, we returned, and a warm action .commenced* 
both ships trimming sails, steering sometimes close to 
the wind, and at others about three points free, during 

vol. v. ~ n ' . 
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"which we had considerably the advantage.* About five, 
having shot away his main-top-saij-yard, we forged 
a-head, although the mizen- top-sail was squared, and 
both jib, stay, and iiaulyards gone, finding neither 
fore nor main clue-garnets left to haul the courses up, 
our running rigging cut to pieces, so as to render it irn-. 
possible t«* either shorten or back a Sail, and both 
main and spring stays shot away, the main -mast only 
supported by the storm-stay-sail stay, 1 was induced 
to cross his bow, and, by hauling up, to have raked 
him, in preference to exposing our stem to the fire of 
twenty-five pieces. of cannon, from his broadside; but 
in the act of which an unfortunate shot struck the 
wheej, the broken spokes were jammed against the 
deck, so as to render it immoveable, as well as the 
rudder, which, at the same time, was choaked in the 
end by splinters, pistols, &c. placed near it. Our 
opponent, availing bimself of bur ungovernable situa- 
tion, with the wind upon bis quarter, gave us the stern, 
running his head and bowsprit over our quarter-deck, 
just abaft the main rigging ; and* under the cover of a 
very heavy fire from muskets and mnsketoons, at- 
tempted to board us, but wa% driven back ; we ex- 
changed a few musketry with thern ; but their great 
advantage in height and superiority of nurahers, as 
well as by their musketoons from the tops, cleared our 
-decks .and in at our ports. The only two guns we 
could bring to bear, being fired from within board, did 
them little injury, the shot passing through their lower 
deck. Most of our sails lying a-shiver, or partly 
a-back, and borne down by so heavy a ship (having 
been intended for a 7*) going almost before the wind, 
and much sea running, appearing to cut us asunder at 
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every, tend, 1 saw no prospect of saving the ship, or 
the lives of the numerous wounded that then were be- 
low. On the suggestion of the first lieutenant we at- 1 
tempted to hoist the fore-top- mast-stay-sail ; and I di- 
rected the sprit-sail top-sail to be set also; but, in the 
execution of which orders, every man was knocked 1 
down by their musketry and other small shot, as they 
made their appearance. At a quarter past five i they 
succeeded in boarding r and I was compelled to surrender 
to the French frigate la Ville de Milan, of 4 (6 guns r 
French eighteen pounders on the'main deck, and eights 
on the quarter-deck and- forecastle ; 350 men, besides 
several officers and passengers: commanded by Mons* 
-Reynaud, Capitaine de Vaisseau, and Mons. Gillet, 
Capitaine de Fregate; the former was killed, and the 
latter badly wounded in the action} and immediately 
afterwards the Cleopatra became a perfect wreck, not 
a- spar standing but the mizen mast, the bowsprit and 
other masts gone by the board, and I fully expected 
she would have foundered before both ships could get 
clear of each other. I trust it will be found that every 
exertion was made to bring a ship of so superior a 
force into action* tud in maintaining it. La Ville 
' de Milan is nearly double our siz^ and force, being a 
new ship of about 1200 tens burden, and having almost 
twice our number of men on board, as we only muster- 
ed at quarters iy9> being 10 short of complement, and 
that from the strength of the ship's company in able 
seamen, there were several on the sick '-list — More gal- 
lantly and bravery could not have been displayed than 
by both officers and men of so young a ship’s* company, 
many being under twenty years of age, and only three 
marines who had joined that corps, more than two 
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weeks before they embarked. 1 have no hesitation in 
saying, that bad hot the above unlucky accident oc- 
curred, she must have struck to us, as the next morn- 
ing, her fore-mast and bowsprit weie the only mast 
standing, much cut in the hull, and I counted H shot 
in the wreck of her main-mast; that our 12-pounder^ 
could not do that justice too from its size, nor the thick-* 
ness of her sides, that was so well intended.” 

The loss of the Cleopatra amounted to 20 killed, 
and 38 wounded, of whom two died soon after the ac- 
tion. 

Fortunately, however, the Ville de Milan, with her 
prize, fell in a few days afterwards with the Leander 
of 50 guns, commanded by Captain Talbot, who was 
cruizing according to the orders he had received from 
Sir Andrew Mitchell. From the disabled state of the- 
Ville de Milan and her prize, they both fell an easy 
conquest to the Leander. The following is the account 
of this affair, as given by Captain Talbot • 

On Saturday the 23d of February, at twelve o’clock 
at noon, a sail was seen from the mast-head, bearing 
south of us ; the weather at this time was hazy, with 
squalls of wind from the northward. All sail was in*- 
mediately made in chase the weather becoming still 
more hazy, in a few moments we lost sight of the 
chase ; at half-past two o’clock it cleared away a little 
to the southward, and we again got sight of her. I 
found that we had considerably neared the chase, and 
that it was a large ship under jury-masts, standing 
to the south-east. At three o’clock we saw another 
ship a short distance fre m the chase, steering the same 
course, also under jury-masts, in appearance a much 
larger vessel As we closed them very fast, we soon. 
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elearly saw they' were both frigates ; on their making 
us out to be a man of war^ they closed to support each 
other, fired a gun to leeward, and hoisted French en- 
signs from their main-stays ; at four o’clock we were 
within gun-shot of them, they separated, the frigate 
nearest to us put before the wind, the other steered 
with it on her larboard quarter. By half-past four 
©'clock we got within musket shot of the smallest fri- 
gate, gave her one of the main-deck^guns; when, after 
a few minutes hesitation, she hauled down h°r colors, 

' and hove to. ^ 

“ On my hailirfg this frigate, l am sorry to tell you, 
SHVtbaM was informed b}'them shawas his Majesty's 
ship Cleopatra, of 32 guns, lately commanded by Sir 
Jiobert Laurie, bart. She was taken on Sunday the 17tb* 
of February, after having been brought to and sustained* 
a most severe and gallant action for the space of three - 
, hours and a quarter, by a French frigate nearly dou- 
ble her force, in - size, , in complement of men, and 
weight of metal. 

^Observing that the part of the crew left on bourclher 
belonging to his Majesty’s ship Cleopatra, had come 
on deck* and taken possession of heron the ship strid- 
ing to tvs, I hailed, ordered them to make sail, and - 
steer after his Majesty’s ship Leander. Again made 
sail in chase, and in about an hour’s time got along- 
side the French frigate;- she hauled down her colors, . 
and struck to us- without a gun being fired oh either 
side. 

“ On hailing the French frigate, you, Sir, may easily 
judge how happy I must have felt, on hearing I was - 
answered by my friend Sir Fobert Lawrie, T who told 
me he was well, and that the ship was la Ville de 
* 3 - 
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Milan, nineteen days from the Island of Martinique* 
bound to France* 

“ La Ville de Milan, is a^remarkably fine and hand? 
some frigate* about one year old, 1200 tons burden* 
mounting fourteen long nine-pounders on her quarter?- 
deck, six long nine- pounders on the forecastle, fifteen^ 
ports of] a side on the main-deck : when she sailed 
bom France, had twenty -eight eighteen -pounders 
mounted on it — now twenty-six ; two were landed- 
bom her at Martinique. - 

“ When the action commenced between La Ville dfr 
Milan and iiis Majesty's ship Cleopatra, she was com- 
manded by Mons. Reynaud, Capitaine de Vaisseau* 
had on board Sf)0 men as her complement, besides a 
number of officers and soldiers of the French army* 
going passengers to Europe*. 

“ The officers of La Ville de Milan agree in saying* 
that having dispatches 'on board for France, with or- 
ders not to speak any thing during their passage, every 
thing was done in their power to avoid being brought 
to action by the Cleopatra and they cannot forbear 
acknowledging that, had not the Cleopatra unfortunate- 
ly forged a-head of La Ville de Milan, in the latter 
part of the action, La Ville de Milan must have sur- 
rendered to the Cleopatra. , 

u Mons. Reynaud was killed by the last shot fired 
from the Cleopatra;, he was esteemed an experienced 
and active officer, and had served in the late King of 
France’s service as an auxiliary officer. He sailed iiv 
La Ville de Milan from TOrient, the 1st of last August* 
as commodore of six of their largest frigates, witli 
troops embarked on board them, to be landed on the 
Island of Martinique after having performed this sei> 
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■vice, he was ordered, as the French officers express it, 
to make a sweep through the Islands* 

“ Mons. Guillet, Capitaine de Frigate, and second 
captain of La Ville de Milan, commanded when she 
struck to us ; and* Mons. Carron, her second lieute- 
nant, had the command of the Cleopatra. 

u . I t is Hot possible for officers to speak in stronger 
terms than the French officers do in the praise of Sir 
Robert Lawrie's perseverance in so long a chase, ex- 
cept it is in the praise they bestow on him, his officers,, 
seamed, and marines,, for their gallant conduct during, 
so long, a ud severe an action. 

“ It is a very painful part of my duty to be obliged 
to inform you, Sir, that your eldest son, who was doing 
duty as an acting lieutenant, is included among the 
number badly wounded- on board the Cleopatra. Sir 
Robert Lawrie speaks in the highest terms of his con- 
duct, and, indeed of that of all the officers, seamen, and 
marines, of his Majesty’s ship Cleopatra.. 

“ Sir Robert has, at my request, been so kind as to 
take charge of the Cleopatra, till she arrives in port.- 
1 have given Mr. Nairne, first lieutenant of his Majes- 
ty’s ship Leander, charge of La Ville de Milan. 

“The alacrity of the officers, seamen and marines, of 
his Majesty's ship under my command during the 
chase, and their steadiness in going down to attack the 
two frigates, who had closed*, in appearance with a de- 
termination to make a formidable resistance, con- 
vinced me, Sir, that had they waited JLo make^thdre*: 
'sistance they seemed disposed to do, the Leander would 
not have sullied, her good name.” 

Outlie 1 3th of June, the Cambrian, Captain Be- 
sesford, discovered a sail* The boats were immedi- 
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dhitely manned under the direction of Lieutenant Pi- 
got* who proceeding himself in the launch with the ut- 
most gallantry boarded and took the Spanish privateer 
schooner Maria, of 14 guns and 60 men. The barge 
instantly followed, and the vessel was carried, notwith- 
standing every resistance was made by her crew, fu 
this business two of the Cambrian’s men ivere killed 
and two w r ounded. The same ship captured on the 
3d ofJ^uly, the French privateer schooner Matilda, af- 
ter a chase of twenty-two hoursi She mounted 20 
guns, carried 95 men, and had taken the English let- 
ter of marque, the Clyde, bound to Livprpool. She 
surrendered in very shoal water, and but for the exer- 
tions of Lieutenant Pigot with one of the boats,, every 
soul in her would have been lost. The cotbmand of 
this vessel wa$ given to the brave lieutenant who had 
taken her ; and Captain Beresford having received in 
formation that there were two Spanish ships and 'a 
schooner in the river St. Mary's, sent him thither in 
the prize to bring them away. lie gdt' off the harbor 
on the 6'thvand on tlie 7 th proceeded Avith the schooner 
miles up a narrow river, through a continual fire 
of the militia and riflemen, until he got within shot of. 
a ship, brig, and schooner, lashed in .a- line across the * 
river, lie engaged them for an hour; the schooner 
^grounded ; on which, he bad recourse to his boats j 
and; after* an obstinate resistance, carried the ship 
wkb her guns, obliged the men to quit the brig and. 
schooner^ and took possession of all. He then turned: 
iris fire on the militia, about 100 in number, with a ✓ 
field-piece, ar.d completely routed them. In this dat- 
ing enterprize, Lieutenant pigot received two wounds 
in the head by musket balls, and oue in the leg* . 

4 . 
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Lieutenant Alasterman, of the marines, who most ably 
seconded all Mr. Pigot’s views, escaped unhurt* -to the 
wonder of all, though his cloaths were shot through and 
through. This very gallant conduct was observed by 
some hundreds of Americans, from the opposite side 
of the river, who expressed their astonishment. Mr* 
Pigot never quitted the deek for nearly three weeks, ex- 
cept to get his wounds dressed, which inspired the rest* 
the wind was adverse for that tune ; and the enemy 
never attempted to attack him. The ship proved to 
be the Golden Grove, and the brig the Ceres of Lon- 
don, taken by the schooner, a Spanish privateer, of 
six guns, -and 70 men, two months before. Tire ene- 
my had armed -the ship with eight six-pounders, six 
swivels, and 50 men * the brig was defended by swivels 
andsmall arms. 

In this gallant adventure one English seaman and 
one marine were killed, and i4 persons were wounded, 
including Lieutenant Pigot, Mr. Lawson, master’s, 
mate and Mr. Mitchell, ' midshipman, the youngest 
son, of the brave admiral of that name. On the part 
of the Spaniards there were 30 killed and 22 wounded. 

In the West Indies numerous instances of the gal- 
lantry characteristic of British seamen, were dis- 
played in actions between single ships On the 8th 
of February, Captain Betteswortb, of the brig Curieux, 
of lb guns, being about 20 leagues westward ofBar- 
badoes, perceived a largo brig on his lee-bow.. She 
immediately bore up, and made all sail away; btit 
after a chase of twelve hours, during which, she tried 
every point of Sailing to escape, the Curieux arrived 
within point-blank shot ; on which she took in her 
studdipg sails, brought to ou the starboard tack, hoisted 
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French colors, and commenced a very brisk and hea- 
vy fire of great guns and small arms. The Curieux 
being now withi if pistol shot, ranged nndt?r the enemy's- 
weather quarter, and discharged her great guns. The 
action continued with great obstinacy, on both sides 
for about 40 minutes, when the enemy getting on Cap- 
tain BetteswortVs weather-quarter, he conceived, from 
their having in a great measure left their guns,, and 
giving three cheers, that they intended to board. His 
spirited antagonist was then steering for his leeward 
-quarter, when he put his helm to starboard and caught 
her jib-boom, between the after fore shroud and fore- 
mast of the Curieux. In this situation she remained 
till her decks were completely cleared ; when, at the 
moment the British seamen were going to take posses- 
sion the vessels parted and the fore-top-mast of the 
enemy tfent overboard. They however continued for 
a short time to fire with musketry and then hauled 
down their colors. The prize proved to be La Dame 
Emouf of 1 6 long French sixes and 120 men, a very 
fast sailer, coppered and remarkably well found; but 
though she carried the same number of guns, and of the v 
same calibre as the Curieux, she was not so large as tha t 
vessel* The loss of the enemy who refused to strike 
while there was a man on his decks was 30 killed and 41 
wounded. The Curieux had five killed and four, includ- 
ing the captain, wounded. Among the former was Mr. 
Maddocks, the purser, who, as the first lieutenant w$s 
left behind, ou.leave, from the -hurry of sailing, volun- 
teered bis services and was killed gallantly fighting at the 
head of the small-armed men. “ I cannot help stating, 
Says his captain, as a tribute to the memory of so wor- 
tby a young man, that in. him the service has lost. a. 
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good officer, and every body that knew him, a valuable 
friend and companion.” — In transmitting to the Ad- 
miralty the account of this obstinate action, 'Sir Sa- 
muel Hood, the commander 4n~chief at the Leeward 
Islands, bears this testimony to the merits of the braVe 
captain of the Cur ieux. “Indeed, I want words to 
express the gallantry and spirit of this officer, who so 
lately received three wounds in capturing the sloop he 
now commands, and has again a severe wound by a 
musket-ball in the head ; and I trust will* merit the 
notice of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 
as an emulative and promising officer, that has gained 
every step by his zeal and courage.” 

The very gallant defence of the Windsor Castle 
packet commanded by Captain Sutton, on her passage 
from Falmouth to Barbadoes, where she arrived about 
the middle of|M arch is worthy of nbtice. She fell in, 
■to windward of the Island, with a large French priva- 
teer brig, carrying 20 guns, twelve and nine-pounders, 
and 1?5 men. She came down under the lee-bow of 
the Windsor Castle, when she tacked ship, with Spa- 
nish colors flying, but soon after hoisted French, and 
fired a broadside. The packet continued her course, 
making use of her small arms only, as she could not bring 
any of her great guns to bear on the privateer. She theti 
ranged up close under the Windsor Castle’s quarter, 
and twice attempted to board, but was repulsed * with 
the loss of several of her crew. At length the packet 
had the good, fortune to get two of her guns, with 
round and cannister, to bear on the brig, and -carried 
away her bowsprit and main-top-mast, when she 
dropped astern, to repair her damage, which must 
have been, great. The defence, of the packet which 
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maintained a running fight of four hours, reflects the 
highest honor on Captain Sutton and her brave crew. 
Give of her men was killed and three passengers and 
six seamen \<ere wounded. The rnei chants of Barba- 
does voted Captain Sutton a piece of plate of the va- 
lue of 150 guineas for the preservation of the mails 
committed to his charge. 

On the 3d of April, the Bacchante of 20 guns, com- 
manded by Captain Dashwood, captured off the Ha- 
vannah, his Catholic Majesty’s schooner la Elizabeth, 
of ten guns and forty-seven men, commanded by Don 
Josef' Fer Fexeyron — She was charged with dispatches 
from the governor of Pensacola which were thrown 
overboard previous to her surrender. Having receiv- 
ed information that there were three French privateers 
in the harbor of Mariel (a small convenient port, a 
little to the westward of the Havanuah) which had 
annoyed most considerably, the British trade passing 
through the Gu'ph, Captain Dashwood determined, 
if possible, to rout this band of pirates, which plundered 
and ill treated the crew of every vessel they met with, 
particularly the Americans. Lieutenants Oliver and 
and Campbell having,* in a most handsome maimer, 
volunteered their services on this hazardous occasion, 
they were dispatched on the evening of the 5th, in 
two boats. As it was absolutely necessary to gain 
possession of a round tower near forty feet high, on the 
top of which were planted three long twenty-four 
pounders, with loop holes round its circumference for 
musketry’, and manned with a captain and thirty sol- 
diers, Captain Dashwood gave directions to attack and 
carry the fort previous to their entering the harbor, sex' 
As to enable them to secure a safe retreat. Lieutenant 
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Oliver, the senior officer, being in the headmost boat, 
finding himself discovered, and that not a moment was 
to be lost at such, a critical period, most nobly advanc- 
ed without waiting for his friend, landed in the face, and 
in opposition to a most tremendous fire, without conde- 
scending to return the salutation, mounted the fort by 
a ladder, which he had previously provided, and fair- 
ly carried it by a coup-de-main with thirteen men 
leaving a midshipman, with three others, to guard the 
' boat, with an accident to only one brave man (George 
Allison) wounded, who was unfortunately shot through 
the body before the boat touched the ground. The 
miemy had two killed and three wounded.— -Lieutenant 
Oliver, leaving Serjeant Denslaw, of tlie marines, with 
six men to guard the fort, and having been rejoined by 
Lieutenant Campbell, dashed on to attack the priva- 
" teers, but to their great mortification, these gallant 
. officers found that they had sailed the day previous on 
a cruize ; they \yere therefore obliged to be contented 
with taking possession of two schooners, laden with 
sugar which they most gallantly brought- away from 
alongside a wharf, in spite of repeated discharges of 
mqsketry from the troops and militia which poured 
down in numbers from the surrounding country.— 
“ I shobld not,” says Captain Qashwood, in his f narra- 
tive of this affair, “ have been thus particular in re- 
counting a circumstance, which was not attended with 
ultimate success, were it not to mark my admiration* 
of the noble conduct of Lieutenant Oliver in so gallant- 
ly attacking aud carrrying a fort which, with the men 
it contained, ought to have maintained its position 
against fifty' times the number that were opposed : 
but nothing could withstand the prompt and manly 
vol. v. ' , o 


Digitized by Google 



14ft BRITISH TIfIDENT; 

steps taken by that officer, and his gallant crew on this 
occasion/* 

The Chesterfield packet. Captain Blight, which left 
Falmouth on the 1 4th of June, for Jamaica, had ar- 
rived off the east end of that island, from which, on the 
morning of the 2 1st of July, she was not more than 
three leagues distant, when she fell in with a strange 
ship, that soon hoisted Spanish colors, and approached 
near enough to gall her considerably with her two long 
twelve-pounders. The boarding nets of the Chester- 
field were immediately got up, two of her four pounders 
were placed aft, and -the crew were alt in high spirits 
for a brush at the Dons, though their decks swarmed 
with men. The stern-chasers did great execution and 
the Chesterfield maintained a running fight till one 
P. M. when the little wind there was died away and 
she was quite becalmed. The enemy now took ad- 
vantage of their long sweeps, and coming alongside, 
made three very vigorous efforts to board, but were 
, as often repulsed with great slaughter ; and their cap- 
tain was wounded in several places. They now dropped 
astern and raked the Chesterfield dreadfully. Captain 
Blight', however* continued the conflict with the ut- 
most obstinacy till he was himself badly wounded and 
his mate mortally; his ammunition expended, even 
that for the small arms, his rigging, masts and yards 
cut to pieces. In this situation he found himself com- 
pelled to strike but in this some difficulty occurred as 
the colors had been tacked above the mizen-top by 
one of the passengers, who behaved, during the action, 
with the coolest and most determined intrepidity. One 
of them, Mr. Thomson, ft student, of Christ Church 
College, who never quitted the deck during the whole 
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contest, was severely wounded in the act of carrying 
the mate to the hatchway. 

An action, not surpassed by any that has occurred 
during the present war/ was fought by Captain Zacha* 
ry Madge/ in the Blanche frigate of 36 guns.—- At 
eight in the morning of the 19th of July, being in lat. 
20 deg. 20 min. north,® long. 66 deg. 44 min. west* the 
Blanche fell in with a division of the enfcroy consisting 
•f the following ships : 

La Topaze of. . . 44 guns 4 10 men. 

Le Lepartementdes Landes 22 guns 236 men* 

LaTorche .............. 18guns 213 men. 

Le Faune ... 1 6 guns 123 men, ' 

These Vessels were at first discovered under easy 
sail from the weather-cat-head of the Blanche, which 
had only 2 1 5 men, 30 of her complement being in 
prizes, and eight left in board one of the frigates at Ja* 
maica. Captain Mudge kept to the wind till he was - 
near enough to distinguish colors and then made the 
necessary signals tp ascertain whether they were ene- 
mies. At ten, when a- breast, about three mile6 dis- 
tant, they all bore up, and hoisted English ensigns j but 
from the make of the Union, and color of the bunting, 
with other circumstances, he concluded they were 
French, and therefore determined to sell the ship ag 
dearly as possible, (for sailing was out of the question, 
the Blanche having little or no copper on, the last 
nine months, aud sailed very heavy). Having brought 
to, with the main-sails in the brails, at eteven the com- 
modore ranged up within two cables length, shifted his 
colors and fired a broadside, which was returned by 
the Blanche. WbecLwitbin pistol-shot, the action be- 
o 2. 
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came warm and steady, the ships never without hail of 
each oth§r, running large, under easy sail, Le Depart- 
ment des Landes on the starboard quarter, and the two 
corvettes close a-stcrn.' At 45 minutes past eleven the' 
Blanche became ungovernable, and was reduced to a* 
perfect wreck ; the sails totally destroyed, ten shot in- 
the fore-mast (expecting to fall every minute) the 
xnain-mast and rigging cut to pieces, seven guns dist 
mounted, and the crew reduced to lgO, and the rest 
falling fast, with no probability of escape, lu this si- 
tuation, Captain Mudge, called a cquncil of officers 
for il.eir opinion, who deemed it only sacrificing the 
lives of the remainder of as brave a crew as ever 
fought, to hold out longer, as there was not the smal- 
lest prospec t of success ; he therefore, at twelve, order- 
ed the’ colors to be struck, and was immediately hur- 
ried on board the commodore. At six the officers who 
had charge of the Blanche, returned, and reported the 
ship to be sinking fast, on which she was fired ; and in 
about an hour after, she sunk, for the magazine had 
been some time under water. Thus fell the Blanche, 
“ but/' as her brave captain emphatically observes, 
u thank God, she was net destined to bear French co- 
lors, or to assist the fleet of the enemy." — Consider- 
ing the obstinate defence of the brave crew of the 
Blanche against a very superior force, her loss was but 
small, being 8 men killed and 15 wounded. In the* 
number of hands on board at the commencement of 
the action, were included 1 1 boys, and J4 men were* 
©n the sick list. Two of the F rench shipa which assist- 
ed in the capture of the Blanche/ fell, not long after- 
wards, as we have seen, into the hands of the British* 
cruizcrs.—^— Captain Mudge, on his return, to Lug- 
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lknd, was tried, according to custom, for the loss of 
of his ship, and of course honorably acquitted. On 
his sword being presented to him, the president made 
the following speech : — < — 

“ I feel the greatest satisfaction and pleasure in the 
discharge of this part of my duty, having to convey to 
you the just sentiments which the members of thi*- 
court entertain of your very able and gallant conduct 
in the defence made by you of hjs Majesty's late ship- 
Blanche, against a very superior force of tho enemy's 
ships ; and likewise of the spirited support afforded 
you by the officers of every description, as well as the. 
seamen and royal’ marines under your command, in . 
the discharge of their duty: and which reflects upon., 
you and them, on that occasion, the highest degree oil 
merit and approbation* 

" JOHN SUTTON, 

" President of the Court MartiaL" 

“ Salvador* del Mimdo, Plymouth^ 

“l 4th October , 1 805.” 

We have already adverted, at the commencement" 
of this' volume, to the capture of the Diamond Rock- 
The particulars of that event, so highly honorable to^ 
the gaHant Captain Maurice and his brave little gar- 
rison of about 100 seamen, are deserving of a more 
circumstantial .Statement - This cannot be done better 
than by inserting the official letters- transmitted by thajU 
officer. to Lord Nelson and Admiral Cochrane.. 

" Barbados, JmU Gtb 1 805. - 

W MT. iOR^' 

* “ It is with the greatest sorrow I have to inform % 
you of the loss of the Diamond Rock, ~ under my com*- 

° 3 
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mand, which was obliged to surrender, on- the 2d ins t. • 
after three days attack from a squadron of two sail of 
the line, one frigate, one brig, a schooner, eleven gun- 
boats, and from the nearest calculation 1 500 troop**. 
The want of ammunition and water was the sole occa- 
sion r of its unfortunate loss. Although I shall never 
cease to regret the accident, yet it is some consolation* 
to think so many valuable lives are saved to his Ma- 
jesty's service, having only two killed- and one wound- 
ed, The enemy, from the nearest account I have been 
able to obtain, lost on shore 30 killed and wounded, 
independent of the ships and boats : they also lost* 
three gun-boats- and two rowing-boats. Allow me to 
speak in the highest terms of the officers- and men un- 
der my command; and 1 trust when the court- martial* 
shall have taken place, that their hardships, fatigue, 
and gallantry will merit your lordship's approba- 
tion, having been days under arms, and some oft 
them obliged to drink their own water. I beg leave 
to enclose the articles of capitulation. 

U 1 have the honor to remain, &*. &c. 

“ J. W. MAURICE." 
“Rfr Hon . Lord Viscount Nelson, fyc.” 

ARTICLES OF CAPfTULATWX. 

I. That the garrison with all its works shall be de- 
ivered up entire. 

II. That the garrison shall be allowed to march 
with their arms to the Queen's Battery, with' druhis 
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beating and colors flying and there lay down their 
arms. ' 

Iir. ‘That all private property shall be secured to 
. the officers and men. 

IV. That the garrison shall be sent to Barbadoes at 
the expence of the 1 French nation; but not to serve 
till regularly exchanged. 

V. That the garrison is capable of bolding out a few 
days longer, and two hours given for an answer, when 
hostilities will be recommenced. 


French Squadron that 'attacked the Rock . 

PI u ton. ... 71 Berwick..... 74 

Sirene. .. 40 Argus brig - 16' 

La Fine schooner, 1 8 swivels, and eleven gurn* boats 
' each counting three pieces of cannon- 

i 

* “ Barbadoes June 19, 1 805. 

“ In my letter of the 6th inst. to the Right Honorable 
Lord Viscount Nelson, stating Uie unfortunate loss of 
the Diamond Rock, under my command, and from’ 
the vessel sailing directly on my arrival here, I was 
unable to state to his lordship the particulars of the 
s action. I therefore beg leave to enclose the narrative 
for your information. 

u Thave the honor to remain, &c: 

“ J. W. MAURICE." 

a To Beat -Admiral Cochrane ” 
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• “ Barbadoer, June 1 9 , 1805. 

“Sir, 

“ In my letter of the 14th of May, to Sir Francis 
l>aforey, I informed him of the arrival of the enemy's 
combined squadron off the Rock, and of our having had' . 
one hour’s partial action with them as they passed it y 
their force consisting of lS sail of the line, eight fri- 
gates, three Brigs, (one armed en flute) and his Ma- 
jesty’s late sloop Cyane. 

On the l6th of May, at half past seven in the morn- 
ing, saw 'a large ship roufiding Point Saline, and from 
her appearance 1 plainly saw she was a ship of the line, 
and from the cut of her sails an enemy. At eight she 
hoisted a Spanish ensign and pendant; I immediately 
ordered French colors- to be hoisted as a decoy, which 
folly answered my wishes, for at twenty minutes before • 
nine she had got under the lee of the Rock, at the dis-^ 
tance of three-quarters of a mile, when 1 shifted the 
colors and opened a well-directed fire of round and 
grape from Fort Diamond ; the first shot striking* 
her under the fore channels, she directly put her helm- 
up, and, in the act of wearing, returned one feeble 
shot. From the little wind, she did not get out of the 
range of shot until nine, but continued running before 
the wind until twelve. At two an enemy’s bng stood 
out of Port Royal, and beat to windward of the Rock, 
where she continued to cruize.* I was now fully satis-* 
fied, in my own* mind, of the intention of the enemy . 
to attack the Rock. From the 16‘tb to the 29th, the 
Rock was completely blockaded by' frigates, brigs, 
'schooners, and small boats* sloop rigged, which pTe-* 
vented any supplies from being thrown in to me; for 
on the 25tb, a, sloop from $t. Lucia? with my second 
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lieutenant, who had carried^ dispatches to Barbadoes, 
and the purser, who had gone over to complete the 
provisions to four months, were taken under my guns, 
endeavoring to throw in some, barrels of powder, al- 
though we covered her With a spirited fire from* Fort 
Diamond, Centaur’s Battery, and Maurice's Battery; 
On the 29th, at half past five in the evening, two 
ships of the line, one frigate, and a schooner, - with l f 
gun- boats in tow, stood out from Port Royal all under 
sail. 1 had now not the smallest doubt thut the squa- 
dron was intended for the attack of the Diamond* 
The Rook was put into the best possible state of de- 
fence, as. far as little ammunition and water would 
allow; but I was determined to- defend it while I had 
any remaining. On the 30th, at sun-rise, the enemy's 
squadron had fallen far to leeward; but the wind un- 
fortunately veering very much to the southward (in- 
deed farther than I had known it for some months) en- 
abled them to flitch as high as St. Ann’s Bay, where 
they continued under easy sail for the night. On the 
niorning of the 31st, at sun-rise they were still undeh 
easy sail', far to windward; but from the number of 
tfieir signals, and having cast off their boats, 1 was 
convinced the attack would be made soon. At seven 
the e$emy bore up in a line for the Rock, the gun- 
boats, &c. keeping with them, crowded with troops. 
Seeing the impossibility of defending the lower works 
against such a force, and the certainty of our being 
prevented from gaining the heights without considera- 
ble loss, and which could not be defended any time 
without U6, with the greatest reluctance I ordered the 
' whole above thelfirst lodgment, having a man at each 
gun to give the enemy their discharge, which, they, did* 
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and joined me over the North Garden Pass, excepting 
the cook, who was made a prisoner. What powder 
was left below we drowned, and cut away the launch, 
that she might not be serviceable to the enemy. At 
ten minutes before eight we had every person up, and 
the ladders secured, when the Berwick opened her 
fire within pistol shot, and at eight the whole of ther 
enemy's squadron of ships and gun- boats were in ac* 
tioo> which was returned by Hood’s Battery, and Fort 
Diamond ; the whole of the troops in the boats keep* 
iag up a heavy fire of musketry. . It was a fortunate 
circumstance we quitted the lower works when we did> 
as our own stones, hove down by the enemy’? shot, 
would have killed and wounded the whole of us, I 
was now busily employed iu placing the people on the 
different lodgments, with small arms, to harass the 
enemy as they landed, and cover themselves. I an* 
happy to say that the execution done was considerable* 
for the fire of our men was so galling, that the seameik 
left their boats, excepting three men in each, who were 
shot dead, and three of the gun-boats went adrift * 
two of them went on shore at Martinique, and were 
beat to pieces, and the other went to sea. The whole 
of the enemy’s squadron were constantly employed 
during this day in bombarding the Rock, as they could 
fetch in to windward of it. ' At night the whole of the 
men were posted on different lodgements, to harass 
the enemy, as they threw in reinforcements : on the , 
1st the enemy’s squadron employed constantly bom- 
barding the Rock, the fire from the troops much more 
spirited: on the 2d the enemy’s squadron bombarding 
as before, who had been reinforced with another brig,, 
hut the fire from the troops this day very severe,. a& 
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they had during the night got under the rock9 in the 
surf, and were covered by the over-hanging rocks, and 
as our mqn appeared fired up. At four m the after* 

> noon, on examining into our ammunition, 1 found we 
had but little powder left, and not, a sufficient quantity 
of ball-cartridges to last until dark, and being firmly o# 
opinion the enemy meant to endeavor to carry the 
heights by assault that night, I thought it a duty 1 
owed to those brave fellows who had so gallantly sup-* 
ported me during three days and two nights constant 
battle, to offer terms of capitulation ; and having con- 
sulted my first lieutenant, who was of tbe> same opi- 
nion, at half past four, the unhappiest moment of my * 
life, I threw out a flag of truce, which returned at five, 
with honorable terms for the garrison, and_ the next 
-morning we embarked on board the Pluton and Ber- 
wick, and on the fourth we were sent to Barbadoes in 
a cartel, agreeably to the articles, except fourteen 
men, whom they forcibly detained unknown to me, 
getting men to swear they were French. I have writ- 
ten to Captain Rempt, agent for prisoners of war, stat- 
ing the business, as well as their endeavoring to entice 
the whole of my crew to enter into their service, but, 
thank God ! I trust no Englishman, let him be ever so 
bad, is base enough to do it. I beg leave to recom- 
mend in the strongest terms, the able and gallant sup- 
port I received from my first lieutenant, Mr. Robert 
Adams Wadham, and whose services at different times 
in carrying dispatches to Barbadoes, relating to the 
enemy, merit my warmest acknowledgments. I am 
also much indebted to Lieutenant Watson, of the ma- 
rines, for his active and able support. Those, Sir, 
were the only officers I had, but I needed not more. 
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for tjie conduct of, tbe whole* of my people was so ac- 
tive, orderly, saqd gallant, that I si will always j-eflect 
on it with pleasure to the latent day of my life. In- 
deed, when you observe that we had only two killed 
and one wounded, you will perceive, that had not my 
orders been put in execution with the greatest prompt* 
ness, and attention, we mu6t have met with great loss, 
an<j, had I let loose itheir valor, I should have lost half 
my men. Their fatigue and hardships are beyond de- 
scription, having only a pint of water during 2 4* hours, 
under a vertical sun, and not a moment’s rest day or 
night ; and several of them fainted for want of water, 
and were obliged to drink their own water. A schooner 
v had broiigbt out sixty scaling ladders, to attempt us that 
nfgkt under cover of the ships, and four more ships of 
the line were to have come against us the next day. 
Indeed the whole of the combined squadron’s launches 
were employed on the' service, and not jess than three 
thousand men. The captain of the Sirene frigate was 
wounded through the knee. My only consolation is, 
that although I unfortunately lost the Rock, I trust 
its defence was honorable, and hope it will merit your 
approbation. 

“ I have the honor to remain, * 

, . “ Y«ur most humble and obedient servant, 

• “ J. W. MAURICE/’ 

At a Court-Martial assembled on board his Majes- 
ty’ ship Circe, atr Carlisle Ray, Barbadoes, the '24-th 
June 1 S05, for the trial of James Wilkes l\Iaurice, Esq. 
Commander, tbe officers and crew of his Majesty’s late 
sloop Diamond Rock, taken by a squadron of the ene- 
my’s ships on the 2d instant. 

3 ' 
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present. 

# v Captains, 

Jonas Rose, President . 

George Tobin, William Champion, 

. R. Henderson, Joseph Nourse* 

The court being duly sworn according to act of pan* 
liament, in pursuance of an order from the Hon. Rear* 
admiral Cochrane, comftianding his Majesty'^ ships 
and vessels at Barbadoes* the Leeward Islands, &c. 
icc. Sec, dated the 23d June, 1803, directed to Jonas 
Rose, Esq. Captain of his Majesty's ship Circe, and 
senior officer of bis Majesty’s ships and vessels at Bar- 
badoes, which being read before the members and 
judge-advocate then in open court, and before they 
proceeded to trial, the letter from Janies W. Maurice, 
Esq* was read, and after having heard what the said 
James Wilkes Maurice Esq. commander, the officers, 
pnd company of tbelate sloop Diamond Rock had to 
offer in their defence, the court is of opinion that Cap- 
tain J. W. Maurice, the officers and company of his 
Majesty’s late sloop Diamond Rock, did every thing 
in their power to the very last, in the defence of the 
Rock, and against a most superior forCe; an<| Captain 
James W. Maurice behaved with firm and determined - 
resolution, and did not surrender the Diamond until 
he was unable to make further defence for want of 
water and ammunition ; the court do therefore honp- 
rably acquit Captain Maurice accordingly. 

The Court cannot dismiss Captain James W* Mau- 
rice without expressing their admiration of his con* 
duct in the whole of the occasion ; and also they ev 

VOL, V. F 
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press the highest approbation of the support given 
by the officers and men under his command; a cir- 
cumstance that does high honor to them ; does no less 
credit and honor to the discipline maintained by Cap- 
tain J. W. Maurice ; and therefore do unanimously 
and honorably acquit the said officers and ships* com- 
pany, and they are unanimously and honorably ac- 
quitted acordingty. 

(Signed) Jonas Rose. 

Wxlxi am Champion. 

George Tobin. 

Joseph Nqu&se. 

Robert Henderson* 
Thomas Hoax, 

Appointed 'Deputy J«.dge Advocate upon this occa- 
sion. 

On the return of Captain -Maurice to England he 
bras immediately appointed to the command of die 
Savage stoop. 

In consequence of.. information received by Captain 
Wright, of the' Swift sloop, while on his station at 
Honduras, that a schooner guarda costa had taken ae- 
Veral veseelstradiug to that settlement and was likely 
to do much more mischief, be resolved to detach his 
second lieutenant Mr. James Smith, wkh a party of 
men, in the Marianne schooBer, in quest of th e enetny. 
While oruteing according to the directions of Captain 
Wright, Mr. Smith was informed by tome Caxribean 
fishermen that a guarda costa was at anchor under the 
batteries of Truxillo, and that she had recently cap* 
tured and carried into that port the schooner Admiral 
Duckworth of Jamaica , with another vessel from 
Honduras* Conceiving it a duty incumbent on him to 
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prevent if possible any ferther depredations, be stated 
to his people^tbeiuforroatioo he had received, and they 
readily volunteered to make an attempt to cot her out. 
-Accordingly on the evening of the 13tb of August the 
Marianne stood over, under cover of the night, for the 
harbor, of TruxiUo, and got veil into the bay without 
being discovered, when two small boats were manned 
with si* ipeo each. Lieutenant Smith gave the charge 
of one to Mr, Walker^ boatswain, and of the other to 
Mr. Bowler midshipman, with directions to pull in 
close along shore, and ascertain whether bis informal 
tion wa$ correct ; standing in, at the same time, with 
the acboone? to cover the boats if occasion required* 
The wished 'for object was soon discovered and was 
instantly boarded with the utmost intrepidity by the 
boat's crew under Mr. Bowler, the other from pulling 
bea«yy* being unable to get up. After some resistance 
from the enemy they obtained possession of the ship, 
the captain and some of his men jumping overboard. 
The' noise occasioned by the contest alarmed the, forts, 
which opened a very heavy fire. The cables were then 
Cut and all sail made, the forts keeping up a continual 
fire tiU* the gallant captors were out of gun-shot, which 
they returned from both vessels. The prize proved to- 
be Idi C'aridad Perfecta, schooner- rigged, copper-bot* 
tomed, and pierced for 1 6 guns, but mounted only 
with 1 2, and had on board but men, the remainder 
of her complement being on shore at the time. This 
service was performed without injury to any of the 
brave men engaged in it. • 

The schooner Mozambique, of 12 guns and45 men, 
commanded by Lieutenant John Campbell, in return* 
bag from Tortola, whither she hod escorted a detach* 
f 2 
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fnent of shifts from the other islands to join a convoy, 
fell in with the famous French privateer Grande* De- 
cide, of 30 guns and 250 men. The Frenchman, con- 
fident of making this little bark his prize, dashed ahong-* 
aide, but met with such an unexpected and warm recep- 
tion, that he was obliged very soon to haul off to repair 
his damages. He began the attack a second time with 
no better success, as the gallant little crew of the Mo* 
eambique fought with redoubled courage, and so tore 
up the privateer, that she was obliged finally to sheer 
off. Our little bark, however, pursued the enemy; 
with a determination to take him by boarding, which 
* 'the height of the netting prevented. As an adieu, how- 
ever, they gave the privateer a third and complete 
mauling. 

Captain George Tobin of the Princes* Royal, had, 
on the 5 th of October, the good fortune to retake near 
Tobago, the Cyane corvette of twenty 6-pounders, two 
fours, and six 12-pound carronades, with a crew of 
i 90 men, commanded by M. Mesnard. She bad left 
Martinique a few days before in company with the 
Naiad brig, of 18 guns and 200 men, which by taking, 
a more prudent situation and her superior sailing, 
effected her escape without any apparent injury. When 
they were first discovered, Captain Tobin saw no chance 
of overtaking them by an avowed pursuit ; he there* 
fore disguised the Princess/ Royal as much as pos- 
sible, which had the desired effect of bringing them 
down. Captain Mesnard defended his ship in a very 
gallant manner, but was soon obliged to strike. The 
second captain, M. Gautier, and two seamen were 
- killed ; an enseigne de vaisseau and eight seamen 
Wounded on board the Cyane. The Princess RoyeV 
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which was at the time above thirty men short of her 
complement, had her sails and rigging much cut* 
she badone man killed and six wounded, one of then* 
mortally. 

On the *Sth of October, Captain CbampUhvmtf 1 ® 1 
Jason of 52 guns, discovered a strange brig, and imme« 
diately made all sail in pursuit of her. After a chace of 
nine hours, he close hauled her, at the distance of five 
miles ; and after a partial firing of fifteen minutes com** 
pelted her to strike. She proved to be the French na~ 
tional corvette Naiad, commanded by Mens. Hanoi*, 
lieu tenant- de vaisseau, pierced for 32 guns** mounting, 
16 long twelve-pounders, with four brass two-pound* 
swivels, and had on board 170 men, one of whom-was* 
hilled in the action. She was on a two month’s cruize 
from Martinique ^ 'and had been out fifteen days witb*- 
out making a- capture. She came from Europe -iir 
March with the Toulon squadrou, was one of the 
largest brigs in. the French service, extremely wei& 
fitted and a remarkably fast sailer. 

In. the detail ofoccurrenees in the East Indies, it wilF 
be necessary to go back into tire year 1804, as the par-* 
tkulars of a remarkable encounter which took, place in* 
that quarter had not reached this country when we* 
closed the preceding volume of this work. 

On the morning of the 18th of September, Captain* 
James Lind, whom. the commande^in-cbief, Admiral- 
Rainier had appointed 4 to the command of the Centum 
rionof 50guns, in the absence, by indisposition, ofCapt. 
Rainier, was atanchordn the road of Vizagapatam, wait- 
ing till the Princess Charlotte, East Indiaman, and tho~ 
country. ship, the Barnaby, which he had been directed^ 
to convoy to Madras* had completed their cargoes, when* 
*3 - 
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three ships were perceived under the land in the south* 
west, coming down before the wind with all sail set* 
About half past nine A, M. it was seen that the 
strange ships were enemies and werfe a line-of-battle 
ship andi -two frigates. The former hoisted her colors 
a flag at the mizen-top-mast-head and was rightly con- 
jectured to be the Marengo, Admiral Li no is. The 
frigates were the Atalante and Semillanie of 3 6 guns 
each* For the information of the convoy, the signal 
of an enemy being in sight was hoisted, and soon after- 
wards one, for the convoy, as they were best able to 
put into a port in vieww This was done that the two 
ships might get close in shore for protection, or, if ne- 
cessary, run on it. The Barnaby complied with 
this signal; she ran in shore, but unfortunately after- 
wards got into the surf, and was totally lost. About 
ten," A. M, the headmost of the enemy's ships, a frigate, 
was about half a mile from the Centurion, without 
any colors flying. Several * shot were fired at her. 
About the feame time the cable was cut, and topsails 
"sheeted home, which were already ,loose for the pur- 
pose ; by these means the broadside was brought to 
bear upon the enemy, and the ship prevented from be- 
ing boarded or raked ; by this manoeuvre, likewise, 
a frigate, that was within a cable's length of the Cen- 
turion, and appeared to have an intention to board, 
got a close and well directed broadside into her : the 
action soon became general ; {he three enemy's ships 
directed their fire on the Centurion, their only dbject, 
for the Princess Charlotte Indiaman had very early 
struck her colors. The Centurion stood in-shore, the 
Marengo and one frigate on the starboard. quarter, the 
*ther frigate on the larboard ; they were all less tba* 
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|ialf a mile distant, and kept firing, which the Centum 
rion returned* Her fire was chiefly directed against 
the' Marengo. About a quarter before eleven the 
French ships stood to sea ; and immediately after this 
Captain Lind got on board, though with much difii* 
culty and danger. Hq had been on shore to expedite 
the sailing of the convoy, and was not present in this 
early part of the action, for, till now, the Centurion 
had been under the direction of Lieutenant James Ro- 
bert Philips, the first lieutenant. Captain Lind, a? 
soon as he was informed that there were t suspicious 
ships coming into the roadstead, hurried down to 
the beach, and got into a boat manned with natives; 
they proceeded some distance, ignorant of the cause 
of his hurry ; but when the firing commenced, they 
wanted to return to the shore. This he prevented but 
could not make them, either by threats or premises, put 
hjm on board during the firing. For some time the boat 
was in the line of fire; and as he would not let her 
be carried on shpre, the boatmen were with great diffi- 
culty prevented by Captain Lind From jumping over- 
board, swiiqming to the shore, and leaving him alone 
in the boat. At last q favorable opportunity offered ; 
th© boatmen embraced* it quickly, then took the boat 
to the nearest port, and ran off into the country, as 
did many of the inhabitants of the town of Vizagapa- 
tan*. On his coming on board, Captain Lind found 
the sails and rigging so very much cut as to render the 
ship not in a state to be worked, und therefore anchor- 
ed at the back of the surf, about a mile and a half to 
Jhe north-east of the town. This situation w^s the 
best he had it id his power to take, both for defence, 
and to prevent the Centurion from falling into th* 
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possession of the enemy if overpowered. — A battery* 
of three guns at tbe town, under the command of Col. 
Campbell, of* his Majesty’s 74-th regiment, had kept 
a fire on the enemy, whilst within reach in the road- 
stead* but the ship was too far distant to receive any 
support from it. Captain Lind‘ sent on shore to re^ 
quest guns might be brought nearer on the beach*, 
but this was totally impracticable- He prepared agaim 
for action ; and whilst thus employed, the enemy, in- 
the offing, .wore and stood towards the Centurions 
the Marengo, after having repeatedly tried the range 
of her guns, came to an anchor abreast of the ship; 
and about a mite distant ; clewed up her top-sails, 
furled her courses, and commenced cannonading- 
This threatening appearance of being determined to- 
persevere and to succeed, only served to animate the 
undaunted crew of the Centurion to make still greater* 
exertions for her defence with her iower-deck guns,, 
the only ones that would reach the enemy, though all 
her shot reached the English vessel. In the mean, 
time one of the frigates kept under sail on the quartef. 
©f the Centurion and nearer than the Marengo, an- 
noying her. greatly, while the other frigate carried off. 
the indiaman from the anchorage in the road. This 
cannonading had continued nearly two hours, during 
which it had been kept up with vigor on both sides,. 

* -when the Marengo cut her cable and stood to sea: 
By some of her. last shot the cable of the Centurion was- 
cut, on which she made sail, and got farther offshore, 
before she brought up with the sheet-anchor. Captain 1 
Lind supposing that the Marengo intended to make a. 
short stretch, tack, and renew the action nearer, made! 
all the necessary preparations for giving her a wanff 
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feteption ; but she stood to sea with the frigates and 
her prize, theFrincess Charlotte, and a little before 
sun-set bore up to the north-east towards the bottom! 
of the bay. In this unequal contest, in which the cooU 
ness, courage, and discipline of British seamen were 
so Conspicuously displayed, the Centurion sustained 
considerable damage in her masts, yards, and rigging. 
Fortunately very few of her brave crew suffered : one 
was killed and only nine wounded. Admiral Rainier 
in his official dispatch, says The gallant atld spirit- 
ed conduct displayed by Captain Lind, his officers and 
crew, in the defence of his-Majesty's ship Centurion, 
against so great a superiority of force,' under every ad- 
vantage on the part of the assailants, with the com* 
pleat defeat given the French admiral and squadron in 
the conclusion, merits every encomium, and I trust, will 
be honored with your lordships’ approbation. For my 
part, I do not hesitate to rank this brilliant action with 
the most famous of the defensive kind recorded in the 
annals of the British navy.” 

On the 8th of March, J 805, Captain Lambert of 
the St. Fiorepao of 36 guns, received information, 
from the chief secretary of government, that a suspi- 
cious vessel, supposed to be' the Psyche, French frigate, 
had appeared off Vizagapatam. He accordingly pro- 
ceeded in qnest of her, and on the 43th, at six A. M. 
had the satisfaction to discover three sail at anchor un- 
der the land, but they shortly afterwards weighed and 
made sail to the southward. - Captain Lambert plainly 
perceived that one was a frigate, and the other two 
appeared to be merchant ships. He continued the 
ebace till half past seven, P. M. the following day, 
when he overtook the sternmost vessel, which proved 
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to be the Thetis, country ship, prise to the French 
frigate Psyche of 36 guns and 250 men^nder the com- 
mand of Captain Bergeret,. thep arhrad at & abort dis- 
tance. Captain Lambert* finding that the enemy bad 
abandoned the Thetis* left a nhdshipiqan in charge* 
and continued the chase after the frigate* then making _ 
off under all sail. At- ten minutes past eight 1m 
brought her to close action, at the distance of half a 
cable’s length, and continued engaged till half past 
eleven, at which time* finding all his running rigging 
very much cut up, he hauled off to repair it. At mid* 
night the St. Fiorenzo again bore up to renew theeoni 
diet, but just as she was about to recommence her fire* 
an officer came on board from the Psyche tp intimate 
that Captain Bergeret had struck. During the action. 
Captain Lambert was occasionally annoyedhy the fiuo 
ofi’Equivoque privateer, of IQ guns and 40 .men. Tbif 
vessel had been the Pigeon, country ship, taken, and 
fitted out in that manner by Captain Bergeret ; and as. 
she was an excellent sailer* site effected her escap* 
during’ the night. The loss of the Fiorenzo iu this ac- 
tion was rather heavy;, 12 of her cre^. being killed 
and 36 wounded ; but compared to that of the enemy 
it was insignificant.— On board the Psyche 57 were 
"killed, including the second captain and two lieutenants*, 
and 70 wounded— Captain. Bergeret was the same 
officer that commanded La Virginia when captured 
by Sir Edward Pellew in the Indefatigable. In the 
letter enclosing an account of this affair. Admiral Rai* 
nier observes.;—" I cannot help expressing myself 
much pleased with the animated and spirited resolve 
tion taken by'Captain Lambert for renewing the aU 
tack', which wa& only prevented by victory, as at* 
tempts of that kind have been generally found to be 
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successful, evincing the superior valor ofBritish sailors, 
and exhibiting a most laudabfe example for imitation 
tb theaerviee in general. All the trading part of his 
Majesty’s subjects throughout India rejoice on the oc- 
casion of this capture, as being more apprehensive of ' 
depredations on their trade, from Captain BergeretV 
abilities and activity, than hum the whole remain-* 
itig. force of the French navy at present in these seas 
United." » 

Norwerte brilliant instances of intrepidity wanting 
among the commercial navy of Britain during this 
period. The following in particular deserve to be no- 
ticed : 

. In a letter from Captain John Scott of the ship Scar- 
borough, of London, dated Barbadoes, January 27, 
'be gives an interesting account .of the defence of that 
ship, against a French privateer of superior force. 

“ We were separated from the fleet,” says ihe, “ the 
day after we sailed from the Motberbank, the fleet be- 
ing much dispersed. The next day we fell in with his 
Majesty’s ship Swift, one of the convoy, and kept with 
her and ten more ships till the 5th of January, when 
we were all separated in a heavy gale of wind from the 
W. S#W. and afterwards joined by. the Dorset, Captain 
Newton, mid King George, Captain Cotter. We all 
agreed to keep company to Barbarities, and give each 
other mutual support. On the 26 th of January (yes* 
terday,) we fell in with a French privateer, of Id guns, 
full efmeB,j(by* the information I have received since 
asy arrival not less than two hundred,) mostly people 
of ooloe, from Guadeloupe, Which -has done a great 
dealof mischief, having captured several vessels. The 
only means I saw foi the protection of the three ships 
w ere to get some people from the Dorset and King 
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George on board the Scarborough, and bring tier t* 
actiop, which their commanders very readily com- 
plied with. 1 had seven men from the Dorset and ' 
five from the King George, who all volunteered their 
Services in a very-handsome manner. At four o'clock 
the enemy came alongside the Scarborough, open- 
ed a most tremendous fire of musketry and grape-shot, 
and attempted once to bourd, but was repulsed, and 
compelled to sheer off, with a great loss of men : I* 
may boldly affirm not less than seventy, ham sorry 
to inforni you, that my first officer, Mr. Peacock, is 
dangerously wounded, and I am almost afraid mortal- 
ly ; one of my boys shot dead, and our hull, sails, and 
figging much cut. The Scarborough, notwithstanding, 
will be ready to proceed by to-morrow. I am much 
indebted to Mr. Joseph Wilson, of the 6oth regiment, l ' 
who volunteered his service on board the Scarborough, 
and fought most gallantly. My people, behaved well# 
The action lasted for upwards of an hour. The Scar- 
borough mounts 13 guns, and bad on hom’d 27 men 
and boys, including those from the Dorset and King 
George." 

On the 2d of April, the Shannon of Workington, 
which had been taken on the 24th of March, about 65 , 
leagues to the westward of Tory by a lugger privateer 
carrying 14 guns and 150 raeb, arrived at Whitehaven. 
From the examination of the mate before two magis- 
trates of that town, it appeared that the Shannon, 
Thomas Osborn, master, belonging to Workington, 
took in a freight at Liverpool, from which port she sailed 
00 the 1 5th of February, for Baltimore, in Maryland $ 
that on the 23d of the same month, she was by stress of 
weather obliged to pat into Lodnndol, in Ireland ; 
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at which place she remained till the 23d of March, 
when she left it, and pursued her voyage ; but, on the 
54th, she fell in with, and was captured by a Dutch 
lugger privateer, from Flushing, called the Admiral 
Bruix, Captain Sieyes. Captain Osborne, and three 
of his crew, were' put on board the privateer, and the 
remainder of the crew, seven in number, were left on 
board the Shannon, unde* the prize-master and nine 
seamen, who had orders to navigate her to a port in 
Holland. Of these, eight were Dutch, and two French- 
men. The next day, the Shannon's people, which 
consisted* of the mate, five men, one of whom had a 
wooden leg, and a boy about eleven years of age, rose 
upon the ten foreigners, whom they confined in the 
Cabin., and took possession of the deck of the vessel, 
which they kept till the 29th ; when, being almost 
exhausted through want of provisions, they made a 
a proposal to the Frenchmen, that if they would quit 
the vessel, they should be accommodated with the yawl 
to carry them on shore in Donnegal Bay, Ireland, 
near to which they then were. After some parleying 
the eight Dutchmen consented to this offer, and accord-* 
ingly, as stipulated, passed singly through the cabin- 
window into the boat, and steered towards tho shore. 
The two Frenchmen remained in the Shannon, which* 
after encountering many storms, and dangers, arrived 
at Whitehaven, as has been mentioned above. The 
recovery of the^ship* under such circumstances, afforded 
a singular instance of skill, courage, aad perseverance ; 
\yhich justly entitled this little band of heroes to the 
applause of their countrymen. The Admiral Bruix,, 
previous to her capturing the Shannon, had taken, the 
Wilton Wood, Fell, of Workington*, from Liverpooo \ 
vol. y. * 
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to Boston ; also ofie Scotch brig, arid two vessels be- 
longing to Shields. 

On the first of July, the Brunswick, East Indiaman, 
sailed from Bombay for China, with three country 
ships, two of which parted company on the 4th. On 
the . 11th, the Sarah, Captain McIntosh, being the only 
.ship then in company with the Brunswick, they fell in 
with Jjp Marengo and La Belle Poule, under the corah 
maud of Admiral Linois, to whofai, after an ineffectual 
attempt at resistance, the Brunswick surrendered. 
The Sarah, being considerably to windward, made.for 
the land, closely pursued by the BeHe Poule, and soon 
afterwards ran upon the breakers with all sails set; 
she immediately hoisted a signal of distress, and, from 
the report of the captain of the frigate, must have been 
totally lost. Capttiin Grant and the officers of the 
Brunswick Were taken on board ;Le Marengo, which 
continued her cruize to the south. On the 6th of Au* 
gust, the French 'squadron fell in with an outward 
bound East India fleet, consisting of ten ships undrir 
convoy of the Blenheim of 74 guns', commanded by 
Rear-admiral Sir Thomas Troubridge. Every thing 
was immediately cleaned for action* > At half past five ^ 
P. M.dhe firing commenced and continued without 
intermission about half an hour. From the great swell 
the Blenheim Was unable to bring her latter deck guns 
to bear; the Marengo, however, found the main and 
quarter-deck guns too warm for her, Crowded, sail 
a-head, and kept hauling out to windward- till night, 
still keeping in sight of the fleet. The Brunswick'; 
which was then in company, separated from the French 
ships at the beginning of the action, and standing to 
the south was soon out of* sight. At day-light the 

* * ' 
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nftxl morning the enemy were perceived hull- down re- 
pairing their damages, and occasionally appearing to 
Wax up. for the Convoy. At six A. M. Admiral Trou- 
bridge ordered the Devonshire, Preston, and Mam* 
ington, to pass within hail of the Marengo and prepare 
foff battle, as LfoOis was at this time advancing to re*> 
connoitre.the force of the English, but having run 
about a mile and a half to leeward, the Marengo, again 
hauled her wind, the Indiamen being drawn up in line 
pf battle. The French admiral and his captains now 
held a consultation,, the result of which was that they 
thought the English force too much for them, and the 
idea of a farther attack was immediately abandoned. 
Eiopis accordingly hauled his wind and kept at the 
distance of seven or eight miles during the day. The 
Blenheim could not chase without exposing her valua- 
ble convoy to the risk of separation. At nine P. M. 
ike enemy tacked, stood to the south, and disappeared, 
doubtless nor a little disgusted at the reception he had 
jnet with from a fleet, the immense value of which he 
had alpne contemplated, without taking into the cal- 
culation' the inherent valor of British seamen, whether 
they are destined to assert the nayal renown, or to d& 
fend the- commercial property of their country. In 
this skirmish the Blenheim, Ganges, and Cumberland, 
were the only ships that suffered on tbe*pavt^ of the' 
British. The two former lost, one man each. The Ma- 
rengo had three men wounded, and the Belle Poule 
two ; both ships suffered considerably in their masts, 
yards, and sails. They bore away for the Gape of 
Good Hope, where their prize, the Brunswick, w as 
driven on shore and lost. 

Q2 
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The British trade to Portugal experienced conside- 
rable annoyance from Spanish row-boats off the coast 
of that country. On the 14th of October, off Viana, 
about 15 miles from the shore, three ships, the Jennies, 
Wallington, and Vine, of Leith, were attacked by three 
row-boats, ^ach carrying about 40 men, small arms, 
and a six-pounder. They engaged ^he Jennies two 
hours, and maintained a constant fire ; but she kept 
them off until his Majesty's sloop Scout came to her 
assistance. The Scout immediately opened a heavy 
fire, and killed several of the enemy. — In the mean 
time two otthe row-boats got onboard the Wallington ; 
but bad n6t got possession many minutes before the 
Scout, being at liberty, was nearly alongside,. which 
induced the marauders, to fly to their boats for safety, 
after plundering the ship of every thing they could 
'carry off, and wounding the captain with a knife in se- 
veral places.— the ' Jennies only carried two four- 
jpounders. Captain Mackey of the Scout bore testi- 
mony to the gallant conduct of the several captain^ 
and crews of the three merchantmen attacked, which 
be witnessed for some time before he was able to come 
up with them. Captain Brown of the Wallington, 
who suffered so severely in this encounter, gives the 
following particulars of it, in a letter to his owners, 
dated Oporto October 18th : — 

“ This will inform you of our arrival at Oporto, 
after a passage of twelve days. We had a very nar- 
row escape off the bar. There was little wind, and 
the sloop of war and convoy about three miles a-bead; 
seven boats came off, which we at first took for fishing 
craft, till they began a very heavy fire on us. We re-> 
.turned ours as fast as we could, and no doubt alarmed 
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the headmost of thetfi. I being the sternmost of the 
three ships in company, two of the boats boarded me, 
before the sloop of war got to our assistance, Und have 
plundered me of every article. 1 at last kept by the 
helm, and let the people go' below from the shot, after 
our guns c6uld do no more service. / 1 Kept my vessel 
right before the wind for the sloop of war, but before 
we could get to her, the crew of one of the Spanish 
boats got up on our main chains, and seeing me at the. 
helm, one of them ran at me with a sword, but missing 
bis aim brpke it in three pieces. He then drew his 
knife, and wounded me in the shoulder — Finding he 
intended to dispatch me, I seieed him, but in the 
struggle, he had stabbed me twice in the side; Others 
of the Spaniards, more humane, took him away, or else 
he would have completed his design. The surgeon of 
the sloop of war has dressed my wounds ; but, before 
he got to me, I had lost a deal of blood, from that F 
am very weak. 1 have received much attention from 
the merchants here. Captain Lowrie got on board 
Fong before the surgeon, and dressed my wounds : and 
was the means of stopping a great deal of the bleeding# 
There are 200 shot through our sails and topmast, se* * 
veral of our lower shrowds cut, with different shots in 
our masts. If I had had twelve-pound cairohacies on 
sliders, in place of the guns 1 have, am certain I could 
have sunk these robbers/' 

A massacre almost unparalleled even in the anaala 
of piratical barbarity was perpetrated ‘ on boaxd the 
ship Esther, by the crew of a French privateer, off 
Charleston, in America. The circumstances of -this: 
horrible transaction, as stated upon oath by tfiro sea* 
men belonging to the ill-fated vessel are these 
0 3 
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On Monday, the 28th of October, they sailed in the 
.Esther from Charleston, bound to London, in com- 
pany with the ship Ariel, Captain Payne ; Minorca 
transport, Captain Wood ; and a schooner, under con- 
voy of his Britannic Majesty’s sloop of war Petterel, 
being manned with 35 men, two of whom shipped on 
board the Peterel. They continued in the prosecution 
of their voyage without meeting with any material oc- 
currence, until Thursday following at two o’clock 
A. M. when the ship was taken aback and struck by a . 
very heavy sea under the counter, which, as they soon 
after discovered, caused her to make eighteen inches of 
water per hour. The crew immediately got the pow- 
der out of the magazine on deck, and discovered the 
leak near the stern-post. Captain Irving asked the 
carpenter whether he could stop the leak, and being 
answered that it was impossible to stop it at sea, the 
crew were called aft, and they unanimously agreed to 
steer up and speak the Commodore. At noon they 
got within hail of the Commodore,, and informed him 
Of their leaky condition ; and, taking into considera- 
tion the season of the year and the bad weather, he 
recommended that they should return to port. They 
accordingly bore away for Charleston, and joined the 
Minorca, which had borne away some time before, 
also in a very leaky condition. On the morning of ' 
the 3d, about eight o'clock they arrived off the bar, 
and a pilot was put on board of each ship, who inform- 
ed them that there was a French privateer in shore ; 
They immediately cleared the decks for action, and 
1 about nine o’clock they saw the privateer bearing 
down upon them. At ten she came within gun-shot* 
The ship Esther immediately after gave her a broad- 
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Bide, and she hauled her wind and stood off, until be- 
tween four aud: five o’clock in the afternoon ; when she 
again ran down upon the ship and received another 
'broadssde, fired one gun in return, veered round and 
again stretched off. The next morning about eight 
o’clock, she again returned, and fired one gun at the 
Esther, which was returned by a broadside, and the 
privateer sheered off .a third time. They did not come 
to action after that till the morning of the 5th at seven 
o’clock, when the privateer ran down upon them with 
an intention to board, and received the Esther’s broad- 
side. After this a severe conflict was kept up by 
both parties for about three quarters of an hour ; when 
the privateer boarded with nearly the whole of her 
crew. . The intrepid commander of the Esther conti* 
nued the fight about twenty minutes. after being board- 
ed; when, having two men killed and several wounded, 
and of consequence being much reduced in numbers, 
Mr. Lowdon, the third mate, by order of Captain 
Irving, struck the colors, and returning, was killed on 
the quarter. * After the colors were struck, the captain 
was cut down in the cabin, and mangled in the most 
inhuman manner : and the second mate was run 
through the body with a small sword. The prisoners 
being below were ordered up by Ross, the leader of 
the privateersmen, that they might be put to death; 
but on some remonstrance, he ordered, his men 
to fire down the hatchway upon them, .which they 
.accordingly did, killing the carpenter, and wounding 
two men so severely that they died of their wounds 
immediately on being removed. The privateer proved 
to be the Creole, Captain Pierre Burgman, from Bar- 
racoa, manned with 1 i i men, and mounting seven guns 
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of different calibres, upon swivels. The enemy stated 
their loss to be six killed, seven severely wounded— 
and a number missing, supposed to have t>een knocked 
overboard and drowned.' The mangled remains of the 
gallant, but unfortunate crew of the Esther, were put v 
Oh board the pilot-boat Delight, and couveyed to 
Charleston, where they failed not to call forth univer- 
sal execration against the flagitious wretch who had a 
heart to conceive, and a hand to execute such a dar- 
ing outrage against the principles of all civilised na- 
tions, which it would be supposed bad been jmi 
planted by nature in the bosom of every being that 
calls himself a man. 

Among the defensive actions that of the Admiral 
Gardner, East Indiaman, commanded by John Wool- 
more, Esq. is entitled td notice:— ^ * 

u We sailed frbm JSt. Helena," says Captain Wool* 
more, “ on the 1 5th of September, with the Lad^ 
C&stlereagb, with whom we parted on the 27 th of No- 
vember, in lat. 6. 4. N. long. 93. 25. E. and on the 
following morning, from the mast-head, saw a ship 
bearing East, which we judged to be the Lady Castle- 
reagb, and, at twenty minutes before tune, A. M. from 
the deck, saw a ship steering down upon us. I cleared 
ship for action, and made a private signal, but finding 
she did not answer It, took in all my small sails, traced 
up the boarding netting, and bove to. Thirty-five 
minutes past nine A. M. being within pistol-shot, she 
hoisted French colors, and fired a shot, which we re- 
turned with a broadside, and continued engaging un- 
til 16 mm. past eleven, A. M. when she bore up and 
made sail to the S. S. W. Her aim was to disable out ' 
mafts and rigging) wh i c h she accomplished ; our lower 


Digitized by °Qle 



• ' «R, REGISTER OF NAVAL ACTION*. 1 77 

masts, bowsprit^ and top-mast are damaged, the main- 
top-mast I have shifted here; several of the lower 
shrouds and top-mast rigging a good deal cut ; in our 
hull we received several shot, but not materially to da- 
mage us. . From the report of a Frenchman on board, 
whom 1 shipped at St. Helena, and who formerly be- 
longed to her, I learnt that she is La Jeune Adele pri- 
vateer of 32 guns. What damage she sustained is im- 
possible to say, but the enemy kept his vessel before the 
wind untH dusk, and the next morning disappeared.” 
Including the chief officer, Mr. Young, ten persons 
were wounded on board the Admiral Gardner, but no 
life was lost. 

Having now brought down our. history to the con- 
clusion of the year 1805, we shall here present our 
reader with a statement of the losses of tBe belligerent 
powers since the commencement of the war. 

FRENCH NATIONAL SHIPS 

Lost, taken, or destroyed, since the Commencement of the War, 
May 17, 1803. 

Those to which this character (*J is affixed are now in the British service . 

1803. 

L’Affronteur, (logger) of 14 guns ; taken by the Doris, S6 , 
R. H. Pearson, in cruizing off Ushant, May. \ 

*La Fran^aise, (now Franchise) pierced for 44 guns ; taken by 
the Minotaur, 7#, C. J. M. Mansfield, hi company with the- 
Thunderer, 74, W. Bedford, and Albion, 74, J. Ferrier ; Chan- 
nel station. May 28. 

*L’Ambuscade, (formerly British) of 82 guns ; retaken by the 
\ Victory, 100, Sutton, on her passage to Gibraltar, May 28. 

L’Impatiente (corvette) of 20 guns ; taken by the Naiad, S8, 
■'* J. Wallis, in lat. 45 deg. 50 min. N, long. 4 deg. 40 
' * Alay 29. 
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L’lnabordable (schooner) and Le Commode (brig) o( fop* g ns# 
each ; driven on shore by the Immortality 36 { E. W. C, R, Owei), 
in company with the Jalouse and Cruizer sloops ; and taken pos- 
session of by tjie boats, under a heavy fire from the batteries, &c. 
ea the east side of Cape Blanc Nez, June 14. 

L Arabe, (brig) of eight guns; taken by the Maidsione, 3 
R, H. Moulpray, aea» ibe Western Islands, June 14, 

La Betsy, (brig) of four guns, (pierced for six) ; taken apd 
destroyed by the Russel, 74, R. Williams, off Ushapt, June 3. 

•La Colombe, (corvette) pierced for J6 guns ; taken by the 
Dragon; 74, J. Aylmer, in company with the Endymion, 44, 
Hon. C. Paget, off Usbant, June 18. 

La Venteux, (brig) of ^0, guns; boarded and taken by two 
boats qf La Loire, 46, F. L. Maitland/ conducted by Lieutenant 
F. Temple, closa under the batteries of the Isle de Bas, ip the 
night of June 27. 

*La Bacchante, of 18 guns, (pierced for 22) ; taken by the Eh- 
dyrnion, 44 Hon. C. Paget, in lat. *7 deg. 12 min. N. long. 2G 
& &• W. June 2% 

La Legere, (schooner) of two guns, (armed with 14 swivels, i^e.) 
taken by the Alarm privateer, D. de Putron, Channel, June 28. 

La Mignonne, (corvette) of 1 6 guns, (pierced for 18) ; taken by 
the Goliath, 74, C, Brisbane, detached from the squadron under 
Commodore Bayntun, near the W. end of St. Domingo, June 28. 

Le Dart, (brig) of lour guns ; taken by the Apollo, 3b, J.W.T. 
Dixon, Bay of Biscay, June 29. 

* La Providence, (schooner, 200-tons burthen) of two guns, la- 
den with heavy cannon and timber ; taken by the boats of the 
Jtfaiad, Js. Wallis, at the entrance of Brest harbor, July 4. 

La Creole, of 44 guns, with i>30 soldiers ; taken by Commodate 
Bayntun’s squadron, near St. Domingo, July %. 

*La Supeneure, (Schooner) of 18 guns; taken by the Yajp- 
^uard, 74 , James Walker, Jamaica station, July 2. 

I/Aiguilie, (brig) of eight guns; taken by the Bcllerophoit, 
^4, J. Loring, Jamaica station, July. ' 

♦La Vigilante, (brig) of 16 guns ; taken- by the Hercule, 74^ 
Jamaica station, July, (pow Suffisante) 

■ •L’Alcion, (brig) of 16 guns; takeh by the Narcissus, 36$ Hi 
Donelly, near Sardinia, July 9. * 
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Le Lodi, (brig) of 20 guns; taken fit anchor, in Lebgatie 
Hoads, St. Domingo, by the Racoon, (brig) 18, A. Bissell, after a 
severe engagement of 40 minutes, Jul^y 11, 

*Le Poisson Volant, '(schooner, now Flying Fish) of 12 guns; 
taken by the squadrtn off St. Domingo,. July. 

L’Adqur, (s.s. ) pierced for 20 guns; taken by the Endymion, 
44, Hon. C. Paget, on her passage towards Rochefort, July 16* y 

•L’lnfant Prodigue (corvette) of 16 guns, (now St. Lucia) 
taken by the Emerald, 36, Js. O'Brien, between St. Lucar aiiR 
Martinique, July 2i. 

he Duquesne df 74, and *L’Oise&u, of 16 guns ; taken by tfcb 
Vfenguard, 74, J. Walker; Bellerophon 74. J. Loring; and Tar- 
tar, St, J. Perkiils, on the north side of St^Dommgo, July 25. 

•L’Epervier, (brig) of 16 guns; taken by L’Kgyptienne, 50, 
■Hon. C. E. Fleming, on the passage between Guadaloupe and 
L’Orient, July 27. * 

0 Les Deux Amis, ('schooner) -and Les Ttois Fr^* res, ‘(ditto) df 
three guns each ; taken by the Racoon, 18, A. Bissell, on the 
fcoast 6f Cuba, August. 7 

Schooner (name unknown) of 2'gtafts ; tun on sliote and 'dev 
etroyed by ditto, bn the same day. , 

La Mutine, (brig) of 18 guns ; run on shore and destroyed^ 
after a short but spirited action, by the Racoon, 18, A. Bissell, on 
the coast oYCuba, August 17. The Racoon had tWo lieutenants 
and 42 men absent at the titne in prizes. • 

*Le Papilloii (corvette) of six guns, (pierced for 12) ; taken by 
the Vanguard, 74, James Walker, at St. Marc’s, St. Domingo^ 

- Sept. 4. 

Le Courier de Nantes, (schooner) of two guns ; taken by thfc 
Vanguard, 74,- James Walker, off St. Domingo, Sept. 5. 

La Sagese, of 28 guns ; taken by the Theseus, 74, John Bligfr, 
wt Port Dauphin, St. Domingo, Sept. B. 

•Ee Goelan (brig) of 18, and *A Cutter, (how Sandwich>of 1$ 
£uns; taken on the evacuation Of Adx Cayds, St. Domingo, by 
Xa Pique, 36, W. Cumberland; and Pelican, (brig) 18, H. 
Whitby, Oct. 

La Petite Fille; (gun brig); La Jetine Adele (schooner) ; arid 
J/Ainitte, (cotter, 4 guns and G'kwiveb) 6 guns eadh ; taken by 
the Racoon, (hr ig^ 18, A. Bissell, Odtobdr^ft4. These 1 tanlt 
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out of Cumberland harbor, on the coast of Cuba, having 3 Ml 
'troops, including 80 officers of all ranks, determined to carry the 
Racoon by boarding ; but, alter an action of nearly five hours, 
they were obliged to strike. The prisoners of La Petite Fille 
afterwards rose on the prise-master, and ran her on shore on the 
rocks — The enemy had 40 killed and wounded— The Racoon 
none. 

Le Renarri, (schooner) of 12 guns ; taken by Lord Nelson’s 
squadron in the Mediterranean, November 16. 

LeVautour, (lugger) of 12 gun , (pierced for 1 6) ; taken by 
the Boadicea, 38, John Maitland, off Cape Finisterre, Nov. 24. 

La Bayonnaise, of 32 guns ; chased into' the Bay of Cape Finis- 
terre by the Ardept, 64, R. Winthrop, and blown up by her own 
crew, at midnight, to prevent her being taken, Nov, 27. 

•Surveillante, of 40 ; # Clorinde, of 40 ; # Vertu, of 40; # Cerf, 
(brig) of 12 ; Decouverte, (schooner) Of six guns ; Nouvelle So- 
phie, (hired sloop) • and Justine, (ditto) ; Surrendered, together 
with a Humber of transports, &c. at Cape Francis, St. Domingo, 
Nov. 30, (including above 5000 prisoners, the remains of the 
French army commanded by General Rochambeau,) to the Belle- 
rophon, 74, and the rest of the squadron under CojnmodorC J ? 
Loring. 

1804 . 

Passe par Tout, (chasse marie) of 'two guns ; taken on the Ma- 
labar coast, by the boats of the St. Fiorenao, 40, J. Bingham, 
Jan. 14. 

•Le Cnrieux, of 16 guns ; boarded and cut out from under Fort 
Edward, Martinique, by four boats of the Centaur, 74, Commo- 
dore S. Hood, conducted by Lieutenant R. C. Reynolds, Febru- 
ary 5. 

Coquette, (schooner) of two guns, (with 95 men) ; captured 
by the Stork, (sp.)TL L. Geyt, Jamaica station, February 24. ' 

Colombe, (cutter) of four guns ; cut out from the harbor of 
Sluys, by two boats of the Cruizer aud Rattler, (sps) directed by 
Lieutenant Francis Cameron, but struck and was burnt on tbf 
bar in the night of March 8. N 

La Terreur, (cutter) of 10 guns ; taken by La Pique, 40, C. B. 
JL Ross, Jamaica station, March 18. % 
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La Charmie, (corvette) of 20, and La Joie, (brig) of 1* guns ; 
driven aground and burnt at the entrance of Bourdcaux river, b^ 
l’Aigle, 36, George Wolfe, July 16. 

La Laurette, (schooner) of five guns, (pierced for 16) ; take*, 
by the Pelican, (brig) 18, John Marshall, Jamaica station, Au- 
gust 23. 

Le Hazard, (corvette) of 16 guns ; taken by the Echo, (Sp) 
16, Edmund Roger, off Curacoa, October 1. 

Gracieusc, of 14 guns ; taken by the Blanche, 36, Z. Mudge, 
off Curacoa^ October 21. 

1805- 

La Psyche, of 36 guns ; taken, Feb. 14, by the St. Fiorenzoy 
36, H. Lambert, East indies. Lat. 19 deg. N. Long. 83 deg. E. 
after a very spirited resistance of three hours and a half. (Since 

lost-X 

♦Viile de Milan, of 48 guns ; taken by the Leander, 50, Jolm 
Talbot, on the Halifax station, February 23.- The Vilie de Mi- 
lan had previously taken the Cleopali a, 32, after a long and most 
determined resistance, which latter was also retaken by the Lean- 
der. • 

Schooner, (name unknown) of seven guns; sunk by the Gra- 
cieuse, 14, T. B. Smith, Jamaica station, April 9. 

L’Amitie (schooner) of 14 guns ; taken, June 10, by the Blanche, 
56, Z. Mudge, Jamaica station. 

•Didon, of 44 guns; taken by tins Phoenix, 36, T. Baker, fat. 

• 43 deg. 16 min. N. long, 12 deg. 14 mm. W. after a most gallant 
action of three hours. August 10. 

Le Fa une, (corvette) of 16 guns; taken, August 15, by the 
Goliath, 74, R. Barton, aiid Camilla, B. W* Taylor, Channel. 

La Torclie (corvette) of 18 guns ; taken by the Goliath, 74, 
R. Barton, Cbannyl. August 16. 

L’Acteon, of 16 guns ; taken, October 3, by the Egyptieunc, 
36, Hon. C. E. Fleming, off Rochefort. 

♦Cyane, (corvette) of 24 guns; takqji, October 5, near Toba- 
go, by the Princess Charlotte, 38, G. Tobin, and carried into 
Grenada. (Formerly British.; 

- vgl. v. a 
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Swifts ure, of 74 ; Fougueux, of 74; Indomptable, of 84 ; Bti- 
'Centaure, of 80 ; Berwick, of 74 ; L'Aigle, of 74 ; Achille of 74 ; 
Redoubtable, of 74; and Intrepide, of 74 guns : taken in 4 the 
grand victory off Cape Trafalgar, by the British fleet, under 
Vice-admirals Lord Viscount Nelson, and C. Collingwood, Octo- 
ber 21. 

Formidable-of 80 guns, (flag-ship of Rear-admiral Dumanoir,) 
Duguay Trouifl, of 74 ; Mont Blanc, of 74 ; and Sclpion, of 74; 
a part of the combined fleet, which made off from the battle off 
Cape Trafalgar, October <21. Tpken, November 3, after a reso- 
lute contest of three hours and a half, (in an attempt to escape 
to Rochefort,) by Commodore Sir R. J. Strachan, innhe Caesar, 
of 80 guns; with the Hero, of 74, Hdn. A H. Gardner; Coura- 
geux, of 74, Richard Lee; and Namur, of 74, L. W. Halsted. 
Accompanied 4>y the Santa Margaritta, of 56, W. Rathborne ; 
,/Eolus, of 32, Lord William Fitxroy ; Phoenix, of 36, Thomas 
Baker ; and Revolutionaire, of 36, H. Hotham. 

DUTCH NATIONAL SHIPS lost , taken , or destroyed., 

1803. 

De Haasje, (brig) of six guns, (pierced for 18); taken by 
the Caroline, 36,' W. Page, near the Cape of Good Hope. Au- 
gust 2. 

•Hippomenes, (corvette) of 18 guns ; taken at the surrender 
of Demernra and Essequibo to the naval and military forces, un- 
der Commodore S. Hood, and General Grinfield, Sept. 19. 

Serpent, (schooner) ; taken at the surrender of Bcrbice to 
Captain L. 0. Bland, of the Heureux, 24, September 26. 

1804. 

Draalt, (schooner) of five guns; takcn.by the Lilly (sp,) 18, 
W.Lyall, near Bermuda, March 1. * 

Antelope, of five guns taken the 23d of March, at night, by 
the pinnace and cutter of the Stork, 18, G. LeGcvt, West Indies. 
The capture was effected by 18 seamen, commanded by Lieute- 
nant Robettson, who all conducted themselves with the utmost 
bravery. 
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Atalahta, (brig) of 16 guns ; taken, . at anchor, in the Vlkj 
stream, by the Scorpion, (Orig,) 18, G. N. Hardinge, and Bea- 
ver, (sp,) 18, Charles Pelly, in the night of March 31. 

•Proserpine, (now Amsterdam) of 32 guns ; *Py lades (corvette) 
of 18 ; George, (schooner) of" 10 ; and seven gun-boats : taken 
at the surrender of Surinam, to the naval and military forces un- 
der Commodore S. Hood and Major-general Sir Charles G^een, 
May 4. 

One Schuyt, No. 98, taken, and five sunk ; by Sir Sydney 
Smith’s squadron, between Flashing and Ostend, May 16. 

1 803. 

Seven Schuyts ; taken, April 24, by the squadron under Rear- 
admiral Douglas, oft* Cape Grisnez. 

Two Gun-boats; taken, April 93, by the Archer, (gun brig) 
tV. Price, oil* Cape Gristles. 

SPANISH SHIPS OF WAH 

Capturtd , <Jc. since the Commencement of the War, in October, 
1804. 

# M£d6e, of 44 guns ; La Fama, of 36 ; and *La Clara of 3 & ; 
taken, after a severe action, and detained, by the Indefatigable, 
40, Graham Moore; Medusa, S8, John Gore; Lively, 38, G» B. 
Hammond; and" Amphion, S2, S. Sutton, off Cape St. Mary^ 
October 5. The treasure on board the three ships was, on a mo- 
derate computation, at least one million sterling. The Mercedes, 
another frigate, of 36 guns, accompanied the ships captured, but 
blew up ten minutes aftor the action commenced ; and all on 
board, except 41 persons, perished. 

Matilda, (with quicksilver) of 36 guns; taken by the Medusa,, 
38,^ John Gore, oft' Cadiz, Nov. 

•Amfitrite, of 36 guns ; taken by the Donegal, 80, Sir R. J. 
Strachan, Bart, off Cadiz, Nov. 25. 

Santa Gertruyda, (with 1,215,000- dollars, &c.) of 36 guns, 
taken by the Polyphemus, 64, John Lawford ; Lively, 38, G. IS. 
Hammond, in sight ; oft* Cape St.. Mary, Dec. 7, 

& 2 . 
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San Miguel, or El Felix, (valued at 200,0001. sterling) y ^ 
taken by the Lively, 38, G. E. Hammond, on the Western Ocean, 
December 7 

Mercury, (with 10,000 dollars) ; taken by the Phanix, 36, T. 
Baker, on the Western Ocean,. December. 

Dido, (with specie, &c.) ; taken by the Fishgard, 58, Lord M. 
R. Kerr, on the W r estetn Ocean, Dec. 

N. S. dos Dolores, (with 200,000 dollars, &c.) taken by 
Ihe Naiad, 38, T. S. Dundas, on the Western Ocean, Decem- 
ber. 

Infanta Carlos (corvette) of 16 guns, (with 120,000 dollars, &c.) 
taken by the Diamond, 58, T. Elphinstone, on the Western 
Ocean, December. 

1805. 

•Orqnijo, of 18 guns ; taken the 8th of February, by the Pique, 
36, C. B. H. Ross, off the Havannah. 

Lg Fji ^a h^th. of in 4,u ~ 11 v “* ***• RaG« 

ehautc, 20, Charles Dashwood, off the Havannah. 

# San Rafael, of 84 guns, and El Firma, of 74; taken, July 23. 
in the action between Sir R. C«ilder’s squadron and the comb:r,“^ 
leeia of France and Spain, commanded by Admirals Villeneuve 
^jid Grarinst. 

One Gun-boat No. 4; taken by th4 Dexterous, (gun-brig) 14* 
E?%it. R. Tomlinson, off Gibraltar, October 11. 

San Ildefbnsb, of 74guns j San Juan Ntpomuceno, of 74 ; Ba- 
hama, of 74 ; Monarca, of 74 ; San Francisco de Asis, of 74 ; 
El Rayo, of 100 ; Neptuno of 81 ; San Augustin, of 74 ; San- 
iissima Trinidada, of 136 ; and Argonauta, of 80 ; taken in th$ 
grand victory off Cape Trafalgar, October 21. 

BRITISH SHIPS lost, taken , or destroyed . 

1803. 

Resistance, Honorable Wodehouse, of 36 guns ; lost or 
C ape St. Vincent’s, early in the morning of May 31. Crew 
saved. 
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La Minerve, F. J. Brenton,' of 42 guns ; ran aground ii) a thick 
ffjg, in the evening of July 2, near Cherbourg, and there captured.- 
Crew saved, but made prisoners. 

La Seine, F. D. Milne, of 42 guns ; ran agTound on a sand- 
bank to the Northward of theTexe!, in the night of June 25, and 
afterwards destroyed by fire. Crew saved. 

Surinam, (sp,) F. R. Tucker, of 18 guns ; detained as a prize 
by the Dutch at the Island ofCuracoa. (Retaken.) 

Calypso, (sp,) VV. Venour, of Id guns ; run down an/d sunk,, 
with all the- crew, by one of the convoy, in a gale, on returning 
fro nr Jamaica, August. 

Redbridge, (schooner) Lieutenant G. Lempriere, of 16 guns ; ; 
taken by a squadron of French frigates, near Toulon, Aug. -(Re- 
taken) 

Circe, Charles Fielding, of 28 guns ; struck on the Lemon and : 
Oar, in the North Seai when in chace of an enemy, and lost,. 
Nov. 10. Crew saved. 

Shannon, L. L. Gower, of 56 guns ; struck aground in a gale 
and wrecked, tinder the batteries of Cape La Hogue, in the nigl& 
of Decipher 10. Crew saved, but made prisoners. Afterwards 
destroyed by fire by the boats of the Merlin, (sp.) 

Garland, F. Fred. Cotterell, of 20 guns j lost off Cape Fran- 
cois, St. Domingo, Nov, Crew saved. 

Avenger, (sp.) F. J. SneJl, of 16 guns i foundered off ih# 
Weser, December. Crew saved. 

Suffisante, (brig) F. G. Heathcote,. of 16 guns; wrecked ii\ a 
gale off Spike Island, in Cork harbor. Dee. 15. 

Grappler, (gun-vessel,) Lieutenant A. W. Thomas, of 12 guns; 
grounded on the Isles de C ho sey, December 31, and there taken- 
taken possession of, and burnt by the enemy. Crew ni^de pri- 
soners. 

1804 .. 

La Creole, F. A. Bisseli, of 40 guns j foundered 1 on bee pec- 
sage from Jamaica, January 2. Crew saved* by tbu Cumber- 
land, 74. 

York, Henry Mitford, of 64 guns ; supposed to have fou^dered-i 
in the North Sea with all the crew, in Jan, having been missing .' 
from the 26th December, 1803^ 

US- 
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Raven, (brig) F. S. Swaine, of 18 guns ; lost on the S. W. of 
Sicily, Jan. 6. Crew saved. 

Porpoise, (A. S.) S. Lieutenant Fowler, of 10 guns; lost on a 
coral reef, of New South Wales, in Iat. 22 deg. 20 min. and long. 
155 deg. 52 min. E. Grew saved. 

Fearless, (gun-vessel) Lieutenant G. Fowler, of 12 guns ; lost 
off Redding Point, Cawsand Bay, February. 

Hussar, P. Wilkinson, of 38 guns ; struck on the Saintes, in. 
the Bay of Biscay, and lost, February. Crew saved. 

Cerbere, F. Lieutenant J. Patey, of 12 guns ; missed stays and 
host on the Berry Head, Torbay, February 19. (Since weighed 
up.) • 

Weasel, (brig) W. Layman, of 14 guns ; driven on shore in a 
gale, near Cabritta Point, Gibraltar Bay, and went to pieces, 
March 1. One man perished. 

Wolverine, (sp.) H. Gordon, of 16 guns ; surrendered, while 
sinking, to two French privateers, one of 36, the other of 20 gunv 
after an action of three quarters of an hour, on her passage as con- 
voy towards Newfoundland, March 21. 

Magnificent, W. H. Jervis, of 74 guns; wrecked near the 
Pierres Noires, or Black Bocks, in the environs of Brest, Match 
T5. s Crew saved, but 86 made prisoners. 

Apollo, J. W. T. Dixon, of 36 guns ; wrecked on the 
coast of Portugal, April 1, Captain and many of the crew pe- 
rished. 

Hindpstan, (S.S.) John Le Gros, of 50 guns; caught fire in the 
hold and burnt, in the Bay of Rases, Mediterranean, April 2. 
Five men perished. 

Swift, (hired cutter).ef; eight guns, and 22 men. Lieutenant T. 
.M. Leake; taken by a French privateer, of eight guns and 56. 
men, Mediterranean, April. Captain killed. 

Vincego, (brig) S. of 18 guns, J. Wright captured, during a. 
dead calm, in Quiberon Bay, by a flotilla of gun-boats and lug- 
gers, May 20. 

Lilly, (sp,) of 16 guns, and 80 men, William Compton ; taken 
hy a French privateer, (formerly Marlborough packet) of 16 
guns, and 140 men, off the coast of Georght; July 14. Captain 
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Constitution, (hired cutter) of 10 guns, Lieut, J S. A. Den- 
nis ; sunk in action with 120 sail of the enemy’s gun*boats in com- 
pany with his Majesty’s ships, Immortality, Harpy, and Adder, 
Aug. 26. Crtrw saved. 

De Ruyter. D (S.S.) of 64 guns. Lieutenant J. Becket ; lost in 
the hurricane at Antigua, Sept. 3. One man perished. 

Dral^e, F. (sp.) of 18 guns ; lost, by grounding on a shoal, off 
Nevis, Sept. Crew saved. 

Georgians, (A. Cut.) Lieutenant Kneeshaw, (hired) gounded in 
the mouth of the Seine with an ebb-tide, Sept. 25. set on fire and 
destroyed by the crew, who escaped. 

Romney, of 50 guns, Hon. John Colvil ; run aground, in n 
fog, on the Haaks, near the Texel, and lost, November 19. Crew 
saved. 

Venerable, of 74 guns, John Hunter ; struck on the sunken 
tocks, Torbay, and lost, November 21. Crew saved. 

Hannibal, (A. S.) of 16 guns, (hired) K. L, J. O’Connor; 
drifted from her anchors in the Downs, and lost near Sandown- 
Custle, Nov. Crew saved. 

Conflict, (gun* vessel) of 14 guns, -Lieutenant C. C. Onnsby; 
grounded, in chase of the enemy, Nieuport, October 24. Crew 
saved. 

Duke of Clarence. (A. C.) of 10 guns. Lieutenant B. N. Cle- 
ments, (hired) struck on a rock in chase, and lost on the coast o& 
Portugal, December. Crew saved. 

Gertrude, (schooner) of 1 6 guns, Lieutenant Broad, (hired} 
sun down in the Channel, by L’Aigte frigate, December 15, Crew 
saved. 

Starling, (gun-brig) of 14 guns. Lieutenant George Scottowe, 
went on shore jiear Calais, in a fog, and destroyed, December 18. 
Crew saved. 

Tartarus, (bomb) T. Withers; driven on Margate sands, in a 
gale, and wrecked, December 20. Crew saved. 

Severn, of 44 guns. Comm, Prince of Bouillon; driven on 
shore in a gale, and wrecked, in Grouville Bay,. Jersey, Decern* 
her 21. 

Mallard, (gun-vessel) of 14 guns ; run on shore off Calais, and-, 
taken, December 25, 
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1805. 

Doris, of 36 guns, P. Campbell ; struck on a sunken rock, and 
destroyed in Quiberon Bay, in tbe night of January 21. Crew 
saved. " ~ 

Raven, (brig) of 18 gurts, William Layman ; wrecked in Qadis 
Bay, January 29. Two of the crew lost. 

Arrow, (sloop) of 30 guns, R. B. Vincent ; and Acheron* 
(bomb) of eight ditto, A. Farquhar: taken by two French fri* 
gates, and sunk, after a long, and severe contest, Mediterranean, 
February 4. 

Venus, (hired cutter) Lieutenant T. Delafons , taken by a 
French squadron in the Mediterranean, February. 

Bouncer, (gun-brig) of 14 guns, Lieutenant S. Bassan ; wreck* 
•d off Dieppe, and crew made prisoners,, February. 

Imogene, (sloop) of 18 guns, H. Vaughan ; foundered on her. 
passage from the Leeward Islands, March 1. Crew saved. 

Redbridge, (schooner) of 18 guns; lost at Jamaica, March* 

Hawke (sloop) of 18 guns, J. Tippet ; missing since May. 

Sea Gull, (brig) of 18 guns, H. Burke ; missing since May. 

Woodlark, (gun-brig) of, 14 guns. Lieutenant Tbomas lnnes 
wrecked off Gravelines. Crew saved. 

Biter, (gun-brig) of 14 guns, Lieutenant G. T. Wingate 
wrecked on the coast of France. Crew saved. 

Fly, (sloop) of 1*8 guns, P. B* Pellew ; lost on the Carysfort* 
reef, in the Gulph of Florida, March. Crew saved. 

Cyane, (sloop) of 18 guns, Hon. G. Cadogan ; taken May 12, 
by the Honteuse and Hermione, near Martinico. 

Orestes, (sloop) of 16 guns, T. Browne ; burnt, July 17; on. 
Downs station, to prevent her capture> after, having run on a sand, 
bank off Gravelines. Crew, saved. 

Blanche, of 36 guns, Z. Mudge; burnt, July 19, in the West- 
Indies, lat. 20, deg. N. long. 66 deg. W. after a most gallant 
resistance against a French squadron, consisting of two frigates 
and two sloopsi 

Pltrmper, (gun brig)of 14 guns, Lieutenant JL Ganetty ; take*, 
an the Jersey station. ^ 
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Pigmy, of 12 guns, Lieuttnant W. Smith, lost ?ff Guernsey, 
August. Crew saved. 

Teaser, (gun-brig) of 14 guns, Lieutenant G. L. Ker ; cap- 
tured. 

Althorpe, of 16 guns, (hired) Lieutenant Scott. 

Pigeon, (schooner) of four guns, J. S. Luckraft j lost off the 
Texel. , 

Calcutta, of 50 guns, Daniel Woodriffe; taken after a deter- 
mined resistance, by a French squadron, on her passage, as Con- 
voy, from St. Helena, Sept. 

This last ship, (the particulars of whose capture were 
inadvertently omitted in the preceding page*) had un- 
der her convoy six ships homeward bound, consisting 
of the Indus, East Indiaman; three South Sea ships; 
a Swede, from China ; and a Prussian prize. With 
these vessels Captain Woodntfe left St. Helena on the 
3d of Anonat. On the 25th of Sentemher. ham# 
about 100 miles Wi by S. of Scilly, they fell in with 
a French squadron, which had sailed from Roche- 
fort, under the command of Captain L'Alfemand, and 
was composed of three sail of the line, three frigates, 
and a corvette. This squadron had taken several of 
the homeward bound Leeward Island fleet, which 
were in general distress for provisions, and bad met 
with the additional calamity of contrary winds and 
blowing weather, by which they had been much dis- 
persed. The enemy, when first discovered were to 
windward, inline of battle, edging down to the Cal- 
cutta and her convoy. From their size, their ma- 
noeuvres, and mode of communicating by signal, Cap- 
tain Woodriffe was convinced that they must bemen 
of war. He accordingly gave orders to the Indus to 
lead the convoy, to close the ships rotmcT'her, and to 
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steer S. E, shewing a light, while he dropped astern to 
observe the motions of one of, the strange ships in 
chace. In compliance with these directions, the Indus 
, stoocf on the whole night under easy sail, keeping the 
Calcutta in view, as well as the worst sailing ships 
which crowded all the sail they could carry. At day- 
light on the 26th, a large fleet was discovered astern, 
the van of which was in chase under a, press of sail, 
and at half past one P. M. Captain Woodrifle made 
the signal for the fleet to disperse for safety. The 
leading frigate of the enemy's squadron was then steers 
ing immediately for the Indus, but when the got 
abreast of the Calcutta, Captain Woodrifle hauled up 
and opened his fire upon her. A smart engagement 
took place, and continued upwards of an hour, till 
the Calcutta had silenced and nearly stink her oppo- 
nent. At this moment twpline of battle ships, one 
of which was a three-decker, bore down on Captain 
Woodrifle. After a running fight of six hours the 
enemy closed with the Calcutta about nine P. M. 

- The courage with which she was defended, was un- 
availing; her brave crew were compelled to yield to 
iuperior numbers, and at half past ten struck theus 
colors. Under this misfortune, it was some consola- 
tion to Captain Woodrifle to know that his gallantry 
had secured the safety of every one of his convoy. It 
may not be improper to remark that the Calcutta, 
which was with such difficulty subdued by such a su- 
perior force, was originally an East Indiaman, and 
was purchased iuto the navy ih 1795. She was only 
a fourth rate, and carried no more than 54 guns, in- 
cluding carronades. In consequence of the skill and 
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brayery exhibited in this encounter, the owners and 
underwriters on the ship and cargo of the Indus, 
agreed to raise a subscription of two ponnds per cent, 
on the sums insured, to be presented to Captain Wood- 
riflfe, his officers, and crew, as a small token of their 
^ gratitude for the services they had reudered on this oo . 
oasion. v - N 
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THE BRITISH TRIDENT ; 


1806 . 


Funeral of Lord Nelson — Expedition against the Cape of Good 
Hope, and taking that Settlement — Engagement off St. Do- 
tningo — Capture of the Marengo — Naval Transactions ot infe- 
rior Importance. 


THE year 1806 opened with the exhibition of a 
spectacle, worthy of the first maritime power in the 
universe, and of the greatest hero that ever, wielded 
the naval thunder of Britain. The funeral of the im- 
mortal Nelson wholly occupied the attention of all 
ranks and descriptions of his grateful countrymen. A 
ceremony more magnificent, and more impressive, had 
never been witnessed in the British metropolis. Be- 
fore we proceed to the particulars of this solemnity, 
it will be necessary to take a rapid survey of the cir- 
cumstances which immediately preceded it. 

After the achievement which crowned the glorious 
career of the illustrious admiral, the Victory sailed with 
the British fleet to Gibraltar, where his body was em- 
balmed ; and, on the 4th of November, leftthat place 
in company with the Belleisle. On the 2d of the fol- 
lowing month, she arrived' at Portsmouth, where all 
the vessels in the harbor hoisted their colors half mast 
high, out of respect to the lamented hero. 

The Victory had sustained so much damage in 
the engagement on the 2 1st of October, that she was 
obliged to remain several days at Portsmouth to un- 
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d ergo repairs. On the J 6th she sailed for Sheerness, 
to which place she had been ordered to proceed for 
the purpose of being paid off, but owing to contrary 
winds it was the 17th before she could get round the 
South Foreland, 

The coffin, made out of the main-mast of I/Orient, 
and presented to Lord Nelson by his friend Captain 
Hallowell, had been removed from London to the 
Nore, where it was conveyed on board the Victory, In 
this trophy of his valor the corpse of the hero was de- 
posited. It was then placed in an elm coffin cased 
with lead, and on the arrival of the Victory at Chat- 
ham, it was removed into the commissioner's yacht, 
and conveyed to Gieenwich Hospital. A magnificent 
exterior coffin was prepared, previous to the solemn 
ceremony of lying in state, which took place in the 
Painted Hall, on Sunday January the 5th, and two 
succeeding days. On the 8th, his remains were con- 
veyed by water to Whitehall, attended in procession 
by a numerous train of barges, and a great number of 
gnn-boats and row-boats belonging to the River Fen- 
cibles. The body being landed, was deposited in the 
captain's room at the Admiralty. 

Early on the morning of the 9th, the day appointed 
for the final interment in St. Paul's cathedral, the 
whole city was in motion. Thq, streets from the Ad- 
miralty to St. Paul's were lined with volunteers, whose 
number assembled on this occasion exceeded 20,000. 
The procession, in which were included the Prince of 
Wales and all the dukes of the blood royal, was com- 
posed, exclusive of the officers of the College of Arms, 
Heralds, &c. of more than 500 noblemen and gentle- 
men, in their carriages, . besides 48 Greenwich pen- 
VOL. v. » 
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sioners, and 43 teamen and marines of the Victory. 
The body of the gallant admiral was conveyed to its 
final resting-plgce on a car constructed for the occa* 
sion. This car having a head and stern in imitation 
of a ship, intended to represent the Victory, was 
surmounted with a tasteful canopy and bore various 
inscriptions allusive to the achievements of the 
hero. The procession moved from the Admiralty at 
twelve o’clock, and it was near six before the funeral 
■rites were concluded. The cathedral of St. Paul, was 
fitted up at a great expence for the occasion, and in 
the centre of that structure, immediately under the 
dome, the remains of the illustrious Nelson were de- 
posited. During the whole of this solemn ceremony, 
the greatest order prevailed throughout the metropo- 
lis; and, as the remains of the much lamented hero 
proceeded along, every possible testimony of sorrow 
and respect was manifested by an immense con- 
course of spectators of all ranks. 

. In the month of August, 1805, an expedition sailed 
from Cork, consisting of three line of battle ships, se- 
veral frigates, nineteen Indiamen, and about 40 trans- 
ports, carrying upwards of troops. The naval 
department was under the direction of Commodore Sir 
Home Popham, and the military was commanded by 
Major general Sir David Baird. The destination of 
this expedition was kept a profound secret. This ar- 
mament first proceeded to Madeira, and then conti- 
nued its course towards the Bay of All Souls, St. Sal- 
vador, on the coast of Brazil. When it was within 
fourteen days sail of that place. Sir Home Popham 
dispatched twelve of the fastest sailing ships for the 
purpose of obtaining a supply of water and provi- 
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sions ; but on his arrival he had the mortification to 
find that two of these, the Britannia, East Indiaman, 
having on board a detachment of troops ; and the 
King George, transport, laden with ordnance stores, 
bad been wrecked. All on board these vessels were, 
however, saved, except three persons, one of whom 
was General York of the artillery. 

Leaving the coast of Brazil, the armament then- 
steered towards the Cape of Good Hope. On the 3d 
of January, 1806, it made Table Land, and on the 
4th, in the evening, reached the pre-concerted an- 
chorage, to the westward of Robben Island, though 
too late to do any thing but take a superficial view of 
Blew Berg Bay, where it was proposed to land the 
main body of the army, making, however, a demon- 
stration off Green Point, with the Leda frigate, and the 
transports containing the 24th regiment, which was 
well executed by Captain Honeyman. 

On the 5th, at three o'clock in the morning, the 
troops were put in the boats, and assembled alongside 
of the Espoir, but the surf ran so high, that a landing 
was deemed totally impracticable, and consequently 
the troops returned to their ships ; and Sir Home Pop- 
ham, immediately accompanied the general on board 
the Espoir, for the purpose of making a close exami- 
nation of the whole coast, from Craig’s Tower to Los- 
pard Bay ; on no part of which did it appear possible 
to land a single boat without extreme danger.. 

To the evil consequences of delay in commencing 
operations on an enemy's coast, was to be added, the 
very alarming possibility, that some reinloi cement 
might arrive by one of the various squadrons in motion 
v/uai they left Europe; and therefore the general and 
s 2 
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commodore were" induced to consider, that however 
difficult the task might be of advancing fj;om Saldanha 
Bay, yet it was an object of very great moment to ac- 
complish a safe and speedy landing for the troops ; 
and the instant the decision was made, the Diomede, 
with the transports of the 38th regiment, the cavalry 
ships and a proportion of artillery, finder the orders of 
Brigadier-general Beresford, sailed for Saldanha, pre- 
ceded by Captain King, in the Espoir, having on board 
Captain Smyth of the Engineers (an officer well ac- 
quainted with the. country),, with a view of seizing 
the post-master, and as many cattle as possible, an- 
tecedent to the arrival of the advanced divisions of the 
£et$* 

Soon after the Diomede weighed, the westerly wind 
began to abate ; and on the 6th, in the morning, the 
officers examining the beach, reported that the surf 
had considerably subsided during the night, which in- 
deed was so evident from the Diadem when she stpod 
Mb shore, that the commodore requested Sir David 
Baird to permit General Ferguson and Colonel Brown- 
rtgg^ the quarter- master-general, to attend the officer 
on his second examination, that# their feelings might 
in some measure be baAanced against those profes- 
sional men, and to satisfy the army that no measure, 
in which itssafety was so intimately connected, should 
be determined om without due and proper delibera- 
tion. 

In the mean time the Diadem, Leda, and Encoun • 
t*r, were placed in a situation to render the most ef- 
fectual assistance ; and the 71st and 7 2d regiments, 
with two field pieces and a howitzer, ready mounted* 
in the boats of the Raisonable and Belliqueux, ren* 


V 


Digitized by Google 



OK, REGISTER OF NAVAL ACTIONS. 197 

dezvoused alongside the two former ships, manifesting 
the most ardent desire for the signal from General 
Ferguson. At this moment, the Protector joined the 
squadron, and Captain Rowley, who was well ac- 
quainted with the anchorage, volunteered his services 
to place her to the northward, so as to cross the fire, 
of the Encounter, and more effectually cover the land- 
of the troops. Captain Downman, of the Diadem, at 
the same time, went in-shore with a light transport- 
brig, drawing only six feet, to run on the beach as a 
breakwater, if it would, in any degree facilitate the 
debarkation. At half past twelve, the Encounter 
conveyed by signal General Ferguson’s opinion, that a 
landing might be effected, and the joy that wa3 mani- 
fest in the countenance of every officer, heightened the 
characteristic ardour of the troops, and under an 
anxiety probably to be first on shore, induced them 
to urge the boats to extend their line of beach, further, 
than was prudent, and occasioned the loss of one boat 
with 35 men of tbe 93d regiment. 

Sir IlomePopham himself, in his eagerness to land, 
for the purpose of affording every assistance in hi& 
power to the troops, was upset, and nearly drowned, 
in a most tremendous surf, which was breaking on the 
beach : he had made almost the last effort to save 
himself, when a sailor fortunately caught him by one 
of his epaulets, and rescued. him from a watery grave. 
The loss of the troops was the more painful, because, 
from all the efforts of an enemy posted on an advanta*? 
geous height, the army had only two men wounded in 
landing, a circumstance which fully proves how well the 
covering vessels were placed,, and how ably their guns 
were served. 

S3 
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The surf increased considerably towards the close 
of the evening, and about eight o'clock the landing 
of any more troops was stopped, but recommenced in 
the morning, when all the men and provisions which 
the general judged necessary to take, were disembarked 
without a moment's loss of time. 

Sir Home Popham conceiving that a detachment of 
the squadron might be of service at the head of the 
bay, proceeded thither, with the Leda, Encounter, 
and Protector, and a division of transports, and, from 
firing occasionally over the bank, towards the Salt 
Pan, the enemy was obliged to move* from an eligible 
situation which he had before occupied. 

On the following morning, the British army was dis- 
covered advancing with unparalleled rapidity over a 
heavy country, defended by a numerous train of well- 
served artillery ; and, as the commodore imagined, 
that a few fresh troops might be applied to advantage,' 
he directed Captain Downman to land with the ma- 
rines of the squadron, and two field pieces; te await 
the arrival of Sir David Baird, at Reit Valley, who 
had meanwhile obtained a decisive victory x>ver gene J 
rai Jansens, the Dutch governor of the Cape. 

When the army was in motion to take up its posi- 
tion at Craig's tower, and while the squadron was pro-* 
ceeding up the bay to anchor in the most convenient 
place for landing the battering train, a flag of truce 
was discovered coming towards the Diadem, from the 
commandant of the town and castle ; and the next day 
the capitulation was accepted, and at six* a royal sa- 
lute was fired from tiife squadron, on his Majesty's co- 
lors beb?g once more hoisted on the castle. 1 
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In the engagement with the enemy, in which the 
army was reinforced by a body of seamen and marines, 
under the Command of Captain Byng of the Belli- 
queux; the loss of the Dutch amounted to 700 men 
killed and wounded : that of the English was 15 killed, 
189 wounded, and eight missing. After the engage- 
ment, General Jansens retired into the interior with- 
1200 men and 28 pieces of cannon. General Baird 
sent a detachment after him, under the command of 
Brigadier-general Beresford, who was likewise charg- 
ed with a letter inviting him to a pacification. After 
an ineffectual attempt at resistance, General Jansens, 
finding his men discontented and the natives hostile to 
the Dutch interest, agreed to articles of capitulation^ 
by which the whole of the settlerqent, with all its de- 
pendencies, were surrendered to the British arm#. In: 
Cape Town, and the neighbouring forts, the victors 
found 456 pieces of cannon of different calibres, of 
which 113 were of brass. The only Dutch ship of 
war at tire Cape, was the Bato of 64? guns, to which 
the enemy endeavored, but in vain, to set fire. The 
French Trigate Atalaute was driven on shore and de- 
stroyed. 

A French squadron of six sail of the line, and two 
frigates, which made its escape from Brest on the 4th 
of December, 1805, soon afterwards fell in with two 
British transports with troops from Gibraltar and 
took them. Having put the soldiers on board the 
Volontaife frigate of 46* guns and 360 men, the French 
admiral sent her forward to the Cape of Good Hope, 
sot being apprized of the capture of that settlement. 
On the 4th of March the Volontaire arrived off the 
Cape, and the Diadem of 6*4 guns, then lying in Table 
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Bay, having observed her at a distance, and supposing 
her an enemy, immediately hoisted Dutch colors. 
The French frigate not suspecting the stratagem, went 
in and anchored alongside the Diadem, on which the 
latter hauled down the Dutch and hoisted English co- 
lors in their place. The frigate perceived her mistake 
too late to attempt to escape, and being unable to con- 
tend with such a superior force, surrendered without 
bring a gun. Sir Home Popham, on receiving intel- 
ligence that a French squadron was in those seas, im- 
mediately made every preparation to give the enemy a 
warm reception, in case they should think proper to 
attack the Cape. The English troops, to the number 
of 217, retaken in the Volontaire were immediately 
landed and sent to reinforce the garrison. The squa- 
dron at the Cape, consisted of the Diomede, of 50 
guns, and two frigates, besides the Volontaire. The 
latter was manned from the other ships and the whole 
were moored with springs on their cables under a 
battery of 32 guns, from which it was intended to* 
fire rSdi-hot shot, if the French squadron should 
approach to attempt hostilities. This it afterwards 
appeared was part of a fleet of eleven sail of the line, 
besides frigates which got out of Brest, on the above- 
mentioned day, and separated into two squadrons.. 
One of these, as we have keen, took a southern course, 
while the other proceeded to the West Indies, to . which 
quarter we shall now follow them. 

Accounts having been received that the Rochefort 
squadron, by which the Calcutta was taken, bad on 
their return from TenerifFe, in November, fallen in with 
and dispersed the convoy bound to the coast of Africa; 
Vice-Admiral Sir J. T. Duckworth, then off Cadiz, ha- 
ft 
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mediately proceeded in quest of them, with his 
Majesty’s ships of the line, Superb, Spencer, Done- 
gal, Canopus, Powerful, and Ajax. He continued 
to cruize off the Canaries for a given time; on his' 
return to Cadiz, he fell in, on Christmas day, with a» 
French squadron of six sail of the line. 

This was the squadron to which tire Volontaire be- 
longed, and one of the ships of which was com- 
manded by Jerome Buonaparte. “ It is impossible,” 
says an officer of the Superb, to describe the joy ex- 
pressed by every one on board the British ships on 
this oca^sion; every individual thought himself a king* 
and expected that day to be one of the happiest 
Christmases he bad ever spent.” But from the very 
bad sailing of several ships of the fleet, the enemy had 
the good fortune to escape after a chace ol two days. 
Uncertain of their destination, Admiral Duckworth 
took the most effectual means to defeat their views, 
by immediately detaching the Powerful, of 74- guns, to 
the East Indies, with an account of the number and 
strength of the enemy’s squadron, and proceeded him- 
self direct to Barbadoes, following the example of the 
great and gallant Nelson, when in a similar dilemma. 
On his arrival in the West Indies, he took Admiral 
Cochrane, with the Northumberland and Atlas under 
his command, and proceeded off M artinique, in hopes of 
intercepting them. But the enemy had pursued a 
wiser policy.r-They had kept well to the northward, 
and instead of spreading an alarm through the islands, 
had proceeded by the nearer passage to the Bay of St. 
Domingo on the south side of the island of that name,, 
and where the first Rochefort squadron had, the pre- 
ceding year, succeeded in throwing in reinforcements.. 
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to the city of St. Domingo, then besieged by Dessa- 
lines. Accounts of their probable destination having 
been received by a neutral, Sir J. Duckworth, with 
great promptitude, proceeded to that quarter, and, 
in the afternoon of the 5th of February, was joined by 
the Magicienne frigate, with a farther corroboration 
from various vessels spoken, of an enemy's force being 
in those seas. Admiral Duckworth continued under 
easy sail all night, in his approach to the town of St. 
Domingo, having given orders to Captain Dunn of 
the Acasta, and Captain M‘Kenzieof the Magicienne, 
to make sail two hours before day-light to reconnoitre. 
At six in the morning of the 6th, the Acasta made the 
signal for two of the enenqy’s frigates, and before seven 
for nine sail at anchor. Half an hour afterwards they 
were getting under weigh. The British squadron ap- 
proached them fast in close order, and before eight 
o'clock discovered that the enemy were in a compact 
line, under all sail, going before the wind for Cape 
Nisas to windward of Ocoa Bay, and that they con- 
sisted of five sail of the line, two frigates, and a cor- 
vette. These were : * 


Ships. guns. Commanders . 


LTmperiale.--. 120 


U Alexandre..-- 84- 

Le Brave 74? 

Le Diomede... . 84? 

- Le Jupiter. 74- 


La Felicity 7 frjgates _ 
La Comete ) 

La Diligente, corvette. 


Contre-admiral Le Seigle. 
Captain Le Pigot. 

• Garreau. 

Conde. 

Henry. 

LaigneL 
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The English force consisted of the following ships : — 

S/iips. Guns. Commander *. 

Superb 74 { Vice-adm. Sir J. T. Duckworth. 

t Captain Keates. 

Canopus... — 84 Rear-admiral T. Louis. 

Northumberland 74 Cochrane. 

Spencer 74 lion. Captain Stopfozd. 

Donegal . 74 Captain Malcolm. 

Atlas.. 74 Captain Pyrn. 

Agamemnon.. 64 Captain Sir Edward Berry. 
Acasta 

Magic ienne . 

Kingsfisher > fri g ates - 
Epervier 


Had the enemy remained at anchor, the British fleet 
would have found it difficult to get at them : but as 
they bore away, Admiral Duckworth concluded, from 
the information he had received, that they were en- 
deavoring to form a junction with their remaining 
force. He therefore shaped his course in. the Superb, 
which led the squadron, so as to frustrate hny such in- 
tention, which was completely effected by a little after 
nine, and an action became inevitable. He now made 
a telegraphic signal to his fleet — This is glorious — al- 
luding to the enemy’s squadron in a situation to be 
engaged, which was equivalent to victory. The signal 
of their gallant leader was hailed with transport by 
all the British ships, to which he communicated by te- 
legraph, that the principal object of attack would be 
the French admiral and his seconds. At three quar- 
ters past nine, he directed the ships to take stations 
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for their mutual support, and engage the enemy as 
they got up ; and a few minutes afterwards he made 
the signal for them to engage as closely as possible. 

u Just before the action began/' says an officer of 
the Superb, “ Captain Keates, suspended to the 
mizen-stay a portrait of our beloved hero. Nelson. 
There it remained unhurt, but was completely cover- 
ed, as was Captain Keates himself, with the blood and 
brains of poor Brookbank, one of our boatswain's 
mates. Two or three minutes before the work of 
death began, officers hats oft’ on the quarter-deck, our 
band played “ God save the King;” then came, “ Off 
she goes ; ' and next, “ Nelson of the Nile ” Never 
was enthusiasm greater than ours, and to it we went 
with heart and hand.” 

Soon after ten o'clock, the Superb closed on the 
bow of the leading ship I,’ Alexandre, and commenced 
the action. The enemy had brought that ship and 
L’Imperiale together, seemingly with a view to quiet 
the fire of the English admiral in the Superb, before 
any of the other ships could come up : but in this they 
were disappointed, for the second broadside from the 
Superb did such execution on board L’Alexandre, that 
she became quite unmanageable and lost her station. 
The imperiale was by this time within pistol shot of the 
Superb, and apparently reserving her fire for the lat- 
ter ; but in this critical moment, Admiral Cochrane, 
in the Northumbeland, came up, and notwithstanding 
the small distance between the Superb and L'lmperi- 
ale, he gallantly placed her between them, and received 
the whole broadside of the largest and what w r as esteem- 
ed the finest ship in the French navy. Several of the 
shot passed quite through the Northumberland into 
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the Superb. Jn the mean time the Superb, having 
given a warm dressing to the Alexander, compelled her 
to sheer off, and went to the assistance of the Nor- 
thumberland, which had at one time the fire of three 
F rench ships upon her for nearly forty minutes. The 
movements of the Alexander having throwiiher among 
the lee division, Rear-admiral Louis availed himself 
of that circumstance, and the rest of the British ships 
coming up, the action became general. Nothin* 
could exceed the coolness, and high state of discipline 
of our brave seamen and marines ; for though the 
enemy kept dp an incessant fire upon them, while 
coming into action, yet not 5 . gun was returned till 
close aboard, when they'opened in a style truly grand 
and terrific. The enemy fought with great obstinacy 
for an hour and a half, when the French admiral, much 
shattered aad completely beaten, hauled direct for tire 
land, and not being a mile off, at twenty minutes be- 
fore noon, ran on shore, having nothing but the fore- 
mast standing, and thaft t6o fell immediately on her 
striking. The Superb being only in 1 7 fathoms water 
was obliged to haul off to avoid the safne misfor- 
tune ; but not long afterwards the Diomede pushed on 
shore, near the admiral, and all her masts went by the 
bbard. About noon the firing ceased, and when the 
smoke cleared away, Le Brave, bearing a commodore’s 
pendant, L Alexandre, and Le Jupiter were in the- 
possession of the English. The A tlas now approached 
L Irilperialc, tried to anchor, but the water was too 
deep, and was preparing to give the enemy a double 
shotted broadside, when the colors were lowered in 
token of submission. As that ship and the Diomede 
could not be got off, they were burned two days after 
VOL. v. t ' 
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the action, by the command of Admiral Duckworth* 
The loss of the conquerors amounted to 74 killed and 
254 wounded, and among the former there was not a sin- 
gle officer* The three French ships which fell into the 
hands of the English had 760 killed and wounded. 
The loss of the other two could not be correctly , ascer- 
tained, but was certainly not less than as many more. 
" When 1 contemplate," 9ays the brave Duckworth, in 
his official account of this victory, “ on the result of 
• this action, when five sail' of the line had surrendered, 
or were apparently destroyed in less than two hours, 
1 cannot, though bouud to pay every tribute to the no- 
ble and gallant efforts of the Hon. Rear-admiral Coch- 
rane, Rear-admiral £,ouis, the captains, officers, sea- 
men and royal marines, under my command, be vain 
enough to suppose, that without the aiding hand of 
Providence, such result could have 4>een effected, and 
with a los§ so comparatively small ; and though I shall 
’ever* sympathise with the connexions of those that fell, 
the reflection on the cause will, I hope, afford much 
consolation. To spbak individually on the conduct of 
any one, would bo injurious to ajl ; for all were equally 
animated with the same . zealous ardor in support of 
their king and country. Yet, possessed of these feel- 
ings, I cannot be silent without injustice to the firm 
and manly support for which 1 was indebted to Cap- 
tain Keates, and the effect that the system of disci- 
pline and good order, in which I found the Superb 
must ever prbduce ; and the pre-eminence of the Bri- 
tish seamen could never be more conspicuous than in. 
this contest/ 

The subjoined curious anecdote of the behavior of 
d true English game-cock during this engagement is 
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related on the authority, of an officer belonging to the 
Superb. ** On the poop-deck of that ship was a large 
Wooden fabric, forming an oblong hollow square, and 
60 ’ constructed, that the upper apartments served for 
'marine arms, and-the low^r for poultry ; now it hap- 
pened, in the very hottest of the engagement, whilst 
we were closely engaged with the three decker (lTmpe- 
riale) that a 42-pounder double- headed shot broke 
through this useful compound structure,. destroying no 
less than 27 stand of arms, as it since appeared, and 
making terrible hayoc among the feathered race ; 
splinters, bayonets, broken muskets, &c. &c. prevail- 
ed in all directions. When lo ! from the midst of this 
** confusion worse confounded,” up sprung this gal- 
lant cock, till then “ unknown to Fame;” and perched 
on the spanker-boom, crowing exultingly. Another 
shot 'Cutting the boom in two close at his feet, now 
drove him from his post. Indignantly retreating a 
few' paces aft on the broken poop, again he fixed his 
Stand ; and thence, ever and anon was heard his cla- 
rion voice to sound amid the* 4 din of war.” This ap- 
pears strange, you will say, and yet it is not altoge- 
ther singular — a circumstance, nearly similar, I have 
heard, took place in the Marlborough on the memora- 
ble first of June, 1794 : I say nearly similar, because 
in that - instance the bold bird was sound though not 
safe — whereas our little hero was found, on examina- 
tion, to have received many severe contusions, and to 
have lost an eye, ere he extricated himself from the 
melancholy ruins of his house, and the sad wreck of 
his mangled messmates. Hardly bad the battle ceased 
when some of the brave men whose dangers he had 
thu| shared, introduced to our notice, with an ear- 
t 2 
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nest request to save him from the dire hand of our 
poulterer. Soon we saw him caressed by all, and deco- 
rated with rings ‘and ribbons. Never is he to die the 
death so common to his kind — and this he seems to 
know ; for so perfectly tame is he become, that he will 
perch and crow on one's arm, feed from the hand, and 
even admit, without fear, of being fondled like the 
gentlest lap-dog." 

After the action, the water being too deep to anchor 
in the Bay of St. Domingo, it was requisite to bring 
to, with the prizes, to, repair damages, put the ships 
in a manageable state, and shift the prisoners, which 
took til! the afternoon of the 7th ; when the admiral 
detached the Hon. Captain Stopford in the Spencer, 
with the Donegal and Atlas, which latter had lost her 
bowsprit, with the prizes to Jamaica. 

The Norhumberland, having been fitted with a 
jury main-mast, Admiral Cochrane returned to hit 
command on the windward Island station, accompa- 
nied by the Agamemnon ; and Admiral Duckworth, 
himself, proceeded to Jamaica, with the Canopus, 
Acasta, and Magicienne. The prizes, after being re- 
paired were sent to England, but Le Brave had suffer- 
ed so severely in the engagement that she foundered 
on her passage. The crpw, who had been three days 
and three nights at the pumps, were all saved except 
three. In commendation of this ship, however, her 
name was given to the Formidable, captured in No^ 
vember, 1805, by Sir R. J. Strachan. 

The thanks of both houses of parliament were voted 
to the officers and men engaged in this glorious scene, 
A pension of 2000/. per annum, was voted to^ Vice- 
admiral Sir J. T. Duckworth, and the order 'of th« 
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Bath was conferred on Rear-admirals Louis and Coch- 
rane. The committe of the Patriotic Fund resolved 
to present a vase of the value of four hundred pounds, 
ornamented with emblematical devifces and an appro- 
priate inscription, to the former ; vases of the value of 
three hundred pounds each, with appropriate inscrip- 
tions to the two latter. A sword of the value of one 
hundred pounds, or a vase of the same value, to each 
of the captains and commanders ; the sum of one hun- 
dred pounds to each of the lieutenants of his Majesty's 
navy, captains of Royal Marines, and other officers, in 
the second class of his Majesty's proclamation for the 
distribution of prize-money, who were severely wound- 
ed ; and the gum of fifty pounds to each officer of the 
same rank slightly wounded ; the sum of fifty pounds 
to each of the officers in the third class, severely wound- 
ed ; and the sum of thirty pobnds to each officer of 
the same rank, slightly wounded ; the sum of forty 
pounds to each of the officers in the fourth class, se- 
verely wounded ; and the surfi of twenty-five pounds 
to each officer of the same rank, slightly wounded ; 
the sum of forty pounds to every seaman or marine 
whose wounds may be attended with disability or Toss 
of a limb ; the sum of twenty pounds to each seaman 
or hiarine severely wounded ; and the sum of ten 
pounds to each seaman or marine slightly wounded ; 
and that relief should be afforded to the widows, or- 
phans, parents, and relatives, depending for support 
on the officers, petty-officers, seamen, and marines* 
who fell in the engagement, as soon as their respective 
situations should be made known to the committee. 

On the 14th of January, Admiral Sir J. Borlase 
Warden sailed from Portsmouth with a squadron of 
t 3 
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seven sail pf the line, two frigates, twd brigs and a cut- 
ter. The gallant admiral’s flag was now flying on 
board the Foudroyant, of 80 guns. He arrived off 
Madeira on the 15th of the following month, and con- 
tinued cruizing for some time off the Cape de Verd 
Islands. The London, of 9$ guns, commanded by 
Sir Harry Burrard Neale, being a bad sailer was sta- 
tioned to windward of the squadron ; and about two 
o'clock in the morning of the 13th of March, was be- 
tween two or three miles distant from the other ships, 
when she observed two strange sail crossing the fleet 
on a different tack. The necessary signals were ac- 
cordingly made, and the admiral directed the squadron 
to wear likewise on the larboard tack. At day-light 
he made the signal for a general chace. By this time 
the London had opened her fire with the largest of the 
enemy's ships, which proved to be the Marengo, of SO 
guns, commanded by Admiral Linois, and the Belle 
Poule, of 40 guns. The enemy endeavored to escape, 
but the London kept up a running fire upon them till 
half past seven, when the Amazon frigate, of 36 guns. 
Captain Parker, being the advanced ship, likewise pur- 
sued and engaged the Belle Poule, which was attempt- 
ing to bear away. 

S Sir H. B. Neale having closed with his antagonist an 
obstinate conflict ensued. So well directed was the 
fire of the London, that ail the officers and men on the 
quarter-deck of the Marengo were either killed or 
wounded. In the mean time a running fight ensued 
between the Amazon and Belle Poule ; Captain Par- 
ker, the commander of the former, having been obliged 
to run so far to leeward of the MareDgo, to avoid the 
► fire of her heavy metal, that he was unable to close 
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with his antagonist £o soon as he wished. The action 
between the frigates continued nearly two hours, with-, 
in musket-shot, the Amazon being unable to approach 
nearer. The remainder of the; British squadron kept 
fast approaching. The Rarnilies being a prime sailer 
first came up with the combatants'. Just as she was 
about to pass the London, the latter poured in another 
broadside which made dreadful havoc among the ene- 
my, above twenty of whim were killed or wounded 
by that fire alone. Her brave crew then cheered the 
Rarnilies as she passed; the latter immediately re- 
turned the compliment, and placed herself bet ween the 
London and the Marengo. The enemy fired but one 
shot at her in that situation, /which was not returned 
by her crew, who had orders not to fire till they came 
within pistol shot. The French admiral perceiving 
that farther resistance would be vain, struck his colors, 
on which the first lieutenant of the Rarnilies went on 
board and took possessionof his ship. A few minutes 
afterwards tbe Belle Poule followed the example of the 
Marengo.* In this conflict the French ships^had 65 
killed, and 80 wounded ; amoDg the latter were Ad- 
miral Linois, his son, and his first captain M. Vrig- 
naud. The London had ten killed and 18 wounded, 
and the Amazon four killed and six wounded, The 
only officer killed on board the London was Mr. Wfi 
Rooke midshipman, son of Sir Giles Rooke, one of 
the judges of the Court of Common Pleas. The Ama- 
zon lost her first lieutenant, Mr. R. Seymour, and Mr* 
Prior second lieutenant of rharines* After the action 
Sir J. B. Warren put into Port Praya, in the island 6f 
St. Jago, to refit,, and after encountering a tremen- 
dous storm, in whic^i the Marengo lost 'all her ,mastsj 
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he arrived safe at Spithead with his' prizes on the 14tb 
of May. 

On the mornipg of the 29th of January, the Bruizer 
gun-brig, of 14 guns, stationed in the Downs, and 
commanded by Lieutenant Smithies, discovered a lug- 
ger hovering about, as he afterwards found, with intent 
to board. The Bruizer bearing up, she made all sail, 
but was taken after a chace of seven hours, in which 
the crew hove most of their gun-carriages, stores, and 
provisions, overboard. She proved to be the im- 
promptu privateer, of Bologne, a remarkably fine ves- 
sel, with a complement of 50 men and 15 guns, two 
only of which were mounted. 

On the same day the gun-brig Growler, Lieutenant 
T. Nesbit, in company with the Attack, Lieutenant 
T. Swain, fell in with and captured Le Voltigeur, lug- 
ger-privateer, of St. Maloe's, pierced for 14 guns, but 
having only six 9-pounders on board with a comple- 
ment of : 66 men.* Having learned that another lugger, 
then in sight was also an enemy's privateer of a simi- 
lar description, nothing was left undone to come up 
with her, and after r circular chase of nine hours, 
Lieutenant Swain got alongside and captured her. She 
proved to be Le Sorcier, of St. Al aloe's, with 60 men 
and 14 guns, ten of which were thrown overboard 
during the chace. 

On the morning of the 2d of February the Druid 
of 32 guns, Captain Broke captured, after a chase 
of 90 miles, the French privateer, Prince Murat of 
18 gun3 and 127 then, a coppered ship and a fast 
sailer. 

Lieutenant Usher, cruizing in the Colpoys, hired brig, 
of 16 guns, off the coast of Spain, receiving informa- 
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tion that three Spanish gun-luggers, of two guns each* 
with soldiers, besides their crews on board, laden with 
steel and flax, had taken shelter io the harbour of 
Avillas, under protection of a battery of six 24-pound- 
crs, determined to go into that port and cut them out, 
if possible, with his boats. On the 2 1 st of March, be-t 
iug off the above harbour, and it being calm, the Cok 
poys could make little way, but in a few hours a bree 2 Q 
springing up, the boats manned and armed, rowed to*r 
wards the three luggers, (who were anchored close un* 
der the battery), and the Colpoys stood in to annoy 
the battery and cover the boats. The British tara 
bravely boarded them, notwithstanding a most heavy „ 
fire of cannon and musquetry from both the battery 
and luggers, cut their cables, and brought them fafe 
out under the stern of the Colpoys. The Spanish sok 
diers jumped overboard soon after the attack of our 
seamen, and scrambled ashore on the rocks. The Cok 
poys was much cut in her sails and rigging. The 
boats bad two men wounded, but not badly, in the 
above affair. " < 

The Hon. Captain Paget, commanding L’Egyptk 
tenne, of 40 guns, cruizing off Cape Finisfcerre, having 
recei ved intelligence of a French privateer being in the 
harbour of Muros, resolved to seize the first opportnr 
nity of gaining possession of her. He accordingly 
anchored off the porti on the evening of the 8th of 
March, and dtent the boats to endeavor to cut her out. 
Though she was moored close to the beach, and under 
the prdtection of two batteries, which kept up an in- 
cessant fire, the attempt was crowned with complete 
success. She proved to be L’Alcide of Bourdeaux, 
a frigate-built ship, pierced for 34 guns, only twa ; 
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years old, and had, when last at sea, a complement of 
240 men. 

Captain Lord Cochrane, of the Pallas frigate, of 
32 guns, attached to the squadron commanded by 7 
Vice-admiral Thprnborough off Rochefort, received 
intelligence that several vessels were lying in the river 
Garonne. He therefore proceeded thither, and a little 
after dark, on the evening of the 6th of April, the 
, Pallas was anchored close to the shoal of Cordovan. 
About three* o'clock, the national corvette, La \Tapa- 
guese, of 14 long twelve-pounders and 9£ men, which 
had the guard, was boarded, carried, and cut out, 
about twenty miles above the shoals, within two heavy 
batteries, in spite of all resistance, by the first lieute- 
nant, Mr. Haswell, Mr. Sutherland, the master, 
Messrs. Perkins, Crawford, and Thompson, together 
with the quarter-masters, and such of the seamen, the 
Serjeant, and marines, as were fortunate enough to 
find place in the boats. The tide of flood ran strong 
at day-light on the 6th ; La Tapaguese made sail, a 
general alarm was given ; a sloop of war followed, 
an, action continued, often within hail, till, by the 
same bravery by which the Tapaguese was carried, the 
sloop qf war, which had been before saved by the ra- 
pidity of the current alone, after about an hour's fir- 
ing, was compelled to sheer off, having suffered as much 
in the hull as the Tapaguese in the rigging. 

. The same morning, while the Pallas w«& lying at an- 
chor, waiting for the boats which did not return till 
the morning of the 9th, three shipswere observed bear- 
ing down towards her, making many signals; they were 
soon perceived to be enemies. In a few minutes, the 
anchor was weighed ; and with the remainder of the 
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officers and crew, the chased, drove on shore, and 
wrecked, one national 24-gun ship, one of 22 guns, 
and La Malicieuse, a beautiful corvette, of 18 guns; 
their masts went by the board, and they were involved 
in a sheet of spray. 

The vessels taken or destroyed in this spirited enter- 
prize, were La Tapageuse, of 14 guns and 95 men— 
taken; La Malicieuse, of 18 guns — wrecked; Impe- 
rial ship, of 24 guns — wrecked ; Imperial ship, of 22 
guns — wrecked. It must excite the highest astonish- 
ment that the whole of this business, was effected al- 
most without loss on the part of the Pallas, which had 
noite killed and only three wounded. 

Oh the 9th of April, Captain Brace of the Virginie, 
of 38 guns, fell in with, and captured the Spanish 
schooner privateer, Vengador, mounting 14 guns, and 
having a complement of 82 men. 

On the l6th of the same month, Captain Allan; of 
the Hind revenue cutter, having received information 
at Sicily, that a vessel had been captured off that Island 
by a French brig privateer, of 14 guns, immediately 
got under weigh, *od proceeded to sea. On the 18tb, 
‘had the satisfaction of falling in with hdr ; she hoisted 
American colors, and allowed the Hind to approach ; 
fired a broadside and a volley of musketry ; then, with 
a crowd of sail, she attempted to get off, on her supe- 
rior .sailing ; but, after a chase from nine u. m. till 
twelve, and a running fight from twelve to three, she 
struck. She proved to be L'Intrepide of St. Maloe's, 
of 1 4 guns, eight of which had been previously put 
into the hold, Joseph Boursia commander, who, with 
two of the enemy, were killed, and two dangerously 
wounded. She had captured four vessels, one of which, 
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teas afterwards retaken by the Confiaoce. The Hind 
tad none killed or wounded, and sustained no other 
damage than in her sails and rigging. . 

. On the morning of the 28th of March, Captain J, 
W. Loring, in, the Niobe, of 38 guns, discovered three 
French frigates and a brig standing out of L’Orient. 
He immediately gave chase, in the hope of finding an 
opportunity to attack them separately, and at ten at 
night came up with, and took possession of the stem* 
most, the national corvette, Le Marque, of 16 guns 
and 96 men, which had sailed from L’Orient the 
same morning victualled and stored for -five months. 

On the 19 th of Aprils Lieutenant Usher, in the Col- 
poys, hired brig, standing along the French shore, be- 
tween the Glenans and Isle Groer, with the A-ttack in 
company, perceived two chase marees at anchor, in 
the entrance pf the river Donillan, and which, upon 
their approach, quitted their anchorage and ran up 
the river. Finding it necessary to silence a two-gun 
battery before the boats could get to 'them, Lieute- 
nant Usher, landed with twelve men from 'each brig, 
and, after a short skirmish, got j^ossession of, and 
nailed up the guns, (twelve-pounders) ; he afterwards 
brought the vessels down the river, and destroyed the 
signal post of Donillan. The only damage the vessels 
sustained was having some of their standing, running 
rigging, and sails cut , 

On the 26 th of the same month, as Captain Collier, 
of the Minerva, of 3 6 guns, was waiting in Finisterre 
Bay for moderate- weather, and the junction of bis 
Majesty’s gun-brig. Conflict, Lieutenant J. B. Batt, 
to cut out some small craft lying under the town, a 
French privateer lugger rounded the Cape, and im- 
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mediately wore* and stood to sea. At eleven, p . m . 
after a chase of nearly sixty miles, she was boarded by , 
Lieutenant Batt, and proved to be the French lugger 
Finisterre, of fourteen guns and fifty-two men, com- 
manded by Mons. Michel Dence. 

On the 1st of Nfay„ Captain Broke, in the Druid, 
fell in' with a ^French brig corvette, which, after a run 
of 1 60 miles, he chased into the squadron of Rear 
Admiral Stirling, where she was brought to. She 
proved to be Le Pandour, of 1 8 guns, two of which 
. were thrown overboard during the chace, and 1 14? 
men, commanded by M. Malingre, capitaine de vais- 
seau, from Senegal, bound to France. ' 

Lord Cochrane, the gallant commander of the Pal- 
las frigate, having observed that the French trade on 
the west coast, was kept in port, in a great measure 
by their knowledge of the exact situation of his Majes- 
ty's cruizers, constantly announced' at the signal- posts, 

' it appeared to him to be some object, as there was no- 
thing better in view, to endeavour to stop this prac- 
tice. Accordingly the two posts at La Pointe de la 
Roche were demolished ; next, that of Caliola ; then, 
two iu L’Ance de Repos, one , of which Lieutenant 
Haswell and Mr. Hillier, the gunner, tqok in * a neafcr 
style from upwards of 100 militia. The marines and 
boats' crews behaved exceedingly well ; all the flags 
- were brought off, and the houses built by government, 
burnt to the ground — On the 9th of May, the zeal of 
Lieutenant Norton of the Frisk cutter, and Lieutenant 
Gregory of the Contest gun-brig, induced them to vo- 
lunteer to flank the battery on Point d'Equilon, while 
the Pallas attacked it by land in the rear, but it was 
carried at once ; and one of 50 .men, who were station- 
vol. v. u 
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ed to three 36-pounders, was made prisoner,, tjie rest 
escaped. The battery was laid in ruins, guns spiked, 
carriages bjurnt, barrack and magazine blown up, and 
all the shells thrown into the sea. The signal-post of 
L’Equilon, together, with the houBe, shared the fate 
of. the gun-carriages ; the convoy got into a river be- 
yond the reach of our enterprizing tars, only three of 
whom were wounded in these attacks. 

A few days afterwards the same intrepid officer 
was engaged in one of the most gallant actions perform- 
ed during the war. The Pallas being the in-sbore 
look-out frigate attached to the squadron of Vice-ad- 
miral Thornborougb, off Rochfort, on the evening of 
the i4th of May, brought a large French frigate, of 
40 guns and upwards, to close action in the mouth of 
the harbour, and ip sight of the whole of their squa- 
dron, under the battery of L'Isle d'Aix, having pre- 
viously cannonaded a large French brig, which struck 
be r Imperial colors to the Pallas. Lord Cochrane re- 
served his fire for the frigate until the muzzles of his 
guns touched the Frenchman's, when he discharged 
his whole broadside, f<W shot in every gun, plump 
at him, which had the most complete effect ; the ene- 
my's fire being silenced, his decks cleared, and his 
dastardly crew to a man quitted their quarters ; the 
French captaiq only on the quarter-deck, shaking his 
sword at Lord Cochrane. Observing the situation of 
their consort, two others of the enemy's heavy frigates 
immediately slipped their cables and bore down to her 
assistance. The Pallas having lost her fore-top-mast, 
and receded considerable injury in her sails and rig- 
gjqg, byj the shock she received in coming in contact 
with the enemy, and 1 the frigates approaching her fast, 
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she was reluctantly compelled to quit her ^vell-earped 
prize, and resign the honor of adding one of the finest 
frigates in France to the list of the British navy. A 
trait in the noble conduct of the heroic commander of 
the Pallas is worthy of remark : when the two ships 
were on board each other, his lordship skilfully order- 
ed his bower anchor to be cut away on board the 
Frenchman, to secure him and tow him out with 
the help of a spring, which was actually done. The 
enemy might judge the size of our little frigate, by the 
English anchor, (if shame did hot induce them to 
throw it overboard) as the Pallas was obliged to cut 
the cable, and leave this token of possession behind ' 
her. In this conflict the Pallas had one man killed 
"and two wounded. The Pallas was taken in tow by 
the Kingfisher sloc F , brought out to sea, and joined 
the squadron next morning. Having been supplied 
with another top-mast, &c. she was sent back to re- 
sume her station* 

The tender of the Surinam brig, mounting only fotfr 
swivels and four musketoons, with iO men, command- 
ed by first-lieutenant R 06 S, was becalmed on tb£ 17th 
of May, withiri two miles of Bilboa Castle ; two armed 
boats, with 30 soldiers in each, besides seamen, were 
sent out to capture this small vessel ; but met with 
such a noble resistance, as to sink one of the boats, 
and every person in her was either killed or wound- 
ed : which so intimidated the crew of the other, os to 
make her sheer off, having six men killed. Five arrtt- 
ed boats more were now rowing out to renew the at- 
tack, when most fortunately a breeze of wind sprung 
up, which relieved thia gallant little crew from so ub- 
: equal a combat. The brave Lieutenant Ros?, and tw* 
V 2 
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seamen were wounded. * A short time previous to this 
event the boats of the Surinam, had cut three Spanish 
schooners out of the harbour of Bilboa. 

Captain Collier of the Minerva, being detached by 
Rear-admiral Harvey, commanding a squadron off 
Cape Finisterre, to annoy the enemy’s "trade along the 
Spanish coast, near Ferrol and Vigo, and having rea- 
son to believe that there were some lugger privateers 
in Finisterre Bay, under the protection of the fort, 
dispatched two boats on the dight of /the 22 d of June, 
to scour the bay. From among the volunteers for 
this service, it fell to the lot of Lieutenant Mulcaste'r, 
first-lieutenant, accompanied by Lieutenant Menzies, 
of the royal marines, to command the cutter; the 
barge was directed by Lieutenant Ogle Moore* The 
first object of these brave officers, was the fort, 
mounting eight, brass guns, twenty-four and twelve- 
• pounders, which commanded the vessels. This was 
carried in a most neat and masterly manner by the 
bayonet and pike, before the guard bad either time 
to raise the drawbridge dr discharge a 12-pounder, 
which had been brought to face the gate, (a fishing- 
boaf having apprised them of the approach of our 
boats), part of the Spanish guard laid down their 
arms; the rest escaped. As the day began to 
dawn, and as the men were much harassed from 
a long row to the shore, and a fatiguing march 
over a heavy sand, the party were obliged to confine 
themselves to spiking the guns, and throwing some of 
them into the sea, before they took possession of 
the vessels. These consisted of five Spanish luggers 
and chasse marges, mostly laden with wine, bound to 
to Ferrol and Corunna, which they carried off in 
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triumph, aud rejoined the Minerya. This service was 
executed without a man being hurt, though the boats 
on their return, during a calm of nearly three hours^ 
were exposed to the fire of a two-gun battery, from a 
hill to the southward of the town. 

On the 19th of July, the Blanche, of 38 guns. Cap- 
tain Lavie, fell in off the Eerro islands, with LaGue^- 
riere French frigate,, of 50 guns and 317 men, com- 
manded by M. Hubert, a tnember of the Legion of 
Honor. This ship was one of the three which escaped 
out of L’Orient, on the '28th of March, and steering 
in a northern direction, had proceeded towards Green- 
land, for the purpose of annoying tt^e British ships en- 
gaged in the fisheries. In the accomplishment of this 
design they had been but too successful; La Guerrierp 
alone having taken eight of those vessels. Notwith- 
standing her great superiority of force, the Blanche im- 
mediately brought her to action,, and, after a sharp 
contest of forty-five minutes, compelled her to strike. 
The fire of the Blanche made great havoc among he^r 
crew, twenty of whom were killed and thirty wound- 
ed ; while the damages of the English vessel were eon- 
fined to her top-masts, rigging, and sails ; a lieute- 
nant and three marines wounded. The Blanche pro- 
ceeded with her prize Yarmouth, His Majesty 
conferred the honor of knighthood on Captain Lavie 
for his gallantry on this occasion. 

We shall now proceed} to aeurvey of the operation^ 
in the Mediterranean, during the first part of tbeyeajr 
1806 . , } 
Admiral ColUngwood, the commai>der-in -chief op 
tl»6 station, having . received* intelligence, that some 
French frigate* mti&p&of Cadiz; r wfy to put 
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to sea, kept the Hydra frigate and Moselle sloop close 
off the port for the purpose of watching them narrowly. 
The squadron remained at the distance of about ten 
leagues, till, on the 23d of February, a strong Levant 
wind came on, and drove it on the 26 th, as far 
to the westward as Cape St. Mary. The same 
night, at nine o'clock, the look-out ships standing in 
shore with a strong easterly wind discovered the ene- 
my's squadron of frigates already outside of them. 
Captain G. Mundy of the Hydra, immediately bore 
rp, intending to steer on a parallel with the enemy, 
in order to watch their movements, and directed Cap- 
tain Gordon, of the Moselle, to give Lord Collirigwood 
information of the circumstance. Meanwhile the 
Hydra continued to gain upon the enemy. At half 
past two she had closed thbm considerably in conse- 
• quence of their having altered their course a point to 
.the- westward ; and observing one of them to be much 
'i^st^rn of the rest Captain Mundy thought it might be 
possible to cut her Off.- After a chase of twcr hours he 
came up with her, on which she tired a broadside and 
surrendered. She proved to be Le Fu ret, French 
man of war brig commanded^ M. Demay, lieutenant 
de vaisseau, mounting 1$ long nine-pounders, but 
pierced for 20 guns, of the largest dimensions and 
stored and victualled for five ! months. 

A squadron was meanwhile stationed off Cartbagena, 
for the purposeof watehkig ‘ the Spanish force in that 
harbour. Onthe 3d of April, two Spanish ships of 
the line, a frigate , and brig, came out of the port, 
having under their protection a few small coasters. 
The ships of the line and frigate gave chace to the 
Rtnommte, of 3$ guns, commanded by Sir Tbo* 
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mas Livingstone, while the brigand convoy steered 
along shore to the westward, the wind being N. E. 
Finding that the Renomm6e had left the Spanish ships 
a great distance a-stern, he made saiFas soon as it Was 
dark for Cape de Gatte, in the hope of cutting off the 
brig. At two, A. M. on the 4th, he saw the brig an- 
chor under Fort Calleraces, distant from it about two 
fables length. When he did get up, her fire was sooh 
silenced, and she was in his possession ; at half-past 
‘three, the batteries on the shore be^an to fire, and 
continued doing it tilL he was out of their range. In 
this affair his Majesty's ship' received little or no da- 
mage, and had op'ly two men wounded. The brig 
proved to be the Vigilante, belonging to his Catholic 
Majesty, commanded by Teniento de Navio Don Jo- 
seph Julian, mounting 18 guns, viz. twelve 1,2-pounders, 
long guns, and six 24-pounders, shorter, with a crew 
of 109 men, and well calculated for his Majesty's 
service. She had one man killed and three wounded. 
Her main mast went overboard soon after he took 
possession; and the foremast was near sharing the 
same fate ; the Reiiorhm6e, therefore, took her in tow, 
and carried her prize to Gibraltar. 

The French having, early in this year, driven the 
King of Naples from his throne, and reduced the whole 
of the continental possessions of that monarch, a squa- 
dron was detached by Lord Collingwood, under the 
command of Rear-admiral Sir Sydney Smith, to annoy 
the enemy on that coast. On his arrival there, at 
the latter end of April, that officer found things in the 
state that may be well imagined on the government 
being displaced from its capital, with the loss of one of 
the two kingd9»s, find the dispersion of the army as- 
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sembled in Calabria. He bad the satisfaction of learn- 
ing that Gaeta still held out, although as yet without 
succour, he therefore lost no time in supplying the most 
essential articles to Gaeta, and communicating to his 
Serene Highness the governor (on the Breach battery, 
which he never quitted) the assurance of further sup- 
port to any extent within his power, for the mainte- 
nance of that important fortress, so long preserved by 
his intrepidity and example. Things wore a new as*- 
spect immediately on the arrival of the ammunition ? 
the redoubled fire of the enemy with red-hot shot into 
the mole (being answered with redoubled vigour) did 
not prevent the landing of every thing that was 
brought* together with four of the Excellent’s lower- 
deck gtms, to answer this galling fire, which bore di- 
rectly on the landing-place. — A second convoy with 
the Intrepid, placed the garrison beyond the immedi- 
ate want of any thing essential, and the enemy from 
advancing his nearest approaches within 250 yards, was 
reduced to the defensive in a degree, dreading one of 
those sorties, which the Prince of Hesse had already 
shewn him his garrison was equal to, and which was 
become a much safer operation, now that the flanking 
fire of eight Neapolitan gun-boats which Sir Sydney 
had brought with him, in addition to four his High- 
ness had already used successfully, would cover it, 
even to the rear of the enemy’s trenches. Arrange- 
ments were put in train for this purpose, and, according 
to a wise suggestion of his Serene Highness, measures 
were taken for the embarkation of a small party from 
the garrison to land in the rear of the enemy’s batteries 
to the northward. The British admiral confided the 
’ execution of the naval part of this arrangement to Cap* 
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tain Richardson, of his Majesty’s ship Juno, putting 
the Neapolitan frigate and gun-boats under his orders. 
His Serene Highness possessing the experience of Eu- 
ropean warfare, and a most firm mind, Sir Sydney felt 
that he could quit the garrison without apprehension 
for its safety in such hands, and could best co-operate 
with him, by drawing some of the attacking force off 
for the defence of Naples. He accordingly proceeded 
thither with the line-of-battle ships Pompee* Excel- 
lent, Athenienne, and Intrepid. The enemy's appre- 
hension of attack occasioned them to convey some of 
the battering train from the trenches before Gaeta to 
Naples. The city was illuminated on account of Jo- 
seph Buonaparte proclaiming bimself King of the Two 
Sicilies The junction of the Eagle made five sail of 
the line, and it would have been easy for their fire to 
, have interrupted this ceremony and shew of festivity, 
but Sir Sydney considered that the unfortunate in- 
habitants had evil enough on them ; that the restora- 
tion of the capital to its lawful sovereign and its fugi- 
tive inhabitants would be no gratification if it should 
be found a heap of ruins, ashes, and bones, and that as 
be had no force to land and keep order, in case of the 
French army retiring to the fortresses, he should leave 
an opulent city a prey to the licentious part of the 
community, who would not fail to profit by the con- 
fusion the fiames would occasion ; not a gun was fired : 
but no such consideration operated on his mind to pre- 
vent his dislodging the French garrison from the island 
of Capri, which, from its situation, protecting the 
coasting communication southward, was a great object 
for the enemy to keep. The admiral accordingly sum- 
moned the French Commandant to surrender ; on his 
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non-acquiescence, he directed Captain Row ley * in the 
Eagle, to cover the landing of marines and boat's 
crews, and caused an attack to be made under his or- 
ders. That brave officer placed his ship judiciously, 
nor did he open his file till she was secured, and his 
distance marked by the effect of musquetry on his 
quarter-deck, where the first heu tenant fell wounded, 
and a seaman was killed. An hours fire from both 
decks of the Eagle (between nine and ten o'clock) 
with that of two Neapolitan mortar-boats, drove the 
enemy from the vineyards within their own walls ; the 
marines and, seamen mounted the steps ; for such was 
their road, headed by the officeis, nearest to the nar- 
row pass, by which alone they could ascend. Captain 
Staner commanding the Athenienne’s marines gallantly 
pressing forward gained t}>e heights, and the French 
Commandant fell by his hand : this event being known, 
the enemy beat a parley ; a letter from the second in 
command claimed the terms offered, the capitulation 
was signed, and the garrison allowed to march out 
and pass over to Naples with every honor of war, after 
the interment of their former brave commander with 
due respect. The English thus became masters of this 
important post. The enemy not having been allowed 
time to bring twopieces of heavy cannon with their am- 
munition to Capri, the boat containing them,, together 
with a boat loaded with limber for the construction of 
gun-boats at Castelamare, took refuge -at Massa, on 
the main land opposite to the island, where the guard 
had hauled the whole upon the beach. Sir Sydney 
detached the two mortar- boats and a Gaeta privateer, 
under the orders of Lieutenants Faliverne and Rivera, 
to bring them off, sending only Mr. Williams, midship- 


Digitized by v^.ooQle 



OR, REGISTER OP NAVAL ACTIONS. 2 27 

man of the Pompee, from the squadron, on purpose 
to let the Neapolitans have the credit of the action, 
which they fairly obtained ? for, after dislodging the 
enemy from a strong tower, they not only brought off 
the boats and two 35-pounders, but the powder (20 
barrels) from the magazine of the tower, before the 
enemy assembled in force. 

The projected sorties from Gaeta, took place on the 
13th and 15th of May, in the morning, in such a manner 
as to reflect the highest credit on the part of the garrison ' 
and naval force employed — The covering fire from the 
fleet was 'judiciously directed by Captains Richardson 
and Vicuna. On the 23d, obtaining intelligence that 
the enemy had two 36-pounders in a small vessel on 
the beach at Sealea, Sir Sydney sent the Pompee's 
boats in for them ; but the French troops were too 
well posted in the houses of the town, for them to suc- 
ceed without the cover of the ship. He accordingly 
stood in with the Pompee; sent a message for the in- 
habitants to withdraw ; which being done, a few of 
the Pompee's lower deck guns cleared the town and 
neighboring, hills, while the launch, commanded by 
Lieutenant Mouraylian, with Lieutenant Oats, of the/ 

* marines, and Mr. Williams, drove the French with 
their armed adherents from the guns, and took pos- 
session of the castle, and of them. Finding, on land- * 
ing, that the town was tenable against any force the 
enemy could bring against him, from the nearest garri- 
son, in a given time, the admiral took post with the 
marines ; and, under cover of their position, by the r 
extreme exertions of Lieutenant Carrol, Mr. Ives, 
master, and the* petty officer and boats* crews, the 
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guns were conveyed to the Pompee, with twenty- tw# 
barrels of powder. 

On the 17 tli of April, Captain Prowse, in the Sirius, 
of 36’ guns, being a few leagues to the eastward of 
Civita Vecchia, received intelligence that a French 
force was to have sailed the same morning from that 
place for Naples. He crowded a press of sail in the 
same direction, and abbut four P. M. the enemy were 
seen from the mast-head near the shore. Op closing 
with them, just after sun- set, Captain Prowse had the 
satisfaction to find them in compact order of battle, 
within two leagues of the mouth of the Tiber, near a 
dangerous shoal, lying-to with resolution to await 
the attack. Their force consisted of the following ves- 
sels : — ' 

Ship, La Bergere, eighteen 12-pounders, one 30- 
pound carronade, and 189 men. 

Brig, L’Abeille, eighteen p-pounders, two 36-pound 
carronades, and l 60 men. 

Brig, La Legere, twelve 9-pounders. 

Brig, Le Janus, twelve 9*pounders 

Bombard, La Victoire, twelve 18 and two 68-pound 
carronades. 

Cutter, La Gauloise, four 4-pounders, and one 36- 
pound carronade. 

Gun- ketch, La Jalouse, of the same force. 

— ■■■■ - — La Geptille, ditto. 

La Provencale, ditto. 

Notwithstanding this disparity, the gallant Captain 
Prowse bore down upon the enetny, and at seven 
o’clock, being within pistol-shot, he opened a vigorous 
fire upon their ships. The engagement was long and 
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obstinate. After an incessant fire of two hours, the 
commodore' of flie hostile squadron, hailed the Sirius, 
announcing his surrender. His determined resistance, 
together with the dangers of the shore, and the crippled 
condition of the Sirius, and the darkneisis of the night, 
prevented Captain Piowse from pursuing the remain- 
der of the flotilla, though several of them were much 
disabled, and had been compelled, a short time before 
the commodore struck, to cease their fire and sheer 
off. The Rergere, the captured vessel, command- 
ed by Chaney Duolves, capitaine de fregate, and a 
member of the Legion of Honor, was a remarkably 
fine vessel and a good sailer. in this - conflict the 
Sirius had nine killed, including Mr. William Adair, 
the master's mate and nephew of her brave com- 
mander and 20 wounded. The loss of the enemy is 
not stated. 

‘On the mqrning of the 4th of May, the boats of 
the Renomm£e and Nautilus, under the direction^of 
Lieutenant Sir, William Parker, of the former vessel, 
gallantly boarded, and carried the Giganta, Spanish 
schooner, of nine guns, and thirty-eight men,' though 
she was lying under the guns of the town and tower of 
Vieja, and defended by the fire of more than one hun- 
dred musketry. In this affair the English had one 
midshipman and six men wounded, and the Spaniards 
nine wounded, one of them mortally. 

We now proceed to notice the principal naval oc- 
currences in the West Indies.* 

Captain Dashwood, in the Franchise, of SfTguns, 
having received information from a neutral, that seve- 
ral Spanish vessels had arrived in the Bay of Cam- 
peachy, conceived it possible, from the knowledge he 
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bad of the place, that they might be cut out without 
tnoch risk. He accordingly proceeded thither, and in 
the evening of the 6th of January, anchored the Fran- 
chise in quarter-less-four-fathoms, abreast of the towu 
of Campeachy ; and as it was impossible, from the 
shallowness of tbe water, to approach nearer to the 
shore than five leagues, he dispatched the senior offi- 
cer, Lieutenant John Fleming, accompanied by Lieu- 
tenant P. G. Douglas, the third Lieutenant Mends, 
of the marines, and Messrs. Daly* Lamb, Chalmers, 
and Hamilton, midshipmen, in three boats, with or- 
ders to scour the bay, and bring off such of the ene- 
my's *.es$els as they might fall in with. But, from the 
distance they had to row, joined to the darkness of the 
night, and the uncertainty of their position, it was four 
o'clock in the morning before they could possibly ar- 
rive, long after the rising of the moon, which unfortu- 
nately gave the enemy warning of their approach, and 
ample time for preparation, even to the tricing up of 
their boarding-nettings, and f rejecting sweeps, to pre- 
sent the boats from coining alongside ; and although 
the alarm was thus given from one end of the bay to 
the other, and instantly communicated to the castle 
on shore, yet notbiug conld damp the ardor and gal- 
lantry of the officers and crew, who had volunteered 
on this, (as it ultimately proved) hazardous service; 
for that instant, twp of his Catholic Majesty’s brigs, 
one of 20 guns, and ISO men, the other of 12 guns, 
and 90 men, accompanied by an armed schooner of 
eight, and supported by seven gun-boats, of two guns 
each, slipped their, cables, and commenced a most se- 
vere and heavy cannonading on the three boats, which 
must soon have annihilated them, had not Lieutenant: 
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Fleming, with great presence of mind, and unchecked 
ardor, most* boldly dashed on, and instantly laid the 
nearest brig on board, , He was so quickly supported 
by Lieutenant Douglas io tie barge, and Mr, Lamb 
in the pinnace, that they carried her in ten minutes, 
notwithstanding the very powerful resistance they met 
with. The whole of this little flotilla pursued them 
for some distance, keeping up a constant firing of guns 
and musketry, which was so smartly returned both by 
the brig and boats, that they soon retired to their for- 
merposition, leaving Lieutenaut Fleming in quiet pos- 
session oL his prize, which proved to be the Spanish 
brig Haposa, pierced for 10, but only 12 guns mount- 
ed, exclusive of qohorns, swivels, and numerous small 
arms, with a complement of 90 men, but only 75 ac- 
tually on board ; the Captain, Don Joaquin de la 
Cbeva, with tbe senior lieutenant, the civil officers and 
a Boat's crew, being absent on shore. She appeared 
to be almost a new vessel, coppered, a good sailer, 
and admirably calculated for his Majesty's service# 
This business was performed without the loss of a sin- 
gle man on the part of the English, and only se- 
ven slightly wounded. The enemy had an officer 
and tour men killed, many jumped overboard and x 
were drowned, and the commanding officer and 25 
wounded.' The whole of these were humanely sent by 
Captain Dashwood, with a flag of truce on shore, 
where they could receive better attendance than it was 
possible to afford them on board. 

On the 1 7 th of February, Captain Youiighuaband, 
in the lieureux, of 24 guns, fell in with the French 
.privateer La Bel lone, mounting 14 nine-pounders, and 
having on board 117 raeu, which he captufed after 
x 2 
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a short chace. The Bellone had on board 8000 dol- 
lars being her owners share of a prize which she had 
carried into Cayenne. 

T he same ship cm the 8th of March, fell in with the 
' French privateer Le Huron , of 18 guns and 1 30 men. 

As soon as the Heureux had come alongside of her, 

. the enemy opened a smart fire, which was soon si- 
lenced, arid they were compelled to strike. The cap- 
fain, second lieutenant, and two men were killed and 
seven wounded* The Huron was afterwards purchased 
' by the inhabitants of the island of St. Christopher, 
and presented to government to be employed in that 
• sea. Her name was changed to the St. Christopher. 

At day-light, on the rimming of the 24th of March, 
Sir Ed ward Perry, in the Agamemnon, of 6-1 guns, 
discovered two sad, which -aj \. can'll to Le a fihy.dc in 
chace of a brig, steering large under a press of sail. 
The former he soon found to be the Carysfort, Cap- 
tain M‘Kenzie, who had been in chace thirty hours* 
end by the greatest attention and perseverance kept 
sight the whole night of the enemy who manoeuvre^ 
in a masterly style. Finding she could not cross the 
Agamemnon, she surrendered, and proved, to be the 
French national brig La Lutine, M. Crocquet Declia- 
teurs, commander, from L'Oricnt, bound to Marti- 
nique. She was a remarkably fine new vessel, quite 
new, and mounted 18 guns, two of which were thrown 
overboard during the^chace. She was taken into the 
Service and named the Hawke. 

On the 26th of the same month, Captain Ross, in 
La Pique of 36 guns, crossing over from Santa Domin- - 
go to Curacoa, fell in with two men of war brigs 
standing in for the land. As soon as he was within 
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long range, Captain Ros4 commenced firing to prevent 
their getting in with the shore,' and from the superipr 
sailing of La Pique, he closed with them at twop. *», 
when a most destructive fire ensued for about twenty 
minutes. Being favored by a flaw of wind the helm 
was put down, which placed La Pique immediately 
across the hawse of the commodore. She was instant* 
ly boarded, but every inch of her decks was defended 
with great obstinacy. The contest was very severe 
while it lasted, but in a few minutes the colors we$e 
hauled down, and after a few more broadsides, her 
companion likewise struck her colors. The prizes 
proved to be Xe Phaeton and Le Voltigeur, each of 
id guns and 130 men, beautiful vessels, and only nin$ 
months old. It was impossible for ships to be more 
gallantly defended, every thing being cut to pieces 
and one half of their crews killed and wounded. The 
loss of La Pique, was nine killed, including the master, 
and fourteen wounded ; among whom were the first 
third lieutenant. The former, Lieutenant Ward, 
w® lor his gallantry appointed, with the rank ©f 
Commander, to the Voltigeur, whose name was chang- 
ed to the Pelican ; as was that of her consort to the 
Mignonne. 

Towards the conclusion of May, the crew of the 
Dominica brig, of 14 guns, stationed off the island of 
.the same name, mutinied against their officers and 
carried the ship into Guadaloupe. Here she was imr 
^mediately equipped by General Ernouf, and sent with 
another vessel on an expedition against- thp shipping 
in Roseau Bay, Dominica. At the time of the mutiny 
the island was left without any immediate protec- 
tion and many very valuable sugar ships were moored 
x 3 ' 
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in the ba}\ On the re- appear* nee of the Domini- 
ca, the president prevailed on the captain of the Duke 
of MontrOse packet, which just then happened td 
be at fhe island, to receive on board a party of 
the 46th regiment and to give chace. Meanwhile 
Captain Bluett, in the Wasp, ol 18 guns, and the 
Cygnet of the same force commanded by Captain, 
Campbell having received intelligence of the approach 
of the enemy, immediately went in chase of them. 
The Wasp came up with and took the cutter, whose 
toame had been changed to the Napoleon, commanded 
by Vincent Gautier and having on board 73 men. The 
Duke of* Montrose brought the sclfooner to action, and 
after an engagement of three quarters of an hour, with- 
in musket and pistol shot, the enemy struck, on the 
approach of the Cygnet. The schooner was named 
the Imperial mounting one long 9-pounder, 'two 2 - 
pounders, and 65 men. The French General, Hor- 
tade, with a party of soldiers, was taken 00 board these 
vessels. 

On the 28th of May, Captain Cpghhm, in the Re- 
naud, of 18 guns, captured after a chace of 64 hours, 
the French national brig, Diligent, commanded by 
Captain Thevenard, carrying 16 guns, and a crew of 
125 men, charged with dispatches from Guadaloupe 
for France, which were thrown overboard during the 
cbace. 

On the North American station, Captain Hawker, 
of the Tartar, of 32 guns, in company with the Bac- 
chus cutter, fell in, on the ytb of June, with the French 
corvette L’Qbservateur, which struck after a resistance 
of a few minutes. She carried 1 8 &uns, though pierced 
for 20 * and 104 men; was commanded by Captain./ 
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Crozier, and victualled and stored for four month?. 
She had sailed on the 1,3th of May, from Cayenne, 
in company with 1/ Argus corvette of 20 guns^ which 
was directed to cruize near Bermuda. Commodore 
Beresford, the senior officer at Halifax, appointed the 
Hon. Lieutenant Crofton to act as commander of the 
prize, with officers and a complete crew, and sent her 
off Bermuda in quest of the Argus. 

Sir Samuel Hood, commanding the squadron sta- 
, tioned off Rochefort, having received intelligence that 
two French corvettes, with a convoy were lying in the 
/ entrance of the river Garonne, dispatched a boat from 
each of the line of^battle ships to attempt to cut them 
out. These being joined Ijy the three boats from the In^ 
defatigable, and three from the Iris, quitted the former, 
urrder the conduct of Lieutenant Sibly, of the Centaur, 
on the evening of the 15th of July. Le Caesar the 
largest corvette, of 18 guns, and 86 men, was boarded 
and carried in a style highly honorable to, the national 
character, after a severe conflict; the Frenchmen be- 
ing in every respect weft prepared and expecting thfe 
attack. The.western breeze springing up after the bpats 
left the Indefatigable, and blowing stronger as they ' 
advanced proved truly perplexing ; for it was the only 
circumstance that could have prevented the whole 
convoy from falling into the hands of the bold assail*'' 
apts. They took advantage of it, on' the first attack, 

. made sail, and escaped before the .wind and tide up 
the Garonne. The greater part of the . boats were 
either shot through or so badly stovfc that they were 
swamped and obliged to be cut adrift from the brig* 
From the unfavorable state of the wind and tide, the 
boat belonging to the Reveuge, with a midshipman 
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and eighteen men was driven up the'Oarrone, where 
her crew were made prisomrs. Including these, the 
loss of the British amounted to six killed, 3 6 wounded, 
and 21 missing. The gallant Lieutenant Sibly having 
received seven severe wounds from the pike and sabre, 
Lieutenant Parker took the command of the Caesar 
and worked her out past , the batteries, which, with 
the other brig kept up a constant cross fire on her for 
nearly two hours. 

On the 27 th of July/ the Mars, Captain Oliver, be- 
ing the look-out ship of the squadron stationed under 
the command of Captain Keates, off Belleisle, disco- % 
v<?red four strange sail in the south west quarter. Cap- 
tain Oliver immediately gave chace, but when night/ 
came on, he lost sight of them: He, however, con- 
tinued steering about a point free tbe whole night, 
under a pressl&f sail, judging, from the course of the 
enemy’s squadron when first seen, that it would in- 
crease their difficulty of getting to leeward of the Mars. 
Nor was he disappointed in this expectation, for at 
day-light the next morning they were discovered pre- 
cisely on the same bearing though at a greater dis- 
tance, excepting their stern-most ship, which the 
Mars appeared to he gaining on. This induced the 
French commodore to tack with his three headmost 
ships and join her* They then formed iji line of bat- 
tle on the larboard tack as if with^a determination to 
try the fortune of war; but after making some signals* 
he sheered off -about three in themfternoon, with three 
frigates. Theother continued her course under an ex- 
traordinary press of sail, and Captain Oliver finding 
she was the only one he had gained on during a chase 
of 1 50 miles, continued the pursuit till six p, nu whoa 
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the Majrs ranged upon her lee quarter in the midst of a 
violent storm of wind and hail. After receiving the 
first shot, just at the moment the Mars was about to 
open her broadside the enemy struck her colors. She 
proved to be one of the frigates which had escaped, 
early in the year, from Cadiz, mounting 4 V guns, eigh- 
teen-pounders, and manned with 318 men, command- 
ed by Captain Chesneau. Soon after Le Rhin had sur- 
rendered, on the squall clearing away, the other three 
frigates were discovered standing' to the south-east, hut 
the weather rendered it impracticable for the Mars to 
continue the pursuit any farther. / , 

In the Kast Indies, no event worthy of notice oc- 
curred during the early part of 1805. Olf the Cape 
■ of Good Hope a capture of some consequence was 
In • h', the account < t winch, will ccru-Jud*’, f.r the 
present, our chronicle of naval transactions. — Captain 
Stiles, in the' Adanpant, of 50 guns, proceeding with 
a convoy of East Iudiamen tQ the Cape, fell in, ou 
the (nh of May, with the Spanish ship Nostra Senora 
de los Dolores, alias La Reparadora, of 30 guns, 1 2 
and 24-pounders, and 315 inert, commanded by Cap- 
tain Comaud, which surrendered with resistance. She 
was a strong - vessel about four years old, coppered, 
and well-adapted for the service. The capture of this 
ship was the more gratifying, as, from her magnitude 
and force, she might have done much mischief to the 
trade on the coast of Africa. Her crew were a des- 
perate set of French, Spaniards, Portuguese, and Ame- 
ricans, the principal officers belonging to the former 
nation. She had been out a month from Monte Video 
in ltio de la Plata, had received authority froirt the 
viceroy to wear the colors of the King of Spain, and 
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had on board a company of Spanish infantry. Cap- 
tain Stilus carried his prize to the Cape. 

Subjoined is an accurate statement of the force of 
the British navy at the end of July 1806 : 



Line. 

50 to 44 

Frig. 

Si oops, 
6lc. 

U. ling 
and 
under. 

Total. 

In Commission 

132 

17 

166 

1 96 

242 

753 

_ 

Total number''! 
including re- J 
ceiving ships, f 
those repuir- , 
ing, in or* 1 
dn\Hry, and 1 
building. J 

211 

23 

1 

[ ( 

234 

2 C)i 

263 

1003 


y Google 


OH, REGISTER 01 X AVAL ACTIONS 


23V 


BIOGRAPHICAL memoirs 

OF 

DISTINGUISHED NAVAL OFFICERS. 


Conformably to the practice adopted m the 

^ceding volumes, we shall now present the reader 
with some biographical particulars relative to those 
officers, who have especially distinguished themselves 
in the period embraced by tins last portion of our naval 
history. . „ 

VICE-JDMIRAL LORD COLLING WOOD. 

Cuthbert Collingwood was born at Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne, of which his parents were respectable, though 
not opulent inhabitants. He manifested, at a very 
early age, an inclination for a maritime life, and after 
some years' education at the grammar-school, undtr 
the care of the Itev/Mr. hioises, he entered, in 1761, 
into the service under the protection of his maternal 
uncle, Captain, (afterwards Admiral,) Braithwaifcr, 
who had, at that turite, the command of the Shannon 
frigate. With that officerdie served several years. In 

1766 he was a midshipman in the Gibraltar, and from 

1767 to 177 2 > master’s mate in the Liverpool. From 
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the latter he was removed into the Lenox* Captain 
(now Admiral) Rbddam whose connection with, and 
regard for the family, led him to take both Cuthbert 
"and his brother Wilfred under' his /protection, and to 
interest himself in their promotion. By him likewise 
Mr. Collingwood was recommended to Vice-admiral 
' fe raves, and afterwards to Vice-admiYal Sir Peter Par- 
ker. 

The early, prospects of Mr. Collingwood, were far 
from brilliant. He had been thirteen years in the ser- 
vice without promotion, when, in 1 774, he went in the 
Preston, under the command of Vice-admiral Graves 
to America, and was, the following year, promoted to 
the rank of fourth lieutenant in the Somerset, on the 
day of the battle of Bunker's Hill, whither he was 
sent with a party of seamen to supply the army with 
necessaries for the service. In 1 776 he was sent tQ 
Jamaica in the Hermit sloop, and soon afterwards the 
Lowestoffe came to the same station, of which the lat$ 
Lord Nelson was at that time second lieutenant. 
With that officer Lieutenant Collingwood had before 
been in the habits of great friendship, and it is deserv- 
ing of remark that whenever the one advanced a step 
in rank, the other succeeded to the station which his 
friend had quitted ; first in the Lowestoffe, in which 
upon the promotion of Lieutenant Nelson into the Bris- 
tol, the flag- ship of Vice-admiral Sir Peter Parker ; 
and when the former was promoted in 1783 from the 
Badger to the rank of post captain in the Hinchin- 
brooke, Lieutenant Collingwood was made master and 
commander in the Badger, and again on his promotion 
to a larger ship the latter was made post into the Min* 
cbinbrooke. 
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In that ship Captain CbllingWood was employed ini 
1780, in an expedition to the Spanish mam, up the 
liver San luan. The unheal thiiiess of the climatesoon 
generated contagious disorders, and in the space of 
four months swept away 180 out of 200 men compos- 
ing the crew of the Hincbtnbrooke. The strength of 
his constitution, enabled Captain Celling wood to resist 
many attacks, and in August he quitted a station 
which had proved equally fatal* to the other ships that 
were employed. In December, of the same year, he 
was appointed to "the command of the Pelican, of 24* 
guns, but his continuance in that ship was not of long 
duration, for, on the 1st of August, 1781, she was 
wrecked upon the Morant Key during the" dreadful 
hurricane which proved so destructive to the West In- 
dia islands in general. The crew werehowever saved, 
AS well as their commander. 

It was not long before an opportunity presented it- 
self to resume his station in the service of bis country. 
He was appointed next to the command of the Samp- 
son, of 64* guns* in which' ship he served till the peace , 
ctf 1783, When She was paid off, And he was appoint^ 
ed to the Mediator, and sent to the West Indies, 
Where he again met his friend Nelson, who at that 
time commanded the Boreas frigate upon the same 
Station. The friendship which subsisted between these 
two young men, who* were hereafter to make so con* 
•picuous afigure upon the great theatre of naval glory, 
appears from the letters which were written during 
this period by the latter, to his friend Captain Locker, 
In one of these, dated on bokrd the Boreas, Septem- 
ber^, 1784, he aays, “ CoTliiigwood is at Grenada, 
which is a great loss to me, for there is nobody I can 
vol. v. Y 
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mak‘e a confidant* of." In another, dated November 
23, “ Collingwood desires me to say be will write you 
soon such a letter that yon willtliink it a history of the 
Wes* Indies. What an amiable good man he is!" OIF 
Martinique, March 5, 1786, he writes, “ This station 
has not been over pleasant ; had it not been for Colling'- 
wood, it would have been the mpst disagreeable I ever 
saw," In this ship, and upon this station, he remained 
until the latter end of *1786, when, upon his return to 
England, the ship being paid off, he took the opportu- 
nity to visit his native county, and renew his acquain- 
tance with his family and friends, from whom he bad 
been so long separated. 

In this retirement, after a service of five-and-twenty 
years, he continued to enjoy himself in Northumber- 
land until the year 1790, when on the expected rup- 
ture with Spain, he was again called into employ in the 
armament then fitting out, and appointed to the Mer- 
maid, of 32 guns, under the command of Admiral 
Cornish, in the West Indies : but the dispute being ad- 
justed without hostilities, and no prospect of immedi- 
ate employment again at sea appearing, he once more 
returned to his native county, and in this interval of 
repose formed a connexion with a lady of great per-, 
sonal merit, and of a family highly respectable.. The 
lady whom he married was Sarah, the eldest of the two 
daughters of John Erasmus Blackett, Esq. one 6f the 
aldermen of Newcastle. By this lady he has two 
daughters; the eldeV, Sarah, thirteen years of age ; 
and Mary Patience, the younger, twelve : both living 
with their mother, at Morpeth, the place of his lord- 
ship s residence, during the short intervals of repose 
which he has been suffered to enjoy. 
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On the breaking out of the war wiili France in 1793, 
Captain Collingwood was called to the command of the 
Prince, bearing the flag 4 of Admiral Bo wyer, with 
whom he served in that ship, and 'afterwards in the 
Barfleur, until the engagement of the 1st of June, 
1794* fn this action he distinguished himself with 
great bravery, and the ship which he commanded i$ 
known to have had her full share in the glory of that 
day ; though it was the source of some painful feelings 
at the moment in the Captain's own mind, that no no- 
tice was taken of his services upon this occasion, nor 
his name once mentioned in the official dispatches of 
Lord Howe to the Admiralty. 

Rear -admiral Bowyer's flag, in consequence of his 
honorable wound in that day's action, no longer flying 
oh board the Barfleur, Captain Collingwood was ap- 
pointed to the command of the Hector, on the 7th of 
August, J794, and afterwards to the Excellent, in 
which he was employed in the blockade of Toulon, and 
•in this ship he had the honor to acquire fresh laurels in 
the brilliant victory off the Cape of St. Vincent, on the 
1 4th of February, 1797. I 11 this day's engagement, 

which will stand pre-eminent among the many occa- 
sions on which the British flag has maintained its wont- 
ed superiority, in spite of numbers,/ rate, or weight of 
metal, the Excellent took a distinguished part. To 
the penetrating genius, the quick discernment, the en- 
terprising spirit, and never-failing resources of a Nel- 
son, combining with the rare and matchless power of 
his mind, the most active personal exertions, with the 
consummate 6kill of the most able and experienced, 
commander, the daring hardihood of a common sea- 
man ; not the public only, but the companions and 
y2 
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K witnesses of his intrepidity and skill/ have always as- 
cribed the successful inonceuvre by which fifteen ship# 
of inferior forces were enisled to dispute the day with 
twenty-seven of the Spanish line* and seven of the first 
rate ; and not only to contend, but to carry off four of 
them as the prizes and triumphs of their superior gal- 
lantry and skill. What the brave Nelson did upon this 
occasion is too well known to be here recounted ; but 
while we contemplate with astonishment what he ef- 
fected by his wonderful genius, and the actual services 
of his own ship, we do not forget the obligations which 
their country owes to every man who bore a part in a 
contest perhaps the most unequal, and a victory, all 
circumstances considered, the most extraordinary, that 
our naval history can furnish. So well did- the Hero 
of the Nile know Captain Collingwood’s value, that 
when the ship which be commanded came up to his 
assistance, he exclaimed, v^ith great joy and confidence 
in the talents and bravery of her captain, “ See here 
comes the Excellent, which is as good as two added to 
our number." And the support which he in particular 
received from this ship, he gratefully acknowledged ia 
the fo Rowing laconic note of thanks: 

“ Dear Coilivgwood ! A friend in uetd is a friend indeed 

Captain Collingwood had not the good fortune to be 
placed in a station where any further opportunity was 
afforded to display his talents during the remainder of 
the war. He continued in the command of the Excel- 
lent, under the flag of Lord St. Vincent,* till 1 7519* 
whfctthis ship was paid off ; and on the 14th of Febru- 
ary, ;n the same year, on the promotion of flag-officers* 
be was raised to the rank of Rear-admiral of tb* 
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White : and on tlie 1 2th of May following, hoisted his 
flag* on board the Triumph, one of the ships under tlm 
command of Lord Bridport on the Channel station. In 
the month of June, 1 SCO, he shifted his flag to the Bar- 
fleur, on the same station ; and, in 1801, was pro- 
moted to the rank of Rear-admiral of the Red, in which 
ship, and upon the same service,, he continued to the 
end of the war, without any opportunity of doing more 
than effectually blockading the enemy's fleet in their 
own port, a service not less important to the honor, 
the interest, and the security of the nation, than those 
more brilliant achievements which dazzle the eye of the 
public, which counts only upon victories, and estimates 
the talents and services of our naval heroes, rather by 
their good fortune than by their merits. 

The Barfleqr, among others, returned to Spithead 
on the 6th of May, 1802, and Rear-admiral Colling- 
wood had now an opportunity to visit -hjs family and 
friendsin Northumberland. _ But here it was not to be 
expected that he could long remain. Not one short 
year had elapsed, when the King's message to parlia- 
ment (Match 8, 1803,) announced the appearance of 
a new war ; and, on the commencement of hostilities, 
^Admiral Collingwood was again called into service. On 
the promotion, of Admirals, on the 23d of April, 1804, 
lie was made Vice-admiral of the Blue, and resumed' 
liis former station off Brest. The close blockade w|iich 
Admiral Cornwallis kept up requiring a v constant suc- 
cession of fhips, the vice-admiral shifted bis flag from 
-ship to ship as occasion required, by which he was al- 
ways upon his station in a ship fit for service, without 
the necessity of quitting it and returning to port for 
victualling or repairs. Here he remained, patiently 
y 3 
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enduring with his brave commander-in-chief, and hi* 
squadron, all the hardships of war without the honor* 
till he was called in May, 1805, to a more active ser- 
vire, having been detached with a reinforcement of 
ships to the blockading fleet off Ferrol and 'Cadiz* 
Here the opportunity was presented for the exercise of 
much skill and talent, to effect the object with a force 
bo. inadequate to the service, that it seems almost in- 
credible that he should have been able to succeed in 
blocking up the French and Spanish fleets as he at one 
time did, off Cadiz, with only four sail under his com- 
mand. On the return of Lord Nelson, in the month 
of September, he resumed the command, and Vice- 
admiral Coliingwood was his second; and the com- 
mander-in-chief knew that he should be well seconded 
in such a character. Hi? conduct in the Royal Sove- 
reign, in the decisive engagement of Trafalgar and 
subsequent to the action, when the chief command of 
the British fleet devolved uponJiim is already circum- 
stantially described in the early part of this volume* 
to which we likewise refer for the account of the ho- 
nors and rewards bestowed upon him, for his services* 
by his grateful coqntry. 

\ 


. rear-admiral the earl of northesx. 

THIS nobleman, the third son of Geo we Earl of 
Northesk, who attained to the rank of Admiral of 
the White, was born about the year 1 760. Being early 
destined for the sea- service, he embarked in the yea# 
1771, with the honorable Captain Barrington, in the 
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Albion. He next served with Captain Macbride in 
the Southampton, and Captain Douglas in the Sqoir- 
rel ; was made acting lieutenant in the Nofwich, and 
confirmed by Lord Howe, in 1777* into the Apollo. 
He afterwaids served with Admiral Sir John Lockhart 
Ross, and Lord Rodney. He was a lieutenant in the 
dag-ship of the latter, in the action of the l'8thof April 
1780; immediately after which event, lie was pro- 
moted to the Blast fire-ship with the rank of com- 
mander. In April, 1782, he was advanced to be post- 
captain, and was appointed to the Eustatius, in which 
he assisted in the reduction of the island -of the same 
name. From that ship he was removed to the Enter- 
prize frigate, and returned in her to England, where 
he was paid off at the peace of 1783. 

In 1788, on the death of his elder brother, he sue* 
ceeded him as Lord Rosehill, and in 1790, was ap- 
pointed to the command of the Heroine, of 32 guns, 
at the time of the equipment of a force to act against 
Russia, but was paid off when the apprehension of a 
war with that power subsided. 

On the decease of hisfatber, in 1792, his lordship 
succeeded to the title and estate. In January, 1792, 
he commissioned the Beaulieu, of 40 guns, and went 
to the Leeward Islands, whence he returned with con- 
voy in the Andromeda, which was soon afterwards put 
out of commission. 

In \ 796 y Lord Northesk was elected one of the six* 
teen representatives of the peerage of Scotland, in the 
British parliament. He was* in the same year, ap- 
pointed to the command of the Monmouth, of 64 gnus, 
and employed under the late Lord Duncan in the North 
Sea, until the mutinous spirit which originated in the 
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Channel fleet unfortunately communicated to that 
squadron. The Monmouth was one of the ships that 
were carried by their* crews to the Nore. On this oc- 
casion, Lord Northesk, after having suffered a con- 
finement of several days, was selected by the commit- 
tee of delegates, as an officer whose character, as a 
'friend to the seamen was universally acknowledged, to 
present a letter to the King' containing a statement 
of their alledged grievances. The particulars of this 
commission and its result are. detailed in Yol. IV. 

p. 66* 

When the trials of the mutineers were finished, Lord 
"Northesk resigned the command of the Monmouth, and 
remained unemployed till the year 1 800, when he was 
appointed to the Prince, of 98 guns, in the Channel 
fleet, under the Earl of St. Vincent. In this ship he 
continued till the peace of 1802, when he again retired 
from active service, and was, in the same year, re-elect- 
ed one of the sixteen peers of Scotland. 

On the reuewal of hostilities with France, in 1803, 
Lord Northesk was among the foremost to make a tender 
of his services, and immediately received an appoint- 
ment to the Britannia, of 1 00 guns. In this ship lie serv- 
ed in the Channel, under the Hon. Admiral Cornwallis, 
till May, 1804*, when he was promoted to the rank of 
Rear-admiral of the White. He accordingly hoisted 
his flag in the same ship, and was engaged iq the ar- 
duous blockade off Brest, during the trying and tem- 
pestuous winter of 1804* ; and, until the month of Au- 
gust in the following year, when he was detached with 
a squadron under Sir Robert Calder, to reinforce Vice- 
admiral Colli ngwood, off Cadi£. 
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la the glorious battle of Trafalgar, the Britannia, 
bearing Lord Northesk's flag, had a distinguished 
share in the achievement of die victory. Previous to 
the engagement the commander-in-chief had directed 
that the Britannia, in consequence of her heavy rate of 
sailing, should constantly take a position to wind waul 
of him : on the morning of the memorable 21st of Oc- 
tober, he ordered by signal, that she should assume a 
station as most convenient, without regard to the Qrder 
of battle ; and afterwards sent verbal directions to 
Lord Northesk, by Captain Prowse, of the Sirius, 
to break through the enemy's line astern of the four- 
teenth ship. How well this order was executed, we 
have already recorded in the proper place ; but the 
reader will not be displeased with the following lines 
on the achievements of the Britannia, from the poem 
entitled, The Battle of Trafalgar, by Dr. ^alloran, 
late chaplain and secretary to Lord Northesk. After 
describing the conduct of the Victoiy, Temeraire, and 
" Neptune, the author proceeds 

Nor lets Britannia from each blazing side. 

On the fierce foe her missile thunders plied ; 

On her tall mast brave Northesk’s flag uprear’d. 

An angry meteor to their view appear’d ; 

Whose sanguine cross, unfurl’d by Zephyr’s breath. 

Glar’d on their fleet destruction, biood.and death ! 

High on her deck her noble chieftain stood 
To guide her progress through the scene of blood ; 

While valiant Bullen press d with martial fire. 

His zeal to second and her crew inspire; 

Kach emulous to lead Iter on to fame. 

And prove her worthy of her glorious name ! 

Now, bursting through the centre' of the foes. 

On either side such storms of shot she throws,' : 
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Dismay, confusion seize their sea tt’ring fleet. 

Who urge oil terror’s wings their swift retreat. 

Yet from the torrent of incessant fire. 

With headlong speed white mun r rous foes retire. 

The uiighty Bucentaure dismasted lay. 

And to the victors fell a sinking prey ; 

While o’er her stem the crew a sigual wav’d 

And from their gen’rons foe forbearance crav’d. * 

The conduct of Lord Northesk was not less merito- 
rious after than it had been during the engagement. 
His zeal and promptitude in securing the. captured 
ships were exceeded only by his humanity in preserv- 
ing the lives of their wretched crews. When the order 
was given to destroy the prizes after the British sta- 
men were removed, though urgent signals , were re- 
peatedly made to hasten their destruction, his lord- 
ship would not suffer" L'lntrepide, the nearest of the 
captured vessels to the Britannia, to be scuttled 
and burned, till his boats, with infinite hazard to 
the lives of his brave seamen, had removed ell the 
wounded and the whole of her surviving crew from tbo 
devoted prize. The honors conferred on Lord Nor- 
thesk as the recompence of his gallantry have already 
been recited. 

It is a trait highly honorable to the professional cha- 
racter of his lordship, that though he is a strenuous 
supporter of the discipline of the service, he is so 
averse to the exerdise of unnecessary rigor, that, when 
a private captain, he has been known to devote hours 
together to the patient investigation of facts, before he 
would suffer punishment to be inflic ted. The natural 
consequence is, that he is much beloved both by his 
officers and* men, to whom he is as much endeared by 
this strict impartiality, as by his general affability and 
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and friendly disposition. It is likewise worthy of re-' 
ipark, that his lordship is particularly attentive to pro- 
mote, among bis crew, a taste for rational amuse- 
ment. During the blockade of Cadiz, previous to the 
annihilation of the combined fleet, the officers of the 
Britannia frequently diverted themselves with the per- 
formance of theatrical entertainments, which his lord- 
ship, with his usual condescension and good nature, 
honored with life presence. 

In private life no man can be more fortunate th^n 
the Earl of Northesk, who possesses the warmest es- 
teem of his friends and the fondest affection of his fa- 
. ipily. In the year 1787* he married Miss Ricketts, 
niece of the Earl of St. Vincent, by whom be has a 
family of two sons and four daughters. His eldest son, 
Lord Rosehill, emulating the example of his noble 
progenitors, has entered into the naval service ; and 
to judge, from his early disposition and talents, we may 
venture to indulge the pleasing hope that he will live v 
to add new honors to the noble houses of Northesk and' 
.St. Vincent. / 


CAPTAIN GEORGE DUFF . 

' ■ . - 

THIS officer, bom in 1764, was the son of the* 
late James Duff, Esq. of Banff, a pear relation of the 
Earl of Fife. Few persons have manifested a more 
early predilection for any particular profession than did' 
young Duff for the navy. When only a boy, he was so 
bent on going to sea, though contrary to the inclina J 
tion of his father, that, at be age of nine years he at- 
tempted to escape by concealing himself on board a 
■*' 3 

i - 

* 


Digitized by CjOOQle 



252 


the aftiTisu tjudewt; 


small merchant- vessel, in which he actually sailed to* 
a. neighboring port. The master, finding him on board, 
sent him back to his father, who, perceiving the itn** 
policy of opposing his son’s inclination, prudently con- 
sented to his eutering into the royal navy. He wai 
immediately rated in a ship of war, and two years after- 
wards was sent to join that experienced officer, his 
grand-ancle, Commodore Duff, whose flag was then 
flying on board the Panther, of &0 guns, at Gibraltar, 
where he commanded. Before he had completed his 
sixteenth year, lie had J>een in thirteen engagements 
in the Mediterranean and West Indies, and, in conse- 
quence of his gallantry, was at that early age made a 
lieutenant in 1779. He assisted at the beginning of 
the ensuing year, in the captureaf the Spanish admiral 
Langara and his squadron of five sail of the line off 
Cadiz, from which station be proceeded with SirGeorgo 
Rodney’s fleet toy the West Indies. He was one of the 
lieutenants of the Moutqgue, of 74g uns, which in Oc- 
tober, 1786, was blown hy a .tremendous hurricane, 
out of St. Lucia, totally dismasted and in the greatest 
danger of being lost. His exertions on this occasion 
were very conspicuous, aryl, by the falling of one of 
' the masts he unfortunately received a contusion on his 
right leg, the effects of which he felt, and sometimes 
oeverely, during the rest of hit life. 

Lieutenant Duff continued to serve in tlie Montague 
in the various encounters in the West Indies, between 
the British and French fleets, till the glorious 12th of 
April, 1782, procured the conquerors some relaxation. 
Being acquainted with Captain Dirom, adjutant-gene- 
ral of Jamaica, be was by him kitroduoed to the go- 
vernor, Major-general Campbell, and by the latter to 
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Sir George Rodney, who' was no sooner made, ac- 
quainted with the professional m$rit of the youthful , 
hero, than he placed him on his list fpr promotion. 
This flattering introduction was, however, productive 
of no farther a^dvantage^to Lieutenant Duff ; as the 
commander-in-chief soon afterwards returned home, 
having been recalled before the news of his splendid 
victory reached England. 

In 1784*, Mr. Duff was first lieutenant of the Camilla 
•loop, commanded by Captain Hutt, which conveyed 
General Campbell with his family and suite to Europe. 
It was not long before the Camilla returned to Jamaica, 
where Lieutenant Duff served in different ships. 
Amorfg others he was first lieutenant of the Europa, 
of 50 guns, when Captain (now rear-admiral) Vashon, 
was appointed to that ship, who found her crew in such 
an excellent state of discipline, as gained Lieutenant 
Duff the esteem both of his captain and commodore 
(now Admiral Lord) Gardner, who, at that time, 
commanded on the Jamaica station*. The precarious 
state of his health and the alarming apprehension of 
the wound in his leg, which had broken out afresh, 
rendered it absolutely necessary for him to retvirn ia 
17 87, to England. 

In 17^0, Lieutenant Duff, then employed upon 
borne service, was recommended by the Duke and 
Duchess of Gordon, in the handsomest and strongest 
manner, to the protection of Mr. Dundas, since created 
Viscount Melville, who then filled the office of trea- 
fiurer of the navy, and who, on being made acquainted 
*dth the services of Lieutenant Duff, was pleased to, 
j>refer his claims in spch terms to the Board of Adrni? . 
▼ol. ▼. % 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



254 


the British trident; 


ralty, that be was immediately appointed captain, and 
commander of the Martin, sloop of war, on the Scotch 
station. Soon after his promotion, Captain Duff mar- 
ried Miss Sophia Dirom, second daughter of Alex- 
ander Dirom, Esq. of Muiresk, to whom he had been 
from childhood attached, and fixed the residence of his 
family in Edinburgh. 

At the commencement of the last war, in the be- 
ginning of 1793, the same influence was again exerted 
for Captain Duff’s farther promotion, when he was one 
of a very few masters and commanders who were ap- 
pointed post captains by the Earl of Chatham, to whom 
indeed he had the honor of being personally known in 
the passage to and at Gibraltar, daring the farmer 
war. At his lordship’s desire, Captain Duff relin- 
quished the command of a frigate then fitting out for 
him, in which at that period of the war, he wculdpro- 
bably have made his fortune, in order to accompany - 
an expedition to the West Indies, as captain of the 
Duke, of 90 guns, bearing the flag of the Hon. Com-, 
iiiodore Murray. This ship led the attack of the bat- 
teries at Martinico, and, at the close of the action, 
after the silencing the battery to which she had heen, 
opposed, the powder magazine had just been secured, 
when she was struck by lightning, her main-mast shi-- 
vered to pieces, and her hull so damaged, that it was 
necessary to send her home to be repaired..* 

The farther attack upon Martinico having been de- 
ferred, the commodore returned to England in the 
Duke. He expressed the highest esteem for Captain 
Duff, and reported his conduct to have been so meri- 
torious, that he was immediately appointed to the com- 
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mand of the Ambuscade frigate, of 82 guns, and two 
years afterwards, to the Glenmore, of 38 guns, in 
these ships he served in the North Seas, and upon the 
coast of Ireland, till 1801, when, upon a general pro- 
motion in the navy, he was appointed to the Vengeance, 
of 74 guns, belonging to the Channel fleet. 

This ship, after having been detached to the Baltic* 
to reinforce the fleet that attacked Copenhagen, be- 
came one of the squadron under Rear-admiral Camp- 
bell, which, after cruizing some time off Rochefort, 
was sent to Bantry Bay for the protection of that part 
of Ireland. Upon this station they continued till the 
signature of the preliminaries of peace, when, instead 
of returning to their homes, to which, after so long a 
war, the officers and men anxiously looked forward, 
they were ordered to Jamaica, to watch the movements 
of the armament sent from France to the island of St. 
Domingo. 

Captain Duff had no opportunity, in the course of 
the last war, either of farther signalizing himself, or 
of materially improving his fortune ; but he was always 
active and vigilant, and, though strict in discipline, 
had the happiness of being respected and beloved by 
the officers and men of every ship which was under his 
command. On the trials at Portsmouth, it came out 
in evidence, that, when the ringleaders of the mutiny, 
which arose in the squadron in Bantry Bay, sounded 
the crew of the Vengeance, they found them so attach- 
ed to their captain, that they could not be moved. 
That ship, there is reason to believe, was the only one 
in which no mutinous spirit broke out; and upon the 
squadron coming to Portsmouth, previous to their 
z 2 
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•ailing for the West Indies, her crew was indulged with 
leave to come on shore by turns, while all the others 
were confined to their ships. 

Not more than eighteen months had elapsed, after 
Captain Duff had returned from the West Indies to the 
bosom of his family and friends, when the present war 
broke out. He again solicited employment ; and a 
general invasion of the united kingdom being threaten- 
ed by the French and their allies, he, in the mean 
time, without pay or emolument, assisted the general 
and staff officers in examining the coasts of the Frith 
of Forth, with which he was well acquainted, and in 
making arrangements for its defence. His steady pa- 
tron the Duke of Gordon, and his son the Marquis of 
Huntly, seconded his application to be again called in- 
to active service ; and the Earl of Moira, by whom 
he had been appointed to the command of a division 
of the craft which had been voluntarily offered for the 
defence of the Frith of Forth, generously and unsoli- 
cited wrote to the Earl of St. Vincent, then first lore} 
of the admiralty, in his behalf. 

Upon the general promotion in the navy, which 
took place in April, 1 804, Captain Duff was appointed 
to the command of the Mars, of 74 guns, and imme- 
diately proceeded to join her off Ferrol. He cruized 
off that port, and successively off Rochfort and Brest, 
as one of the Channel fleet, till, in May, 1805, he was 
detached to Cadiz, under Vice-admiral Collingwood, 
whose small squadron of four ships of the line continu- 
ed to keep their station off that port, unawed by the 
arrival of the combined fleet. 

Vice-admiral Lord Nelson, having# in the end of 


Digitized by Google 



OR j REGISTER Of NAVAL ACTIONS. 257 

September, returned from England to resume the com- 
mand upon that station, made a disposition of his in- 
creased force in two divisions, one of which was to be 
led by himself, and the other by Vice-admiral Colling- 
wood. Rear-admiral Louis having been detached to 
the Mediterranean with seven sail of the line, Captain 
Duff had the honor, upon his departure, though there 
were senior captains in the fleet, to be appointed com- 
modore of the advanced squadron of four sail of the 
line, by the recommendation, no doubt, of Vice- 
admiral Collingwood, wh& selected the Mars to be 
second to himself in his division of the fleet. 

The squadron commanded by Captain Duff was sta- 
tioned v about midway,, between the British frigate*' 
cruizing close to the harbor of Cadiz, and the rest of 
the fleet which kept out of sight of the port. From 
the time the enemy's ships began to come out on the 
19th of October* lie was almost constantly employed, 
in repeating signals from the frigates to the fleet. He 
followed them the whole of the 20th, but on the me- 
morable morning of the 21st, when it was certain that 
the combined fleet could not escape, the signal was- 
made for his squadron to return and to take their 
places in the order of battle. The signal was then made- 
for the Mars to lead the* lee-division of the British fleet, 
and to break the enemy’s line. Captain Duff, know- 
ing that his ship was. a bad sailer, ordered every stitcfr 
of canvas to be immediately set, and while bearing 
down upon the enemy, he went through his ship to see 
that every thing was ready for action* Among other 
directions which he gave to his officers and men, he 
strictly enjoined them not to waste their fire, as he 
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would take care tcvlay them close enough to the ene- 
toy. The Mars, notwithstanding every exertion of 
her brave commander, was passed by the Royal Sove- 
reign and the Belleisle, both of which were in action 
R few minutes before her. 

The wind which had been light, now became still 
more uncertain ; the rest of the ships were prevented 
from closing with the enemy, so that the few which 
were first engaged had to sustain a most severe conflict. 
Among these, the Mars had a French ship on each 
side of her ; a Spanish first-rate lay on her bow, and 
a fourth ship was within range pf shot. The Fougueux 
Which was on her starboard quarter was soon disabled, 
and her colors being shot away, she was supposed to 
have struck. The captain of marines, on the poop, 
perceiving that the Fougueux, in dropping to^leeward, 
was getting into a position which would enable her to 
Hake the Mars, and that she was preparing to do so, 
went down to^the quarter-deck to mention it to Cap- 
tain Duff. The want of wind rendered it impossible 
to alter the position of the Mars, nor could it have 
been attempted with safety in regard to the situation 
of the other- hostile ships. On receiving the above irw 
formation, the gallant Duff asked, u Do you think our 
guns would bear on her ?” — “ I think not,*' replied the 
captain of marines, “ but I cannot see for the smoke/* 
“ Then," replied the commander, “ we must point 
our guns at the ships on which they can bear. I shall 
go and look ; but the men below see better, as there will 
b6 less smoke/' Captain Duff then went to the end of 
the quarter to look over the side, on which he told bis 
akl de camp to go below, and oraer the guns to bo 
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pointed more aft, meaning against the Fougueux. He 
had scarcely given this direction, when the Fougueux 
raked ; a cannon shot killed Captain Duff and two sea* 
men who were immediately behind him. The ball 
Struck the captain on the breast and carried off his 
head ; the body fell on the gang-way, where it was 
covered with*a spare color,' a union-jack, till the action 
was over* * 

The Mars continued engaged during the whole of 
the action, frequently with fresh ships ; but from none 
did she suffer so severely as from the Fougueux, which 
continued to drift to leeward, till she was taken by tbe 
Temeraire. ' When the battle had ceased and it was 
known in the Mars that her gallant captain had fallen, 
there was scarcely a dry eye among her crew. All 
felt that they had lost a friend and benefactor ; all ex- 
claimed, e* We shall never again have such a com- 
mander 

Captain Duff was a man of fine stature, strong and 
well made, above six feet in height, and had a manly, 
open, benevolent countenance. During thirty years f 
service, he had pot been four years unemployed. Al- 
though he went early to sea, he lost no opportunity of 
improving himself in the theory, as well as in the prac- 
tice of his profession, and acted ,the part of instructor 
and father to the numerous young men who were under 
his command. By his wife he Jiad five children, of 
whom, a boy and two girls remain, together with their 
disconsolate mother, to mourn their father’s death. 
His son thirteen years x>f age, had joined him as a mid- 
shipman on the 1 9 th of September ; and soon after hia 
arrival on board the Mars, wrote exultingly to his mo- 
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ther, that his father's ship had been put in the post of 
honor, next to Vice-admiral Collingtyood, in his divi- 
sion of the fleet. This spirited youth, who commenced 
his career in such an interesting manner, was after the 
transcendent victory of Trafalgar, removed by Admiral 
Colliugwood, with the kindest attention, from on board 
the Mars to the Euryalus frigate, which was soon after 
sent with dispatches to England. Of Captain Duff it 
may justly be said that his Majesty's service could not 
boast of a better or more gallant officer. — It may be 
added, with equal truth, that he was a tender husband, 
an affectionate parent, a dutiful son, and a sinqere 
friend— In the navy he was called Worthy Duff l 


SIR SAMUEL HOOD . 

THIS distinguished officer, the friend and compa- 
nion of the immortal Nelson is the son of Samuel 
Hood, Esq. of Kingsland, Dorsetshire, and grandson, 
of the Rev. Alexander Hood, minister of Dawlish, So- 
mersetshire, elder brother of the father of Lords Hood 
and Bridport. 

The subject of this memoir, was born, we believe,, 
about the year 1760, and he and his elder brother,, 
bearing the same names as their two illustrious uncles,, 
trod in the same steps as they had done to attain ho- 
nors and distinction. Captain Alexander Hood fell,, 
in 1798, in the arms of victory ; but Sir Samuel will,, 
we hope, be spared to bind fresh laurete round his own. 
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brow and to acquire new glory for his country. It can* 
not he deemed totally foreign to our subject if we in- 
troduce in this place a brief account of the brother ql 
our be>o, whose naval career terminated in 17 93, 
with the capture of the French ship L/Hercule, of 74? 
guns ; especially as his gallant conduct and untimely 
/ate seem to have attracted a less portion of public at- 
tention, than they might naturally have been expected 
to excite. 

Alexander Hood was born April 23, 1758, ; the ex- 
ample of his illustrious relatives, early inclined him to 
a naval life, and he entered into service under the pro- 
tection of Lord Bridport. His first voyage was with 
that distinguished officer Captain Cook, whom he ac- 
companied in the Endeavor on his second expeditioq, 
which commenced in i77 2 j and returned tq England 
with that celebrated navigator in 1 775. The American 
war soon afterwards began, and to that quarter the 
young seaman proceeded under the command of Earl 
Howe. In 1780 he was appointed to the command of 
the Ranger cutter, and after having been actively em- 
ployed for some time on the American station, he was 
ordered to join the fleet in the West Indies, under the 
command of Admiral Rodney. The Ranger, on her 
arrival in the West Indies, was put on the establish-* 
ment of a sloop of war by the name of the Pigmy, and 
Lieutenant Hood was continued in her with the rank of 
master and commander to which he was promoted in 
May 1781. In July the same year he was appointed 
post into the Rarfleur, on board which ship the flag of 
his illustrious relative Sir Samuel Hood, who com* 
DRtnded a division of the fleet* was then flying. In 
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that ship he proceeded with his uncle, who had suc- 
ceeded to the chief command, to America ahd conse- 
quently bore a part in the skirmish with De Grassfe off 
the Chesapeak. The fleet returned to the West In- 
dies in December, 1781 , and in February the following 
year Captain Hood was removed to the Champion fri- 
gate. In the glorious operations in this quarter in the 
early part of 1782, our young officer took as active a 
part as the size of his ship would permit. After the 
glorious victory of the 12th of April he was detached 
by Admiral Rodney, who had returned from England, 
and resumed the chief command, with a division of 
the fleet under the orders of his uncle, to pursue the 
flying enemy. The'Rdmiral (as is related in Vol. Ilf. 
p. 97.) came up with part of them on the 19th, took 
the Cato and Jason, of 64 guns each, the Aimable, of 
32 guns, and retook the Ceres sloop of 1 8, which struck 
to the Champion. On this occasion Captain Hood 
displayed a degree of zeal and exertion that did him 
infinite credit, and afforded a promise of what might 
be expected when an opportunity offered for perform- 
ing more distinguished service. 

The prisoners who fell into the hands of Captain 
Hood were treated with a degree of humanity and at- 
tention truly worthy of a British officer, and which 
laid the foundation of a friendship between one of the 
younger branches of a noble French family and Cap- 
tain Hood, highly creditable to the latter. His prize, 
the Ceres, was commanded by the Baron de Parry, 
nephew ol the Marquis de Vandreuil commander of 
the French fleet at St. Domingo. In the general dis- 
position of the prisoners, the Baron had been sent with 
the convoy for Europe, but S.ir Samuel Iiood be- 
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ing informed of the relationship between him and 
the commander of the enemy's squadron, with that 
generous humanity which ever distinguishes the brave, 
he immediately dispatched a frigate after the convoy 
for the purpose of restoring the baron to his uncle, 
who gratefully acknowledged the obligation in a lette*, 
in which he says among other things : “ My .nephew . 
speaks continually with the warmest affection of your 
relation, “Cap tain Hood, to whom he surrendered, and 
considers himself under the greatest obligations to that 
gallant young officer for the affable aud generous man~ 
ner in which he was treated by him.” f 

Soon after the arrival of the fleet at Port Royal f 
Captain Hood was appointed to the command of one 
of the captured vessels, the Aimable, of 32 guns, und 
in her he remained till the termination of the war. 
On the ratification of the peace he returned to Europe, 
and the Aimable was paid off at Chatham in July, 
Not lpng after this, at the invitation, of the 
Vandreuil lamily, who were anxious to testily their gra- 
titude for the generous treatment received by the 
Baron de Parry, Captain Hood went to Fiance,, and. 
passed some time in the enjoyments of elegant hospi- 
tality with that noble family. On his return to Eng- 
land, he married Miss Periam, of YVootton, in Somer. 
setshire, and spent several ^ears in the tranquil enjoy- 
ment of domestic society, to which, from the miianess 
of his manners and the kindness of his disposition he 
""was peculiarly, adapted. 

From these scenes of calm delight Captain Hood was 
called forth in 1790, by the appearance of a rupture 
with Spain. He was appointed to the Hebe frigate, 
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and continued to command her till she was paid off 
in March, 1792, on which he again returned for a 
short interval to taste the sweets of domestic felicity. 
In 1 793, on the commencement of the war with prance, 
Captain Hood was re-appointed to the Hebe, in which 
ship hQ continued actively employed till July 1 794, 
when he was promoted to the Audacious, of 74 guns. 
About a year afterwards ill health compelled him re- 
luctantly to resign bis ship that he might prolong a life 
destined to be sacrificed in the service of his coun- 1 
try. 

On the re-establishment of his health, Captain Hood * 
again cheerfully came forward and was appointed, in 
January, 17 97, to the Ville de Paris, from which he 
was, in the ensuing month, removed to the Mars, one 
of the Channel fleet, under the command of his rela- 
tive, Lord Bridport. It was in this ship that, as has 
been related in Vol. IV. p. 122, the gallant Captain 
Hood fell in the action with L'Hercule* of 7 4 guns. 
We shall not repeat the particulars of this action, but 
may be permitted to observe, that among the nume- 
rous instances of skill and gallantry displayed by our 
naval heroes, none will be found more characteristic of 
the cool intrepidity and perseyering bravery that has 
ever distinguished British seamen. Had the enemy** 
ship been under way, superior seamanship would have 
aided the captain of the Mars ; but L'Her^ule was an- 
chored waiting for the attack, with the advantage of ' 
being on her own coast, in a difficult and dangerous 
passage, a dark night and adverse current. In this 
situation the British captain hesitated not a moment ; 
when nautical skill could not avail him, he trusted fQ 
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personal bravery, laid bis ship alongside the enemy, 
and fought hand to hand, determined that valor alone 
should decide the contest. 

Some circumstances are related, on respectable au- 
thority, as having attended the death of Captain Hood> 
which render his fate still more to be lamented. The 
fenemy, we are informed; hailed the Mars, saying they 
had struck. Captain Hood, anxious to prevent the 
farther effusion of blood, ordered the firing to cease ; 
it was renewed, by accident, as it is supposed, on the 
part of the enemy. In this latter part of the conflict 
Captain Hood, fell* aud was carried below. When hf 
necovered his recollection, he expressed considerable 
regret at having been mbved from his post ; and the 
duty he owed to his country was his last thought. 
Rome would have commemorated the action by a sta- 
tue ; but, in vain we look among the monuments.which 
the gratitude of the country has raised to her heroes, 
for one to the honor of Captain Hood ; nor do we find 
in the records of office any display of attention to his 
family. We mean uot to accuse our country of ingra- 
titude ; for in no period of our history has the genero- 
sity of the English nation to its brave defenders been 
more conspicuous : but the meed of valor o^ght to be 
distributed with an equal hand ; reward should be the 
certain consequence of desert ; and the man who ho- 
nourably dies in the defence of his. country should 
have, unsolicited, a trophy to perpetuate his fame. 

Captain Hood left two children, a son and a daugh- 
ter. His widow who resides at Wooton, in Somer- 
setshire, has erected a neat monument over his re- 
mains in the churchyard of that parish, and the fol* 
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lowing inscription is the effusion of conjugal affec- 
tion : 


Sacred to the Memory of 

ALEXANDER HOOD, Esq. 

Captain in the Royal Navy; 

Who sailed round the World with that justly celebrated 
Circumnavigator 
CAPTAIN COOK, 

* In the Year 177^. 

He-dcvtyted his We to the Service of his Country Which 
was engaged in a war with France Binee the year 
1793 ; and being appointed to v the eommaifd of the 
Mars, a 74-gun ship, was killed on the 21 St of 
April, 1798, at the close ot a successful ac- " 
tkrti with the French ship L’H erode, in 
the 4/Qth year of his age ; leaving a 'wi* 

; ddw and two children to deplore 
the loss of a most affectionate 
husband and parent. 


Britannia, when this humble stone you see. 

Think on this hero, wbahas bled for thee ‘ 
T&isconqu’iing arm Herculean* farce Subdu’d, 
Artd, crown’d with laurels, death he Sailing viewed. 
Then let the Crystal tear bedew thmei eye, 

Ahd grateful heave the tributary Sigh, 

That in the silent chamber of the grave, 
v Thy fa v’rite sleeps, lamented Hood, the brave ! 


• Alluding to the name of the captured ship L’Hercule, 
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With respect to Sir Samuel. Hood, whose recent 
achievement has shed additional lustre on a. name aI- ( 
ready immortalized in the annals of the British navy ^ 
we regret that we have not been able to procure any 
authentic particulars of the early "part _of his profes- 
sional career. In the year J7$l we find him com- 
manding the Jnnp, of 32 guns, on tlfe Jamaica, station, 
and displaying a noble example of; that humanity and. 
intrepidity hy which British seamen, afe so eminently 
distinguished. The circumstance to, which we allude is, 
related in Vol. III. p. 2.01 . On his return from the West 
Indies, he served in the same ship, after the commence- 
ment of the war with France, under his illustrious re- 
lative, Lord Hood, in the Mediterranean. Towards, 
the end of 1793, he extricated himself by his courage, 
apd address from a very dangerous, situation, having 
entered the port of Toulon, after the evacuation of the 
place by the English. The account of his escape will 
be found in Vol. 1IL p. 244. Captain H,ood was, 
after wards engaged in the reduction, of Corsica, and; 
in particular displayed, great brayery ip cannonading 
the tower of Mortello, in conjunction with Captain. 
Young of the Fortitude, 

Having been promoted to the command of the jea- 
lous of 74 guns, one of the ships sent out to reinforpe 
the Earl of, St. Vincent, after, hi$ splendid victory oyey 
the Spanish fleet in 1797, Captain Hood was directed 
by his lordship to plane himself under the qrders.of Rear-* 
admiral Nelson, to whom he had given the command of 
a force destined to apt against the island of Tcneriflfe. 
Thn conduct of Captain Hood on this occasion# has, ^l- 
r oady beun fully, described in Vol. fV. p. 97. . 

- 2. v * 
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On the failure of this attempt, Captain Hood, rejoin- 
ed the commander-in-chief, off Cadiz. On the return 
of Admiral Nelson from England, in 1793, the Zealous 
was one of fbe ships dispatched by Lord St. Vincent, 

* under the command of that enterprizing officer to 
watch the motions of the French fleet that was then 
equipping at Toulon. The proceedings of the British 
squadron, and the conduct of Captain Hood in the 
glorious engagement of Aboukir, are circumstantially 
related in Vol. IV. p. 140-146. It may not, however, 
be improper to add one circumstance which has not 
been noticed in the narrative. Previous to the attack 
On the French line, the admiral hailed Captain Ilood, 
to enquire, if he thought there was a sufficient depth 
of water for our ships, between the enemy and the 
shore. Captain Hood said he did not know, but,' with 
the admiral's permission, he would lead in and try. 
The Goliath, however, being the fastest sailer, and 
having the start, first gained the post of honor. When 
the victorious admiral left the bay of Aboukir, on the 
18th of August, he left Captain Hood with four sail 
of the line and two frigates to block up the port of 
Alexandria and to intercept any supplies which might 
be sent to the French army. 

in the year 1799> we find Captain Hood engaged 
in the expulsion of the French from the Neapolitan 
territory, and from an official letter of Lord Nelson 
it appears, that he was landed from the squadron tvith 
a detachment to garrison Castel Nuovo and to keep 
good order in Naples, winch, in the words of his lord- 
ship, was at that time an arduous task. This was, ’ 
however, executed by Captain Hood with such ability 
that the admiral immediately afterwards adds, “No 
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capital, is nQ\y more qpiet than Naples.” For liis ze$l 
and good conduct on this occasion, the King of Naples 
conferred on him, with the approbation of his own so- 
vereign, the rank of a commander of the Order of St* 
Ferdinand and Merit. 

On his return to England from the Mediterranean, 
Captain Iiood was removed to the Courageux, a fine 
qew ship, of 74 guns, ip which he joined the Channel 
fleet, then commanded by the Earl of St. Vincent. In 
consequence of liie general promotion of flag-officers on. 
the 1st of January, 1801, be vras removed to the Ve- 
nerable of 74 guns, and was succeeded in the command 
of his former ship by the late Captain George Duff. 
In the month of June Captain Hood was sent to rein- 
force the squadron under the orders of Sir James Sau- 
marez,off Cadiz. In the action which took place be- 
tween this squadron and the Combined French and 
Spanish force under Ljnois the intrepidity of Captain 
Hood was pre-eminently conspicuous. See Vol. IV. 
p. ^€5. “ The highest praise,” says Sir James Sau- 

marez, in Jiis letter to the admiralty op thi§ occasion, 
“ is due to Captain Hood, the officers, and men of the 
Venerable, for their spirit and gallantry in the action/* 
The best illustration of his merit will be found in thp 
account of the qctipp between the Venerable and For- 
midable, t/ ansmited by himself to his comipander. It 
w^s a? fpllow^:— 


“ Sir, 


“ His Majesty's Ship Venerable , 
“ at Sea, 1 3th July . 


“You must have observed my giving chase to an 
emipy’s tynei-of- battle ship at day-break this morning. 
2 a 3 
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At seven she hoisted French colors, and I could per- 
ceive her to be an 80-gqn ship ; at half past, being 
withiu point-blank shot, the enemy commenced firing 
his stern-chase guns, which I did not return for fear 
of retarding our progress, until the light and baffling 
airs threw the two ships broadside-to, within musket- 
shot, when a steady and warm conflict was kept up for 
an hour and a half, and we had closed within pistol- 
shot, the enemy principally directing his fire to our 
masts and rigging. I had the misfortune to perceive 
the main-mast to fall overboard, the fore and mizen- 
mast nearly in the same state, and since gone, the 
.ship being near the shore, close to the castle of Sancti 
.Petri, the enemy escaped. It was with much difficulty 
I was enabled to get the Venerable off/ her cables and 
anchors all disabled, and it was only by the great ex- 
ertions of the Thames, with the boats you sent me, 
she was saved, after being on shore some time. I shall 
have no occasion to comment on the bravery of the 
officers and ships company in this action, who had, 
with much patience and perseverance, suffered great 
fatigue lay their exertions to get the ship to sea, and 
not five hundred men able to go to quarters ; but I 
beg leave to add, I have been most ably supported by 
Lieutenant Lillicrap, second of the Venerable, (first 
absent) all the other officers and men, who have my 
warmest recommendation, aud have to lament the loss 
of Mr. Williams, master, an excellent officer, with 
many other valuable people killed and wounded, a list 
of whom I have the honour to inclose. 

44 i am, &c. 

i 

“ s. Hood.” 
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According to the list to which the gallant captain 
alludes, the Venerable had 18 killed and 87 wounded. 

The.suspehsion of hostilities a few mouths after- 
' wards put a period, for a time, to the professional ex- 
ertions of Captain Hood. On their re-commencement, 
in 1803, he was appointed commander-in-chief on the 
Leeward Island station, with the rank of commodore* 
and hoisted his broad pendant on board the Centaur, 

• of 74 guns. On his arrival there he concerted mea- 
sures with Lieutenant-general Grinfield, for the re- 
duction of the enemy’s colonics, and St. Lucia was the 
first conquest achieved by their united exertions. 
They then directed their arms against the island of 
Tobago, and on its reduction, proceeded to the Dutch 
colonies of Demerara, Essequibo, and Berbice, which 
surrendered without making any resistance. 

An expedition was planned against Surinam, and 
in April- J 804, the gallant commodore proceeded to 
that colony with a squadron of small ships of war and 
transports, having on board nearly 2000 troops com- 
manded by Major-general Sir Charles Green. The 
governor, after a short resistance, acceded to terms of 
capitulation with the British commanders. The Pro- 
serpine, of 32 guns, and the Pyl^des corvette, of 1 8 
were among the naval trophies of this conquest. 

For these services Commodore Hood was honored 
by his sovereign with the Order of the, Bath, in Octo- 
ber, 1804 ; and about the same time married at Bar- 
badoes, the Hon. Miss McKenzie, daughter of Lord 
Seaforth, governor of that island. 

It was not till May, 1805, that the favor conferred 
b y his Majesty reached the gallant commodore. Oh 
that day he was invested with the Order of the Bath* 
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at Antigua, by Lord Lavington, the governor.^ After 
the ceremony his lordship addressed, him in. the fol- 
lowing Words : — 

“ Commodore Sir Samuel Hood, 
u After the honor which you have this day re- 
ceived by command of his Majesty, no eulogy from 
ine of those services which have so meritoriously ob- 
tained it, cap enhance its value, or deserve your ac- 
ceptance. \But I cannot repress the expression of my 
own gratification, in being delegated by my sovereign 
to administer a mark of his royal favor to a gallant offi- 
cer, the very name of whose family occurs in no page of 
pur naval history without circumstances of celebrity 
and distinction. There wants no herald to proclaim 
the well-known, well-earned reputation of the two 
chiefs of it, who &re now enjoying an honorable repose 
from danger and fatigue, under the shg.de of those 
honors which the services of their past lives have sp 
eminently merited. But your nearest and ever to bp 
lamented relative has secured to himself a place in the 
Temple of Fame, paramount to all the rank and titles 
which princes can confer, an,d which tlje King of kings 
alone can bestow— the glory of sealing with his blood, 
in the arm)s of victory, a life spent in, and devoted to, 
the servict of his king and country. May this period 
of repown, if ever it be destined for you, although thp 
ultimate ambition of patriots and of heroes, bp far, fajr 
distant, for the sake of that country, fox the sajge of 
every object which is dear tp you — May your conduct, 
pf which the harbor of Toulon and the hay of Abou- 
kir were witnesses, be only the presage of your future 
trophies wje epfojfoid aclweyemeMs 1 Aa4 
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, may ySfc in the mean time, after a safe and prospe- 
rous voyage, experience? that auspicious reception from 
our gracious sovereign, which the best of masters will 
feel it to be due to a brave and faithful servant 

On this occasion Sir Samuel received the congratu- 
lations of the inhabitants of the islands where he had 
commanded ; accompanied with their thanks for the 
abje manner in which he had provided for their ii^- 
> terests. These testimonies could not fail .to be ex- 
tremely gratifying to his mind, and they are po honora- 
ble to his character that we cannot forbear to introduce 
one or two extracts. The letter transmitted to him 
from the inhabitants of the Virgin Islands, says ; “ The 
enemy's ships of war and privateeis have repeatedly 
learned, from mortifying experience, that their most 
formidable garrisons and batteries could afford them 
little or no protection from your boats, though placed 
almost in contact with them. The predatory squadron 
of Rochfort, possessed of so decided asuperiority,*have 
been greatly checked in their designs, not daring to 
✓ detach itself, fearful of being cut off by your little 
squadron. The recollection of the Juno at Toulon, 
and of the Zealous at Aboukir, would convince this 
flying enemy that what naval skill could project, or 
valor possibly perform, they would have to encounter/* 
In the address of the gentlemen deputed to convey 
to the gallant commodore the sentiments of the Board * 
of Council, for Antigua, we find this passage : “ We 
are desired at the same time to express to yon the 
high sense which the board entertains of your spirited 
couduct in keeping the seas with )our very small squa- 
dron, during the many weeks that the naval strength 
•f the enemy was so vastly superior to you ; and to 
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assure you that we have felt very sincerely for the, 
mortification which a gallant and brave mind, like 
yours, must have experienced at your inability, with 
any regard to prudence, to seek and engage the eqe- 

With these pleasing testimonials. Sir Samuel quitted 
the station where he had commanded with such honor, 
and returned, in the month of June, 1805, to England, 
where he soon afterwards received the appointment 
of colonel of the Woolwich division of Royal Marines. 

At the beginning of the year 1806, Sir Samuel 
Hood was appointed to his former ship, the Centaur, 
and was dispatched with a small squadron, with di- 
rections to take his station off Rochefort. Here he had 
remained some months when he received orders to re- 
turn to England, for the purpose of being sent on fo- 
reign service, and nothing prevented his immediate 
cpmpliance. hut . the want of an officer, to whom to re- 
sign his command. While he was thus, waiting the 
arrival of a successor, fortune* which had never placed 
him in any station without enabling hinrto add to bis- 
fame, afforded him an opportunity of snatching a few 
laurels before he quitted his. post. The particulars of 
thi^ affair, transmitted by Sir Samuel Hood, to Sir 
Charles Cotton, then commanding the fleet off Qrest, 
during the absence of the Earl of St. Vincent, are as. 
follow :-*• 

“ Centaur , at Sea 9 Sept. 1806, 

“ SiR, 

Yesterday morning, about one o'clock, I had 
the good fortune of falling in with a squadron of the 
epemy, standing tp the westwatd.i tbe.squadrouun- 
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tfer my order s being then on the larboard taek, stretch- 
ing in for Chasseron light-house, six or seven leagues 
from us, the Revenge to windward and the Monarch 
to leeward, on the look-out, the latter ship first mak- 
ing the signal for an enemy, when I soon discovered 
seven sail to leeward of me, and considering them, in 
part, line-o f- battle ships, the signal was made to form 
the line, and shortly after I observed them bearing up, 
‘making all sail, and running to the S. S. W. The 
signal was instantly made for a general cbace, and 
the Monarch, from her position and gdod sailing, was 
enabled to keep neaVty within gun-shot, a mile and a 
Tialf, or little mote, a^head of the Centaur* and the 
"Mars On the starboard-bow. At day-light we made 
them out five barge French frigates and two corvettes, 
ope of which bearing a broad pendant ; at five thte 
^Monarch fired a few cihase Shot; and at six the weather- 
most frigate hauled more to the westward, in pursuit 
'of which I dispatched the Mai's ; and one frigate with 
the two corvettes, edged aWay to the south-east, the 
remaining three frigates keeping in close order, indi- 
cating the intention of supporting eafch other. At 4 a 
quarter past ten the Monarch opened her starboard 
guns on the enemy, when a heavy cannonading com- 
menced, and, by tire enemy's management of a run- 
ning light, they succeeded, m some measure, in crip- 
pling the Monarch’s sails and rigging before the €!,&!- 
taur could get up. At eleven we got within fair range 
of two, and opened our fire from the larboard gbns, 
"whilst the Monarch kept engaging the third ship, arid 
about noon one of the two frigates struck, as did tbfr 
one opposed to the Monarch shortly after, 
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It was just before this, I received a severe wound is 
my right arm, (since amputated, and doing well I 
hope,) which.obliged me to leave the deck ; the Mars, 
previous to this, had succeeded in capturing her chase, 
and with her prize, hauled . towards the Centaur, in 
chase of, and firing at the French commodore's ship, 
and at tbiee assisted in capturing her. Those ships 
of the enemy made an obstinato resistance, but the re- 
sult was, as may well be supposed, attended with 
much slaughter, being crowded with troops, out of 
Rochefort the evening before. 

I cannot add too much praise to Captain Lee, of the 
Monarch, for his gallant and officer-like conduct, but 
I am sorry to find his loss has been rather severe, the 
sWell of the sea preventing, at times, the opening of the' 
lower deck ports. 

To Captain Lukin, of the Mars, I feel thankful for 
his steady conduct and attention ; and I have also to 
express my satisfaction at the endeavors of Captains 
Boyles, King, Sir John Gore, and Masefield, to get 
up with the enemy, although they could not succeed. 
The Revenge, from' being well to windward, became 
considerably a-stern after bearing up. 

To Lieuieuant Case, first of the Centaur, I have to 
add tny approbation of his judicious conduct before 
and after my leaving the deck, and I also feel much 
pleased at the steady exertipns of all my officers, sea- 
men, and marines. 

I enclose herewith, a return of the killed an$ 
wounded, and also anuex a list of the enemy’s ships 
captured, and will make a return of the loss as soon 
as possible. # 1 have the honor to be, &c. 

Sam. Hood. . 
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A Return of kitted and wounded on board his Majesty's 
Ships Centaur , Monarch , a/w/ A/a in an Action with 
a Squadron of the Enemy's Frigates , on the 26th of 
Sept. 1806. 

Centaur — 1 seaman and two marines, killed ; Capt* 
Sir Samuel Hood, K, B. and 3 seamen wounded. 

Monarch — 1 petty officer and 3 Seamen killed ; l 
lieutenant, 1 warrant officer, 4 petty officers, aud 1 5 
seamen wounded ; 1 serjeant, 2 corporals, and 4 pri- 
vate marines, wounded. * 

Mars — None killed or wounded. 

Total — Q killed and ,32 wounded. 

Names of the Officers killed and wounded . 

Centaur -* Captain Sir Samuel Hood, K. B. wound- 
ed. 

Monarch— Mr. Bidden, midshipman, killed Lieu- 
tenant Anderson, Mr. Duffy, boatswain, and Mr. 
Geary, midshipman, wounded. 


A List of the Enemy’s Ships captured by the Squadron 
under the Orders of Sir Samuel Hood, K. B.25th Sep - 
t ember 1S06. 

La Gloire, of: 46 guns, commanded by M. Solid, 
capitaine de Vaisseau, carrying a broad pendant. 

L’lndefatigable, of 44 guns, Commanded by M. Gi- 
radiers, capitaiiie de Vaisseau. 

La Minerve, of 44 guns, quite new, commanded by 
M. Colet, capitaine de fregate. 

L’Armide, of 44 guns, two years old, commanded 

by M. Langlois, captain de fregate. 
vot, r. 2 as - V 
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Remarkably fine ships, of large dimensions, mount- 
ing twenty-eight French 18-pounders, on their main- 
decks ; 30-pound carronades on their quarter-dec! s 
and forecastles, and about 650 men (including troops) 
in each ship, full of stores, arms, ammunition, provi* 
sions, &c. 

La Themis, of 44 guns, old— escaped. 

La Sylph, of 18 guns, new — escaped. 

La Lynx, of 18 guns, new — escaped. 

This squadron was induced to leave Rochefort, un* 
der the idea that Sir Samuel Iiood was gone into port, 
as he was not perceived on his old station, but fortu- 
nately he was cruizing in the bay at the time. The 
troops on board the enemy's ships had no officer with 
them above the rank of a colonel, so that it is more 
than probable, that they were destined to reinforce the 
West Indian colonies. At first sight, the result is only 
such as might be expected from an action between three 
English ships, of 74 guns, and four frigates ; but the 
disparity of force was by no means so considerable as 
it would appear. The French ships were of dimen- 
sions far superior to those of vessels of their class, and 
carried very heavy metal, in proportion to their size, 
having 1 8-pounders on their main decks, and 30-pound 
carronades on their quarter-decks and forecastles. The 
sea too, ran so high, as to prevent the Monarch, the 
ship principally opposed to them, from opening her 
lower ports, and the troops pn board the French fri- 
gates, added much to the severity of their fire. Under 
these considerations the enemy cannot be said to have 
been over- matched. La Minerve, one of the" prizes 
was the black frigate engaged by Lord Cochrane in 
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the Pallas some months before, as related in the re- 
gular course of our history. 

Sir Samuel lost his arm at the moment of extending;' % 
'it to give orders. The amputation did not take place 
till two hours after the wound was received, the sur- 
geon hoping he might be able to save it ; but finding 
that to be impossible, the heroic commander submitted* 
to the operation with the greatest fortitude. His offi- 
cial letter to Sir Charles Cotton was signed with his 
left hand. He immediately repaired with his prizes to ■ 
Spithead." Hither his lady hastened to meet her brave 
husband, and, in her anxiety to see him, experienced 
an accident which was near proving fatal. In going 
onboard the Centaur, she would not wait for the chair 
to be hoisted out as usual, but mounting the ship's 
side, her foot slipped, and she fell into the water. As 
it was quite dark, being three o'clock in the mornings 
much alarm was felt for her safety, but by the exer- 
tions which wereinstastly made, her ladyship was taken 
unhurt on board the ship. 

The Centaur then proceeded to the Isle of -Wight** 
and landed her brave commander at Ryde, where he 
resolved to reside till he should recover from his 
wound; on which it is expected that he will be pro- 
moted to a command abroad. It jsa reflection equally 
consolatory to the country, and honorable to himself, 
that, wherever this gallant officer may be destined to 
serve, he will not only maintain the honor of the Bri- 
tish flag, but if opportunity gffers, will add new rays 
to the naval glory of Britain. 


2 B 4l 
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LOUD VJSCOUST tiOOD. 

THIS distinguished veteran was the son of the Rev. 
Mr. Hood, rector of Thorhcombe, in the county of 
Devon. He was not originally intended for the ser- 
vice ; his younger brother, Alexander, now Lord 
Bridport, having entered into the navy, his venerable 
parent could not, for some time, muster sufficient re- 
solution to trust two sons in that honorable but perilous 
career. The youth, however, manifesting a strong in?* 
chnation for the profession, his father was induced to 
comply with his wishes, and in the year 1740, he em« 
barked in the Romney, with Commodore Smith, then 
commander-in-chief on the Newfoundland station, and 
known in the navy by the familiar appellation of Tom 
of Ten Thousand • 

Having distinguished himself as a midshipman on 
various occasions, by his skill and intrepidity, he ob- 
tained the notice and patronage of the discerning com- 
modore, who promoted him to the rank of lieutenant, in 
October, 1746, during the rebellion, when command- 
ing a squadron on the coast of Scotland* Mr. Hood 
was soon afterwards appointed lieutenant of the Win* 
chelsea, of 20 guns, which, in the winter of 1746, en- 
gaged and took a French frigate of superior force.. Du- 
ring the action, which was very spirited, Lieutenant. 
Hood received a severe wound. In 1748, be was re- 
moved to the Princess Louisa, then bearing the flag^ 
of Admiral Watson, whom he accompanied to Loui%* 
burg; and, on the conclusion of the peace, returned 
with him to England. 

In 1754, Mr. Hood was promoted to be commander 
of the Jamaica sloop, stationed at the Bahama Islands; 
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and the following year joined Captain Keppel, who 
commanded the naval department of the expedition in 
which General Braddock was defeated. In 175f), 
having been appointed by Commodore Holmes, his 
captain in the Grafton, in which he was present at the 
action with a French squadron, ott Louisburg, and re- 
turned with him towards the close of the same year to 
England, where he found that he had been made post 
during his absence. 

The first ship given to Captain Hood, after his pro- 
motion, was the Torbay, to which he was appointed 
in January, 1757, in the roonf of Captain Keppel, 
then a member of the court-martial on Admiral Byng. 
In March, he was removed to the Tartar, and in April, 
to the Antelope, of 50 guns. In this ship he perform- 
ed the first brilliant action subsequent to his promo- 
tion, by engaging, driving on shore, and destroying 
the French ship Aquidon, and taking her two consorts, 
as related in Vol. II. p. 43-44. 

In 1758, Captain Hood was appointed to tile Vestal, 
of 32 guns, and in J 759, accompanied Admiral Holmes 
with a squadron destined to co-operate in an expe- 
dition against Quebec. In that ship he had a long and* 
obstinate encounter with the Bellona,’ a French fri- 
gate of the same force, which was, at length, com- 
pelled to surrender to the superior prowess of Captain 
Hood. See Vol. II. p. 94. 

During the remainder of the year 1759, the Vestal 
was attached, with other frigates, to the fleet, sent 
under Rear-admiral Rodney, to bombard Havre d« 
Grace. He was afterwards employed for twp/ eaf 3 
on the coast of Ireland, and the remainder^ war 
he served in the Mediterranean,, un$K Charles 
a 
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Saunders. After the peace of 1 763 , Captain Hood 
hoisted his broad pendant in the Romney,, as com* 
mander-in-chief oh. the Boston station, in if 68. His- 
letters to the ministry during the time he held the com- 
mand, described, in a striking manner, the discontent 
that pervaded all ranks in North America, and in the 
dearest manner predicted what afterwards came to 
pass. 

in July 1T76\ Captain Hood was appointed to the 
Courageux, of 74 guns, and, in February, 1 778, sue* 
ceeded the late Admiral Gambier as commissioner of 
Portsmouth dock-yard. On the 20th of April follow-' 
ing, he was created a 1>aronet, and in September 1780, 
was advanced to the rank of Rear-admiral of the Blue, 

In the winter of 1?80, Sir Samuel Hood first hoist- 
ed his flag oa board the Barfleur, of 98 guns, and 
soon sailed with a squadron to the West Indies. The 
particulars of his engagement in that quarter, with the 
•French fleet upder M. de Grasse, are given in Vol. IH. 
p.,41. It may not, however, be improper to observe, 
that for some days after the action, on the 28th of 
April 1 , 1781, the hostile fleets remained in sight of each, 
other. On the 30th, the British admiral observed the 
van and centre of the squadron,, as well as the rear at 
Borne distance from his ship the Barfleur.^ The ene- 
my's advanced skips were steering towards his van, in^ 
dicatmg a disposition to bring to a decisive conclusion 
a contest they had before so cautiously evaded. Sir 
Samuel made all possible sail towards them, and threW 
out the signal for a close line of battle ; the enemy's 
line being a good deal scattered' and extended^ The 
unexpected manoeuvre he afterwards made, displayed 
hia ability a» a commander, ‘‘that judicious cona^ 
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Tnander,” says one of the roost eminent political writers 
of the age, “ seeing that the French line was very ir- 
regular, and that the van and a part of the centre were 
greatly separated from the rest, made one of those 
bold movements, which, by throwing the fleet into the 
greatest apparent confusion, would, to a common eye, 
have appeared full of danger, at the same time that 
it could only be directed by the greatest judgment. 
The object was to gain the wiud, in which he was very 
near succeeding ; and, in that case, he would have cut 
* off and destroyed one half of the French fleet, before 
it could have been succored by the other. Fortune, 
however, failed in her usual favor to bold enterprize. 
This movement totally changed the appearance of 
things ; and the British fleet, instead of being on the 
defensive, carried the face of being the agressor during 
the remainder of the day." 

On the departure of Sir George Rodney,' for Eu- 
rope, on the 31st of July, Sir Samuel Hood was left? 
commander-in-chief in the West Indies. • Having re- 
ceived intelligence that M. de Grasse had sailed with 
his whole fleet to the Chesapeak, the British admiral 
lost no,time in pursuing him thither, and joined the 
squadron under the command of Rear-admiral Graves. ' 
The particulars of the action which took place in that 
quarter will be found in Vol. HI. p. 29 t35. 

In December Sir Samuel returned, with his squa- 
.dron, to the West Indies ; and in January, 1782, pro- 
ceeded to attempt .the relief of the island of St* 
Christopher attacked by the French. See Vol. III. 
p. 85-90. 

In February, 1782, Sir George Rodney arrived, 

with & reinforcement from 'England, and again as* 
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sumed the chief command. In the action with the 
French fleet on the 9th of April following, the Bar- 
fleur, Sir Samuel Hood’s ship, had at one time seven, 
and in general three ships upon her: but nothing could 
be more glorious than the firm and gallant resistance,' 
with which, and without ever shrinking, this ship sus- 
tained the efforts of so great a superiority. On the 
glorious 1 2th of April, the gallantry of Sir Samuel 
Hood contributed not a little to the success of that day. 
He was closely engagedwith his old antagonist, the 
Ville de Paris, of 1 1 0 guns, and at length had the good 
fortune to behold her strike to the Barfleur. 

On the 18th of April, Sir Samuel was detached with 
some ships to endeavor to pick up the stragglers from 
the enemy’s fleet; on the 19th, be took the Jason and 
Caton, of 64 guns each, a frigate and a sloop. 

As a reward for his distinguished valor aud good 
conduct, he was on the 28th oFMay, 1782, created 
Baron Hood of Catherington, in the kingdom of Ire- 
land ; and on the 20th of June, the court of common- 
council voted him the freedom of the city of London, 
to be presented in a gold box of 100 guineas value, as 
a testimony of the/ high opinion which they entertain- 
ed of his judicious, brave, and able exertions, in the- 
various engagements with the enemy’s fleet in the West 
Indies. 

In October, 1782, his lordship again sailed from the 
West Indies, with a squadron for North America, in 
quest of Vaudreuil ; and, in the month of December, 
returned to his former station. On the conclusion of 
peace, he took his departure from the theatre of his ac- 
tive and glorious exertions ; and, on the 26 th of J ime. 
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1783, arrived with the squadron under his command 
at Spithead. 

In May, 1784, Lord Hood was elected, by a great 
majority, a member of parliament for the city of West- 
minster. On the 30th of April, 17 76, he was appoint- 
ed port-admiral at Portsmouth, and on the 24th of 
September, J?8~, was advanced to the rarfk of Vice- 
admiral of the Blue. When the Earl of Chatham was 
placed at the head of the admiralty, in 1788, Lord 
Hdod was appointed one of the commissioners in thaf 
important department of the public service. 

Op the equipment of an armament against Spain, 
in 1790, and against Russia, in 1791 > the eyes of the 
nation were again directed to this gallant officer, who 
was, on each occasion, appointed commander-in-chief 
of a squadron destined fbr a particular service. Those 
differences being, however, soon adjusted, we a gain find 
him, in June, 1 792, as port-admiral; at Portsmouth, 
which he held together with his appointment of com- 
missioner of the admiralty. 

At the commencement of the war with France, in 
1 793, Lord Hood was immediately nominated to the 
command of a powerful fleet in the Mediterranean. 
Scarcely ever had any officer so arduous a part to per- 
form, from the multifarious duties which fell to his lojt 
in this command ; but although the task he had to 
fulfl], was thus complicated and difficult, the distin- 
guished public testimonies He received, evinced its 
able accomplishment. His lordship's services Were 
acknowledged by the Kings of Sardinia and Naples 
tinder, their own hands ; the pope also manifested, in 
the same manner, his deep sense of the important be- 
nefit be bad derived from the admiral's zeal and atteu* 
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tion^and presented him with an elegant copy of the 
superb work entitled Pio Ckmentino , (in six folio vo- 
lumes, containing engravings of the statues, busts, 
and other antiquities at Rome) which had before never 
Been given to any but crowned heads. 

The proceedings of Lord Hood during his command 
in the Mediterranean, and his services at Toulon^and 
Corsica, have already been so fully described in the 
the third volume of our work, as to render it unneces- 
sary to say any thing farther on the subject. The 
brave admiral's health having been much impaired by 
the fatigue and anxiety attendant on the continuance 
of such a variety of harassing and perplexing auties, hp 
returned to England for its re-establishment in thp 
month oLDecember, 179*. Since that period the pro- 
fessional tajents of his lordship have not been called in«i 
to action. 

On the 25th of March, 1795, Lord Hood was elect- 
ed an elder brother of the Trinity House. In April, 
1796, he was appointed Governor of Greenwich-Hos- 
pital, and in May, the same year, was raised to the 
dignity pf a viscount of Great Britain. His lordship 
was advanced Vice-admiral of the Red," February 1, 
1793; Admiral of the Blue, April 179*5 Admiral of 
White, February 14, 1799; Admiral of the Red, No- 
vember 9, 1 805. 

Lord Hood married Miss Linzee, of Portsmouth, 
•whose father was many years mayor of that place. 
This lady was created a baroness in her own right, dur- 
ing the absence of his lordship in the Mediterranean, 
and died at Greenwich Hospital in 1806. By this 
marriage he has a son apd heir, qqw Baron Hood of 
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Catherington in Hampshire, whosa youngest son will 
suceed to the title of Lord Bridport. 

In the month of May, 1784, Lord Hood was elected- 
member of parliament for Westminster, which city he 
continued to represent till he was created a British' 
peer in 1796 . 


ADMIRAL CORNWALLIS . 

THE honorable William Cornwallis, is son of 
Charles, the first Earl Cornwallis, and brother of tl e 
late illustrious marquis. He was born in 1744, and 
Embarked early in the profession of which he is so dis- 
tinguished an ornament, having received his profes- 
sional education, in what may be termed the Old 
School, under the auspices of Boscawen and Saun- 
ders. 

A merica was the first scene of his naval career. He 
went out on board the Newark, in the fleet com* 
manded by Admiral Boscawen ; from which ship he 
was removed to the Kingston, and was on her quarter- 
deck at the taken of Louisburgh, in 1758. Soon after 
the reduction of that important fortress the Kingston 
returned to Europe, and in March, 1759, Mr. Corn- 
wallis was removed to the Dunkirk, Captain Digby, 
then on the Channel service. This ship was one of .the 
fleet under the command of Sir Edward Hawke, and 
shared in the glory of the victory obtained over the 
French fleet in Quiberon bay, on the 20th of November. 

The Dunkirk was soon afterwards ordered to the 
Mediterranean, under the command of Admiral Sir 
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Charles Saunders. In November, 1760, we find her 
in company wilh the Shrewsbury, Preston, Somerset, 
and several frigates, blocking up a French fleet in 
the island of Candia. On the 27th of December* 
the same year, Mr. Cornwallis Was removed to the 
Neptune, which bore the flag of Admiral Saunders. 

On the 5th of April, 1761, he was made a lieute- 
nant, and appointed to the Thunderer, of 74? guns, 
commanded by. Captain Proby, which in July captured 
after a smart action, the French ship ( I/Achille of 
64 guns. For the particulars of the conflict; see 
Vol. II. p. 155. 

Lieutenant Corwallis remained in the Thunderer 
till July, 1762, when he was promoted to the rank of 
master and commander, and appointed to the Wasp 
sloop; on the 14th of October, ‘he was removed to the 
Swift, in which ship he continued until April, 1765, 
when he was promoted to the rank of post captain, 
and* appointed to the command of the Prince Edward, 
in which ship he remained till the month of May, 1766, 
when she was paid Off. 

Though peace now invited him to repose, his 
thoughts were occupied with professional improvement 
alone, and, after a very short interval of relaxation, 
he again applied for employment, and in September, 
1766, hoisted his pendant on board the Guadaloupe. 
During the whole of the peace, except for very short 
intervals, he commanded different ships on the West 
Indian station and in Europe. 

The American war commenced in 1775, and in 
1778, when the junction of France added strength 
and confidence to the revolted colonies, Capt ? Corn- 
wallis, commanded the Lion; and was attached to 
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4he ill-fated squadron undpr Admiral Byron. Witt 
tM officer he proceeded to the West Indies in pursuit 
of the French admiral, P'Estaigm apd signalized biro- 
-self greatly in the action off Grenada, on the <Hh of 
July. For the particulars see Vol. II. p. 338. In 
ibis engagement the Lion had 21 killed, and 30 wound-* 
ed. " 

After this encounter Captain Cornwallis sailed for 
Jamaica to repair this damage, and there he remained 
amder Admiral Parker, He had pot been long on tips 
station when he had an opportunity of displaying hjs 
.gallantry and abilities, in an action, which, consider* 
lug the disparity of force between the squadrons en- 
gaged, was unexampled during that war. A squadron 
.consisting of the Lion, of jS± guns, the Bristol, of 50, 
and Janus, of 44, cruising off Monte Christi, on the 
, 20th of April, 1780, discovered a convoy to windward 
under the protection of M. Lamotte piquet, who irp- 
. mediately made a signal for the merchant-ships to se- 
parate, and push into Cape Fran§ois, in St. Domingo, 
which they effected. The English ships formed a line 
of battle a-head apd were chased by the French force 
.consisting of three. ships pf74> one of 64 guns, and a 
frigate. .The enemy commenced the action by a dis- 
tant cannonade not diusiug to coipe along-side, and 
the firing continued at intervals during the whole night. 
The next morning the Janus, being pear the French 
.commodore, kept up so well directed a fire, that he was 
compelled In take advantage of a light breeze, and 
sheer off with the Iqss of his mizen-mast and main-top- 
gal lant-mast. The Lion and Bristol having towed up 
.with their hqats,' brought on a general firing which 
lasted son# hpups, Both squadrons having l&in-to 
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for the purpose of repairing their damages, the French 
again made sail, but did not come to action the whole 
night, probably intending to divide the squadron, and 
thus, separately, to overpower their gallant antago- 
nists. The next morning Captain >Cornwallis was 
joined by the Niger, of 64 guns, and two frigates, but 
yet this accession of strength did not place him on an 
equality with the French, the Janus being totally dis- 
abled. The French commander, on the arrival of this 
reinforcement, relinquished the contest, and pushed 
for Cape Franpois, 

Soon after this action the Lion returned to Europe, 
and. in June, 1781, Captain Cornwallis was*appointed 
to the command of the Canada, of 74 guns, in which 
he again joined the fleet on the West India station, 
where he soon had an opportunity of gathering fresh 
laurels. The Canada was one of the ships of that fleet, 
with which Sir Samuel (now Lord) Hood, attempted 
to relieve the island of St. Christopher ; and Captain 
Cornwallis was not the least conspicuous of the actors 
in the glorious scene of the 12th of April, *1782. After 
that splendid achievement, which is circumstantially 
described in our third volume, Captain Cornwallis, 
being sent home with the convoy and prizes, encoun- 
tered that dreadful storm, which proved fatal to the 
Ville de Paris, Centaur, and so many others, both of 
the men of war and merchant vessels. The Canada, 
however, weathered the gale better than any other ship 
in the fleet, and arrived safe at Portsmouth, where 
she was paid off* in October, 1782. 

In January, 1783, Captain Cornwallis was appointed 
to the Ganges, and on the conclusion of the peace was 
removed in March, the same year, to the Royal Char- 
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lotte yacht, which command he retained till October, 
1787. This was the only interval of repose he had en- 
1 joyed since his entrance into the service, a period of 
more than thirty years. * 

After commanding the Robust, for a short time, in 
1787, Mr. Cornwallis hoisted his broad pendant on 
board the Crown, in 1788, on receiving the appoint- 
ment of commander-in-chief in the East Indies. IJere 
no event of importance occurred until after the com- 
mencement of hostilities between the East India Com- 
pany and Tippoo Saib, when the right of searching 
neutral vessels being resisted in an unprecedented 
manner by a French frigate, produced an action at- 
tended with the following circumstances 

The commodore having been informed that ships 
under French arid imperial colors were expecj^d from 
Europe, with ammunition and military stores, for the 
sovereign of Mysore, proceeded to the Malabar coast, 
and remained stationary at Teilicherry, from which 
point he dispatched his crttizers as occasion required. 
In November, 178$, the Resolu French frigate, arriv- 
ed in Mah£ Roads, and on the ]f)th, sailed with two 
merchant ships under convoy. This was supposed to be 
an experiment to try whether the commodore would 
board the merchantmen under bis protection. On their 
appearance in the offing, signals were made to that 
effect to the Phoenix and Perseverance. The former 
fired a gun to leeward unshotted, as a signal to speak 
with them, which the Resolu answered by one to 
windward. The signal was repeated by the English 
ship and again answered by the French, who, with the 
merchantmen, shortened sail, apparently with the in- 
tention of waiting for the Phoenix. The French fri- 
' 2 c 2 
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gale soon afterwards made sail, and the Phoenix fol- 
lowed, making a signal for the Perseverance to attend 
to one of the merchant shaps winch was nearer to her* 
On approaching the Resolu, the French captain de- 
sired to know what the Phcenix wanted, and was in- 
formed by her commander. Sir Richard Strachan, that 
be had orders to examine the two merchant ships, 
and would send a boat on board to explain the reason. 
The cutter was then hoisted out, and a lieutenant sent 
on board the Resolu, which soon afterwards made a 
signal to the two ships. They immediately made sail, 
as did the Phcenix to intercept them. A boat was 
hoisted out, on which the. Resolu fired two shots to 
windward, to deter them from boarding, the Phcenix 
backing to prevent the merchant ships from escaping 
io leeward. The Resolu again fired'at the boats, and 
Sir Richard wore to keep close to her. Soon after* 
wards she fired a broadside into the Phcenix. The 
latter returned the second broadside, and soon silenced 
her antagonist, who made signs that she had struck. 
In this encounter the British ship had 6* men killed and 
H wounded, and the enemy 25 killed and 40 wound- 
ed. The merchant ships proved to be' bound to Man- 
galore, but contained no contraband articles. The x 
French officers refusing to work the ship, she was navi- 
gated by English seamen to Tellicherry, whence Com- 
modore Cornwallis ordered her to be conveyed to a 
French port, and there left. 

So6n after this affair, M. St. Felix, the commander 
of the French squadron, arrived, and a correspondence 
took place between him, and the commodore. He 
threatened resistance in case of an attempt to stop any 
vessels under his protection, but the British command 
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der was not a man likely to be deterred from doing 
his duty by threats. Nothing farther occurred, as no 
subsequent trial was made on the part of the Frepch. 

During his command in India, Commodore Corn- 
wallis paid considerable attention to the economy of 
the public expences in the naval department, in the 
management of which great profusion had, at former 
periods, prevailed : it is even said, that he k^pt his 
whole squadron for nearly the same sum which had 
been required to maintain a single ship. 

In November, 179 * > the commodore shifted his pen- 
dant to the Minerva, and soon afterwards returned to 
Europe. He retained the command of the same ship 
long after his arrival in England, and on the 1st of 
February, 1793, was promoted to the rank of rear- 
admiral of the white. 

In May, 1794, Admiral Cornwallis hoisted his flag 
on board the Excellent; his flag was shilted to the 
Caesar in August, and in December it was flying on 
board the Royal Sovereign. 

In June, 1793, Admiral Cornwallis commanded a 
detached squadron of five' sail of the line, and two 
frigates. Cruizing in the Bay of Biscay, he fell ib with 
a French fleet consisting of 13 sail of the line, 14 fri- 
gates, two brigs and a cutter. The gallantry mani- 
fested by the admiral and his little squadron on this 
occasion, and the masterly retreat h£ made from so 
superior a force, are described in vol. iii. p. 338 — 343. 

In the same month a promotion taking place, Mr. 
Cornwallis was advanced to the rank of vice-admiral 
of the blue. The year following be was nominated by 
his Majesty rear-admiral of Great Britain, and was 
appointed to command on the West India station. He 
2 c 3 
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accordingly set -sail with it convoy for that quarter, 

- but on the passage his ship, the Royal Sovereign, was 
so disabled in a gale of wind, that the admiral thought 
it necessary to return to England. The lords of the 
Admiralty, doubting the propriety of this measure, 
made it the subject of a court-martial, which honor- 
ably acquitted the admiral, who, however, at bis own 
request, soon afterwards struck his flag ; nor did he 
accept of any employment till the change of adminis- 
tration. On the J 4th of February, 1799, he was pro- 
moted to the rank of admiral of the blue, and in 1801/ 
when the Earl of St. Vincent was plaeed at the head 
of the Admiralty, Mr. Cornwallis succeeded him in . 
the command of the Channel fleet, and hoisted his flag 
on board the Ville de Paris. On this station he con- 
tinued without any opportunity of displaying any of the 
distinguished qualifications he possesses, except that 
-of patience, till the conclusion of hostilities afforded 
him a temporary relaxation from the tedious unifor- 
mity of a blockade. 

On the recommencement of the war, the gallant 
admiral again hoisted his flag in his old ship, and re- 
paired to his former station. In August, 1805* the* 
French fleet in Brest made a motion indicative of ai* 
intention to come out. They ventured, however, no* 
farther than their batteries, where, though gredtly su- 
perior in number, they came to an anchor. Blue Billy* 
as our veteran admiral is familiarly styled by the sea- 
men, prepared to attack them, regardless of the ad- 
vantageous situation in which they were posted. On 
the approach of the British fleet they slipped theijr 
cables, and agairl stood into the harbor. Admiral 
'Cornwallis, who led the^van, had nearly cutoff tbeiv 
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rear-most ships, and pursued the enemy under their ' 
own batteries. Part of a shell struck ham on the 
0 breast, but without doing him any injury. — In Novem- 
ber the same year he was advanced to the rank of 
admiral of the red. 

On the change of administration, in February, 
>806, Admiral Cornwallis was superseded by the Eairl 
of St. Vincent, and has not since held any command* 
The British navy cannot boast an officer of greater 
bravery and talents than Admiral Cornwallis, whose 
services, whenever they may be required, cannot fail 
to prove beneficial to his country. 

In the year 1768 the gallant admiral was chosen re- 
presentative in parliament for Eye in Suffolk, And in 
1774 h£ was returned for Portsmouth. At the general 
election in 17^0 he was again elected for Eye, and 
continued in the representation of that borough tii]r 
1806, when die state of his health induced him to 
decline it. 


LORD GARDNER. 

Among those who have contributed to raise the 
naval glory of Britain to its present pre-eminence, the 
name of Gardner will long be mentioned with respect 
and admiration. He was born at Uttoxeter, in Staf- 
fordshire, on the 12th of April, 17*2, and, like most 
of those officers who have attained distinguished honor 
in the naval profession, he entered at an early period 
of life into the service. He commenced his career pa 
the 1st of May, 1755, on board the Medway of 6Q 
guns, commanded by Captain. Peter Dennis. He was in 
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this ship in 1 757, when, in company with the Eagle, 
they took the Due d'Aquitaine, of 60 guns. He ap- . 
.pears to have remov'bd with his commander into the 
Dorsetshire of 70 guns, in which he took , the Raison- 
nable of 64 guns, as mentioned in vol.'ii. p. 6 2. 

Mr. Gardner was still on board the Dorsetshire in 
November, 1759» m the general engagement off Bel- . 
leisle between the English and French fleets, com-' 
manded by Sir Edward Hawke and Marshal de 
Conflaus ; and Captain Dennis was one of those who 
particularly distinguished themselves ian that memo- 
rable affair, as may be seen in the account of it in our 
second volume. 

On the 7tb of March, 1760, Mr. Gardner was ad- 
vanced to the rank of lieutenant and appointed to the 
Bellona, of 74 guns, commanded by Captain Dennis, 
whose favor he seems to have enjoyed in a particular 
manner. That brave officer was succeeded in the 
command of the Bellona by Captain Robert Faulkner, 
an officer in no respect inferior as a seaman. This he 
evinced on the 14th of August, 1761, at the capture 
of the Courageux of 74 guns, in which Lieutenant 
Gardner assisted. The particulars of this achieve- 
ment are given ia vol. ii. p. l4S. 

The success of this action probably accelerated the 
promotion of Mr. Gardner, who, on the 12th of April, 
1762, was advanced to the rank of commander, and 
appointed to the Raven fire-ship. Peace was soon 
afterwards concluded, and it was not till the 19th of 
May, 1766, that he was promoted to the rank of post- 
captain. He was soon afterwards appointed to the 
Preston of 50 guns, the flagship of Rear-admiral Par- 
ry, who was sent out with the chief command on the 
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Jamaica and Windward Island station. Towards the 
•nd of the summer of 1768, he was removed into the 
Levant frigate of 28 guns, and continued on the Ja- 
maica station till 1771, when he returned to England. 
Here the Levant was paid off, and Captain Gardner 
remained unemployed till the year 1 7 75, when he was 
appointed to the Maidstone frigate of 28 guns, and 
sent out to his former station, the island of Jamaica. 

Thq flames of war were now kindled in America, 
and, in consequence of this event, Captain Gardner 
received orders to cruize off the coast of that continent 
to intercept the commerce of the colonies, and to pre-» 
vent their receiving assistance from France, Here, at 
one in the morning of the 4th of November, 1778, he 
discovered a large Trench ship, which he immediately 
chased, and brought to action. The engagement had 
continued about an hour with great resolution on both 
sides, when the captain of the Maidstone found himself 
under the necessity of hauling off to secure his masts, 
land to repair the damages his rigging had sustained. 
At day-break, a second ship, supposed to be the ene- 
my's consort, appeared to windward, and bore down 
upon the Maidstone. When almost within gun-shot, 
she hove to, and made a private signal, which, not 
being answered by the British frigate, the stranger 
hauled her wind, and stood away, leaving her consort 
to her fate. Captain Gardner, having repaired his 
damages as well as time and circumstances would 
permit, renewed the action with his former antagonists 
After an engagement of nearly an hour she was com-^ 
pelled to surrender. The prize proved to be the Lion, 
a ship in the merchant’s employ, bat equipped for war 
as well as for commerce. She carried 40 guns, six. 
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twelve, and fourteen-pounders, and a crew of 2l£ 
men; while, on the other hand, tlie Maidstone had 
only 28 guns, nine and six-pounders, with a crew of 
190 men. The cargo of the prize consisted of upwards 
of 1500 hogsheads of tobacco, which would have been 
a very valuable booty, had not Captain Gardner pre- 
ferred the fulfilment of his public duty to private emo- 
lument. Both the ships were greatly disabled, parti- 
cularly in their masts, sails, and rigging, so that it was 
extremely hazardous for them to beat against a con- 
trary wind. At the conclusion of the engagement the 
wind blew fair for England, and thither Captain Gard- 
ner might have proceeded with his prize in safety, and 
with a certainty of selling her cargo to great advan- 
tage. This temptation, however, was not sufficiently 
powerful to induce him to forego the good of the ser- 
vice, and he shaped his course for the West Indies, 
though the condition of the ships, and the state of the 
wind, rendered the passage highly perilous. There, as 
had been foreseen, the proceeds of the Lion's cargo, 
were not so great by many thousands' of pounds as 
they would have been had she been sent to Eng- 
land. 

Soon after his arrival at Antigua, Captain Gardner 
was promoted by Vice-admiral Byron, then fcommander 
in chief on that station, to the Sultan of 74 guus, as 
successor to Captain Wheelock, who had just died.. 
Ju this ship Captain Gardner was engaged in the action 
off Grenada, with the French fleet under Count d’F^s- 
taing, on the 6th of July, 1?79> and acted as one of the 
seconds to the commander in chief. That Captain 
Gardner bore an ample share in this engagement, was 
evinced by the loss of the Sultan, which had 16 meu ^ 
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tilled, and 39 wounded, a greater number than any 
other ship in the fleet. 

Not long after this event Captain Gardner was sent 
to Jamaica, and the following year returned to Eng- 
land with a convoy under his care. On the arrival of 
the Sultan she was paid off, and Captain Gardner, 
after remaining a short time out of commission, was 
in 1781, appointed to the Duke of 98 guns, one of the 
ships sent to reinforce Sir George Rodney in the West 
Indies. There Captain Gardner had the satisfaction 
to acquire fresh laurels on the 12th of April, 1782, 
which was likewise the anniversary of his birth. On 
that glorious day the Duke was second to the Formi- 
dable, the flag-ship of Sir George Rodney, and Captain 
Gardner had the honor to be the first that broke 
through the enemy’s line. During one period of the 
action, tbe Duke, Formidable, and Namur, had to 
sustain the fire of eleven of the enemy’s ships, and 
their loss was in consequence very great. The Duke 
had 13 men killed, and 60 wounded. The services of 
Captain Gardner were acknowledged by the comman- 
der in his dispatches, and every officer in the fleet bore 
a generous testimony to his merits. On the conclusion 
of peace, the Duke proceeded to Europe, in company 
with most of the other ships employed in the West In- 
dies, and was paid off on her arrival in "England. 

Captain Gardner appears to have held no subsequent 
commission till the 8tb of September, 1785, when he 
was appointed commander in chief on the Jamaica 
station, with the temporary rank of commodore. He 
accordingly^ hoisted his broad pendant on board the 
Europa, df 50 guns, and continued, during the usual 
term of three years, at Jamaica, where he obtained 
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love and esteem of all those who were within the 
sphere of his influence. Returning to England* lie 
was, in 1790, appointed to the Courageux of 74 guns, 
one of the ships put into commission on account of the 
^expected rupture with Spain, but paid off on the ad* 
justment of the dispute. 

In January, 1790, Captain Gardner was appointed 
a lord of the Admiralty, and continued to hold that 
honorable situation till May, 1795. On the promotion 
which took place on the let of February, 179^,^ was 
advanced to the rank of rear-admiral of the blue, and 
the same month hoisted his flag on board the Queen of 
98' guns, on being appointed to the command of' a 
squadron destined for die We6t Indies. Finding on his 
arrival that there was not a sufficient body of land 
forces to undertake any enterprise against the enemy*s 
islands, the admiral returned, in the autumn of the 
same year, to England, and 'his squadron was immedi- 
ately attached to the Channel fleet, uniter the com~ 
mend of Earl Howe. 

* In April, 3794, Admiral Gardner was advanced to 
be rear of the white. In the action of the 29th of May, 
(between Earl Howe and Villanst Joyeuse, the Queen 
was in imminent danger. At one period of the engage- 
ment on that day, she lay totally disabled, and had it 
not been for the timely succour of Admiral Graves in 
Jibe Royal Sovereign, her gallant commander and crew 
‘could scarcely have escaped falling into the hands of 
the French. Notwithstanding the injury his ship had 
sustained, we find Admiral Gardner two days after* 
wards, on the glorious 1st of June, equalling any of 
iris gallant 'colleagues in the work of destruction. In- 
<deed, in -every action in which this intrepid officer was 
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engaged, wherever the battle raged with the greatest 
violence, there was hejnvariably found. It is no won* 
tier, then, that his ship suffered more severely on the 
last-mentioned occasion than any other in the fleet* 
excepting the Brunswick. Three lieutenants, one mid- 
shipman, and 36 men were killed, and 6’7 wounded* 
Among the latter was Captain Hutt, who lost a leg, and 
died on the 2d qf the following month. ' 

On the return of the victorious fleet to port, Admi- 
ral Gardner received, with the other flag-officers, vari- 
ous flattering marks of the favor of his sovereign. He 
was appointed major-general of marines, and received 
on board the Queen Charlotte, from the King’s hands, 
a gold chain and medal, as a mark of his Majesty’s 
approbation of his conduct. On the 4th of July lie 
was promoted to the rank of vice-admiral of the blue; 
and on the 6th of the following month was c.ealed 
a baronet. He likewise received, with th.e other com- 
manders, the thauks of both houses of parliament, and 
addresses of congratulation from the city of London 
and other corporate bodies. ’ , 

Sir Alau t Gardner was elevated to the rank of vice-: 
admiral of the white on the Jst of June, 1 and oa 
the 23d of the same month was second, in command 
under Lord Bridport in the action off Port L'Orient, 
which" terminated in the capture of three French ships 
of the line. lie continued attached to the Channel 
fleet, and ip 1797* removed his flag from the Quean to 
the Royal Sovereign of 1 1 0 guns ; but the shattered 
remains of the French navy keeping close to their har- 
bors, he had no opportunity of addiug to that reputa- 
tion he hud so honorably acquired. On the breaking 
VOL. V. 2d 
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out of the mutiny m the fleet* in the same year, Sir 
Alan Gardner was one of the officers whose firmness 
ahd exertions contributed, not without considerable 
personal risk, to its suppression. 

On the 1 4tfc of February, *799> Sir Alan was ad- 
vanced tp the rank of admiral of the 4due ; and on 
the 3Qth of August, 1800, was appointed commander 
in chief on the coast of Ireland, where he remained 
till the termination of the war. In consideration of 
his long and meritorious services, he was created, on 
the 23d of December, 1800, a peer of Ireland, by the 
title of Baron Gardner of Uttoxeter. \ 

On the recommencement of hostilities, Lord Gardner 
was appointed commander at Portsmouth ; in March, 
1805, he Was removed from that station to the chief 
command of the Channel fleet; on the 21st of July 
following he resumed his command at Cork ; and on~ 
the 9th of November was promoted to the rank of 
admiral of the white. 

In 1769 ^ his lordship * married, at Jamaica, Mrs. 
Turner, a widow lady, only daughter and heiress of 
Francis Gale, of Liguania in that island, and has by 
her a numerous family. His two elde t sous are cap- 
tains ih the royal navy, and bid fair, if opportunity 
offers, to emulate the glory of their father. 

At the general election in 179^> Lord Gardner was 
elepted a member of parliament for Westminster, 
Which city .he continued to represent till the gene- 
ral election in 1 806, when he had the honor to be 
created a British peer. 
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SIR J. t. D UCKWORTH . 

THIS brave officer, who, at the commencement 9f 
the present year, distinguished himself by the destruc- 
tion of a French squadron in the West Indies, is the 
son of a clergyman, and descended from an old and 
highly respectable family. He was a midshipman on 
board the Kent, of 7 4- guns, commanded by Captain 
Fielding, when her aftermost magazine accidentally 
blew up, while saluting the admiral, as she was sailing 
out of Plymouth sound. After his providential escape 
from this fatal event, by which fifty of the crew of the 
Kent were either killed or dreadfully wounded, Mr. 
Duckworth was appointed lieutenant, and accompa- 
nied Captain 'Fielding in the* Diamond, of 32 guns, 
to the coast of America, where abundant opportunity 
was afforded him to become a thorough seaman. 

From the Diamond he Was removed to the Princess 
Royal, of .£8 guns, on the West India station; aft^r 
which he was appointed master and commander of 
the Rover, sloop of war. lie was then made post into 
the Terrible, of 74 guns, and was removed from that 
ship into the Princess Royal, bearing the flag of Admi- 
ral Rowley. In all these gradations his merit was con- 
spicuously displayed on a variety of occasions. 

Whether Captain Duckworth held . any command 
during the peace which succeeded the American war, 
we know not ; but, on the commencement of hostilities 
with France, he was appointed to the Orion, of 74 
guns, one of the squadron sent under the command of 
Admiral Gardner, to the West Indies, early in 179?* 
2d2 
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With that officer, Captain Duckworth returned- to Eu- 
rope in November the same year, and was attached te 
the Channel fleet. 

In the following year Captain Duckworth was one 
Of the officers who contributed to the glorious victory 
of the 1st of June. In the official account of the vic- 
tory, he was mentioned by the noble admiral among 
those officers who had particular claims to his atten- 
tion. In April, 1 7fl5, Captain Duckworth was re- 
moved to the Leviailmu, of J4 guns, and was afterwards 
attached to the fleet in the Mediterranean. In 179S, 
we find his pendant flying on board that ship, having 
been sent by the Earl of St* Y r incent, to co-operate 
with Genera] Stuart in the reduction of Minorca, which 
was effected without the loss of a single man. See 
vol. iv. p. l£>9. / 

In February, 1799* h® was promoted to the rank . 
of Rear-admiral of the White, and was the year ful- 
, lowing appointed to succeed Ldrd Hugh Seymour, in 
the chief command on the Leeward Island statiop, 
where he arrived in "the month of July. Previous to. 
Kis sailing to assmne this command he had the good 
fortune to fall in with a valuable Spanish convoy un- 
der the protection of three frigates, two of which he 
took together with eleven sail of merchantmen* The- 
admiraPs share of the prize-money arising from this* 
Capture is said to have amounted to 75,000b 

When the armed coalition of the northern powers, 
called fof spirited) measures on the part of the British 
government, orders were sent iq Rear-admiral Duck- 
worth to proceed, in conjunction with General Trigge, 
to attack thO Swedish^ and Danish islaucfs in the West - 
Indies. "The islands of*St. Bartholomew, and 'St,. Ma.r- 

■■ 
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tin fell an easy conquest to tile British commanders, 
who immediately directed their force against the Dtf- 
■hish cokmfies St. Thomas, St. Crux, and St. John's# v 
Such was the activity with wbkh this expedition was 
.prosecuted Chat though it was the 20tb‘of March he** 
fore the British troops landed on the first mentioned 
of these islands, yet by the end of that month they 
found themselves in undisturbed possession of tbfe 
whole of them. For these services the king conferred 
the order of the Bath on the rear-admiral, who had, 
at the beginning of 1801, been advanced to the rank 
©f rear-admiral of the red. . 

in April, he took possession of the felarids of St. Ei»» 
statia and Saha, the former of which had hoen eva^ 
coated by 1 the French garrison, who; however^ left 
behind them 48 pieces of eteonon and a quantity oi 
military stores. 

On the re-co m men cement of hostilities, m 1802k 
$>r J.^. Duckworth was appointed commander- ii> 
chief. at Jamaica, and removed his Hug into the Shark 
skx>p, then lying hi the harbor of Fort Royal, On 
ibis station, his cruisers were uncommonly, active arid 
successful. Here too he ooaducSed tbt negociutisft 
with the French, in ^t. Domingov which terminated in 
the capitulation of Rocbatfclfeao add hia tfroopte to ifct 
British arm. 

In April, I804y he was prarawted to be Vioeadtoriu^: 
of foe Blue* and at the conclusion of foeyear, relumed' 
to England. Born after his arrival, part of his coed act 
while abroad became the subject of the investigation of 
« cmrrt-UBttrtial, which, so for from criminating the 
gallant admiral, only served to covqr fees accuser with 
£c 3 
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shame and disgrace. The sentence of the court was tfc* 
the following effect 

•* Pursuant to an 6rder from the right honourable 
the LordsCouimissioners of the Admiralty, dated the 
22d d*y of April- ult., and* directed to the president?, 
setting forth that he had transmitted to their lordships 
a letter which he had received from Captain J. A. 
Wood, dated the 19th ult. representing his having been 
oppressively removed' from the command* of his Ma- 
jesty's ship Acasta, by Vice-admiral Sir J. T. Duck- 
worth, K. B; then GommandeTrin- chief of his Majes- 
ty’s ships and vessels at Jamaica ; and that the said 
vtice-admiralbad, in the most 'shameful and scandalous 
manner, loaded, received 1 on board, and suffered to* 
be received op board bis Majesty’s ship Acasta, an im- 
mense quantity of goods and merchandize other than • 
for the use of the ship, in defiance and contrary to the 
#ue intent and' meahing of the 18 th article of war;; 
/ *nd requesting*, as such proceedings were contrary and- 
Jjighly injurious to his Majesty’s service, oppressive to 
individuals, an^ unworthy tlie character of an officer ; 
that the said* vice-admiral may be tried by a courts 
martial for the offences therein set forth, and that their 
lordships thought fit that Captain Wood’s request 
$bpujd be complied with the court proceeded to try 
the said. Sir J. T* Duckworth,^ K. B. Vice-admiral of 
the Bluer for the offences with which be is charged by 
Captain Wood, in his letter above-mentioned^ And 
- fcaving heard the -evidence produced in support of the 
evid^pce, and by the said vice-admiral hi his defence, 

* and what be had to al ledge in support thereof* and hav* 
^pg^meturely and deliberately weighecLand considered 
the \vhole, the court is of.opinion that the charges have 
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not been proved against the said Vice-admiral Sir JL 
T. Duckworth, K. B. ; hut that they are gross, scan- 
dalous, malicious, shameful ^ and highly subversive of 
the' discipline and good government of his Majesty's 
service, and doth adjudge him to be finest ftflly and 
honorably acquitted of all and every part thereof ; and 
the said Vice-admiral' Sir J.T. Duckworth, K. B. is 
hereby most fully and honorably acquitted of all and 
every part thereof as aforesaid accordingly.” 

The president in returning his sword to Admiral 
Duckworth, addressed him in the following mart- 
•ner : 

“ Slr> . . 

t u l take great pleasure m returning you this sword 
.which you have so often and so honorably drawn in the 
defence pf your country > and I am desired by the 
court to say, that it is their unanimous wish that obr 
.gracious sovereign may be pleased soon again to calf 
you forth to draw it once pipre in, the defence of your 
king and country..” 

This / wish was actually accomplished ; but the sub- 
sequent proceedings of the gallant admiral, and the . 
events which led to his last splendid, achievement at 
St. Domingo, are fully detailed in a former part of 
this volume^ to which we refer the reader. We have 
therefore only to. observe farther, that, on the 19 th of 
November, 1805, he was advanced to the rank of 
vice-admiral of the white* 
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SIR HOME POPHAM. 

THE various important services in which this officer 
has been engaged, and especially the conspicuous pfcrt 
he has acted in the capture of the'Cape of Good Hope 
and Buenos A; res, justly entitle him to notice among 
the naval worthies of 'Britain. 

Sir Home was boro in 1.7-62, at Tetoan, on the coast 
of Morocco, at which port his father was consul. His- 
another died in child-birth of him. Her death was 
occasioned by the circumstance of Admiral Cell’s 
firing a salute, at a period when a visit from the 
enemy was expected. The consequence was, that she* 
expired before Sir Home was in the world. She had 
* very numerous progeny, of whom he was the twenty^ 
fifst, but out of this number only Sir Homo and his 
widest brother, General Popham, are now living. 

>He was indebted for his education to Mr. Stephen 
Pepham, of Madras, who Was eminent for Iris taleiite; 
in the law. When very young, lie was sent to West- 
minster school, and on account of the extraordinary 
'progress lie h&d made in his studies, was admitted ate 
the eafly age of thirteen years into the university o i 
^Catnbridge. He had previously made one or two short 
'trips to sea ; but did not finally embrace the naval 
bef Vice till he had Wen twelve months at the miner- 

. t •) ’ 

Sity. 

Mr. Popham commenced his career as a seaman, 
under the auspices of the late Commodore Thompson, 
who acted the part of father, of instructor, and of pro- 
' tector to his boyish years. It is believed, that he was 
first employed under that officer on the home station;. 
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that at the defeat of the Spanish squadron commanded 
by Langara, in June 1778, he was in the Hyseha, a re- 
peating frigate, and that he continued in lhre'6afifte ship 
till she was paid off at thei beginning of 1782. * 

Towards the close of the American war, Mr. Pop- 
ham attained the rank of lieutenant, but the peacfe 
which ensued left him without fortune and without 
employment. Under these circumstances his attention 
was directed towards the East Indies, where his eldest 
brother had already distinguished himself. lie acs" 
cordingljr repaired thither, and visited most parts of 
India. His talents for marine surveying, in which he 
is not excelled by any officer in the British servicd, 
procured his appointment, at the special recommenda- 
tion of Lord Cornwallis, as one of a committee in 1788, 
to survey New Harbour in the river Hoogly, which 
had been represented as a proper place for a dock- 
yard. ' ^ ; 

In 1 79 U Lieutenant Popham commanded a country 
ship in India, and «being bound from Bengal to Bom- 
bay, during a very tempestuous monsoon, be was ob* 
liged to bear up for the StTaits of Malacca, and anchor 
at Pulo Penang, now called Prince of Wales's Island* 
This event "led to the discovery of the southern passage, 

, or outlet, which had not before been explored, a dis- 
covery which obtained him a Utter of thanks from the , 
'government* as it was likely to prove beneficial to the 
commerce of the company, by removing the objections 
which prevented the commanders of their ships from 
touching at the island late in the season, when the 
strong winds from the north and north-west occasioned 
a delay’ of several days in working round the north 
cud of the island to go to the southward* It was ah** 
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expected that it would encourage ships to touch at the 
island on their return from China, which few were 
abkvto accomplish before the southern channel was 
ascertained. 

The letter of thanks was not the'only compensation 
which Lieutenant Popbam received for this service. A 
piece of plate was presented him in the name of the. 
governor-?general in council ; and the court of direc- 
tors, on receiving the intelligence, recommended him 
in very strong terms to the board of Admiralty. 

Lieutenant Poph&m’s survey of the south channel 
afforded him employment for 6ome time. The compa- 
ny's ships which passed through it, were enabled to save 
considerable time, and three of their commanders, Cap- 
tains Lawrie, Reid, and M 4 Intosh, in a letter dated from 
Canton, November 13, 1792, signified their wish to 
present him with a piece of plate in their own narae^, 
and those of others sailing from Bombay. Beacons 
were first placed along it for the direction of mariners, 
and these were afterwards replaced by buoys. 

After having acted for some years as a free trader 
4 # the east, Lieutenant Popham was appointed to the 
command of the Etrusoo, an imperial east Indiamau. 
This vessel, on her return from Bengal to Ostend, was 
seised, and made prize of by an English frigate, a con- 
siderable part of the propriety on board being sup^ 
posed to belong to British subjects. On this occasion 
her commander was a considerable loser, but it wap 
probably to this apparently untoward circumstance, 
that he was indebted for his subsequent advancement 
and success in the service of his country. 

The war with France Was now commencing; and in 
the early part of it Lieutenant Popham was attached. 
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with a party of seamen under his orders, to the army 
commanded by the Duke of York in Flanders aud 
Holland. The first service in which he was employed 
was, to assist in the defence of Nieuport against the 
French. At this time, about the month of November, 
he conceived the idea of arming the fishermen of Flan- 
ders in defence of their own towns; and the plan being 
approved by the Duke of York, be formed a regular 
corps, which was placed under his command; aud to 
their utility many distinguished officers bore the amplest 
testimony. 

In November, 179+* General Pichegru having con- 
quered Crevecoeur, Venloo, and Maestrieht, proceeded 
with a powerful army to lav siege to Nimeguen. This 
city was not only defended by a numerous garrison, 
but the Duke of York was able at any time to throw 
in supplies from his camp at Arnheim. As it was evi- 
dent that the place could not be taken till all inter- 
course with the English troops was cut off, the enemy 
immediately erected two strong batteries to the right 
and left of the line of defence ; and these were so well < 
served by their artillery^ that they at length 'destroyed 
one of the boats which supported the bridge of com- 
munication. In consequence of this, the place must 
have surrendered immediately, had it not been for the 
exertions of Lieutenant Popham, who, having repaired 1 
thither from Ostend, repaired the damage, and thus 
for a time protracted the fate of the town. It was for 
this particular service that, on the 7lb of April, 1795, 
Mr. Popham was promoted to the rank of post-cap* 
tain. 

In the course of the last-mentioned year, he acted 
in the capacity of naval agent for the English army 09 

_ 3 / * 
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the continent; and under his immediate inspection the- 
English trocps which had been serving there were 
embarked, and escorted to England by the Daedalus 
and Amphion frigates* 

An invasion of the British islands having been threat- 
ened by the French, the attention of Captain Popham 
was directed to the means of successfully resisting such 
an attempt. This gave rise to his plan fdr raising ancj 
organizing the sea fencibles, which, having been ap- 
proved by government, was carried into effect in the 
spring of 1798- Agreeably to this plan, the coast of 
England wa$ divided into districts, over each of which 
a post- cap tain, with a certain number of commanders 
and lieutenants, was appointed. The district from 
Beachy Head to Deal inclusive, was assigned to Captain 
Popham, as a reward for his industry and attention ; 
and the whole of his conduct on this station evinced 
the most laudable activity ,aud exertion. 

Government having received intelligence early in 
1798, that the enemy had collected a great number of 
gun-boats and transports at Flushing, with a view to 
send them to Dunkirk and Ostend by the Bruges 
canal, formed a plan for destroying the bason gates 
and sluices. For the execution of this project, Cap- 
tain Popham was selected on account of his acquaint- 
ance witl^ the country, and his well-established repu- 
tation for enterprise. The particulars of this expedi- 
tion, and the causes of its failure will be found detailed 
in vol. iv. p. 124*. 

> treaty having been concluded in 1 799* between 
Great Britain and Russia, by which the latter engaged 
to furnish a certain number of ships and men for an 
expedition against Holland, Captain Popham was sent 
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to Gronstadt, in the Nile lugger, in the capacity of a 
British commissary, to superintend the embarkation 
of the troops. On this occasion he received a visit 
on board his little vessel from the Emperor Paul, and 
the whole of the imperial family, who were highly de- 
lighted with the attentions that were paid them, and 
the amusemenLof the day. The emperor, among other 
distinguishing marks of favor, presented him with a 
gold box set with diamonds, and a picture of the 
donor, and conferred oh him the cross of Malta, an 
honor which was afterwards confirmed Xo him by bis 
pwn sovereign. 

Scarcely had Sir Home returned to England, when 
tlie expedition 16 Holland took place. In conjunction 
with Captain Godfrey* he was entrusted with the com* 
niand of three gun-boats on the canal of Alkmaar. By - 
the skilful ma nagement -of these v essels, the fl anks of 
the British army were protected, and the French so 
much annoyed, that the Duke of York, in his public 
dispatches, expressed himself highly indebted to Sir 
Home Popham and Captain Godfrey for their assist* 
.mice. The numerous services of the former had riow 
'become so Conspicuous, that some pecuniary reward 
was deemed requisite, and on the 26th of December, 
1799 * an annual pension of 500h was settled upon 
him. 

* In the course of the year 1 800, lie was appointed to 
the command of a small squadron intended to convey 
a detachment of troops from the Cape of Good Hope, 
up the Red Sea, for the purpose of co-operating in tlie 
projected expedition against the French in Egypt. He 1 
accordingly hoisted his pendant on board the Romney 
of 50 guns, and proceeded with the Sensible of 36 # 
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suid the Sheerness and Wilhelmina of 44 guns each , t* 
execute the commission with which he had been in- 
trusted. Having performed this service, he set sail 
for the East Indies for stores and provisions, but in- 
stead of repairing to Bombay, where some of them 
might have been furnished from the king's stores, he' 
^tevTned it more eligible to proceed to Calcutta, in 
order to have an interview with the governor-general 
in person. In November, 1801 , he was preparing to 
return to the Red Sea, when he was called back by an 
order from the vice-president in council, in conse- 
quence of a dispatch from England* intimating a strong 
suspicion that the French had sent out an expedition 
against the - Portuguese -settlement of Macao, with a 
v^ew to intercept the ships employed in the China 
trade. Sir Home immediately suggested the necessity 
of sending a force for the protection of the settlement, 
and offered his services to convoy it. Preparations 
were accordingly ipade ; but having arrived at Prince 
of Wales's Island in December, 1802, be there found 
Admiral Rainier, whd> directed the Arrogant and 
Orpheus to proceed to Macao with the Indiamen; and 
as his squadron was scantily supplied, part of the 
Romney's stores and provisions were taken out to 
enablq them to perform that service. 

' In January, 1803, the commodore again sailed for 
the Red Sea, and the re-embarkation of the company's 
troops being effected, he returned to England. Soon 
after his arrival, he obtained a seat in parliament for 
Yarmouth, in the Isle qf Wight. 

'About this time an investigation was instituted re- 
lative to the expenditure occasioned by the refitting 
and equipment of the Romney in the East indies; a 
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measure which appears rather to have originated itr 
a malignant party-spirit, than in anxiety for the wel- 
fare of the public service. This business, after a long, 
unnecessary, and vexatious delay, was submitted to 
a committee of the House of Connhons, who were 
directed , to examine the proceedings' of the Admi- 
ralty and Navy Boards, and of the Commission of 
Naval Inquiry, with other circumstances connected 
with the case. But, so far from finding any thing to 
criminate ,Sir Home Popbam, this committee declared, 
4< that he appeared from his conduct to have beer* 
actuated by no other motive, than that of an ardent 
zeal for the public service ; and that, so far from en- 
couraging and conniving at any waste, he appeared to- 
have effected very considerable savings.” 

In September, 1 804, Sir Home was appointed to 
the Antelope of 50 guns, and in the absence of Admi- 
ral Louis, assumed the commaud on the Dungenesa 
station. Soon afterwards he was removed to the Dia- 
dem of .50 guns ; and, on ihe equipment of an expedi- 
tion against the Cape of Good Hope, towards the con- 
clusion of 1805, Sir Home Popham was selected to 
conduct it. With what ability he executed this com- 
mission may be seen in a former part of this volume j 
an account of bis farther success in the conquest of 
Buenos Ayres, the plan of which originated, w T e believe, 
entirely with himself, will hereafter *be the subject of 
our notice. 
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LORD KEITH . 

THE honourable George Keith Elphinstone, the 
son of Charles Lord Elphinstone, a peer of Scotland* 
was born in the year 1 747. Of the early part of hi*' 
professional career, no' authentic particulars have 
come to our knowledge. His promotion as post-cap* 
Tain bears date May 1 1, 1775, and* the year follow* 
ing, he was appointed to the Pearl frigate, of 32 guns* 
in which he served in America under the orders of 
Earl H owe. We next find him in the Perseus frigate* 
under Admiral Arbuthnot. At the reduction o£ 
Charlestown, he commanded a detachment of seamen, 
on shore, and received the official commendation of 
General Clinton, the commander of the land forces foe 
his gallantry and spirited exertions. 

On his return from America, Captain Elphinstone 
was appointed to the Warwick, of 50 guns, and being 
on a cruize in the Channel, he fell in with a Dutch 
ship of equal force, otf the 5th of January, 1781, and 
took her. The particulars of the action are given in 
vol. iii. p. 10. During the remainder of the war 
Captain Elphinstone continued in the Warwick, prin* 
cipally employed on the North American station,, 
where, on the 1 1th of September, 1782, he was con- 
cerned in the capture of the French frigate L'Aigle, of 
40 guns. See vol. iii. p. 84. 

From the peace of 1783, Captain Elphinstone ap- 
pears to have remained unemployed till the commence- 
ment of the war with France, in 1793, when he was 

appointed tp command the Robust, of 74 guns, one of 
v * • 
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tiie squadron sent to the Mediterranean under Lord 
Hood. When the necessary arrangements were mad? 
for taking possession of Toulon, Captain Elphinstone, 
who superintended the landing of the troops at Fort la 
Malgue, was appointed by the admiral to Ret as their 
eommander and governor of the fort. In this difficult 
, post he displayed, not only the greatest personal intre- 
pidity, but likewise a consummate knowledge of mili- 
tary tactics. When it was found indispensably neces- 
sary to evacuate Toulon, the care of embarking the 
artillery, stores, and troops was committed'lo Captain 
Elphinstone. This service he executed with such 
ability as to obtain the most liberal encomiums of the 
commander-in-chief, as well as of General Dundas*;. 
and, on his return to England, he was honored by- his 
, Majesty with the order of the Bath. 

On the 11th of April, 1704, Captain- Elphinstone 
was promoted to be Rear-admiral of the Blue, and oik 
the 4th of July, was advanced to the same rank in the * 
white sqpadron ; on which he hoisted his flag on board 
the Barfleur, of 98 guns, Rear-admiral Rowley who 
commanded her on the glorious 1st of June, having 
lost a. leg dn that memorable occasion. He continued 
with- the Channel fleet during the remainder of the 
year ; but war having broken out between Great Bri- 
tain ancl Holland, he shifted his flag early in 1795,, 
from the Barfleur to the Monarch, of 74 guns, and; 
assumed the command of a squadron destined against 
the Cape of Good Hope. The proceedings of the adt 
rairaf which terminated in the reduction of that colony 
and the capture of a Dutch squadron sent out for the- 
express purpose of reconquering jt, will be found in 
wi. iii, p. 369-375, and vol. iv. p. 41-43. 

2.E 3 
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After the performance of these services Admiral 
Elphinslbne sailed for Europe in the moi^tli of October,. 
1796', and, on the 7th of March, 17 * 97 > he waselevated 
to the dignity of a baron of Ireland, by the title of 
Lord Keith. In May, the- same year, he was sent to, 
Sheerness to superintend the naval preparation* that 
were making against the mutineers. After this he* 
commanded for a short time a detachment of the Chan- 
nel Fleet, and had his flag flying on board the Queen 
Charlotte. 

Towards the conclusion of J798,. he was second in* 
oommand of- the fleet in the Mediterranean and had ; 
his flag on board the* Foudroyant, of 80 guns. On< 
the 14th Qf February, 1799, Lord Keith was promoted 
to the rank of Vice-admiral of the Red, and on the 23d 
of June, the Earl of St. Vincent, whose health obliged 
him to return to England, resigned to him the com- 
mand of the Mediterranean fleet. His operations in 
that quarter are detailed in vol. iv. p. 247-248. ; 

On the 1st of January, 1801, a general promotion, 
of flag-officers took place in honor of the union be- 
tween Great Britain and Ireland, on which occasion, 
Lord Keith was advanced to the rank of Admiral of 
the filue. His flag this year was cn board the Fou-. 
droyant, and be commanded the naval force employed 
against the French on the coast oe Egypt, For his. 
services, on this important station, he was created a* 
a peer of Great Britain, received the thanks of both 
houses of parliament, and was presented, by the City, 
of London, with a sword of the value of one hundred, 
guineas. 

The success which attended the 'British arms in, 
Egypt, materially contributed to bring about a peace. 
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Hostilities, however, were soon renewed, and in the 
month of March, 1803, Lord Keith was appointed^ to 
the chief naval* commands at Plymouth. On the 9^ 
of November, 1 805, he was advanced to the rank of 
Admiral of the White.. 

In 1 787, Lord Keith married Jane, daughter and 1 
sole heiress of William Mercer, Esq. of Aldie and 
Meekelem, in the county of Perth. By this lady, whow 
died in 1789, he had one daughter, Margaret, -on 
whom', and her heirs male, if his lordship should leaver 
&o male issue, the barony is entailed. 


SIR ANDREW MITCHELL. i v 

THIS officer was a native of one of the southern* 
counties of Scotland. He wa9 born in or about the 
year 1757, and received his education at Edinburgh, 
in one of those public grammar schools which contri-c 
bute so powerfully to the education of the youth of 
that country. His father having died ^while young, 
the care of his early years devolved entirely on his 
mother* . 

Being destined for the navy, b$ was placed on the- 
quarter-deck of the Rippon, of 60 gune, then tom-’ 
manded by the late Admiral Sir Edward Vernon, with 
whom he repaired to India in 1776* and he exhibits a 
memorable instance of a young man's arriving in Asia 
in the capacity of a midshipman, and returning to 
Europe 6s a post-captain. France having declared in' 
favor of the insurgent Americans, India soon became 
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the scene of action, mod Sir Edward Vernon, wbo the* 
hoisted a broad pendant as a commodore, had several, 
' brushes with the enemy. On the 10th of August,. 
1778, in particular, he fell in with the fleet commanded 
by M. Frangolly, on the coast of Coromandel, on which, 
occasion an indecisive action took place. But, al- 
though the British squadron did not succeed in bring- 
ing the enemy to close quarters, yet it obliged them to. 
leave the coast, on which the commodore took posses- 
sion of tha anchorage in Pondicherry road, and .co- 
operated effectually in the reduction of that place*. 

In the mean time Mr. Mitchell, wbo bad been for 
some time a lieutenant, was promoted to the eommand 
•f the Coventry of 23. guns. Rear-admiral Sir Edward* 
Hughes having sailed from Spithead on the 8th of 
March 1779, on his arrival assume^ the command ii* 
the Indian seas, and opened such a scene of naval tac- 
tics, as had never before been witnessed in that distant 
quarter of the globe*. Being on board a small vessel,. 
Captain Mitchell of course had it not in his power to 
enter the line of battle, which was so often formed, 
against the able and gallant Count de Suftrein, and 
therefore was unable to distinguish himself in any of 
the actions of that day. But in 1782, while cruizing 
off Ceylon, we find him attacking the Bellona,. a. 
French forty-gun ship, which was forced, to sheer off, 
after a sharp action of two hours and a half. Sir Ed- 
ward Hughes thought so highly of this exploit, .as to. 
make it, the principal subject of an official dispatchito . 
the Admiralty* dated on the day of the arrival of the 
Coventry at. Madras*. The particulars of. it are given, 
in vol. hi. p. 121. 

The bravery of Captain Mitchell in this action di<T. 
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m>t pass unrewarded* as he was soon, afterwards pro* 
moted to the Sultan of 74* guns, in the room of Cap- 
tain Watt, who fell in the action of the 3d of Septem- 
ber* The Superb, the admiral's ship, having suffered 
considerable damage in one of the most dreadful hur- 
ricanes ever experienced in that quarter, he shifted his 
flag for a time into the Sultan. In the action of th© 
20th of June, 1783, the last which took plaoejaetween 
Sir Edward Hughes and the French admiral Suffrein * 
Captain Mitchell's ship, the Sultan, had 4 men killed 
and 20 ‘wounded. 

A few days afterwards arrived the intelligence of the 
conclusion of peace, on which Captain Mitchell re- 
turned to Europe with a convoy ; and having obtained 
a considerable sum by way of prize-money, deemed 
himself secure of all those enjoyments which can be 
obtained by the possession of affluence in his native* 
country. But, it is well known, that the independence 
of a naval oflicer in the British service too often de- 
pends on the fidelity, punctuality, £nd attention of his 
agent; and, unfortunately, Captain Mitchell’s was 
more occupied in feeling the pulse of a district of 
Scotch boroughs, with a view to a general election,, 
than in attending to the interests of his clients. The 
result was, that after many years spent in active ser- 
vice abroad, Captain Mitchell found himself, soon, 
after bis arrival in London, bereft of nearly all his for- 
tune! 

During the peace, like many other meritorious offi- 
cers, he remained unemployed i but no sooner did the 
war with France take place, than he was promoted tq 
a ship, and we find him serving under Lord Howe, first 
on board the Asia of ()4 guns, and then in the Itnpreg- 
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DaWe. of 90 guns. In 1795, he took rank as a fear* 
admiral of tlie blue squadron ; in February, 1797, be 
was advanced to the same rank in the white; and in 
February, 1799r to be vice-admiral of the blue. The 
first time, however, that his fl^g was hoisted r was in 
-April, 1799> ou, board the Zealand of 6 4* guns, at the 
Nore. 

About this time the government having conceived 
the plan of an expedition to Holland, the naval part 
of it was entrusted to Vice-admiral Mitchell, who 
shifted his flag into the Isis of 50 guns. However 
unfortunate the military operations might be, com- 
plete success attended the measures adopted by Admi- v 
ral Mitchell, who was enabled, without bloodshed, to 
add twenty-four sail of Dutch ships, of which ten. 
were of the line* to the British navy. See vol. Lv. 

p. 201. 

The skill, bravery, and conduct of the. vice-admiral,, 
obtained the highest approbation of the governments 
The thanks of both houses of parliament were voted 
him, and on the 9th of January, 1800* his Majesty 
conferred on him the order of the Bath* The city of 
London also voted him their thanks, and presented 
him with a sword valued atone hundred guineas. 

In the same year, Sir Andrew served' under Lord 
Bridport, in the Channel fleet, having his flag oa 
board the Windsor Castle of 98 guns. On the 1st 
©f January, 1801, he was promoted to be vice-admiral 
of the while, and for some time continued to command 
a division of the Channel fleet under Admiral Corn- 
waiiis. In November he was sent with a detachment 
of that fleet to Bantry Bay, in Ireland, where, iu the 
following month, violent symptoms of mutiny hroko 
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out in . the Temeraire, under the command of Rear- 
admiral Campbell, which ship had been ordered, with' 
several others, to the West Indies. The mutineers 
being secured, the fleet proceeded to Spithead, where 
v Sir Andrew acted as president of the court-martial 
appointed to try them. 

In' the spring of 1802, Sir Andrew Mitchell sailed 
in the Learider of 50 guns, to take the chief command 
at Halifax in Nova Scotia. In 1803, he lost his wife, 
who died at Bermuda, whither he had been advised 
to go for the benefit of his health; and some time 
afterwards he married a lady of Halifax. On the 23d 
of April,* 1804, he was made vice-admiral of the red, 
and on the 9th of November, 1805, admiral of the 
' blue. He again went early in 1806, to Bermuda, for 
the benefit of his health, and there died on the 26th of 
February. 

No one knew better than Sir Andrew Mitchell how 
to preserve that spirit of subordination which is essen- 
tial to the interests of the navy ; yet no one was more 
beloved by his officers, or lived on better terms with 
them. Like a father among his children, the sole ob- 
ject of his care seemed fp be to make them happy. 
He was extremely fond of music and being provided 
with an excellent band, it was his custom, when not 
prevented by professional avocations, to assemble such 
of his officers as were not on duty in the great cabin to 
enjoy the concert. AVben obliged to part with his 
officers, — several gentlemen educated on his quarter- 
deck being now post-captains, — be could scarcely refrain 
from tears. His unwearied attention to the-seamen as 
well as *q the officers under his command ns well 
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known; and the natural consequence was, that he died 
respected and lamented by all who were within the 
sphere of his influence. 

-x- -m:.. mginsri n-.-rw^n. J 
SIR THOMAS LOUIS. 

THIS officer, who was born in the yea* 1759, is 
descended from a respectable family settled at Exeter* 
in the county of Devon. He had not completed his 
twelfth year, when he embarked in 177 0, in the capa- 
city of a "midshipman, on hoard of the Fly sloop, com- 
manded by Captain Graham. He was removed th« 
following year into the Southampton frigate, then 
commanded ty Captain Macbride. During bis con- 
tinuance in that ship, she was employed, in J772> 

. together with the Seaford frigate and theCruizer sloop* 

• in conveying the unfortunate queen of Denmark from 
Elsineur to Stade. 

Mr. Louis remained in the Southampton till 1774, 
when he was removed into the Kent of 74 guns, Cap- 
tain Fielding; after which be again served in the Fly 
sloop and the Southampton and Orpheus frigates, in 
P775, he experienced another removal into the Thetis 
frigate,, in which he made a voyage to St. Helena* 
under his first commander, Captain Graham. After a 
regular apprenticeship of seven years to bis profession, 
Mr. Louis, in July 1?77> attained to the rank of lieu- 
tenant in the Bienfaisant of 64 guns, commanded by 
Captain Macbride, with whose fortune that of Mr. 
Louis -seems to have been closely linked. The Bien- 
faisaut was employed either on the home station, or 
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•n such services as the main fleet or detachments from 
it were engaged in. She- was one of the fleet under Ad- 
miral Keppel in his action with the Count d'Orvilliers, 
on the 27th of July, 1778,. when the Bienfaisant was 
in such a position in the line as to prevent her from 
taking a decisive part in the engagement, so that she 
escaped without injury to a single man. 

In 1779, Mr. Louis became first lieutenant of the 
Bienfaisant, and towards the conclusion of the year 
sailed in her with the squadron destined for the relief 
of Gibraltar. On their passage they had the good for* 
tune to fall in with a Spanish convoy from St. Sebas- 
tian's bound tQ Cadiz, laden with naval stores, provi- 
sions, &c. escorted hy seven ships of war belonging 
to the Royal Caraccas Company. The whole of this 
convoy was captured, the commodore, in the Guipus* 
coa, of 64 guns, surrendering to the Bienfaisant. 

A few days afterwards, on the l6th of January, 

1 7 SO, the Spanish .fleet under the command of Don 
Juan de Langara, appeared in sight of the British* An 
action took place the result of which is ^iven in VoL 
II. p. 348. In this engagement Lieutenant Louis wit^ 
uessed some very warm work, and, as appears by the 
account to which we have referred, was appointed prize- 
master of the Phoenix, the Spanish admiral’s ship 
which struck to the Bienfaisant. Though she was 
dreadfully shattered in the action, he succeeded in 
carrying her safely to Gibraltar, where he arrived 
three days before Admiral Rodney, who was under se- 
rious apprehensions for the safety of the Phoenix'; for 
it blew a hard gale of wind, in a very dark night, bn a 
lee shore, when Lieutenant Louis took possession of 
her, and no soonex had he and bis brave companions 

vol, v. 2 f 
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got on board than the beatwhieh bad brought them 
was swamp&d by her side. 

Such was the satisfaction of Sir George Rodney 
With the seamanship displayed by Mr. Louis on this 
occasion, that he offered either to take him to the West 
Indies and promote him on the first vacancy, or to give 
him an acting captain's commission to carry Lome the 
Phoenix, in the hope that he would be confirmed in 
that appointment hy the Lords of the. Admiralty, or 
at least promoted to the rank of commander. The 
hitter proposal was accepted by Lieutenant' Louis-, 
Who, in the middle of February, sailed for England 
with the Spanish prizes and part of the fleet under the 
command of Rear-admiral Digby. On the 23d of the 
same month, they fell in with a French convoy, three 
aatl of which were taken with one of the line-of-battle 
ships, Le Prothde, of 64 gjuns, by which it was escort* 
Cd, as related in VoL 11. p. 353. 

On his arrival in England our young officer was not 
so fortunate as to obtain the desired promotion, but 
was ordered to return to the Bienfaisant. in her be 
assisted in the capture of the Compte d’Artois, of 64 
guns, the particulars of which action are given in 
Vol. II. p. 360. , 

At the close of the year 1780, Captain Macbride 
was removed into the Artois frigate, of 44 guns ; and 
such was the estimation w which he held the merit of 
his lieutenant, that he expressly applied for that officer, 
by whom he was accordingly accompanied. Mr. 
Loui^ had not been above two months in the Artois, 
when, at the earnest recommendation of his captain, 
he was promoted to the rank of commander in the 
Muckworth armed ship. In this vessel he was engaged 
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during the whole of the year 1781 ip convoying $h$ 
trade from Plymouth to the Bristol Channel and bac^ 
again. 

in 1 782, Captain Lop is was sent to Irelapd ps rp? 
gulating officer at Sligo and pt Cork, and on that serf 
vice he remained till January 1783, when he was pro? 
nloted by Admiral Keppel to the rank of post-cap tain . 
The American war was just at this time brought to g 
conclusion and a long period of inactivity ensued. 

At length, after an interval of tep years, Cap tail) 
Louis’ services were again called forth at the com? 
mencement of v the war of the French revolution, ip 
3793, and it must have afforded hipi no small gratiflr 
cation to be selected by bis old commander, Admiral 
JMacbride, as his captain in the Quebec, of 32 guus, 
pn the Downs statipn. He was not long afterward# 
appointed to the Cumberland, pf 74 gups ( , apd sp 
jpuch was he belayed by all the seamen in the vipinity 
of Torbay, where he had resided during the peace, thaj 
he was enabled to man b>s pew^ ship almpst entirety 
with volputeers from that neighborhood* 

In the spring of 1794* Captpin J-opU r^poye^ 
to the Minotaur, pf 74 guns, ope of the Chappel Flept, 
under the orders of Rear- admiral Montagu. The dag 
of Admiral Macbride was afterwards hasted .'for ^ 
short time on board of the Minotaur, \vbich was prin- 
cipally engaged* duripg the year, in f ruling off thy 
Frepcb copst. In February, 179&, she was employed 
in the fleet under Earl Howe, in escorting the Fast and 
West India couvoys plear of the channel aud after wardy 
pruizing off Brest. 

Early jp 1796, Captain Louis sailed tp thy West In- 
diea vHfe a cppvoy, apd returned almp?t immediately 
2 f 2 
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lo England with a large fleet of merchantmen, in the 
escorting of which, he manifested such skill and atten- 
tion, as to obtain a unanimous vote of thanks from 
their commanders. In May, 1797 * the Minotaur be- 
longed to the Channel Fleet under Lord Bridport, and 
not long afterwards proceeded to the Mediterranean 
to reinforce the Earl of St. Vincent. In 1798, she 
was one of the squadron detached under the com- 
mand of the enterprising Nelson, up the Mediterra- 
nean and Captain Louis consequently accompanied 
that officer in his arduous and discouraging pursuit of 
the French armament destined for the invasion of 
Egypt. The account of this voyage, as well as the vic- 
tory of Aboukir, in the glory of which Captain Louis 
participated, is given at length in Vol. IV, p. 140 to 
154. The following particulars, however, which are 
not there recorded are too highly honourable to the 
character of Captain Louis to be suppressed in this 
place. 

When the admiral, in the Vanguard, anchored along- 
side of the Spartiate, be became exposed at the same 
time to the raking fire of L' Aquilon, the next ship in 
the enemy’s line. Owing, however, to the gallant 
and judicious manner in which Captain Louis took bis 
station ahead of the Vanguard, he notouly effectually 
relieved her from this distressing situation, but obliged 
l.:s opponent to strike to his superior prowess. The 
admiral felt so grateful to Captain Louis for having 
ihus nobly supported him, that about nine o'clock, 
while the battle was raging with the utmost fury, and 
be was suffering severely from a wound in the head 
which he believed to be mortal, he directed Captain 
to hail the Minotaur and request Captain Louis 
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tp come on board as bp could net enjoy a pioment^ 
peace till he had thanked him for bis .conduct; add- 
ing • — “ this is the hundred and twenty fourth tijme I 
have been engaged, bpt 1 believe it is ijow nearly oyer 
tyrth me.” Captain Louis immediately hastened on- 
board tlip V'angua' d, and tlie meeting which took plage 
bp t weep jthe admiral and him was affecting in the ex- 
treme. The latter hung over his bleeding friend in 
silent sorrow. “ Farewel, dear Louis,” said the mag- 
nanimous. Nelsop, “ | shall never forget the obligation 
I pm under to you for your brave and generous con- 
duct ; and pow whatever . jnay become of me, my 
mfod ip at peace/' 

After the splendid victory of Aboukir, Capt. Louis, 
in common with the other captains of the fleet, re- 
ceived -the tbwdts of parliament, apepmpanied with a 
gold medal, and was pj.s° presented with a sword by 
the city of London. 

Captain Louis returned with Lord Nelson tp Sicily* 
and in the summer of 1799, was sent with Captain 
Troubridge to clear the Roman territory of the French. 
The British officers having entered into articles of car 
pitulatjon with General Grenier, a detachment of 200 
seamen and marines was landed to take possession of 
Civita Vecchia, Cornato, and Tolfa. Meanwhile Cap- 
tain Louis and General Bouchard proceeded to fakp 
possession of Rome on the same teru^s. For his ser- 
vices in the Mediterranean, Captain Louis was. after-, 
wardsjjjeseuted, by the' King of Naples^ with the. in-, 
signja of the Order pf St. Ferdinand and of Merit. 

Poring the remainder of the war, Captain Louis 
continued in the Mediterranean; in 1800, on jthe de- 
struction of the Queen Charlotte* he had the hoppr&f 
2 j 3 
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receiving Lord Keith'js flag on board of the Mino- 
taur, and in -1861, he accompanied his lordship to the 
coast of Egypt. Here he remained till the conclusion 
of the peace', when he returned to England. 

On the renewal of hostilities he was appointed to the 
Conqueror, of 74 guns. In April, 1804, on his pro- 
motion to the rank of Rear-admiral of the \Vhit$, he 
-hoisted his flag oft board the Leopard, of 50 guns, and 
commanded on the Boulogne station daring the re- 
mainder of that year. In March, 1805, a particular 
application was made for him by his friend Lord Nel- 
son, lender whom he was appointed to serve in the Me- 
direrranean in the Canopus, of 80 guns, one of the 
prices t&kenat Aboukir. He^was also the companion 
of his lordship in his arduous chace' of the French fleet 
to and from the West Indies. On his return he joined 
the fleet before Cadiz, and, when Lord Nelson assumed 
the command of it, was detached, by him, with se- 
ven sail of the line on a particular service. To 
this circumstance was ascribed the resolution of the 
French admiral, Villeneuve, to put to sea, and to 
this was Britain consequently indebted for the most 
brilliant victory that ever graced her naval annals. 

On his return from the Mediterranean, ftear-admh* 
ral Louis fell in with Vice-Admiral Duckworth who 
had received intelligence that a French fleet had sailed 
for the West Indies. Hp immediately took our gal- 
lant officer under his command and pursued the ene- 
my thither. The result was the glorious and decisive 
victory off St. Domingo, in which the Canopus had 
eight men killed and 22 wounded. For the particulars 
of this achievement, see Vol. V. p. 202-208. For the 
share which the rear-admiral bore in this action, he 
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received the thanks of both houses of parliament, and 
was soon afterwards raised to the dignity of a barofiet 
of the united kingdom. 

After these services performed in the West-Indies, 
Sir Thomas Louis returned to his station in the Medi- 
terranean, and then repaired to England. The last 
service in which he has been engaged was in cruizing 
with a squadron off Belleisle, for the purpose of inter- 
cepting the French force under Willaumez, in case of 
its return to Europe. 

Sir Thomas, early in life, married Miss Belfield, a 
lady of a very respectable family in the west of Eng- 
land, by whom he has four sqns and three daughters. 
The eldest son is a post captain in the navy, and the 
youngest is at the naval academy at Portsmouth, being 
also intended for his father’s profession. 


SIR EDWARD BERRY . 

IT may safely be affirmed that the British navy can- 
iiqt produce an officer, who has seen more service than 
Sir Edward Berry. Associated for many years with 
the immortal Nelson, he emulated the glory of his 
commander, and contributed in no small degree to> 
the unparalleled success of his enterprizes. In the 
Victory of Earl Howe ; in the glorious engagements off 
Cape St. Vincent and Aboukir ; in the defence of the 
Leander ; in the capture of the Guillaume Tell ; in the 
deathless achievement at Trafalgar ; aujd the brilliant 
action off St. Domingo, the valor, conduct and pro- 
fessional merit of Sir Edward Berry have earned a. rich 
harvest of renown. - 
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Thif distinguished officer bprp in the year 17 66 . 
Hjs father was a respectable merchant in tlip city of 
London, who dying before he had realized an ade- 
quate provision for his family, his widow, with two 
seas and five daughters, were left with but slender 
means of support .Edward, the eldest son, early 
evinced a predilection for the naval service, and cir- 
cumstances favored his initiation when very young? 
into that profession to which he has done so much ere? 
dit His uncle, the Rev. Titus Berry, had hep© th£ 
master of ah academy at Norwich, where the late 
Lord Mulgrave received part of his education, By 
means of the recooupendatipTi of this relative, be had 
the good fortuue to commence his nautical career u«r 
der the auspices of that nobleman in 1779 , before be 
liad attained the age of fourteen years. 

His first voyage was in the Burford, of 70 guns, to 
the East-Indies : but we are unable to trace the parti- 
cular kind of service in which Mr. Berry was employed 
in the early stage of his progress. The long interval 
of peace which succeeded the American war, was un- 
favorable to his hopes of promotion ; and it was not 
till after the commencement of the war with France in; 
1793, that he was made a lieutenant, for having signa- 
lized himself in boarding a ship of war which had been, . 
grappled. 

As barren as had been the preceding part of his pro- 
fessional career of opportunities to acquire distinction, 
so abundantly did fortune compensate for tbe defici- 
ency in that which followed. Soon after his promo- 
tion, he gave farther proofs of his intrepidity in Lord. 
Howe’s engagement on the 1st of June 1794, and had 
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the satisfaction to obtain the notice and approbation of 
his superior officers. 

Jn the course of his service in the fleet in the Medi- 

A 

terrauean, his merit attracted the particular observa- 
tion of Sir John Jervis and Commodore Nelson, with 
whom he formed a permanent friendship. Under the 
latter he served, first in the Agamemnon, and after- 
wards ih the Captain, of which he was first lieutenant 
on the memorable 14th of February 1797. 

The conduct of Lieutenant Berry cannot be better 
described than by the pen of his commander, in his' 
memoir of the proceedings of the Captain ; and there- 
fore we shall without apology insert those invaluable 
remarks of the immortal Nelson, on the events of that 
day. 

u A few Remarks, relative to myself tn the Captain, in 
“ which Ship my Pendant was dying on tbs most gloria 
“ ous Valentine's Day , 1 797. 

“ At one, P. M. the Captain r baving passed the sterna 
most of the enemy’s ships, which formed their van and 
part of their centre, consisting of seventeen sail of the. 
line ; they on the larboard, we on the starboard tack* 
the admiral made the signal to attack in succession* 
but perceiving all the Spanish ships to bear up before 
the wind, evidently with an intention of forming their 
line, going large, joining their separated divisions ; at 
that time engaged with some of our centre ships, or 
flying from us ; to prevent either of their schemes from 
taking effect, I ordered the ship to be wore, and pass- 
ing between the Diadem and the Excellent, at a quar- 
ter past one o’clock; was engaged with the headmost) 
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and, of course, leewardmost of tbe Spanish divisicg* 
The ships which I knew, were the Santissima Triui- 
dada, 13d; San Josef, 112; Salvador del Nfundo, 
112; San Nicholas, 80 ; another first-rate, and a 74, 
name unknown. 

“ I was immediately joined and most nobly supports 
ed by the Culloden, Captain Troubridge ; the Spanish 
fleet not wishing, 1 suppose, to have a decisive battle, 
hauled to the wind on tbe larboard tack, which brought 
the ships above-mentioned to be the leewardmost and 
aterij-mpst ships in their fleet. For near an hour, 1 be- 
lieve, (but do not pretend to be correct as to time) did 
the Culloden and Captain support this apparently, but 
qot really, unequal contest; when the Blenheim pass- 
ing between us and the enemy, gave us a respite, and 
sickened the Dons. 

“ At this time the Salvador del Muudo and Saa 
Isidro dropped astern, and were fired into, in * mas- 
terly style, by the Excellent, Captain Collingwood, who 
compelled the San Isidro to hoist English colours; and 
I thought the large ship, Salvador del ftlnn do bad also 
struck , but Captain Collingwood, disdaining the pa* 
fade of taking possession of a vanquished enemy, most 
gallantly pushed up, with every sail set, to save his old 
friend and messmate, who was, to appearance, in a 
critical state ;^the. Blenheim being a head, the Cullo- 
den crippled and astern. The Excellent ranged up 
within two feet of the San Nicholas, giving a most tre- 
mendous fire. The San Nicholas luffing up, the San. 
Josef fell on board her ; and the Excellent passing on 
for the Santissima Trinidada, the Captain resumed her 
station a-breast of them, and close alongside ; at this 
time the Captain having lost her fore-top mast, not a 
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sail, shroud, nor rope left : her wheel away, and inca- 
pable of farther service in the line, or in the chase, I 
directed Captain Miller to put the helm a-starboard, 
and calling for the boarders, ordered them to board. 

“ The soldiers of the 69th, with an alacrity which 
will ever do them credit, and Lieutenant Pearson, of 
the same regiment, were almost the foremost in this ser- , 
vice; the first man who jumped into the mizen chains 
was Captain Berry, late my first lieutenant, (Captain 
Miller was.in the ver) act of going also, but I ordered 
him to remain) ; he was supported from our sprit sail 
yard, which hooked in the nnzen rigging. A soldier tf 
the 69th regiment having broken the upper quarter* 
gallery window, I jumped ift myself, and Was followed 
by others as fast as possible. 1 found the cabin doorfe 
fastened, and some Spanish officers fired their pistols; 
but having broken open the doors, the soldiers fired $ 
dnd the Spanish brigadier (commodore With a distin- 
guishing pendant) fell, as retreating to the quarter- 
deck. I pushed immediately onwards for the quarter- 
deck, where I found Captain Berry in possession of the 
poop ; and the Spanish ehsign hauling down. I passed 
with my people, and Lieutenant Pearson, on the lar- 
board gang-way, to the forecastle, where I met two 0 1 
three Spanish officers, prisoners to my seamen; they 
delivered me their swbrds. A fire of pistols, or mus- 
kets, opening from the admiral’s stern -gallery of the 
San Josef, I directed the soldiers to fire into her stern ; 
and calling to Captain Miller, ordered him to send 
more mem into the San Nicholas ; and directed my 
people to board the first-rate, which was done in an 
instant, Captain Berry assisting me in the main-chains* 
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At this moment a Spanish officer looked over the 
quarter-deck rail, and said they had surrendered.— 
From this most welcome intelligence it was not long 
before I was on the quarter-deck, where the Spanish 
captain, with a bow, presented me his sword, and said 
the admiral was dying of his wounds. I asked him, 
oh his. honour, if the ship was surrendered ; he de- 
clared she was : on which I gave him my hand, and 
desired him to call his officers and ship's company, 
and tell them of it ; which he did : — and on the quar- 
ter-deck of a Spanish first rate, ex|ravagant as the 
story may seem, did I receive the swords of vanquish- 
ed Spaniards - which, as 1 received, 1 gave to Williatii 
Fearney, one of my bargemen, who put them, with the 
greatest smg froid , under his arm. I was surrounded 
by Captain Berry, Lieutenant Pearson, of the 69th r^- 
giment, John Sykes, John Thomson, Francis Cooke, 
all old Agamemnons % and several other brave men,Jsea- v 
men, and soldiers. Thus fell these ships ! 

N. R. In boarding the San Nicholas, I believe 
we lost about seven men killed and ten wounded, and 
about twenty Spaniards lost their lives by a foolish re- 
sistance. None were lost, I believe, in .boarding the 
San Josef. 

f Horatio Nelson, 

Signed < Ralph Willett Miller, 
(Edward Berry. 

The assistance of Mr. Berry, in this desperate con- 
flict, was most gratefully acknowledged by the heroic 
Nelson, who, in the month of April following, on his 
promotion to a flag, made Lieutenant Berry his cap- 
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tain. He accompanied his patron to Tenerilfe, and 
afterwards to England, to which he was obliged to 
repair for medical assistance. The testimony which 
he bore to the gallantry of Captain Berry, was equally 
honorable to both. The king, on his first 'appearance 
at court, expressed his sorrow for the loss the admiral 
had sustained, and the impaired state of his heahfo, 
which might deprive bis country of his future services. 
“ You have lost your right arm,” observed the king. 
^ But ndt my right hand,” replied Sir Horatio, “ as I 
have the honor of presenting Captain Berry to you.” 

When the admiral was sufficiently recovered, Cap- 
tain Berry again attended him in the Vanguard to 
the scene of his late achievement. The proceedings 
of the squadron detached under his command by 
the Earl of St. Vincent, and the particulars of the glo- 
rious'battle of the Nile, have been so amply related in 
our fourth volume, that it would be superfluous to no- 
tice them in this place. 

Captain Berry wa? sent to England in the Leander 
with the official account of that splendid victory. On 
her passage, the Leander had the misfortune to flail in 
with the Geuereux, a ship of far superior force, and 
after a most bloody and obstinate engagement, the 
narrative of which will be found in vol. iv.'p. was 
obliged to surrender. To this account we may be per- 
mitted to add, that Captain Berry, during the action*, 
behaved with his usual intrepidity, and received a 
wound from part of a man's skull, which was driven 
through Ins arm. 

On his arrival in England lie was welcomed with the 
praises of his countrymen and met with the most flat- 
tering reception from his sovereign who conferred on 
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him the honor of knighthood. The corporation of 
London voted him their 4banks, and directed the free- 
doip of the city to be presented to him in a gold box. 
Previous to his return to the Mediterranean, Sir Edward 
published an account of the battle of the Nile— a task 
for which his situation in that glorious encounter emi- 
nently qualified him. 

Sir Edward soon afterwards entered again upon ac- 
tive service, as captain of Lord Nelsons flag ship, th^ 
Foudroyant of >80 guns. His lordship being taken ill, 
he was under the necessity of going on shore in Sicily, 
so that Sir Edward was left in the command of the 
Foudroyant. During the absence of the admiral, he 

ad the gratification of taking, after an obstinate en- 
gagement, the Guillaume Tell of 86 guns, and 1,000 
men, the only remaining ship of the French fleet at the 
battle of the Nile. 

The enemy had been discovered and brought to ac- 
tion by Captain Dixon of the Lion, and Captain Black- 
/wood in the Penelope. It had continued about fifty , 
minutes, when the Foudroyant came up with a press of 
canvas, and Sir Edwaid Berry laying her so close 
alongside the enemy, that her spare anchor was but 
just clear of hismizen-chains, hailed the French com- 
, mander. Admiral Deeres, and ordered him to strike. 
He answered by brandishing his sword over his bead, 
and discharged a musket at Sir Edward. This was 
followed by a ^roadside, which nearly unrigged the 
Foudroyant ; whose guns, however, being prepared 
with three round shots in each, poured a most tre-» 
mendous and effectual discharge, crashing through and 
through the enemy, and forming a perfect chord of 
harmony in the ears of her gallant crew. The next 
broadside carried away the main and mizen-masts of 
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the Guillaume Tell, at ihe same time the Fond roy ant’s 
fore- top-mast, jib-boom, sprit-sail, main-top-saii yard, 
stay-sails, for e-sail and main-sail were all in tatters. 
In this situation, it was difficult to make the ship fall 
off so as to maintain her position. The combatants, 
therefore, separated for a few minutes, when Sir Ed- 
' ward Berry called his men from the main-deck, and 
cutting away part Of the wreck, once more got tl*e 
ship under command, and again laid her close along- 
side her determined opponent, who nailed his colours 
to the stump of the mast, and displayed his flag on a 
pole above them. Sir Edward now commenced ar 
tremendous and well-directed fire, his men having got 
into the system of firing every gun twice, or three 
times, in a minute, regularly going through the exer- 
cise. The Lion and Penelope were meanwhile doing 
great execution. At length, the fore-mast of the Guil- , 
kume Tell being likewise shot away, she struck her 
i colours. In this obstinate conflict, which lasted an 
hour and a half, the Foud/oyant had eight men killed 
and sixty-one wounded, among whom was Sir Edward 
Berry, slightly, but he never quitted, the deck, where 
he displayed bis usual intrepidity * She expended 1 62 
barrels of powder, 1200 thirty- tv- o-pound shot, 1240 
twenty- pound, 100 eighteen-pound, and 200 twelve- 
pound ditto. The slaughter on board the Guillaume 
Tell was very great, more than 200 of her crew being 
killed and wounded. On her arrival in England her 
name was changed to the Malta. 

In the month of June, 1800, "Sir Edward conveyed 
the royal family of Naples from Palermo to Leghorn, 
on boaid the Foudroyant. Before the departure of bis 
illustrious guests, he was preseuted by the queen with 
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a gold box and a diamond ring. This was the last 
service in which he was engaged during the war. 

For a considerable time after the recommen cement 
of hostilities, Sir Edward Berry remained unemployed. 
At length, in the summer of 1S05, he was appointed 
to the command of, the Agamemnon of guns, in 
which, some years before, be had served in an inferior 
station. In September he sailed from Portsmouth m 
company with his friend, Lord Nelson, and was present 
in the following month at the glorious battle of Trafal- 
gar. The Agamemnon was engaged in the van divi- 
sion of the fleet, but it does not appear that she had 
any opportunity of particularly distinguishing herself, 
though there cannot be a doubt that her commander 
fulfilled his duty to its utmost extent. 

The Agamemnon was one of the squadron which 
not long after this event proceeded under Admiral 
Duckworth in quest of a French force which had es* 
caped from Rochefort, and sailed for the West Indies* 
The glorious issue of this chace has been fully describ- 
ed in the present volume. In the action off St. Do- 
mingo, the Agamemnon sustained less loss than any 
other ship, having only one man killed and 13 wounded 
As some reward for his numerous services the king 
has since conferred on Sir Edward, the dignity of a ba- 
ronet of the United Kingdom. 

In • 1799, Edward married his cousin-german, 
the daughter of the late Dr. Foster, of Norwich. He 
is reported to be in very easy circumstances. Orfe of 
his uncles went, early in life, to India where he ac- 
quired a considerable fortune, great part of which he 
bequeathed to his nephews and nieces, so as to place the 
whole family iq a comfortable state of independence* 
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* CONQUEST OF BUENOS AYRES. 

IT has been thought expedient to comprize in this 
volume the reduction of the valuable Spanish colony 
of Buenos Ayres, and its dependencies ; a conquest, 
perhaps, more important, as well as more honorable to 
the British arms, than any that has been achieved dur- 
ing the present war. v 

No sooner had' the force sent out to the Cape of 
Good Hope effected the complete reduction of that 
settlement, than Sir Home Popham, than whom the 
British navy does not possess a more enlightened offi- 
cer, formed a plan for employing the vessels under his 
command on a beneficial expedition to the opposite 
shores of the American continent. It obtained the 
, approbation of General Baird, who, having received ’ 
some reinforcements from England, assigned what troops 
be could spare for its execution, and gave the command 
of them to Major-general Beresford. The Spanish 
settlements in the Rio de la Plata were the object of 
this expedition. 

The armament sailed from the Cape, and arrived . to- 
wards the conclusion of April at St. Helena, where the 
commanders, on application to the governor, obtained 
permission to embark a detachment of troops belong- 
ing to that island. Notwithstanding this recruit, 
their whole force, including the marines and seamen 
destined to act on shore, did not exceed 1635 men, 
officers included. * 

On the 2d of May they sailed from St. Helena, and, 
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after a passage of unexpected length, made Cape St* 
Mary. Sir Home Pophani considering it an object of 
material consequence to obtain the earliest local infor- 
mation in the river, placed the squadron under the di- 
rection of Captain Rowley, on the 27th of May, and 
' preceded it in the Narcissus for that purpose. He was 
accompanied by Captain Kennett of the engineers, 
who was directed by t.he general to reconnoitre the 
ertemy’s places on the river, in the best manner cir- 
cumstances would permit, and to collect every possi- 
ble intelligence concerning them. On the 8th of June 
the Narcissus anchored near the island of Flores ; on 
the 11th the commodore had the satisfaction to fall in 
with the Encounter, and the Ocean transport, which 
had parted from the fleet previous to its arrival at St. 
Helena. Owing to fogs and baffling winds, it was not 
till six days after the armament entered the river that 
it joined the Narcissus. 

The commanders immediately consulted whether it 
would be most prudent first to attack the town of St. 
Philip, Monte Video, or Buenos Ayres, the capital of 
the province. They determined to proceed against the 
’ latter, on which no time was lost in removing from the 
line of battle ships the troops, marines, and such sear- 
men as were incorporated with them, and others who 
had been regularly exercised to arms during the pas- 
sage, into the Narcissus, the Encounter, and the trans- 
ports ; while the Diadem blockaded the port of Monte 
Video, and the Raisonable and Diomede, by way of 
demonstration, cruized near Maldonado and other as- 
sailable points. This business was accomplished on 
the l6th of June, at which time the armament was 
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about ninety miles distant from the place of its desti* 
da t ion. ks progress op the river was very much re* 
tarried by the slioalness of the water, adverse winds 
and currents, continual fogs, and the great inaccuracy 
of the charts ; but by the skill and assiduity of Sir 
Home Popham, and the unremitting and laborious ex*' 
ertions of the officers and men under bis command, 
these difficulties were surmounted, and the squadron 
anchored on the afternoon of the 25lh off Point 
Quilmes a Pouichin, about twelve miles from Buenos 
Ayres. 

Here General Beresford proposed to land, Having 
been informed by an Englishman who was pilot for the 
river, and was taken by the Narcissus out of a Portu- 
guese vessel, that it was an excellent place for that 
purpose, and there was an easy access from it into the 
country. As it was impossible for the Narcissus to ap-* 
proach the shore on account of the shoalness of the 
water, the Encounter was run in so close as to take 
the ground, the more effectually to cover the debar- 
kation of the army in case of necessity. ^ The whole, 
however, vwas landed m the course of the evening, 
without the least opposition, consisting of the detach- 
ment of his Majesty’s troops from the Cape, and that 
from St. Helena, with the marine battalion, under the 
orders of Captain King, of the Diadem, which was 
composed of the marines of the squadron, augmented 
by the incorporation of some seamen, and three com- 
panies of royal blues, from the same source of enter- 
prise, who had been regularly trained for that duty, and 
dressed in an appropriate uniform. 

The enemy was posted at the village of Reduction, 
which was'on an eminence) about two miies from the 
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beach, with the appearance of a fine plain between 
the two armies, which, however, proved on the follow- 
ing morning to be only a morass in a high state of ver- 
dure. General Beresford was informed by his guide, 
that, though in winter this place was impassable, it was 
then very practicable and easy for guns to pass. 

It was eleven o’clock in the morning of the 26th 
before General Beresford could move off his ground, 
and the enemy, from their position, might have count- 
ed every man of the British force. They were drawn 
up along the brow of the hill on which was situated 
the village of Reduction, yirhich covered their right 
flank, and their force consisted principally of cavalry, 
to the number of two thousand, with eight field-pieces. 
The nature of the ground was such, that General Be- 
resford was under the necessity of going directly to 
their front ; and ter make his line as nearly as possible 
equal to theirs, he formed all the troops into one line, 
except the St. Helena infantry of one hundred and fifty 
men, which he formed one hundred and twenty yards 
ip the rear, with two field pieces, and orders to face 
to the right or left, as either of the flanks should be 
threatened by the cavalry. He had two six-pounders 
on each flank, and two howitzers in the centre, of the 
first line. In this order the troops advanced against 
the enemy, und General Beiesford having arrived 
within range of their guns, a tongue of swamp crossed 
his front, and obliged him to halt, whilst the guns took 
a small circuit to cross. This was scarcely performed, 
when the enemy opened their field pieces, at first well 
pointed, but as the English advanced at a very quick 
rate, in spite of the boggy ground, that very soon 
obliged them to leave all their guns behind, the fire 
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dkl them but Httte injury. The 71st regiment reachr . 
iog the bottom of the heights in a pretty good line, se~ 
conded by the marine battalion, the enemy would not 
wait the nearer approach, but retired from the brow of 
the hill, which our troops ascended, with that coolness 
and courage which has on every occasion marked the 
character of the British soldier. The Spaniards now 
fled with precipitation, le&ting behind their artillery, 
consisting of four field-pieces and one tumbril. 

General Beresford halted two hours on the field to 
rest the troops, and to make arrangements for taking 
with him the enemy’s guns and his own, which bad now 
been extricated from the bog by the exertions of CafK 
tain Dorinelly of the Narcissus, who bad accidentally 
landed, and accompanied the troops, on seeing them 
advance to meet the enemy. 

The general then marched, in hopes of preventing 
the destruction of the bridge over the Rio Chueio, m 
river at that season of the year nqt fordable, and which 
lay betweea him and the city, distant from it about 
three miles, and eight from his then situation; and 
though be used the utmost diligence, he had the mor- 
tification to see it in flames long before he could reach 
it. He therefore halted the troops for the night, a mile 
from it, and pushed on three companies of tire 71 st, 
under Lieutenant-colonel Pack, with two howitzers, to 
the bridge, to endeavour to prevent its total destruc- 
tion. He accompanied this detachment himself, but 
on reaching the bridge, found it entirely consumed; 
and as the enemy, during the nigbt, was heard bring* 
ing down gun«, he withdrew the detachment before 
light, as their position was thought too open and ex- 
posed to the enemy's fire. 
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On the 27th, as soon as it was tight, General Beresford 
sent Captain Keuuett, ot the engineers, to reconnoitre 
the sides of the river, and found that his troops had little 
or no cover to protect them, whilst the enemy were drawn 
up behitid hedges, houses, and iti the shipping on the 
opposite bank of the river, which was not thirty yards 
wide. As his situation and circumstances could not 
admit of the least delay, he determined to force the 
passage, and for that purpose ordered down the held* 
pieces to the water’s edge, and direct the infantry to 
remain iu the rear, under cover, except the light com- 
pany and grenadiers of the 71 st. As the guns ap- 
proached, the enemy opened a very ill-directed fire 
from great guns and, musketry. The former, however, 
soon c^tsed, after the Biitish fire opened ; but the lat- 
ter was kept up for some time, though, so ill was it di- 
rected, that it did little or no injury. By the exertions 
and activity of Captain King, who commanded the bat- 
talion of marines, rafts, boats, &c. were prepared, and 
th? troops crossed the river. Perceiving no signs of 
farther opposition, and learning that the troops had 
deserted the city, General Beresford was induced by 
motives of humanity to send his aid-dp-camp, the 
Hon. Ensign Gordon, with a summons to the governor 
to deliver to him the city and fortress, representing 
* that the excesses and calamities which would most pro- 
bably occur, should the troops enter ina hostile man- 
ner, might thus be avoided; and informing him that 
the English would ensure to the inhabitants the exer- 
cise of their religion, and protection for their persons 
aud for all private property. 

The governor sent back an officer to request a few 
hours to draw up conditions, but fhe general refused, 
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to delay his inarch, which he commenced ; as soon as 
his whole force had crossed the river, and on ap- 
proaching the city he was a^ain met by an officer from 
the governor, with a number of conditions. He in- 
formed the latter that be could not then attend to 
them, but would confirm by writing what he had pro- 
mised, when in possession of the city, which he im- 
mediately entered. Thus fell the capital of the ex- 
pensive province of Paraguay, where the conquerors 
found .88 pieces of cannon, 550 barrels of powder* 
and a quantity of small arms. Their loss in achiev- 
ing its reduction was one killed, 12 wounded, and 
One missing. 

On the 2d of July, the terms granted by the com- 
manders of his Majesty’s land and sea forces to the 
inhabitants of Buenos Ayres and its dependencies were 
signed by General Beresford, Sir Home Popham, and, 
the Spanish governor Quintana. By these the garri- 
son were declared prisoners of war, protection was 
promised to private property and to the exercise of the 
Catholic religion, and the privileges before enjoyed 
by the inhabitants were confirmed to them. The cap- 
tors, though entitled by the laws of war, to all the ves- 
sels of every description, yet, feeling the distress which 
the privation of them must occasion to the owners, 
generously relinquished their right to tljose vessels and 
their cargoes, though they were supposed to amount 
in number to 180, and in value to a million and a 
half of dollars. Proclamations to the above effect 
were likewise issued by the British commanders. , 

The viceroy had retired from Buenos Ayres on the 
approach of the English, and a great quantity of trea- 
sure had also been conveyed from the city. The first 
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care, therefore, of General Beresford, after he found 
himself perfectly settled in his new conquest, was to 
send a small detachment to Luxan, about fifty miles 
distant from the capital, with the avowed object of es- 
corting back some of the treasure which had been re- 
moved, and was reported to be private property; but 
principally to reconnoitre the country, and to learn the 
disposition of the inhabitants. A considerable quan- 
tity of treasure, actually on its way to Cordova, waf 
fortunately preserved by this detachment for the gal- 
lant captors, and the commanding officer, Captain Ar- 
buthnot, reported favourably of the general disposition 
of the people. 

•The total amount of the specie which, as public 
property, fell into the hands of the conquerors, ex- 
ceeded 1 ,290,000 dollars. Of this sura 1 ,086,000 dol- 
lars were sent home to England in the Narcissus ; the 
commanders reserving the remainder for the exigen- 
cies of the army and navy. It was estimated that, ex- 
clusive of the above, the value, of the merchandize in 
the King’s stores, principally consisting of Jesuits’ bark 
and quicksilver, and in the Philippine Company's 
stores, together with the floatirg property retained, 
could not amount to less than between two and three 
millions of dollars. 

It was not, however, by the amount of the valuables 
taken at Buenbs Ayres that the importance of the con- 
quest was to be estimated. Britain being excluded in 
a manner from all intercourse with the European con- 
tinent, it"behoved her to seek some other mart for her 
commodities. It struck the intelligent mind of Sir 
Home Popbam that'this could be most easily effected 
by laying open a communication with the extensive re- 
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gioqs of the South American continent. How deeply < 
that gallant officer had the interest of his country at 
heart, appears from this circumstance, that, no sooner 
were the British troops, in possession of Buenos Ayres, 
than he wrote the following circular letter, a copy of 
which was addressed to the mayor and corporation of 
each of the great manufacturing, towns in the kingdom: 

" Buenos Ayres, July 1, 1806. 
u Gentlemen, — Although I may not have the honour 
of being personally known to some of your corpora- 
tion, I nevertheless consider it as a duty to the com- 
mercial interests of Great -Britain, and a respect due 
to you as one of its great manufacturing towns, to 
state, in a few words, that the conquest of this place 
opens <au extensive channel to the manufactures of 
Great Britain. 

“ Hitherto the trade of this country has been cramped 
beyond belief, and the manufactures of Great Britain 
could only find their way to this rich province by? neu- 
tral bottoms and contraband intrigues ; but from this 
moment its trade will be thrown open. I need not 
point out to merchants of your extensive information, 
how beneficial the commerce of this hitherto neglected 
country will be; and you may form some judgment of 
its immense population by that of this city, which 
alone contains 70,000 inhabitants, wanting all sorts of 
goods of Europeau manufacture. 

The productions of this country are indigo, tobacco, 
Vincenta wool, cotton, tiger skins, seal skins, copperas, 
figs, dried tongues, beef and hams, saffron, cochineal, 
cocoa, hemp, hair, wheat/ gums, ~ drugs* gold, silver, 
and precious stones, exclusive of hides and tallow, 
yol. v. 2 H 
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which I consider the great staple, one million four 
hundred thousand of the former being annually ex- 
ported. The short time we have been in possession, 
~ and the hurry of business, will not admit of my giving 
you any further information for the present, but if I 
can obtain a list of the articles mpst wanted, I will 
enclose it. I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 
u Your most obedient humble servant, 

“ HOME POPHAM.” 

The intelligence of this capture was received in Eng- 
land with the exultation due to its importance, and 
numerous commercial speculations were the conse- 
quence. An order in council was issued by his Ma- 
jesty for opening a trade with Buenos Ayres and its 
dependencies, conformably to the regulations in force 
between Great Britain aad her colonial possessions. 
The arrangement made by General Beresford for the 
reduction of the importation duties from thirty-four 
and a half to twelve and a half per cent, was con- 
firmed, but the importation of slaves* was totally pro- 
hibited. 

The* treasure brought home in the Narcissus was 
conveyed to London in eight waggons, each drawn by 
six horses, and after parading the streets of the me- 
tropolis, accompanied with music, and decorated with 
the colours taken at Buenos Ayres, it was deposited at 
the Bank. 
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